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13 October 1981 

Mr H Moore 
President 
Whiritoa Ratepayers 
POBox 9586 
Hamilton North 

Dear Mr Moore 

CGHP. 

Association 

RECEIVED 

1 5 OCT 1931 

MINISTER'S OF~'~!-

Thank you for your telegram regarding the sand at Whiritoa 
Beach which I have conveyed to the Commissioner for the 
Environment and the Minister of Transport for their 
consideration. 

Yours sincerely 

Dr I J Shearer 
MP Hamilton East 

-===~~~ MINISTER OF TRANSPORT 

Referred accordingly. 

Sgd. Dr. I. J. SHEARER 

SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT 
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ref: 54/15/48 
Your ref: 811 

26 . y 1 81 

The ounty Cler 
Obinemuri County Council 
P.O. Box 17 
p "0 

ear Sir 

SAlf.D TRACTIO - ffiIRITOA EACH 

• 

Your lett r of 20 y for the tt nt on of 
which I have been asked to ae nowl dge. 

e not that your Council 0 the Haur ! C 
o rd to consider carryin out further inv ti 
o sug e t 0 s ble financ of ell tudy. 

ref r , 

o doubt Shall hear again h n th ate ent 0 rd h 
cons1d r d the tt r. 

Yours faithfully 

.p. tY10r 
for Seer t ry £ r T n ort 

The Regional Secretary 
AUCK.LAND 

Attention: RMO 

2 7 ''1,.~y 1981 

Copy rr your information, with copy of letter under reply. 

R.P. Taylor 
for Secretary for Transport 

····_·--I··- /. 
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. 4Rlephone: 8609 I" Yo., •• ", ,..... QuoH: 
P.O. Box 17, 

PaeroB. 

/ 

Address all Correspondence to 
the County Clerk. 
YOUR REFERENCE: 54/15/48 

20 May 1981 

M.W. PARKER 
'". H.. 811 ~ 

RECEiVED 
21 HAY 1911t 
H.O., MINiS1lIY 
OFm~'C'''' R1 

secretary for Transport, 
Ministry of Transport, 
Private Bag, 
WELLINGTON' ATTENTION: Mr Ewing 

Dea,r Sir, 

RE: SAND EXTRACTION, WHIRITOA BEACH 

At a meeting of the Council's Planning Committee held on 
3 February 1981, a deputation was received from the Whiritoa 
Ratepayers' Association, comprising Mr H. Moore, President, 
and Mr P. Cooke, Vice-President, who made verbal submissions 
relating to the above. Mr R.W. Harris, Chief Engineer to 
the Hauraki Catchment and Regional Board, was present during 
the di~cus.sion by invitation from the Committee. 

At the end of the discussion, Mr Moore was asked to forward 
a written copy of his verbal submissions, but these were not 
received until 21 April 1981. A copy is.enclosed for your 
information. 

Mr Harris informed the Committee that in his op1n10n the research 
and reports up to the time of the meeting gave insuf.ficient 
evidence to decide whether or not Whiritoa Beach was a "closed 
system". He felt that further off-shore investigations. were 
needed, but it would be a matter for his Board to decide. He 
added that for the investigations to be done properlY'd t would 
require a large inflow of finance. 

The recommendation of the Committee that the Catchment B"oard be 
asked to consider carrying out further investigations and to 
suggest how the work could be financed was subsequently adopted 
by the Council. 

A reply to the Council's letter conveying th 
to the Board is now awaited. 

Yours fully, 

M.W. PARKER 
COUNTY CLERK r~"-~--= .'~~'. -.. ----- '" 

fFUIL~ I 

~-/--.-/-.... 

Inltlals:._._............... .. .... .. . 
. ...i 
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_~ .:--__ ~UBMISSIONS TO OHINEMURI COUNTY COm~I~ TOWN & COUNTRY 
HlIiI':::nu'?P'JJounty Couo&~ NNING COMMITTEE BY l I 

Ri:C!:IV~() ,.... • I 
2 t APR i931 ..... WHIRITOA RATEPAYERS ASS().,fIATION 

. ~." I 
ANSWEr~;:D ~' ... ::". . 2· FEBRUARY .19B1 I .a" ,- ...... ,~. . .... -• 

I , 
_ ••• ;c ............................. ::::::::::::=. I 

i 
I 

Thank you for' the opportunity to attend this.meeting of Council. 
As your time is valuable, our verbal submission will be k~pt as 
brief as possible. 

. . . \ The Council is the pr~me plann~ng author~ty for the area and was 
responsible for approving the subdivision of Whiritoa. As indicated 
in your letter of 29 August, 1980, the Council's position in respect 
of sand mining is that Council'would wait un~il after the decision by 
the Minister of Transport. We are here today to review the evidence 
and to respectfully request that Council now act to use its powers 
without delay to protect the valuable public and private property 
at Whiritoa. : 

As your letter states, the advice of your Senior Counsel~was for you 
to so act, should other authorities fail to act. 

The Council acted very responsibly in respect of the proposed sand 
mining at Mataora Bay. Expert witnesses appeared on behalf of Council 
and the Hauraki Catchment Board at the Planning Appeal. Some of this 
testimony is pertinent today. Mataora is a closeQ beach, which means 
that no new sand is entering the beach system. It was on these grounds 

. that Council opposed the sand extraction. At the appeal Dr Healy from 
Waikato Universtiy stated : I 

P7 (v) If aand extraction is to occur iln a. closed sys.tem beach 
the result will be I 

I 
a) erosion of the frontal dune !causing retreat of the 

dune fa·ce. I 
b) a lowering of the general ~ach height as depletion 

of the beach sand continues, . . 
c) If extraction rates are sev~re enough, I expect . 

that the entire beach sand doulu dl~fipp~ar. 
d) Sand extracted ~ou1d not bel1naturallY replenished 

by littoral drift. 
. . 

When asked about the aQjacent Whir~toa Beach, Dr Healy stated l 

"Our research has shown tha.t there appears eo have been a 
reduction in sand volume on Who beach and there has been 
erosion of the dunes on occasions. This has been masked to 
some degree by sub-division development Research has shown 
that there were only 50 000. cubic metres of sand i~'reserve 
.on Who bea~h in the badly erosive year ~f 1974. 

If sand mining continues and 
future bad erosion episodes, 
to property damage. .: 

Q Why was 1974 an erosive year? 

this reserve is lost, then in 
the dune will retreat,.leading 

I , 

! 
A It was erosive mainly due to the meterological condition. 

The beaches undergo cyclical erosion and accretion according 
to the weather and wave conditions. Under erosive storm: 
events the frontal dune which acts as a: reservoir of sand,' -1'_1 __ 
would be eroded out. Under accretion conditions, the sand .. 

I J 1- ,.,., • 
from the offshore bar will reform the beach and will be ' . ~ ... -. ............. . 
brought back aga~n. - --\ 

L . .' 

• 
I 
I 

. I 

. I 

I 



• 

• 
" . .. ., 

• 

; , 

2 

• , r I .Jf- • . 
" 

Eventually the dune will be restored. 'It is important that 
the frontal dune is available for this cycle. Should sand be 
removed from the frontal dune, or indeed ~ny part of the beach 
or offshore bar, this dynamic equilibrium' system will ' i 

I 

by eroding the frontal duno in a long torm sonno." 
I 
I , , 

As you know, the Whiritoa Ratepayers have been very concerned for many 
years about the stability and future life of their sections and this 
has slowed down development of Whiritoa. Mr Christopherson's very 
exnaustive studies using special mea'suring equipment concluded that 
Whiritoa was a closed beach. 

De~pite requests from Ratepaye~s following the 1978 storms, it was 
decided to conduct a further st~dy, during which time the sand 
continued to be extracted. 

The key question to be reso~ved by this study was the nature of the 
Whiritoa beach system; ie: "was it a closed system?" You advised 
Ratepayers in the 1979 rate notice ~ 

WHIRITOA: 
Sand pit: Following a meeting between representatives of Council and 
The lIauraki Catchment Board, the Bo~rd requested Dr ,R.F. 
McLean of the Geography Department, University of Auckland, 
to prepare a report to examine a contention of Mr Max 
Christopherson of the University of Waikato, that the 
Whiritoa Beach sand system is partially or possibly a 

, completely closed sYst~m. 

Dr McLean's report of December 1979 leaves no room for doubt. His 
conclusions read 

CONCLUSIONS: 
, , 

(3) An evaluation of potential sources and, sinks indicates 
lho Whirl loa system operates effectively as a "closed" 
sediment system", one that does not receive or lose 
significant amounts of sand' through natural processes. 
The present major loss is undoubtably through sand mining 
at the southern end of the beach anQ the quantities extracted' 

. are not offset by contemporary inputs. 

(4) 'Within the system itself there are larg~ exchanges of 
Ilftd 88 'W@@fl 'i8 '8\if B\8lBllbI88!@Ai @811\8@fl@fl!Jf' 8@A@ll f ': . 
lagoon, nearshore and fo~~dune~ There is :also evidence 
to suggest that the amount of sand available in relation 
to impinging wave-wind energy (particularly storm waves) 
is' insufficient to maintain an equilibrium profile without 
continued erosion of the foredune. In thfs sense the beach-' 

I I 

nearshore zone is undernourished. I 

(5) In these circumstances': it is most probable that continued 
sand mining will further deplete the rese~oir and induce 
further erosion. 

i 
Scientists of Dr McLean's calipre are careful people. There is no 
absolute certainty when dealing with nature. : Therefore, when Dr McLean 
states that further erosion is "MOST PROBABLE", this is a very strong 
state~ent for a',scientist to make. . - . 
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The 'Council accepted the McLea~ report and refer to it in the recent 
Whiri toa Reserv$ Management Plan. ~I "r , I '; 

"A recent report (McLean) on tho Whiritoalsand system .:: f 

. indicates that it is a "closed system" with both'natural'" 
supplies and'losses to the system being quite small on a ' 
year-by-year basis. I 
Also evident was the fact that because the total amount of 
sand in t~e system is not large, the for,shore will always 
be under threat from, sea erosion, especially during storms." 

, 
It should be recalled that subsequently the Council saw fit to impose 
building restrictions on the comb~ned surf rlU~ and Community. Hall 
becau~e of the risk of eros~on: . 

Dr Healy's evidence showed only 50 000 m~ of sand in reserve in 1974. 
The sand reserve which is some times at sea'and sometimes on the beach 
is the only safety factor protecting the foredunes 1his sand absorbs 
the energy in tpe waves and so prevents undercutting of the dunes. 
Whiritoa is a much steeper beach than other;beaches such~as Waihi. 
As a result the storm waves impinge on beach with considerable energy. , I " 
Diagram of the Submarine Profil •• of Whirilra and Waihi , 

: , 
1 

I · 
, , 

I ' 

5UBiv\ARIt'-J£: PROfiLES 
Whirit6a and Waihi !. 
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"' . 1 The Ratepayers are concerned at the long term effects. With good ,-

weather the sand should acrete on the beach and be taken to sea 
during a storm. After the storm it is returned to the beacti • 
Naturally, there is also constant minor shifts of sand along the 
beach caused by tide and winds. 

In the letter of 28 March 1979, Council advised us that the f~llowing 
sand quantities were extracted z 

.1974 4,932 cubic yards , 
1975 5,750 " " 

, .' 
1976 7,231 " " ' . 

____ . __ '·-0-

ie: Total of 17 913 • cubic ,yards over 3 years 

thl'at We do not have subsequent figures, but know the contractors are 
authorised to take up. to 4,317 m3 p.a. I ~ 

In the 1974 storm the effects were detected and reported by 
Mr Christopherson. By 1978 approximately 25 000 m3 or half the safety 
margin in the reserve was gone. In the storm' in 1978, the foredunes 
were seve~elyattacked. Local residents and regular visitors, as well 
as photographs show that the dunes have not recovered at all since these 
storms. What will happen at Whiritoa if there is a major'storm in 1981 
or a future y.ear? With a constantly reducing protective reserve, we 
are concerned that an Omaha situation with all its less than satisfactory 
expensive protecti~e works will be needed 'at Whiritoa. 

It is true that some minor sand movements caused by wind have caused 
an accumulation of sand at a fence line, as observed by the Ministry 
of Transport on 17 september, 1980. This is merely part of the cycle 
movements described by Dr·Healy. ! 

On page 10 of his report, Dr McLean states that Whirit6a sand is a 
non-renownb 10 rOBourco. Wo con tOllJ Lhat whQn~ l~lId uno policy 1n " ' 
determined by this council, then t~is sand has a valuo for the 
protection of the foredunes and as a recreational area for the district. 
The Council's own plan for Whiritoa's reserves acknowledges its value. 

This reserve has both local and regional importance as it is the only 
easily accessible beach between Waihi Beach and Whangamata. 

: . 
With a non-renewable resource,' such land use value outseigh~ any short
term commercial uses ot the~and. Council provided the planning 
guidance and'approvals for Whiritoa and by doing so, created a direct 
obligation to act to protect and preserve the:valuable public and 
private asset created and largely paid for byithe Whiritoa·Ratepayers. 

, ! 

since the completion of McLean report in Decemoer 1979,' various 
Government and local bodies have been involved. A good summary is 
provided by our Solicitor'. letter of 21 Augur ~980. ,;" 

Fortunately th~ weather has be~n good since 1978, but this obviously 
cannot continue. Major storms occur at irregJlar intervals and the 
subdivision ~ust'be safeguarded against erosicin when these storms 
occur. Even a ma~9r s~9rm'once in 20 years, mus~ be quarded aqinstl 
'In ~'1' ih~ oa.ln pano,,.'o4 tnt .u»4LvL.Lon. 
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WHIRITOA 
, " . , 

BEACH "::' 
'. , 

ALTERED 
I .• 
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5 

) 
~y, It W:lS cVkknt that the , 
lora had wa~hc:l (J~'cr the u¢ 
pit 3n:! j(;~~ flo\\'(:d d!l\\:J K=~ 
Tiki R03d. th\t county cng'incer •. 
M,' 0: II, SLew~L rtVot1s: , , . 

Other points of likely future penetration are the low areas formed 
by th.e subdividers bulldozing the tops of dunes into adjacent open 

• I 
areas. 

.' . 

* * * * * 

. I 

To fJumrn.'\rioo I 
I· 
I 

z. 
. 3. 

" 4. 

Whiritoa is a closed beach. 
i 

I 
In 1974 there were only 50 000 cubic m in reserve. 

i 
In 1978 the storm severelydamaged the sand dunes and 
penetrated the subdivision down KonlTiki Avenue. 
No recovery of, the dunes is evident~ . 

Since 1974 some 30-40 000 m3 of sand has been taken from , 
tho' closed beach system reserve. 

S. There is now a very small reserve left on the beach and 
this places all property at risk during future storms. 

6. ,The Ratepayers believe. and request that Council act now. 

The McLean study confirmed the conclusions of the £hristopherson study. 
We see no merit or value in any further studies. With the reserve 
margin almost depleted, there is not time left. The sand mining must 
be stopped immediately. It ~y already be too late to prevent damage 
at the next storm and the consequential and ,inev~table ensu~ng 
li tiga tion. •• 

At Omaha which was also designed'by Broadland's Engineers, the effects 
of aand extraotion wore notjully apparent fdr 20 yonrn. I 
At Whiritoa there is n~ such a slender safety margin left, that it 

, would be irresponsible for Council to continue to GAMBLE with nature 
using a Public Beach and Rat~payers property. as the stake. 

.' 0 

': 

, . . ' 

Accordingly, we ask that this Committee today, recommend that·the 
Ohinemuri County Council act, today to permanently stop.the sand 
mining, using the various powers vested in the Council. 1:: 
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<9kinemuri @"u.nl'l @"uncil 

Telephone : 8609 
Address all Correspondence to 
the County Clerk. 

YOUR REFERENCE: 54/15/48 

24 December 1980 

'ft Yo II' Re,1y , ...... Quote: 

M.W. PARKER 

Fif. No. 811 

secretary for Transport, 
Ministry of Transport, 
Private Bag, 

-6 JANJ981 
I (j ,,,. 1::S I " y 

OF TH4NSPOR ~ 
Nc>. f 

P.O . Bux 17, 
Pueroa. 

WELLINGTON ATTENTION: Mr Ewing 

Dear Sir, 

RE: SAND EXTRACTION - WHIRITOA BEACH 

Further to my letter of 16 October 1980 I have to advise you that 
follm,!ing a discussion with r.1r R.W. Harris, Chief Engineer to 
the Hauraki Catchment Board, the Town and Country Planning Committee 
recommended to Council that in light of the inconclusive information 
available regarding the effect of sand mining on Whiritoa Beach no 
action be taken against the contractors at this stage. 

The recommendation was adopted by Council and it approved of the 
Committee agreeing to receive a deputation from the Whiritoa 
Ratepayers' Association at its next meeting to be held on 3 February 
1981. 

I will advise you of the outcome of this meeti ng in due course. 

Yours ail J' 
M.W. PARKER 
COUNTY CLERK ,j 

)"r ~. ~ if c~r,~ 
~ 

~LAli 
It' ~ .g\ 
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... - ............. -... . 4ni:i. ·s: I nltlals: ........ .c.h1.rr. .... .. 
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21 August 1980 

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 

450 QUEEN STREET 
AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND 

, 

\ , 
The Honourable C.C.A. McLachlan, 
Parliament House, 
WELLINGTON 

Dear Sir, 

re: Whiritoa Beach 

TELEX. NZ21U8 

OUR REF' 

R.A.Fisher 
YOUR REF: 

.. 

RECEIVEOJ 

ls:mGil mD 

MINISTER"SOFFICS' 

The writer is acting on behalf of the Whiritoa Ratepayers 
Association. The members of the association are deeply 
concerned that the continual operation of sand mining at the 
beach places their properties at risk. Whiritoa Beach is 
situated approximately 20 kilometres north of Waihi in the 
Ohinemuri County Council District. 

For a number of years owners of beach sections have been 
pressing the Council to have the sand mining at the southern 
end of the beach stopped. The sand is removed from a sandpit 
on land described as Whangamata 6B 3B 2 Block. The Maori Land 
Court on the 25th November 1976 vested the land in trustees 
under the provisions of section 438 of the Maori Affairs Act 
1953. 

The residents' efforts to have the Ohinemuri County Council take 
action· against the trustees'of the land has met with little 
success. Council's attitude is summed up in the following 
extract, from a statement accompanying the Council's rate demand 
which was forwarded to ratepayers in September 1978. 

"Sandpit: Council continues to receive complaints about 
the excavation of sand from the Maori owned property at 
the south end of the beach. The position is that the 
owners had existing use rights under the Town & Country 
Planning Act 1953 when the District Scheme became 
operative on September 1st, 1972, and in the 
circumstances, Council considers that it cannot intervene 
in the matter". 

The writer first received instructions from one of the 
ratepayers at Whiritoa beach and wrote to the Councilon the 19th 
October 1978 
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referring the Council to section 77 of the Town & Country 
Planning Act 1977. The writer contended that the sand mining 
was a major factor in the reduction in sand volume on the beach 
and that this was resulting in erosion of the dunes. It 
appeared to the writer therefore that the sand mining was 
obviously an "objectionable element" involving a "danger or 
detraction from amenities ••••• to other persons or property" 
to quote from Section 77 subsection (1) of the Town & Country 
Planning Act. In the writer's view it was quite clear by 
virtue of subsection (2) of Section 77 that the section applied 
even if the use giving rise to the objectionable element was 
permitted as an "existing use" under Section 90 of the Town & 
Country Planning Act 1977. In the writer's view Section 77 
of the Town & Country Planning Act 1977, gave the Council 
greater powers than did Section 34A of the Town & Country 
Planning Act 1953 upon which Council had based its opinion that 
it could not take action against the operators of the sandpit. 
The Ohinemuri County Council's Town & Country Planning Committee 
met in early November 1978 and discussed the matter with 
representatives of the Hauraki Catchment Board. In December 
1978, the Catchment Board took the initiative and requested Dr. 
R.F. McLean of the Department of Geography at the University. 
of Auckland to carry out an investigation into certain aspects 
of the effects of the continuing sand extraction. The Council 
at that time took the 'view that it did not have enough evidence 
to take legal action under the Town & Country Planning Act 1977. 
In March 1979 the writer received a letter from the Council's 
solicitors Messrs Carden & Stout wherein they stated : 

"We agree with you that Section 77 gives Council wide 
powers including the power to stop, remove or reduce an 
objectionable element, including an objectionable element 
which is permitted as a existing use by virtue of Section 
90 of the Act. The sand mining is not, in our opinion, 
per se an objectionable element. It is also our opinion 
that if the sand mining is causing erosion, or even 
diminunition of the sand on the beach and therefore likely 
to cause erosion, then it is an objectionable element". 

Messrs Carden & stout confirmed that at this stage the Council 
considered that it had no evidence that the sand mining was . 
causing erosion. 

It is relevant to note that there had been :-

"An earlier report on "the effect of sand mining on the 
erosion potential of Whiritoa beach" prepared by M.J. 
Christoffersen (1977) as an m.s.c. Thesis in Earth 
Science, University of Waikato. Christoffersen 
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considered the beach system at Whiritoa was "closed" to 
replenishment from outside sources and argued that' because 
of this, the continued mining of some 4,000 cubic metres 
of sand per year would quickly deplete the sand reservoir 
and cause beach erosion and dune recession. He 
recommended the cessation of sand mining". 

That quote is taken from the introduction to the report of Dr 
Roger McLean which was completed in December 1979. The writer 
feels sure that the Christoffersen study was known to the 
Council at least during 1978. 

A copy of Dr McLean's report was received by the writer from 
the Hauraki Catchment Board on the 18th February 1980. For 
your information a copy of Dr McLean's report is enclosed with 
this letter. Dr McLean's report was understandably rather 
technical and complex. However on page 10 of the report Dr 
McLean stated : . 

"It thus becomes clear that the Whiritoa sand system 
contains a finite amount of sand t~at has slowly 
accumulated over the last few thousand years, and, that 
on a year by year basis both natural supplies and losses 
to the system are quite small. In this sense the sands 
at Whiritoa can be regarded as a non renewable resource. 

In the absence of compensating inputs the extraction of 
some 3 - 5000 cubic metres per year through sand mining 
practices over the last decade or so must have depleted 
the quantity of sand in the system and will further reduce 
the total if the practice continues in future". 

On page 11 of the report Dr McLean referred to the loss of sand 
from the beach during a storm in 1974 and stated :-

"The magnitude of such sand movements suggests that the 
fore dune base will always be under threat. Thus the 
greater the quantity of sand maintained in the beach and 
near shore zones the "healthier" the dune will be as these 
areas serve as buffers to dune-toe erosion. Any process 
that depletes the total quantity of sand in these zones 
will diminish the buffers effectiveness and enhance the 
likelihood of dune recession". 

The final paragraph of Dr McLean's report is paragraph 5 of the 
conclusion which reads :-

"In these circumstances it is most probable that continued 
sand mining will further deplete the reservoir and induce 
further erosion". 
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The writer has discussed the whole matter with Dr Jeremy Gibb of 
the water & Soil Division of the Ministry of Works and 
Development in Wellington, and Dr Gibb has studied the. reports 
of both Christoffersen and Dr McLean and agrees with the 
findings and conclusions of those reports. 

The writer had further correspondence with the Ohinemuri County 
Council and the Town Planning Committee of the Council 
eventually considered Dr McLean's report at its meeting on the 
6th March 1980. The Hauraki Catchment Board and the Council 
also met to discuss the report. In March of 1980 the writer 
was given the name of a Mr Whitehead who was an officer in the 
Marine Division of the Ministry of Transport at Wellington. At 
that time the writer discussed with Mr Whitehead the possibility 
of your department taking action against the Trustees under 
Section 244 of the Harbours Act 1950. At that time Mr Whitehead 
expressed the view that the matter was "primarily in Council's 
Court." 

The Ohinemuri County Council further considered the matter on 
the 16th April 1980 and subsequently advised the writer that 
the County's solicitor had been requested to obtain an opinion 
of Counsel before taking any further action. Despite a number 
of requests to the Council, the Council was not prepared to 
disclose to the writer the name of the senior counsel instructed 
by it. 

On the 30th July 1980 the Council advised : 

"In the meantime, the Commissioner for the Environment 
has discussed the matters relating to the Whiritoa sandpit 
with the writer and it would seem that the Minister for 
the Environment will be approaching the Minister of 
Transport to take action under Section 244 of the Harbours 
Act 1950". 

Unfortunately Mr Whitehead is no longer with the Marine Division 
of the Ministry of Transport and another officer of the Marine 
Division suggested that the writer forward a letter to the 
Department for its consideration. The writer has taken the 
liberty of forwarding this letter direct to you and has sent 
a copy to your department. The writer seeks your able 
assistance in bringing the long drawn out matter detailed above 
to a head. 

Section 244 of the Harbours Act makes it an offence to remove 
any sand or other material from any part of the foreshore except 
pursuant to a licence under Section 146A of the Harbours Act. 
Subsection (3) of Section 244 states :-

"Where the removal of any material from any part of any 
land is likely to produce, either directly or indirectly, 
any detrimental effect on the foreshore or on any beach 
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or reserve adjoining the foreshore, or to lead, either 
directly or indirectly, to any inroad by the sea or by 
any tidal water, it shall be unlawful for the owner of 
the land or any person to remove that material from that 
part of the land without the prior consent in writing of 
the appropriate authority •••• ". 

The writer understands that neither the Maori Trustees, nor the 
contractors operating the sandpit have a licence under the 
Harbours Act, and it appears to the writer that a continuing 
offence has been and is being committed. 

We would request therefore that your Department investigate the 
position as a matter of urgency. In the meantime the writer 
will be continuing to press the Ohinemuri County Council to also 
take action under the Town & Country Planning Act 1977. What 
the writer does not want to happen is for the Council to look 
to the Ministry of Transport for action, and the Ministry of 
Transport to look to the Council for action, for while there 
is any further inaction on the part of either or both of the 
Council and the Ministry of Transport, it is certain that the 
operators of the sandpit will be continuing their action in 
trucking away large quantities of sand which is stated by Dr 
McLean are "a non renewable resource". 

The writer looks forward to your assistance in the matter. 

Yours faithfully, 
SIMPSON,COATES & CLAPSHAW 

per : 

ET4, 21-25 
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DIMENSION . OF THE WHIRITOA SAND SYSTEM 
AND IMPLICATION FOR SAND MINING. AND SHORE. EROSION 

INTRODUCTION 

In October 1978 I wa .asked by the Hauraki.Catchment Board to comment 

on the sand resources of Wijiritoa beach and on the relationship between sand 

mining , and shore erosion. 'IThiS request followed reports on the occurrence 

of severe beach.erosion atjWhiritoa during July-August 1978. At that time 

local.residents suggested ,he commercial extraction of sand from the pit at 

the southern end of the be1ch'was a contributing factor. 
11: 

. An' .earlier. report on::l"The effect of sand mining' on .the· erosion potential 
cI 
II • 

. of :Whiritoa.beach~· preparefby:M.J., Christopherson: (1977) ,as an .M. Sc. ~hesis 

in"Earth science"luniversi~y of Waikato, was made.avaUable.to.me by the Board. 
II' 

That .study de:scribed in detil. the wave' climate. of Whiritoa,' beach and dune 

sand texture, mineral.ogy aId provenance,.' an~ beach. profile and volumetric 

c~ges,based on weekly s~eys ~arried out during 1974., In.1974 a number 

of erosional'events occurr]d such that following.the autumn.storms of 1974 

· (which eroded an estimated 112,000 cubic metres.from the beach) a reservoir of 

.only abeuo·SO,OOO cubic metres of sand was.left between the base of,the fore

dune and the sea. ChristoJherson·considered·the beach.system at WhiritoA was 
. I 

· 'closed', to replenishment ~rom outside sources. and argued that because of this, 

the continued mining of some 4,000 cubic metres of sand per year ~uld quickly 

deplete .~e ,sand .·reservoir land cause beach .erosion and dune recession. He 

're~ommended'the cessation.,f sand mining. 

It.should.be noted. that Christopherson's observations were e~sen~ially 
: I . 

restricted,to the sUbaerialiand~intertidal portion of the beach1 he did not 

investigate·the,nature of. the topography or sediments in the nearshore zone 
Ii. 

below low water mar~ nor ~t areas further. offshore and alongshore. Becaus~ 

there -is obviously.an exc~nge Qf.sediment between the beach and its adjacent 

nearshore ~one as well as~~e possibility of subtidal. sediment transfer 
"1 

alongshore;. the real.seawa1d.and,lateral boundaries of the Whiritoa sand system 
", 

were not positively or. sufficiently determined. Further, . the input potentials 

of the stre'ams .. that drain ·¥e. Wbiritoa catchment. and exit :via lagoons at the' 

: northern ~d southern end~~' r :~~f . the beach. were not fully evaluated. Without 
, I 

such.information conclusio s on:the.effects of extracting sand from the 
I '. I 

beach sys~em.cannot be. t~' assertive. It was with these points in mind that· 
'I 

· the present. inves~igation .:as ·undertaken • 
. 'I 
: 'I 

.1 

. , il 

" 
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_ PURPOSES i 

" 

I! 
" 1 

)' I I 
I, : I (. 'j 1 

I ! "I 

The:objectives'of tqis report are to: 
I) 'I ,I 

(1), ,De,scr,ibe'.s~me .~f .. the physical properties'of Whiritoa 

·beach',sand and'1
1
,to compare these with sediments from ot~er 

, ': II 
~local .en~i~onrnents. 

1:1 
.(2) Delimit.the spqtial dimensions of the Whiritoa sand system 

'11 . 
,~rticular1y its seaward and alongshore boundaries, the 

~undari~s beJg ;identified by a marked change in sediment 

, type. :1, 
, Ii 

(3) ~. ,As~es~:>the .pot~tial sources and sinks of ,·this sand and 
, ; 'I ,,'I 'I, ,!H~ 
, ,·'the magnitude 'of' contemporary inputs . and outputs to the 
, ',;' i: ;': I d!~: 

, I "t' 'f' ." " a:ys em. 'I ',;, I !j:~' .; 
It' II . : i' ! I I ~ ~r' : 

(4) : Consider: the . im[cr" lica tions of this information :for sand 
I, I! \ , ;, Ii r 

'm~ing'and 'sho' a.stability . 
; . , .. : I: .jil'l 

Of a large n~er. o~rpossible properti.es that could.be utilized to 
I 

describe the sediments onLy,the two simplest, mean grain size and sorting 

are used here. for it was tound.,that the resolution of ,these descriptors 
I· 

, achieved the stated purposes and that .. further measures Would yield little 
, , ,I 

addi~onal p;actical,information. ' 
, 

~ i 
DATA.AND PROCEDURES 

'/ 
. i :1' .. , 

In May 1979 five profiles were surveyed across the.beach from fore dune 

datums ·to below~~e ~ter·:.~ine;. and.continued offsrore for.up to 1.5 km ----. . ., I 
':1" -:' using ~Cho-soundi,ng .t~ctui~es ... Survey results are given on HCB drawing 

,! :. lIP.' 1833. ' .' ',1\ . 

. Sediment samples:were collected on the transects, elsewhere in the 

b d ff h Wh · .: I 11 ,._'- f th ' be ayan 0 s ore at ~r~toa.as we as at a nwuuer 0 0 er s~tes tween 
I 

:~ng~ta.to the north and Mataora to the south. A·total.of 54 samples 

was obtained;' ,1~cations .+e shown on Figure 1. 

Samples were sieved~~~ ~,¢ (phi) intervals by A. Willougby.at the 
, I d' . 

University of, Waikato who.,rupplied the basic data to me ... From these histograms 

. ;' 
l 

• and cumulative f~equenCy,~~ves were constructed, Folk percentile values 
_.1"''', • "!I' 

),.J ! abstracted and standard (Folk); grain .size parameters, for mean size and 
) "., . fj , 

't, 'i'~orting (~tandar~ deviati1r), calculated. All samples were:inspected under 

" the binocular. microscope .. , b~b~t;..!:n:::o~aua.~~n .... t ... J.""· ta~t~~~' v.::e...:m~i;::n:.:e:.:r~a:;;l~o::;g~~::· c::a:;l;..w:o~r.:k&· .~w~a~s~csaiilrl=r!::i:::e5d!doa 
! • -"~: ~...... -

. out ... ,In November:~1979. stream,. ~agoon' and onshore sediment 'and rock samples --=- :;1 . 
". were collected from Whititoa but only. two samples f;om the ,Whiritoa stream/ , 

" , 
J. ~ 

': 
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• lagoon 

--; 7-' -

and two from. Ramaran:ta stream/l.agoon have so far .been graded and 
j 

inspected • ., The.location of these samples is given in Figure 1. 
f ~ 

BA~TRY i' 
:1 
i! 

, II 

Figure.2 is' a.general bathymetric.map of the Whiritoa 
; I • :1 

area based 

. 'on enlargements .of· .the 1: 100, 000 Hydrographic Charts NZ 534 and 541. 

: 
! i 
! ( , 
: ' 
I 

i 
· , i,: 

I 

~ 
· ! 

Sample:depths as.calculateq in.the field are also shown; .these tend to 

indicate c~nsistently deeper depths for equivalent positions than the 

published charts •• The hyd~ographic charts indicate that· the sea floor 

9ff Whiritoa is shallow.an4.slopes.gently offshore in regular fashion 

such that.the 100 m depth.contour. is 24·km offshore and the 50 m depth 

'contour 9-9.5 km.from the. coast .. Towards·the.land the'gradient incrementally 

'increases untiL in depths between 8-9 m below low water·mark.there is an 

abrupt ,steepening. This important bathymetric change of slope is clearly 

shown on' the five echosounding traverses run off Whiritoa in May 1979 

(HCB,.Draw~ng No. 1833). 

Figure 3 shows.the inshore part of three of these runs together with 

the beach profiles; profile 1. is from the.northern end of the'beach, 

profile 3 from. the c~ntre and.profile.S from.the southern end. This diagram . 
shows'(l) ~at the morphology an~ gradients are comparable along the length . 
of Whlritoa and (2) that.the effective morphologic base of the beach passes 

I 
I 

below. low )rciter and .. down .to the .seaward.edge of what is defined here as the 
. . i 

'nearshore :face'_. Note.·also· that the break of slope occurs. consistently' ~t 
i . '. 
·a distance of -.180-225 m from low .. water mark, and that. it. remains within 

the confines. of the. embayment .limited .. by the. cliffs ,and :rocks to the north . 
lind Otonga Point .. to .the .so~th."(F.igure. 2) •. This topographic change in slope 

. . I 

coincides with the'major change :in sediment type and effectively delimits 

the seaward'bo~ndary of the Whiritoa sand system .(see below). 

SEDIMENT TYPES 

During the plotting of size frequency distributions, ,calculation of 

Folk statistics .. and microsCope inspection of bulk samples' it became clear 

that. the whole sample.suite (more than 60 samples) could be divided into 

various .. types and sub-types classified on .the basis of the environments , 

. from.which.they were·obtained. A number of ,environments or'sub-environments 

were dist~guished: 

Stream 

Lagoon 

! , 
I 

. ! 

; ..... 

• 
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I i 

1. 

I, 
I 

" 

Foredune I 
I 

Nearshore (0-8 m below LWM) 
i: 

Inshore I. (8-16 m below LWM) 

Inshore II (16-24 m ~low LWM) 
I 
I 

Offshore .I,~(24 ... 32 m below LWM) 
I ! 

Offshore II: (32-40 m below LWM) 
I I :1 
, 'I 

Differences between some of these deposits are very marked; others 

are more sUbtle. ,,' 
! 

of ways below. 
I 

! 

I 

Similarities and differences are illustrated in a number 

II) 

;! 
;", 

Size freClU!Dcy.envelopes .-): '. 
'i curves 'III' 

Size f~equency/deri~ed'Lrom his~ograms give a visual'impression of 
I I j .: •• 

the relative .. :quantities ofikterial tin. each. size grade, .in. this case based 
,\ Ii I 

qn'J,·phL.intervals. Among',other .th~ngs they indicate ,the.nature of a samplels 
, . . I' 

size .disttib~tion:includ~g,the absolute r~nge of. sizes present, the modal 

lsize (most f~equentlY occ~ring,size), sizes that are 'particularly wel~ 
represented. (high .% • frequency) and, sizes .. that are· deficient. (small % frequency) 

in the sample. 

Individual. frequency,curves'£or different depth zones in.the marine 

envir~nment'were'superimposed and the envelopes within which.all curves fell 

·are sh6wn ~ictoriallY·in Figure 4.' The overall modal ~end depicted is one 
I' 

of a general shift towards;the'right away from the.beach (ie. seaward fining) 
. . tliere 

though from Inshore. II to.Offshore .. II/is a movement back towards the left 

(ie~ offshore coarsening) • .l Also note: 

(i) The. absence of silt and 'clay in all samples. 

(ii) The lack of' fin~' . (2.,.3: ¢). and. very fine. sand .(3-4 ¢) in the beach 
i 

and nearshore.samples and conversely:the ,virtual absence of medium (1-2¢) 

and coarse sand (O~l¢),in'the inshore sediments. There is thus very little 
I, 

Qverlap between the first pair.and. second.pair 'of deposits .. which s.uggests there 

'is'little mix~ng' of sands. between.:·the nearshore and ..inshore zones. 
~ ; 1 

Ii 
(iii). Included'on ~'Inearshore plot, are two shallow water samples 

from waimama ,Bay .. at. the .. north . end. of Whir i toa and one.from. inside otonga Point 
, • I' 

at the, south. end .(see.Figure.l Lor.locations). These .samples (especially 40 

and 41)'are.clearly differ~nt from.those at equivalent depths off Whiritoa 

in t;hat. they are, much _finer .and only have a sl.ight overlap' with the bulk of 

the samples. ' It .,is .this .s<;>rt of. evidence that. permits conclusions on the 

lateral.:~longshore) extentiof,the.Whiritoa sand system. 

(iv) Offshore.sediments possess a bimodal (two peaked). distribution 
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I, 

suggesti?g they are composed of mixtures of .two quite discrete sand sizes, 
, I 

one fine (similar to the ·inshore samples) the other'coarser (more akin 

to the mode in the nearshore sediments). 

(v) Minor modes on the left· of. the distributions all represent 

the presence of broken or whole.shell fragments in the coarse sand sizes. 

These occur .. most notably in the beach .materials. 

2. 'Mean'grain size versus sorting 

Mean size is a function of the size range of available materials 

'and.the amount of energy imparted. to ~ sediment by the transporting 

"medium (wave, wind, stream, current) •.. Sorting or standard deviation is the 

spread .or dispersion of sizes ·within· a "sample .and depends in part on inherent 

grain size, fluctuations in energy.of;the transporting.medium and.variations 

in source materials •. A plot of mean size against.sorting summarizes a 

point for each sample which.can.be.seen:in.relation to all other samples. 

Figure 5 is such a diagram ,based: on values for all' Whiritoa samples 

" listed in the. appendix, .excluding the. dune samples whose values fall within 

the field,delineated by the beach samples. It is obvious from this figure 

that grouping occurs . ..:such. that ·differences. within-environments are less than 

betw~en-environments,;though,the~e.is some.overlap notably between the beach 

and'nearshore samples.on ,the one 'band and the three deepest zones on the 

:1" 

I. .; 

other. '. Note also: I 
, ' 

(i). The ~~rgest .vq.riation'· is. for the ,beach ~amples . principally 

"~-because of.the.presence,oi; varying quantities of coarse shell fragments; 

their, presence increases ~tb the. size, and sorting values. 
" 

I 
!. 

I , 
(ii). The beach s~1es ,grade into. the adjac·ent.,nearshore field and 

clearly.indicates.mixing:between.the subaerial beach and its.subtidal 

continuation. 

~iii).There is no overlap between the'nearshore zone and the zone , 
illmediately to seaward' (Inshore, 9-16.m).. Instead a significant break 

exists on the size-sorting plot:between those two environments (a gap of 
. " 

a whole phi'. unit). w4ich suggests there is little exchange of . sands between 

them. 

(iv) paradoxically·th~.group of sands closest in.character to those 
, 

.from the beach and. nearshOre.are·.from ,the. deepest water, but there is no 
•• r 

obvious .pathway on the:pl~t :to .s.~ggestia:physical l'i:nkage between them • 

. ' (v)' . The stream and ;l.agoon samples are markedly dilferent from 
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the others JIlost notably i~ terms of their sorti.ng values. 

.. I 
3. Average textural.characte~istics 

The discreteness 'of the size/sorti.ng groupings portrayed .in F.igure 5 
I 

suggests·that it is:valid' to describe each environment in terms of its 

typical textural characteristics. Table I gives the numeric.averages (or 

grand means)":of' size and ~orting together with the appropriate (Folk) 

verbal descriptors based ~n'values listed in the appendix. 

TABLE I 

SIZE and SORTING 
r_'-+-~ _________ •.. _ AVE~GE $AN 

,I 
I 
l 

, . , 

-l' 

• I 

Av. mean' size Av: sorting 
Environment mm :" ¢ ¢ Conunent 

Stream .0.55 i 10.86 1.22 Poorly sorted coarse sand 

Poorly. sorted medium sand 

Moderately well sorted 

Lagoon: 0.26 

Foredune 0.42 

Beach 0.48 

Nearshore 0.37 
(0-8 m» 

Waimama Bay 0.16 
~~-8 m) 

Inshore I O~l6 

(8-16 m) 

Inshore II 0.15 
(16-24 m) 

Offshore .1 0.20 
(24-32 m) 

Offshore II 0.30 
(32-40 m) 

1 , 
.11.91 

~ 

; 1.24 

1.05 

.1.42 

2.67 

2.67 

i 2.71. 

i 

' 2.35 , 
I 
I . 

: 1. 75 

.1.25 

0.51 

0.53 

0.55 

0.41 

0.41 

0.53 

0.51 

0.58 

medium sand 

Moderately well sorted 
medium sand 

Moderately well sorted 
medium sand 

Well sorted fine sand 

Well· sorted fine. sand 

Moderately well sorted fine 
sand 

Moderately well sorted fine 
sand' 

Moderately well sorted 
medium sand 

; : 
Apart·from the stream and lagoon sands, which are poorly' sorted (wide 

I 

range.of sizes) all the other environments possess well or moderately well 

sorted sediments. (narrow range of sizes) the best sorted being those from 

the.inshore.zone • In terms of mean.size the sediments can·be classed as 

• ~ fine or medium sands (range'of diameters from 0.15 to 0.50 mm) excluding 

those from.the stream bed. The finest sands occur in the inshore zones 

between depths of .8-24 m •... Seaward and landward of this belt diameters increase. 

><:t- Note also. that the Waimama Bay sands·.from depths shallower than 8 m possess 
. I. 

identicaL.characteristics.to those between 8-16 m off Whiritoa. 



, 

&:: 

- 7 -

i··f 
Spatial pattern of sediments 

F.igp.re 6 is a ma.l? of bed sediments contoured at 0.5 ¢ intervals. It 

clearly shows that the sea floor off Whiritoa is mantled in fine sand 
, . 

(2-3 ¢). and that coarser medium sands (l-2.¢) are restricted to a narrow 

fringe along the shoreline and in a deeper water zone some 4.5 kID from the 

coast. It should be noted that the finest material within the fine sand 

belt.extends inshore almost to the' submarine·toe of the beach so that 

there is an abrupt change in sediment type and sl?pe immediately offshore 

from the beach. It is also clear. that· fine sands come in very close to the 
( , ;. ~ 

cliffs and rocks at Waimama Bay and.Otonga Point.immediately to the north 
,', 

and.south of.Whiritoa •. Seawards, belo~ depths of about 20 m there is a 

gradual coarsening of sediment in the fine sand belt such that sand roughly 
I j. 

comparable in texture to lthat. al~ng ,;the beach is reached in depths greater 
i . 

than' 32 m .. Importantly there is no obvious.dispersal pattern that links 
j, 

the two deposits. I 

5. Sand caDp:>si tion 

No detailed work on the constituent composition of the materials 

collected for this inves~igation has been carried out (but see Chri5topher~on( 

1977 for some mineralogical.data). However each sample was inspected under 
II • ~ • 

the binoGular mic;oscope~nd,it.became abundantly clear during this inspection 
: I ! 

that there were five gross compositionaLtypes in the sands of the area. 

These are summ~ized as. follows: 
1 " .. 

Stream - dominantly. rough dull. angular lithic (rock) fragments with 
. occasional>unpolished. ·quartz and feldspar grains. 

Lagoon -. . dominantly:' subrounded ,polished quartz. sand (similar to 
beach) .but· with a.ngular .shell fragments and high brown 
clay component (10 %). . . , 

silt/ 

Beach/nearshore -.dominantly subrounded highly polished.quartz sand 
with subsidary feldspar and coloured shell.fragments; heavy 
miner~s ~undantiin finer fraction. 

! 

Inshore - dominantiy fine angular glass shards with dull small broken 
shell fragments and ~raminifera. Whole bivalves - alive 
when. collected. 

Offshore - dominantly subangular-subrounded quartz and feldspar grains 
(variable.palish), angular glass fragments and heavy minerals 
abundant.in fine fraction. 

, 
Four of these five types are illustrated in the coloured photomicrographs 

in Figure .7.; Note the maj~r contrasts between.the stream, beach and inshore 

samples. and: the similarity between the beach and nearshore samples, and that 

from offshore. 
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Excluding the biogenic materials these. gross compositional I! 

characteristics are consistent with a derivation from acid volcanic rhyolitic ,I 
:1 rocks which outcropal~ng, the eastern Coromandel Peninsula. However they 

are also similar to the.~6unger rhyolites and ignimbrites of the Taupo-
Rotorua volcanic zone ar~und.the.central Bay of Plenty. 

WHIRITOA SA~ SYSTEM 

l~_ Wbiritoa sand type 

From the sediment data presented above it is apparent that the 
, -Wbiritoa beach sands are comparable i~ gross terms to those of the adjacent 

nearshore zone on one side and the'foredune on the other. All three environments I , 
.possess sediments that ca~.be classified texturally as clean, well to moderately 
well sorted medium to coarse sands. Median diameters fall mostly in the 
range of 0.35 to 0.55 mIn. j These sands are all similar.in appearance being 
whitish-grey with flecks of .black .,(heavy lJlineral) pink and gold (shell fragments) 
They are dominantly quartzose-feld~pathic in composition with subordinate 
shell and heavy minerals. ' The ~.ight minerals and shells are 
subrounded and highly polished: 'It_is these characteristics that distinguish 
the 'Whiritoa sand type' from other sands in the area both.onL and offshore. 

2 •.. Dimensions of the Whiritoa sarld system 

The area covered by ;'theWhiritoa sand type is qui-t::e small. Its' maximum 
'1 dimensions are shown on'Figure 6 by the shaded belt of medium.sand along _the 

beach •. Offshore.the seaward limit .is clearly defined by the major break in , . . 
slope and sediment type at the base .. of .. the nearshore face. (F.igure 3). This 
occurs~consistently along the.beach~£ront.at a depth of 8-9 m below low \ 

Water mark and at a.distance of.180~225.m from the water-line,·narrowing in 
1 a northerly direction. Alongshore.the boundary is less obvious.topographically , 

',but still can be identified. To.the north,.though.the narrow cliff-fOot rock-
strewn tidal beach at Wa~.Bay does possess sands broadly similar to those 
at Whiritoa, the sea floor'i.immediately offshore is carpeted. with much finer .' 
sands.which represent the ~nshore limit·of.the fine sand belt (Figure 6). I 

I Effectively the northern boundary can-be accepted.as aligned.with the rocks 
immediately north of the Ramarama ~agoon exit •. In the south the alongshore 
lx>undary occurs .further se'award. of the cliffline' (off the. hole-in-the-wall) 
but. the .position of. sample>35 .(F.igures 1. and 6) represent the transition from 

#the Whiritoa sand' facies tb·the inshore facies. There is no evidence from I this investigation to suggest that Whiritoa type sands extent around the head-, i 
tands at either otonQ~ Poi~t or waimama Bay. 

I' 

. ll~' i 

.. ~ .. t+--.. " , ...... _ ...... _I~ i 
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Onshore the boundary. was not inves~igated in detail. Whiritoa sands 

occur in the'frontal dune but do not ,extend much further west than a 

line marked by the settlement 1,5' north-south road. Landward of this a 

second dune consists of deeply.weathered yellow brown sands mantled with 

lapilli tephra with oc~sional bedrock exposures. However to. all intents 

? and purposes this landward boundarY'is academic and the natural active 

margin of the system can be ~egarded as the shore base of the foredune. 

In the lagoons at the northern and southern end of the settlement Whiritoa 

sands are found up to '200'm from the beachline at which.point they are 
! 

diluted by brown silts and.clays ~nd organic matter. 

3. \ . Sources 'and .losses and sysikm. dynamics. 
/ . . ! . i 

: There is no evidenc~ .. to. s.uggest that large quantities of. fresh sand 

are being contributed to ·the Whiritoa system at the present time from 
. I 

external. sources. The voicanic~rocks within the.catchment.are on the whole 

very deeply weathered. .. Hand pestle and mortar crush tests on a .number of 

samples from.road exposures,and.cliffs to the north.and south.indicated 

~ that the 'rocks' broke down· mainly to clay sized particles; only r~rely 
were sand sized. phenocrysts' and. crystals released • 

. Potential. contemporarY'so~ces of Whiritoa' sand are listed below 

tOgether with a .comment. on,' their' likely contribution. 

(1) Streams.- possibly supply minor quantities of Whiritoa type 

sand, 'but certainly not large amounts. Stream.beds and banks 

are dominated.by lithi~ gravels and clays. and only small amounts 

of 'sand most·,of which. consists of rock fragments and rarely 
I 

"crystalline ~terial (see Fig~e 7). 
! 

(2) Cliffs - very,uinor contribution through' debris' slides, rock 
t 

falls and abrasion.' . Breaks down into soft clays and not 

'granular sands. 
i 
'i 

(3) .Offshore -.nil. There is no evidence to suggest that the 

medium sands~ depths greater than 30 mover 4 km offshore 

(4) 

reach the beach. Inshore sands are too fine to settle permanently 

in the beach~nearshore zone. 
I 

Alongshore -:nil. There is no evidence to indicate littoral 

movement of. 'medium~coarse sands around the headlands to the 

north and south of Whiritoa." 

" 
(S) .Biogenic - minor~ . Molluscs are found in the intertidal and 
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subtidal zone of the adjacent cliffs and rocks and along the 
Ii: 

beach. Breardown of these does cOntinually supply fragments 

to the system, but in small·quantities.(Christopherson, 1977, 
. '. 

P 40, noted.that 2-10 % of ·the weight' of the Whiritoa beach 

isamples were.organic calcium carbonate). 
, 'jl: 

• : . : I 
'Thus, apart fram qUite minor amounts of stream.and cliffed derived 

I'; :!, 

sands. and· biOgenic materials the Whiritoa sand system does not receive any 
• :1 

fresh. sediment. It is not possible to put precise figures on. the amounts 

supplied by stream-cliff~biogenic sources but in my· opinion the quantities 
" 

would be,of,.the order of.:tens to a few hundred cubic.metres, certainly less 
, ~ I 

than .1000.~cub.ic:.metres ~:r year. 
. f,' 

.: ,~ ~l 
, . ii: 

Natural. sand 10sse~lfrom the ~ystem.are also small •. Our data ~uggests 
, ~ 

'there is .little .. loss eith~rseaward .of the nearshore .zone or alo.ngshore •. 
I ;1: ! 

Grain .to grain impacts in': the ,turbulent·.beach.nearshore. zone would cause 
i ,r I I 

some abrasion. of ,.particles, but. is regarded as unimportant considering the I ,. • . 
durabili.ty. of the sands. !' The major natural. loss of sand .is into the lagoons 

at the ends of'the beach.~hich.are ·part.of the system itself. These act as 
:' 

temporarY'sinks for:beacti materials but.are.periodically flushed during 
I, 

freshes, though there is,evidence to's~ggest that the'long-t~rm trend is 
! " . 

one of more permanent .. infUl ,by marine sands. 
, j ;!' 
It thus becomes . clear . that the Whiritoa sand. system contains a finite 

.... ;- ~- .... - . :I" 
amount.of.sand·that has slowly accumulated' over- the last few. thousand years, 

., .• ' ~d~ that :.on·: ~ ye~ro:-bY-y~~ 'basis both' natural supplies and 'losses to th~ 
. i I 

system are .. quite. small.. .In. this sense the .sands .. at Whiritoa can be r.egarded 
'. . I, . 

as a non~renewable resource. . 
. I: ' 

In the absence of. c~mpensating"inputs the extract~on.of some.3-S,000 .! 
I: 

vv)
' " cubic metres.'per year thr~Ugh .sand. mining practices over. the last decade 

. or so must ;have depleted .the quantity of sand in the system and will further 

' .• reduce the ... t9tai. if the rkactice continues in future. 
i 

';['lxmgh·. the. external. natural supplies and losses are of small magnitude 
: il' 

. sand transfers.within the, system.pre continuously operating in the manner 
• I: 

outlined .by Healy (1974) / .·Given the general:wind-wave energy regime and 

:. ~ . ~e cal~r~ ~ .. quantity ;o~. mate;rial. available. exchanges between the major 

" morphologic. components of~the.system,(foredune, .beach~ nearshore, lagoon) 

. '\ , , 

, . . i·'· . 
" of. a large ,macjnitude can .be expected.' . In the long-term this is apparent 

. !L. . 

from tbe.pre~en~e.of air":fall..Kaharoa ash, (890 ± 80.yr B.P.)· beneath the 

foredut:le 
I 

(pUllar,. et .. al,1; 1977) '. and in .. the short term by the fact that over 
I, . 
1J: ! .. 
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100,000 cubic metres of sand was loat from the beach.dur~ng a storm in 
I 

1974 (Christopherson, 1917), presumably.~inly·into temporar~ storage in 

the'near~hore zone. The'~gnitude of. such sand movements suggests that 
" 

the '£oredune base will always.be under threat. Thus th~ greater the 
" 

quantity of. sand maintained in ,·the beach and . near shore zones .the 'healthier' 

the dune will. be as these areas serve as buffers.to dune-toe erosion. Any 
'J , 

process~that depletes th~ total quantitY'of sand .in.these zones will diminish 
I 

the buffer.'.s effectiveness and. enhance the likelihood of dune recession. 

CONCWSIONS 

(1) The beach,dune an~ nearshore sediments at Whiritoa can be described as 
" I' • 

clean, well to moderately well sorted medium to coarse'shelly feldspathic 
,I 

quartzose sands. They are clearly distinguish~le from other sands within 
... 

the area, especially the: ;fine to very fine glassy sands that mantle the sea-

bed immediately off the beach and alongshore. 
" 

(2) The extent of the Whiritoa sand system is small.and confined. Offshore 

. the boundary is defined by a break in.slope and sediment type at a depth of 8-

9m below LWM and a distance of 180-225m from the water-line. Alongshore the 

boundary is less obvious but it does not extend much further than the beach's 
I 

northern and ·southern terminii. Whiritoa type sands do not extend around the 

headlands. 

(3) An evaluation of.potential sources and sinks indicates the Whiritoa 
I 

system opera'tes effectiv~lY as a 'closed sedim~ntary system I ,one that does not , 
receive or lose significant amounts of sand through natural processes. ~he 

I 

present major loss is undoubtably through sand mining at .. the southern end of 
i . 

the beach and.the quantities extracted are not offset by contemporary inputs. 

'(4)' Within' the system ~tself there are large exchanges of sand between its 
I . 

four morphological components; beach,lagoon, nearshore and foredune. There is 
I • 

~ \.also evidence to suggest that the amount of sand available in relation to 

-: ~ impinging wave-wind ene.rgly (particularly storm w~ves) is ~nsufficient to 

maintain an equilibrium profile without continued erosion of the foredune. In 

thiS' sense the beach-neaishore zone is undernourished. 

(5) In these circumstainces it is most probable that continued sand mining 

will further deplete the reservoir and induce further erosion. 
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GRAIN 

': FIGURE 4 
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FIGURE 5 . . 
GRAIN SIZE VERSUS SORTING PLOT 
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FIGURE 7 

PHOTOMICROGRAPHS OF WHIRITOA SANDS 

WHIRITOA STREAM 

Sample no. 64 

Size grade: 

0.25 to 1 mm (0-2~) 

x20 

BEACH 

Sample no. 50 

Size-grade: 

0.25 to 1 mm (O-2~) 

x20 

NEARSHORE 

(0-8 m below LWM) 

Sample no. 30 

Size grade: 

0.25 to 1 mm (O-2~) 

x20 
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INSHORE 

(9-16 m below LWM) 

Sample no. 32 

Size grade: 

0.06 to 0.25 m (2-4~) 
x20 

I NSH'ORE 

(17-24 m below LWM) . 

Sample no. 21 , . 
Size grade: 

0.06 to 0.25 mm (2-4~) 

x20 

OFFSHORE 

(33-40 m below LWN) 

Sample no. 24 

Size grade: 

0.25 to 1 mm (0-2~) 

x20 
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. 'OOREDUNE SAMPLES 

Sample 
. Number 

WA 11 

... WA 21 

WA 31 

WA 41 

I' WA 51. 
I 

. -,-~,-- WB -11 . 

'. : WB 21 
I, •• I 

;1 . 
;: .. WEt 31 
,:,::.: . 
',' 'WB 41 i: ' 
". WB 51 ' 1 

: 
Ices 59 . 

CCS 60. 

Mean 
size 
. (mm.) 
:1 ' 
.1 : 
0.39 
1 

.. 0.39 
1 
0.55 
I 

.0.41 
I 
0.36 I . 
0.39 
'I 

. 0.30 
i ) 
0.47· 

! I ! 
·,0.46 . 
: I I 

0.56 
1 I 
0.33 

I ,. I 
.0.44 
I 

BEACH SAMPLES 

50 

51 

52 

53 " 

54 

lolA 12 

WA 13 

WA 14 

.... WA 22 

, i 

WA 23 

WA 24 

WA 32 

WA 33 

WA· 34 

WA 42 

WA 43 

WA 44 

. WA 52 

WA 53 

WA 54 

0.41 

0.65 

0.49 

0.49 

0.41 
! 
0.39 

0.47 

0.'44 

0.40 

0.42 

0,.45 
1. 

0.47 
I 
) 

0.45 

0.58 

0.38. 

0.39 

0.45 

0.39 

0.40 

0.37 

·1 

11 - 21 -
) 

APP~IX: SAMPLE NUMBER ,MEAN SIZE AND SORTING 

Mean 
size 
(pr 

) 
). 

: f· :, . 
,1" 
:Sorting 

'11, : {p}' 

:i 
1. 35 :0;59 

ii 
1.34 . '0.52 

.1 0; .37 0.87. Ii 
1. 27 ,9.42 

\ . 
1.48 .0.41 

II 
1.34 0.46 

I ~ 

fl..74 ;9- 71 
1\ 

, 1.09,9.32 
)\ 

·~.ll ·0.34 
.Il . 

0.83 .. ' 0.99 
'I: ! 

1.61 . 0.63 
II 

1.18 0.43 

1.29 

0.61 

1~04 

1.03 

1.27 

1.35 

1.10 

1.18 

1.31 

1.24 

1.16 

1.09 

1.16 

0.78 

1.41 

1.36 

1.15 

1.37 

1.31 

. 1.42 

· : 

0.35 

0.79 

0.47 

0.53. 

0.50· 
! 
0.53 

0.40 
i 
0.42 

0.61 

. 0.54 
i 
0.49 
i 
·0.3~ 

0.38 
: 

· I 

0.34 
I 
0.39 

0.39 

0.53 

0.47 

0'.43 

.0.40 

· I 
: . 
) 

Verbal Description 

Moderately well sorted medium sand 

Moderately well sorted medium sand 

Well sorted coarse sand 

Well sorted medium sand 

Well sorted medium sand 

Well sorted medium sand 

Moderately sorted medium 'sand 

Very well sorted medium sand 

Very well sorted medium sand 

Moderately sorted coarse sand 

Moderately well sorted medium sand 

Well sorted medium sand 

Well sorted medium sand 

MGderately 'so~ted coarse sand 

Well sorted medium sand 

Moderately well sorted medium sand 

Well sorted medium sand 

Moder~tely well sorted medium sand 

Well sorted medium'sand 

Well sorted medium sand 

Moderately well sorted medium sand 

Moderately'well sorted medi~ sand 

Well sorted medium Sand 

Very well sorted medium sand 

Well sorted medium sand 

Very well sorted coarse sand 

Well sorted medium sand 

Well sorted medium s~nd 

Moderately well sorted medium sand. 

Well sorted medium sand 

Well sorted medium sand 

Well sorted medium sand 
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'; 'I , ~' 

• • 'I j 

".',") " .. : , 

• i 't!lf\' ' : 
';,1' ': 
,I' 'I 

'tT I , II 
, I 

I 
, I 
II 

"I~'" , (Beach Samples 
I : 

(contd) 

I .. 

\ 

WB 13 

',j . WB14 
I' • 

: ' 
;1, liB 22 

I 1m 23 

; WB 24 

WB 32 

WB 33 

WB 34 

WB 42 

WB 43. 

liB 44· 

-, . WB 52· 

WB 53 

WB 54. 

CCS 59B 

CCS 59W' 

CCS 60B", 

CCS 60W 

I 
Mean 
size 

, .'(mm) 
I i 

I' 
0'.37 

0.48 
i, 

0.42, 
I 

0.40 
I 
0.41 
,I 

0.43 

0.49 , . 
0.39 

Mean 
size 
(¢) 

1.42 

1.05 

1.24, 

1.32, 

1. 29 

1. 21 

1.02 

1.34 

0.46 1.11 
I 

0.42 1. 25 
I , 

0.47, 1.09 

:0.49 1.03 
\ ! 

0.51 . I 0.97 
'I I 

0.55 0.87 

0.82 

0.45 

0.47 
'1 
0.44 

0.48. 

J 

0.29 

1.16 

1.09 

1.18 

1.06 

I 
0.48 
I 

I ' 
0.32 .. 
/' 
.0.51 
I ~ 
0.40 

" 

0.57 
I, I 

0.47 
1'1 

'0.41 
I! 
0.38 
!1 

,0'.42 
II 

" 0.30 
,I 
0.32 
\: 
0.31 .. 
II 
0.52 
Ii 
0.55 
i 
0.80 
1: 
0.35 
!I 
0.55 
Ii 
0.37 
Ii 
0.64 
'I 
,I 

I 

I 
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• 

Verbal Description 

Well sorted medium sand 

Very well sorted medium sand 

Moderately well sorted medium sand 

Well sorted medium sand 

Moderately well, sorted medium sand 

Well sorted medium sand 

Well sorted medium sand 

Well sorted medium sand 

Well sorted medium sand 

Very well sorted medium sand 

Very well sorted medium sand 

Very well ,sorted medium sand 

Mode!ately well,' sorted coarse sand 

Moderately well sorted coarse sand 

,Moderately sorted coarse sand 

Well sorted medium sand 

Moderately well sorted medium sand 

Well. sorted medium sand 

Moderately well sorted medium sand 

NEARSHORE SAMPLES (0-8 
I ' 

m ~low LWL) 

01· 

02 

20 

25 
, 26 , ' 

. f i 

f 27 
'1 
,I 

30. 
: . 31 , I 

· I 35 
" · 'J - 19+ . 
! 40* 

. I 41* 
, ! 

" 

· .,. !"----T.--.- t • 

0.31 
I 

I 

0.30 
i 

0.35· 
I' 

0~32 

0.40 , 
0.35 
i 

o 36 
i 

0.J5 
I 

P~2~ 

0.35 

'0.15 

0.16 
:11 

''I 
,I 

I 

'/ 
',l 

1.69 

1. 74 

1.53 

1.63 

1.33 

1.52 

1.46 

II 
R·50. 
II 
0.66 
:1 
0.49-
1 ' 
0 .. 68· 
il 
0.5~ 
i'i 
0.4& 
11 \ 
'I • 
0.5;4 , 
II 

1.'53' 0.49 

1.81 

1.53 

2.72', 

2.62 

.. 
,0.63, 
1, • 
0.52 

" 
0.38 
I:' 
0.44 

, 
i 

! " 
" 

Well sorted medium sand 

Moderately well ,sorted medium sand 

Well sorted medium sand 

Moderately well sorted medium sand 

Moderately well sorted medium sand 

Well sorted medium sand 

Moderately well sorted medium sand 

Well sorted medium sand 

Moderately well sorted medium sand 

Moderately well sorted medium sand, 

:Well sorted fine sand 

Well, sorted fine sand 
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I '1 ~ i, i~ 
INSHORE SAMPLES (9-16 m below LWL) 

',i , 'I I: , 'j i ' 

Mean 
,'~ 'Sample Mean Sorting : 

, 
.' size size 

I! 
(¢) 

Verbal Description 
I NUlIlber 

(mm.) , (¢) 1 
, i 
. , 

I 
IJ : I " 

0!i4 i ''': 03 " . 2.7,9 ~i42 Well 'sorted fine sand 

04 0.15 2.76 0' 45 Well sorted fine sand 
'I I~ , OS 0.15 2.77 0.43, .. Well sorted fine sand 

II Ii 
Well fine J I ,06 0:15 2.73 0.39 !. i. sorted sand 

I , , 

I I: j 
22 2.80 0~46 Well sorted fine sand : 0.~4 ' 

i 
28 0.20 2.32 0.37 Well sorted fine sand 

, I 
29 0.17 2.51 0.36 Well sorted fine sand 

',:, 
32 0.14 2;78 0.43 Well sorted fine sand 

33' 0.15 2.72 0.44 Well sorted fine sand 
" i; 

34 0.16 2.68 0.46 Well sorted fine sand 

39 0.17 2.56 0.38, -. MOderately sorted fine sand 
" 

130 0.14 2.81 0.45 Moderately sorted fine sarid 

140 0.14 2.82 0.40 Moderately sorted fine sand 
'I ! ,! . 

150 0.14 2.85 0~48 Moderately sorted fine sand 
J ~ I 

18+ 0.14 2.83 0~46 Moderately sorted fine sand 
I 

, ,·42* 0.15 2.77 
il 

0.41 Moderately. _sorted fine sand 
:1 

'43' . ,', 0~16 2.65 0~41 Moderately sorted fine sand 
'. 

44' 
II 

I 0.13 2.88 0.36 Moderately sorted fine sand , ,I 

49' 0~14, 2.85. . O~ 77. Moder'ately sorted.fine sand 
!I ,. . Ii 

! :' INSHORE siMPLES (17-24.m below LWL) 

1, Ii 
Moderately 07 0.15 2.70 0.54 well sorted fine sand 

10,' 0.17 2.52 
II 
0~S7 
ij 

Moderately well sorted fine sand 

12 0.14 2.83 0~52 Moderately well sorted fine sand 
i I :1 

,21 O~IS 2.76 0~53 Moderately well sorted fine sand 
, il 

, ·38 0.15 ' 2.77 0~49 Well sorted fine sand 

17° 0.17 2.54 0~60 Moderately well sorted fine sand 
:j 

45' 0.14 . 2. 7 0.44 Well sorted fine sand 
I 

48' 0.15 2.75 O~SO Well sorted fine sand 
il 
" 

~' '[) 
:1 
II 

I i: 
L. 
i! -

j': !I 
I I, 

II 

i\· ! 
I 
"I ,'il \ 

Ii 

I"j 
: , .IL.· . ..... , .... ~-.. ~";. - ... - ....... 4....!.. ______ ~ _.' 

j - .. - .... 



f ~ .. . ~ .. . 

i I 

~ 

0 
OFFSHORE SAMPLES (25-32 

09 0.23 • 2.14 
, , 

11 6~:23 ' , 2.13 
, i 

23 0;18 ,·2.48 
" r I: 

37 0.16 \. 2.66 
I ~ 

160 . O~la :;. 2.49 
I , 

I 
47' ,0',24 '1 ' 2.05 

t , 

i 

!, - 24 -
Jj: 

k 
m below LWL) 

J156 
" I' 

0.47 
1 

0.44 
:t l 

0.56 
I: 

0155 

0'142 
I' 
I, 

Moderately'well sorted fine sand 

Well sorted fine sand 

Hell sorted fine sand 

'. Moderately well sorted fine sand 

Moderately well ,sorted fine sand 

~ Well sorted.fine sand 

OFFSHORE SAMPLES .(33-40 m below LWL) I: . i 
OB 0.26 " 1.96 

! 
24" O. 27 .;~ 1.90 

, . 
36 0.~9 .:: 2.37 , , 
46' 0.59 ," 0.77 

I.i 
I 

STREAM SAMPLES ' 
, 

,t, 
: ' 

64 0.57 O.Bl 
I . 

65 0.53, 0.91 

lAGOON SAMPLES 

57 , 0.25 2.01 

66 ',.0.28 ' ,1.81 

0~50. 

" I' 
0;68 

1\ 
OA4 

'I 
I: 

0.72 
Ii 
I: 
Ii 
I', I, 
!i 

l~'09 
I: 

1~35 

:, 

Ii 
Ii 
:i 

1.47 
'I 

lL'02 
!t 

11 

Moderately well sorted medium sand 

Moderately ~ell sorted medium sand 

Well sorted fine sand 

Moderately sorted coarse sand 

Poorly. sorted coarse sand 

Poorly sorted coarse sand 

Poorly sorted fine sand 

Poorly sorted medium sand 

NOTE: Sample numbers prefixed WA·and WB.are from. Christopherson (1977) and 
those prefixed,CCS are from'~pe Coromandel Coastal Survey. All other samples 

.were collected for this inve~~igation ·from·the locations shown on Figure 1. 
S}'l1Ibols following numbers refer to the following:' + Mataora .. Waimama 
Bay 0 off otonga Point HI. off Whatipu and Whangamata .. 

!:[ 
;1: 
IE 
I, 

I 

i 
i 

" 

" 

, 
: ' 

J • 

! . 
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54/15/48 

28 October 1980 

i:O:x 3266 
AUCKLAND 

Dear Mr Cook 

SAND EXTRACTION - WHIRITOA BEACH 

Following a recent on-site inspection of the beach, the Ministry 
could not justify any action under the Harbours Act. 

There would appear to be no sign of excessive erosion. The 
opposi te is more apparent, there being an almost buried fence 
line between the extraction site and other property. 

It 1s unfortunate that I had to be away when you called in, but 
you now will be aware of the Ministry's view. 

Yours Sincerely 

~~7 
A.K. Ewing 
for Secretary for Transport 

DI AiC. ~~n 

290(11980 

by RECORDS 

1 
I 

~ 

I ' 
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· T MONES DIVDSRON 
,6:!:!., MINISTRY OF ENERGY, P.o. Box 34, Huntly .. 

I NOUIHI ES TO: Mr Brdanovic 
Telephone 87 257 Huntl;'[~. 

f) ,J.. 
, r~Cf'VfD 
28 JUll980 

H.O. MINISTRY 
OF TRANSPORT 

No.1 

Regional Secretary for Tran~~'~~~ 
Ministry of Transport, 
Marine Division, ' 
?rivat~ Bag, 
AUCKLAND. 
A~tention : D.W. Le Marquand. 
Dear Sir, 

Re : Whiritoa Sand Pit. 

~ 
ANVI L HOUSE WAKEFI ELD ST. 
P.o. BOX 6342 TE ARO 

VllELLlNGTON NEWZEALAND 

TELEPHONE: 735755 
TELEX: MINES NZ 31341 

DATE: 22.7.80 
OUR REF: 12/8. 
YOUR REF: 54/14/7. 

The land on which the sand pit is situated is held 
in fee simple by a Maori Trust in C.T.22A/16.' 

AlthQugh there is no restriction on minerals~ there was 
a mining licence (M.L. 20973) issued to the ~rust. The 
licence expired on 31.3.1978. 

The sand pit is operated by Provincial Transport Ltd, 
Paeroa, under an agreement with the Trust which is 
represented by Messrs McCaw, Smith & Arcus, P.O. Box 471, 
Hamilton. 

Yours faithfully, 

• '~~d-//-
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
(M •. Brdanovic) 
Inspector of Mines & Quarries. 
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• Telephone: 8609 
Address all Correspondence to 
the County Clerk. 

I.. Y •• , R.ply ,..... Quote: 

M.W. PARKER 
YOUR REFERENCE: 54/15/48 '11. H •• 811 

16 October -1980 

secretary for Transport, 
Ministry of Transport, 
Private Bag, 
WELLINGTON 
.-.-.~ -_. --'-~ 
Dear Sir, 

RE: SAND EXTRACTION - WHIRITOA BEACH 

~ 
RFcflVED 
17 OCT 1980 

H.O. MfNJSTRY 
OF lRANSPoRT 

No.1 

P.O. BOl( J 7, 
Paeroa. 

ATTENTION: Mr A.K. Ewing 

I have to thank you for your letter of 1 October which was placed before 
Council at its meeting held on the 8th instant. 

The Council was very interested to hear":of:the observation made by': 
Mr Ewing when he inspected Whiritoa Beach on 17 September 1980.and 
noted his comment that it would be extremely difficult to justify an 
application of section 244 of the Harbours Act. 

As this matter has been dealt with in the past by the Town and Country 
Planning Committee, the Council resolved to refer your letter to that 
Committee for further consideration at its meeting to be held on 
4 November 1980 when it is hoped that a positive recommendation will 
be made to Council. 

In the meantime, I would be pleased if you would elaborate on the 
comment made in the penultimate paragraph of your letter. The writer 
can recall a suggestion being made that the Hauraki Catchment Board, 
this Council and possibly Government meet the cost of carrying out a 
full scale investigation into the effects of sand extraction on 
Whiritoa Beach. I can also recall a further suggestion that the 
quantity of sand being removed annually by Provincial Transport Limited 
be reduced from 4317 cubic metres by some 1',000 cubic metres. Perhaps 
it was some other matter which I am now unable to recall. 

Your assistance in clarifying this point would be appreciated. 

M.W. PARKER 
COUNTY CLERK 

t i 
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Telephone: 8609 

n\-\. ('10'\) 

<9hinemuri 

Addre~s all Correspondence to I.. Yo", Ro,Iy ,.... Quota: 

the County Clerk. M. W. PARKER 
YOUR REFERENCE: 54/1 5/4 Fllo Ho. 811 

29 August 1980 

Secretary for Transport, 
Ministry of Transport, 
Private Bag, 
WELLINGTON 1 

~ 
RFCElVEO 
-1 SEP 1980 

H.O. MINISTRY 
OF TRANSPORT 

~ No.1 
Dear Sir, " 
RE: SAND EXTRACTION: WHIRITOA BEACH -

-' 

• 

P.O. Box 17, 
Paeroa. 

Further to my letter of 28 April 1980 I have to advise you that a 
legal opinion on the above matter has now been received from 
Mr J.D. Bathgate of Tompkins Wake & Co., Barristers and Solicitors, 
Hamilton, and as instructed by Council I am forwarding herewith a 
copy for your perusal. 

You will note in Mr Bathgate's conclusions on page six that he is 
of the opinion that the quickest and most straight, forward way 
of resolving the present situation would be for your Ministry ,to 
prosecute under the Harbours Act 1950. 

Accordingly, this Council has resolved that the Minister be requested 
to take legal action against Provincial Transport Limited under 
Section 244 of the aforementioned Act. 

Council would be pleased to hear in due course of the Minister's ~ 
decision. 

M.W. PARKER 
COUNTY CLERK 

ully, 



.. TOMPKINS WAKE & CO. WESLEY CHAMBERS 

247 VICTORIA ST 

n l 

BARRISTERS • SOLICITORS • P.O. BOX 288 I, 
HAMILTON, NEW :LCALAHD ( I • 
TELEPHONE (71)84·7711 

REFERENCE. 

Mr Bathgate 

7th July 1980 

Messrs Carden & Stout, 
Solicitors, 
P.O. Box 19, 
PAEROA. 

Dear Sirs, 

re: Ohinemuri County Council - Whiritoa Sand 

1. We now report our opinion on this matter. Briefly, our opinIon Is 
that the Council has power to take action under the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1977 to prohibit or limit the removal of the 
sand, we do not consider that the Council has an obligation to take 
this action, in our opinion the National Water and Soil Conservation 
Authority (probably acting through the Hauraki Catchment and 
Regional Water Board) and the Ministry of Transport are the more 
appropriate persons to take action in priority to the Council. 
Nevertheless, the Council itself has powers that it may in its 
discretion exercise which could effectively prevent or control the 
removal of the sand. Those powers may be exercised by the Council 
without involving it in liability for compensation. 

2. We relate some of the background facts, the powers and obligations of 
the Council to prevent or control the removal of the sand, the 
liability of the Council 'to pay any compensation for any action it may 
tak~ in this regard, we consider other relevant legislation and set out 
our conclusions. 

Background facts 

3. Mataora Incorporation is the owner of a block described as Whangamata 
6B 3B2 adjacent to the Whiritoa foreshore. A' piece of this land 
comprises of sand that runs onto the beach foreshore. The owners 
have authorised the removal of sand from this area which has been 
carried on for about the last thirty years. To the north and adjacent 
to this land is the Whiritoa Beach foreshore and the Whiritoa settlement. 
Inhabitants of the settlement are concerned with foreshore erosion, 
and in particular the Whiritoa Ratepayer,s Association is concerned to 
see that the Council takes some action to prevent the removal of sand 
which may contribute to the erosion. 

:';-NSULTANT "A"TNER. W. J ••• ORAY "A"TNE" •••• J. "ATE".ON, J. P •• ATHOATE, ... J. "A"HAIoI, J. f'. WEI", W. ft •• OYP, 101. J. JACKSON, J. MILNE, 

!C. D. KILGOUR, O. 's. MACA.KILL, D •••• ELL CONSULTANT. J. H. WAKE 
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2. 

A report on the Whiritoa sand system by Dr. R. McLean de5cribes the 
system as being a small and confined one, with a finite amount of 
s~nd in which natural supplies and losses are quite smelll; the 5imdc; 
can be regarded as a non-renewable resource. Dr. McLean's conclusion 
is _II It is most probilblo thul continued sand mining will further deplete 
the reservoir and induce further erosion ll

• It is implicit that there 
has been erosion and this is continuing. It appears that erosion 
occurs from time to time in any event because of weather conditions, 
but apparently eroded material is replaced over a period of time 
within a closed sand system. 

Powers and obligations of Council 

5. We refer first to the powers of the Council to take action to prohibit 
or control the removal of sand. We then look at the matter of any 
obligation the Council may have to exercise these powers. 

6. Where there is an operative District scheme the first step usually is 
to look at the zoning and uses allowed. The land in question is 
zoned Rural under the Operative District Scheme. Farming is the 
predominant use with accessory uses, not including sand removal. 
"The quarrying, mining and processing of materials occuring naturally 
in the vicinity" is a conditional use that would appear to attract 
conditions imposed under the Ordinances, such as Ordinance 2.2.3. 
(b). We take if from the reported case of Proprietors of MCltaroa 
v. Ohinemuri County Council (1978) 6NZTPA 406 that the Councif 
considers the removal of sand as a conditional use under the' Ordinance 
mentioned. We doubt very much whether the removal of sand in the 
manner undertaken, as in this case, would come within the definition 
of "quarrying, mining and processing". Quarrying and mining both 
imply excavation or extraction from the earth; quarrying is above 
ground and mining, below ground. We doubt whether the removal of 
the earth itself, in this case the sand, comes within the definition of 
"quarrying, mining and processing". We do not know whether Ordinance 
2.1.3. (b) would be of great assistance in deciding within which zone 
sand removal comes; it could equally seem to apply to an Industrial D 
zone, conditional use, as being a use specified in Appendix II i "quarry -

J 

road metal, gravel, sand, shingle, marble, building stone". Our view 
is that sand removal' as such as in this case is not a permitted use, 
either predominant or conditional. We appreciate that there may well 
be good argument to the contrary. The point is however, that the ' 
removal of sand is not a predominant use, its removal in' the quantities 
involved in this case is a use that would require either conditional 
use consent or specified departure consent from the Council under 
s.65 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1977 ("the Act"). Such 
consent could be reasonably refused under either s. 72 of s. 74 of the 
Act as is illustrated in the Mataora case for the reasons set out in 
that decision. More importantly for the present however, without 
Council consent the removal of sand is in contravention of the District 
scheme and is an offence against the Act, for which a fine of $2,000 
may be imposed, and a fine of $100.00 far every day the offence 
continues. 



.. 
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3 . 

The removal of the sand has been allowed to continue because it 
appears to be an existing use and so under s. 90 of the Act may 
continue without an offence being commitled. To be a valid existing 
use there must have been at some time a lawful use before the District 
scheme became operative. The letter from the Council of the 4th 
June 1980 makes it clear that there are existing use rights so that 
there is no requirement at present for Council consent to carryon 
the use. 

8. , We have suggested previously that this area of land may be specifically 
identified in the District scheme as being used for purposes of value 

9. 

to the community unqer s.73 of the Act which would make the removal 
of sand then a conditional use which may not enjoy the protection of 
s.90. The value to thf;) community would be we imagine as a sand 
reservoir to limit or 'stop the depletion of sand on the foreshore. It 
would be a matter for the Council planner to decide after consideration 
by the Council whether this area of land should be specifically identified 
under s. 73 on the review of the Scheme. 

The most appropriate section still appears to be s. 77. We consider 
that in the circumstances of this case the continued removal of sand 
in the quantities involved amounts to a IIdetraction from amenities" 
within the meaning of those words in s. 77, particularly in view of Dr. 
McLean's report. This opinion accords with your own view a~ set out 
in your letter of the 29th March to the Ratepayers Association, except 
that we would prefer to call the use sand removal, rather than sand 
mining. We think there is evidence also that this sort of activity in 
the recreational and rural environment that now exists may well be 
also a sufficient aesthetic detraction to justify action under s. 77. No 
doubt the matter of erosion would be the foremost detraction. We 
think that before a notice was given under s.77 Mr McLean would 
have to be consulted to find out whether or not some commercial 
quantity of sand could be removed without danger to the foreshore, If 
so what quantity. If some commercial quantity could be removed, 
without probably erosion in Dr. McLean's opinion, then we think it 
would be unreasonable for the Council to require prohibition altogether 
of the removal of sand. The Council would be required to give notice 
that the removal be limited to the quantity that could be safely removed 
(in -Dr. McLean's opinion). This would be the result of an appeal in 
any even"t. The procedure under s. 77 is applicable whether or ,not 
there are any existing use rights or whether or not any Council 
permission or consent has been given to the use. Previous decisions 
on the earlier section reported in Henderson v. Wai a Count (1967) 
NZLR 685 and Cardwell v. Christchurch City Council 1962) NZLR 742 
should be read in the light of the amendments that have been made to 
the Section in the 1977 Act. 

10. Concerning the obligation of the Council to take action, there are 
mandatory provisions of the Act that the Council must comply with 
and there are other, directory or discretionary provisions that the" 
Council may comply with. The requirement to comply with the provisions 
of the District scheme by the Council, and to require and enforce 
observance of this scheme is a mandatory obligation upon the Council 
pursuant to 5.62(3) of the Act. If it were not for the existing use 
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rights the Council would be obliged to act to prevent the use by the 
sand removal without Council consent. The Council should be concerned 
to ensure that in fact the' so called existing use rights are valid 
rights under s. 90. I n partiCular that the use of sand removal has 
not been disconlinued for a period or six months since the Di~trict 
scheme became operative, which under s. 90(2) would remove the 
protection of any existing use right the owners or contractors may 
have. We do not know sufficient of the actual operation of sand 
removal over the years since the scheme became operative to know 
whether or not that use has been discontinued at any time for a 
period of six months. If it has, then in our opinion the Council is 
obliged to take action to prevent the removal of sand by prosecution 
or other means available to it under the Act. This view is further 
supported by reason of the provlsions~ of s.3(1)(a), (b) and (c) of 
the Act. 

In our opinion while there are existing use rights there is no obligation 
on the Council to take action under s. 77. That section is clearly an 
empowering section under which there is a discretion in the Council 
as to whether it takes action or flot. The operative words in this 
regard are s.77(4) II ••• the Council for the District may cause notice 
to be served on the person making such use of land ... 11. Our only 
concern is if the lIobjectionable element" is also contrary to the mandate 
imposed under 5.3 of the Act which we have already referred to. In· 
our opinion this clause Is merely declaratory of planning policy, It 
has no binding effect and does not give rise to direct rights of 
enforcement, it does impose obligations on the Council in respect of 
the "administration ll of its district scheme. Taking action under 5.77 
in our opinion is however, outside of the obligations under s. 3 unless 
the scheme was not being observed without existing use rights. 

Liability of Council to pay compensation 

12. The pr'ovisions of s.126 of the Act are complex and difficult to understand 
or follow. We do not consider that giving notice under s. 77 gives 
any right to compensation under s.126. In this case the zoning and 
enforcement of the zoning (apart from existing use rights) would not 
in our opinion give rise to a claim for compensation under the section. 
It is possible that if any action were taken under s. 73 to Identify the 
land for purposes of value to the community a claim for compensation 
could be made, but it is doubtful whether it would succeed . 

. Other relevant legislation 

13. Having regard to Dr. McLean's report and ss 2 and 244(3) of the 
Harbours Act 1950 we consider that Provincial Transport is committing 
an offence by removal of the sand without the consent in writing of 
the Minister of Transport. I n our opinion it is now open for the 
Ministry of Transport to prosecute Provincial Transport under s.244. 
Offences against the Harbours Act are punishable summarily (s. 253) 
and any person may lay an information for an offence under that Act 
and prosecute (s. 13 Summary Proceedings Act). I t appears clear 
however, that the appropriate person to prosecute would by the ' 
Ministry of Transport. The Council or a ratepayer "could" also lay 

------ --- ....... -------.----~---.-.--- ... -.. - .,._-_ ..... -_.-..... - "" 
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an information and prosecute under the Harbours Acl, bul il i& 
doubtful whether a Court would consider such a person the 
appropriale informant. The penally for an offence under tllis AC.l Is 
$1,000.00. The provisions of s.244(3) providing II notwithstanding 
anything to the contrary in this or any Act or In any rule of law" 
suggest that the powers of the Ministry of Transport to prevent the 
removal of sand in Cilses where It 15 likely to produce a detrimental 
effect of the foreshore may override rights to remove the sand that, 
may have been acquired under the Act or the Water and Soil 
Conservation Act. Given the very specific power by s. 244(3) of the 
Harbours Act to control precisely the very situation which has arisen 
at Whiritoa, as opposed to the more general powers of the Regional 
Water Board and the County Council, it would appear to us that the 
Ministry would now be the appropriate person to take action. 

14. The further Acts to be considered are the Soil Conservation and' 
Rivers Control Act 1941 and the Water and Soil Conservation Act 
1967. In dealing with a case concerning foreshore erosion and the 
relationship of the Town and Country Planning Act with the Soil 
Conservation Act the Planning Tribunal was of the view in 
Ministry of Works v. Taranaki County (1978) 6NZTPA 485 that the 
Soil Conservation and Rivers Control Act "provides a code for protection 
from erosion and that Act furthermore provides a specific method of 
appeal in many instances unlike the appeal procedure contained within 
the Town and Country Planning Act 1977; II and that the Water and 
Soil Conservation Act gave to the Authority the power to exercise the 
functions of the Soil Conservation and Rivers Control Council in 
relation to erosion on the seafront. The two Soil Conservation Acts 
are generally to be read together. It is clear that the National Water 
and Soil Conservation Authority is to exercise certain functions in 
relation to erosion in estauries and on the seafront, to examine problems 
concerning the control of erosion on the seashore, and to guide 
national and local administration in soil conservation in the best public 
interest - s.14(3) Water and Soil Conservation Act 1967. IINatural 
water ll under that Act includes seawater; the Council is to act or be 
guided by the provisions of that Act and to give effect to th,e policy 
and directions given by the Authority under that Act, s.4. It is clear 
that these Acts take precedence over the Town and Country Planning 
Act" so far as matters of soil conservation, problems of erosion and 
use of natural water is concerned. Within the region of the local 
Water Board the Board is the general, but not necessarily sole agent' ' 
for the Authority -s.20(5)(b). 

15. The relevant provisions of the Soil Conservation legislation to this 
case appear to be ss34 and 35 of the Soil Conservation and Rivers 
Control Amendment Act 1959. Under 5.34(2) no person is without the 
consent of the Catchment Board or other bodies as mentioned therein 
to do, on or in respect of any land, any act or thing which t,he 
Board or the other bodies by notice publically notified prohibits, 
within two years, as declared to be likely to facilitate soil erosion. 
Once the authority has decided and given notice that the removal of 
sand is likely to facilitate foreshore erosion sand cannot be removed' 
without the consent' of the Authority. Alternatively, action can be 
taken under 5.35(1). It appears that compensation could be payable 
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for any prohibition on the removal of sand under these provisions by 
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virtue of s. 37. That would be payable by the Board or the appropriate I, 
\ 

16. 

authority. 

I t appears to us that having regard to the provIsions of the Soil 
Conservation legislation that because of the primacy of that legislation 
action should first be taken thereunder to protect the Whiritotl neach 
frontage in preference to any action under the Town and Country 
Planning Act. This is particularly so if it is now known to the 
Hauraki Catchment and Regional Water Board that the removal of sand 
is probably causing erosion to the beach. 

Conclusions 

17. 

, 18. 

We do not think that anyone would really' seriously dispute the point 
that prime responsibility for soil conservation and control of e_roslon 

as in this case is with the Authority and Catchment and Regio,nal 
Water Board under the Water and Soil Conservation Act 1967 {i!1~ the 
Soil Conservation and Rivers Control Act 1941. So far as the" : 
foreshore and protection of the foreshore is concerned that is also a 
prime responsibility of the Crown in whom that land is vested, acting 
through the Minister of Transport. The removal of sand in this 
par'ticular case has a detrimental consequence that probably would 
result in erosion of the beach frontage. Because erosion and the 
beach frontage are special topics or areas with special legislation 
relating thereto, under which persons other than the Council ha've 
special responsibilities or powers, they would seem to have primary 
obligation of acting to prevent the erosion in this case. In our view 
the Council itself has power to act under the Town and Country' 
Planning Act. It would appear appropriate for the Council to ..take 
some action only if those persons having prime responsibility fa.iled to 
act. It appears to us that those other persons have ample and 
adequate power to act to protect the beach frontage and control any 
likely erosion from sand removal, and they should so act in this case. 
I t is evident that the quickest and most straight forward way of 
resolving the present situation would be for the Ministry of Transport 
to prosecllte under the Harbours Act. We imagine that before that 
action were taken the owners and contractors involved in the rcrr,oval 
of the sand would be asked to forthwith cease, and that a prosecution 
would only follow if they failed after being warned to cease removal of 
sand forthwith. 

, I n the meantime we shall hold the copy of the District and other 
papers scheme you sent to us in case there are any further matters 
for us to consider. No doubt if you ,have any futher or other 
inquiry you will let us know. We enclose a further copy of this 
letter for your client. 

Yours faithfully, 
TOMPKINS WAKE & CO. 

V~~c#~#.., 
J . D. Bathgate 
LH2 
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· SE~ HBRS Our Ref ..................................................... . 

Your Ref.: .................................................. -: 

To ...............••.... m;~ .. 9.f.f.Jgg.................................................... From ... J~~~~1 .. Qf.f.~g§.t ... ~~~ ............................... . 

......................... ~m~~.QN.~ ... ~.! ... ~.! ... ~.n9.......................... Date: .... ~ ... ~.9.~.~ .. J.~9. ....................................................... . 

'. I<UAOruru BEACH, SAND SYSTEM STIDY Subject .................................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

••• ~lease find enclosed a costing of the proposed study. It is hoped to split 
this cost threeways. However, the final division of costs will depend 
largely on how much Thames-Coromandel District Council are willing to 
financially support the project. An approach is currently being made to 
them requesting funding. . 

D. W. Is MarquaOO 
for Regional Secretary 

Encl. 

23187} -70,000/12/780 
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P.O. Box 7 
T. Aroha 

Please Quote 

2/3 
R. W. Harri. O.S.C. B.E. 
Chief Engineer HAURAKI CATCHl\IENT 

and 
BOARD I n your reply 

J. M. Morrison, 
Secretary. . 

REGIONAL WATER BOARD 
Telephone 48-099 TelegraphIc Address "Catchment" 

59 WHITAKER STREET, 
TE AROHA 

25 September 1980 

Mr D.W. Le Marquand,~ 
Marine Division, 
Ministry of Transport, 
AUCKLAND. 

Dear Sir, 

RE: KUAOTUNU BEACH ~ SAND SYSTEM STUDY 

Further to the on site inspection of Kuaotunu beach by Dave Smith, 
Graham Walder, your self and Paul Dell on the 22 September 1980, an 
outline of the type of survey was agreed upon with an idea of costs. 

The survey would consist of: 

1. A short .survey to level in the present four survey pegs 
and establish a fifth by the steep dunes. 

2. A sediment sampling programme of the onshore, nearshore and 
offshore, up to Matarangi beach and to a point below Kuaotunu beach. 

3. A profile survey programme (5 profiles) survey every 3 months. 
The surveys will run from outside the offshore bar to above the frontal 
dune. Also further survey's would be done within this 3 month time 
period if a major storm event occurred. 

4. Daily sea state observations - carried out by a local 
resident to approximate wave height~, direction and period. 

The Hauraki Catchment Board has the st.qff and equipment (if not owned 
available elsewhere) to carry out most of this survey. Sieving facilities 
are available and mineralogical examinations can be undertaken. 

The cost of the survey for a one year period is estimated as follows • 

Survey cost to level in 5 survey pegs 
'Office time to reduce the levels etc 
To survey 5 profile sections $800 x 4 
Sediment Sampling (2 days) 
Sieving and Mineralogical Analysis 
Two extra surveys - due' to storm etc 
Time to prepare report - everyone 
Po'ssible cost for person to collect Wave Data 

Total Cost 

$300.00 
$100.00 

.$3,200.00 
$800.00 
$300,00 

$1,600.00 
$500.00 

100-200.00 

$7,000.00 

.llJI. 
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This costing should allow for your time as well, in preparing the report. 
The Historical side will most likely have already been done by the University -
of Waikato. 

The Board will share one third of the total cost of the survey if the 
other two parties Ministry of Transport - Marine division and Thames-Coromandel 
District Council will do likewise. Hoping this is to your satisfaction. If 
the funding is available the survey could begin December-January 1980-1981. 

PD:GEV 

Yours faithfully 
R.W. Harris 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
AND CHIEF ENGINEER 

~~ pe r ...•...•....•...... 
D.H. Smith 

" 
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MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT 

. 54/14/7 Our Ref .................................................... .. 

Your Ref.: ................................................ .. 
INTERNAL MEMORANDUM 

To ......... :a~.~g ... Qf.f~.g.~ ... §;w.(ID?+..I?)............................. From ... A~~~!.@.4 ... R~g~.g.:g..~.! ... Qf.fJ.g.fj! ..................... . 

............. !~.~.~ ... : .... ~~~.~ .... ~.~~~!:: ................................... .. . 15 September 1980 Date ............................................................................................. . 

u' . KUAOTUNA BEACH SAND SYSTEM STUDY s bject ................................................................................................................................................................................................... .. 

Please find enclosed a copy of the proposed study and associated 
correspondence for your information and action. 

I will be having an on site meeting with the Catchment Board on 
the 22nd September 1980. 

Could you please advise as to the likelihood of Ministry funds to 
support the above proposal and/or any other possible source of 
funding. 

Should no funds be available could you please advise on what 
course of action should be taken. 

'Pw,~~, 
D.W. Ie Marquand 
for Regional Secretary for Transport 

6S637B-200.000f7f7SCTK 
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p} .. iva"t.e Bag 
ll..1JOJ.1AND 

Telephone: 773-400 

- -
~ 

54/14/7 

5 s pt.e-,ber 1930 

r 1)l!:ltrict CQ~-:,issi0ner of '.;Ol-KS 
HirJ.stl"'J -of ;':ork5 ~ Vo.velOpt1ell (, 
PriYatt:!.. rla.S -_.-
HA}fIL ... 01~ 

Attention: l-iessrs B.D. Glass/a. l~ictol 

KUAOTU};'U Sri-lID SYST~1 STUDY proPOSAL 

... -

Furlher to our !:!eeting of Zl August 1</00 arA subsequent discussion of the 
above pro?O;3al. Could you please supply 0. list of available da ta. you ho.ve 
on recor.i for EU.'l.otUtr.l/l.1atarongi spitl;ho.ngd.poua al-ea. - .-

-_ _ In rega:ds to costing of apel"'dtioD.s, could yot.J, gl.7e estimates on the 
-.,. t'cllo".:fing:-.· .-,,'~.;-.. -- -

~ ~!onhhly ~urvels- of t.wo or tour profiles at 
established SllI"10Y peg to low .... ater mark. 
the use of a leval~ 

Kuc..otunu Beach from an:already 
:L euvisage this would only require 

You tnsntioned the possibility of borrowing the }a.nistry of Works and 
De ~elopffien+~ bot:'. Could jot! please ri'-/e details including on ward e'1'.lipeent 
such as dept: s0lU:d.cr. Cuuld '.Iou. u.lso &J.'ie det.ails of the ter.&3, if r~' .,. you 

would reqlli~ fa ... it3 use. 

D. if. 10 -'~:rr;.l";..1(l 
for Rebio .. w S:z:c ::. ",.J.r:! i'·n> Tt"'"ln<;,p:.rt 



----~tt~---______ ~----,----- ~--~-=----------------------.----~-

T.C.D.C. 

II.1JAOTU11J SAND SYSTEM STUDY PROPOSAL 

VISIT TO INVOLVED PARrIES 

-- , .. _ ... 
i , .,.. 'T"" 

PRELIMINARY 

Iwfi4Bm' Sloan (Area Engineer Whitianga) was unavailable. Left copy of 
the proposal for his co"'lltlents. He had earli€ll' stated that~ he was willing 
to establish bench rnal·ks. 

?f.O. 'vI.D. (Paeroa) 
~ - . 

M~~~~ ~ Nichols and H.D. Glnss stated that they were unable to do 
anything other than write reports without fui.:.o.s to charge to. HOHe;rel", 
they were keen to see tr-s study undertaken. I have written to them t.o 
obtain a quote for the cost of monthly surlsys and the hire of their boat 
for sediment samples and offshore survey. 

' ... 

I T~~J: .. have data available. such as photos, reports etc. which car. be used ~ 
----........... ---_ .... 

-.- .. 
Mesttri'I>--;. ~-smith, ' Caddie- arui"'PtI Dell were very keen to see the study 
undertaken as they have alre< dy done some pl-elirnino.ry vo'rlc i~ the. area 
iooludlng two profiles establinned and. sUl"ITeyed as l;lell as other _ 
~cellaneou:.s data. They are going to secl a..t: itemised list of the availnbl$. 
data. ~ .... - r ,,-_6 " -·-.J.;.l;' ,""~ .. _ ~ -..too - .... -~ 

'!.-~- ... - .. - --~-- , , - -. -.. ~ 
They indicated tha~ sifting ~nd various plotting of di~gra~ could b~ carrisd 
a~ internal C03ts bat the other (survey Hork:- surveys, sample collection) 
would need to be paid for. Tl-Jey are also supplying a costing on t.he parts of 
the propoe-cd that yill !'P.quire f'u.nds. -

- j 
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, . 
Please O,.?~e 

P.o So'-
____ ~~~ro~h~~~~ _____________________________ __ ---------.-----------.--------------------. 

R. W Horr" O.S.C. S.E. 
Chiel E09,naEr l-IAURAKI CATCIIMENT 

and 
BOARD I~ Y<>'Jr r~,,11' 

J. M. Morrison, 
Secretory. 

REGIONAL \V1A TER BOARD 

Telephone 48-099 

Mr D.W. Le Marquand, 
Marine Division, 
Ministry of Transport, 
AUCKLAND. 

Dear Mr Le Marquand, 

Telegraphic Address "Catchment" 

59 WHITAKER STREEr. 
TE AROHA 

3 Septemb2r 1980 

Re: Kuaotunu Beach - Sand System Stll<!'y 

.- _-Please-find below an outline of costs for s; 

_ long distance from the Boards base in Te 
the proposed study . Due to the 
Aroha, transport costs anc time 

rn are fairly expensive. 
--* 

.:.:- _ The University of ~vaikaco have already carried out some investigative 
.!:~ ~work in- the area, dnd I will collect chis information in the r.ext few w~·eks. 

I have broken the costing up into sections: 

Survey cost to level and survey 4 sections and benchmarks
including office time (1 vehicle - 4 ·people). This would 
be only done once. 

To profile sections - onshore - offshore 
(1 days work. 5 man team). 

Raythe~n echo sounder 
1 Roat and Trliler 
1 Range finut.'l 
1 4 wheel drive Jlc/km 
1 Surveying vphicle 20c/km 
5 Hauraki·Catchment Board Staff 

$28.50/day 
$76.00/day 
Borrowed 
$124.00 
$80.00 

(400km) 
(400km) 

$220.00 

\ . 

$400 

$523.50 

Office time to reduce and interprete 
$100.00 

Total Cost per completed Survey 
$628.50 
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J. "t1'. ~ .. ;.: 
If only land surveys were carried out the extra lpbp~r, vehicle and 

boat could be dropped. This cost then to survey land sections; .~ 

... .. 

: -" 

f. 

.. 1 vehicle"';;·:' -_. :.. 

3 Staff 

$8b'.OO -
$1.50.00 

$230.00 

I < • 

;1 :.'. 

Sediment Sampling; using .the boards dreqge sampler would be carried out. 

'. ~. It would take an estimated two days to collecc the samples-depending on the 
area covered.· A "largish" boat would be required as long distances from 

- shore 'would be necessary. Enquiries· i.nto. a boat will be made by both your
~ .. ~~.: .. ·'Self· and our·selve'g· •..... 

-. - .- .-. . , ... _--- .. 

Manpower 
3 Staff - 2 days 

.: . .Ac: r. ommoda t ion 
Echo-sounder 

_ ... ~Vehic1e '(for boat)· 

~ ••• _~_.-_.:--::.~_ •• _._ L._=': _ _ ~ _ Z': .. _~_ L __ _ 
-"1". 'P:. -,..-..;-.... .io-~ -.,:.:- t="'--:::..It.:'-..... _ ... ...,:...-:.::- '_ ~':O... __ ;o ..... ·_",;,w ~--;,;..; 

$300.00 
~·70.(,O 

$ 50.00 
$180.00 

... 
.r._~_- . 

~ ' ... ;..; .. :: ... ....,.., 1. ~ioo~ 

.. :.~;; .. ;. ~::-.-:-~.£os~:--of~!:>oat· .. is unknown until further enquiries. 
- - ... I 

J 

..• ....::,.. . ~. A'":!'leeting:-of' .boards. staff and your"sel.f for midday on 22 Septemb~r' 1980 
..... ".... K B h h b d .~.>., •. i);;~: ..• at: ,-uaotunu eae as een;arrange •.. ::'" .~eCn:-,:-'-'~ !,'.;' ~·i.l."T.!'t· .It£'~1 ;~Lr~~;-.... ,.,:,,";;:,:,. 

. ;':: ::; .... :;- .-::'-. -,. - . -... - ., . 

..... _:'t 

... : 
.. 

PMD:MMW 

.. ,,\' .. 
.~ - " .... ~ . 

. ' 

·1 

.:. '1: r : 

. -.-~ .... ~-- . -.~.-
Yours fa·ithful·ly 
R.W. Harris 

.: .. CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
AND CHIEF ENGINEER 

per •• _~.: •••• 
. P.M. Dell 
Scientist 



/(uaotU1tU ~!t~zens a1t~ K.atepe,yers ASln 
. /. ' :r. R.D.2 WHITIANGA 

The Seoretary, Z 
" l!a.rina Division, ~:::a 

Ministry of,Tran8p9~ 
PriYi.te kC, 
4UCILAJD. 

Dear Sir, 

re SUD REflOVAL FRClI l:tlA~tnru nACK. ' 
1\ 

4t. September 1980. 

c. 
At a reoent meetine of tae above Aesooiation it was de~ded to write to yoa 

expressing i.e deep oonoern of a majority of members to your rataer sudden 
deoision to stop all' lioense-Aoldel's !r'om remevilll sand from the ICuaotunu. :haall. 

W~ Aave no idea way this deoision was re&ohed and can only assume that it 
was at the request of sane minority ratep~er. in the area. Preeumablr they Aava 
built ta~ir Rouses and have no tbOU&At for the the extra exp~nBe inourred by the 
people who haye, still to do SOa 

We would like to ask 1f your deoision is final, and was there any tnou,ht 
ciTeD to the idea that it m1rht have been a oourteous cestura to oonsult some of 
tka residonts in tho local and surround in« ~ea8 as to tae,ooonomio disaster 
this m~, and indeed has'oaused to looal induBtr,ro 

We also point out that the plaoe from whioh the sand is taken is not in 
a~ dan,e~ of e~osion, in f2ct the sea itself takes away and builds up the- sand 
witkout &QT lioense at all. 

Y~h& vcr~ idea of tais area with its ~uce deposits of sand, h&vinc to import 
f'raa as far awa,- as tAe Whanp.peroa Peninsular, seems 1;0 tho looal people to be 
ludiorous~ &nd oertain17 no~in the interest of fuel-savin" and keeping small 
100&1 industries in a poe! taon t!l lceep oil ~ployil1& theu usual quota of t~G 
looal work-foroe. 

If you havo what Boems to your Department to be firm evidenoe to justify 
your deoision, we would deem it a oourtesy for you to oonvey this evidenoe to us. 

We also aSk-that you oonsider oth~r looal areas for the removal of sand 
and giVe th06aht to the idea that oach b62Qa !~ the whole Mercury Jay Area be used 
in rDtation, this would then surelY remove anY iaol!", of inseourity for every 
looal r"sidaAt. 

We feel th~t thera should not be a total-ban Qn sand for the area, and 
that sand fran local beaohes nAould b~ aV&ilabl,as of ricbt to looal people.Tak~n 
-from the oorreot plao6 on all7 bes.bA it oculd do littla, if aD1' harm. 

, Would it be possible for y~u t~ aquaint us ot the date of lour,naxt 'visit 
to the area and par haps sano 01 our 'people could moot you. 

We would point out to 10u, that, though tAls is a small area in you.r 
larce juriadiotlon, it 1s none tho less very important to us all, and we aSk 
that you reall1 look very h~rd at the situation, and meet &s manY peop14 as 
possible before ~~, any deoisiono 

Yours fa1 thfully, 

'(j 
/ 

L -.e/ I' "\..'-" .t~-r -_.-

Seoretllrl. 
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5y j JH'7 {5' i 

Thames - Coromandel District Couhcll FJ 
TELEPHONE: 86-025 THAMES 

PLEASE ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: THE GENERAL MANAGER, 

26 June 1980 

Regional Secretary for 
Transport, 

Ministry of Transport, 
arine Division, 

Private Bag, 
AUCKLAND. 

ATTENTION: Mr D. W. Le Marquand 

Dear Sir, 

Your letter of 11 June 1980 refers. 

Sand Removal - Ku?otunu Beach 

N.Z. 

If calling, please ask for 

......... ~1;r: .. f.arqub~.~ ............. .. 
?Iease quote reference . 

......... V4 ............................................... .. 

Mr Sloan. has reported that he has discussed this problem with Mr Hodge. 

He reports that removals taking place are evidently of a minor nature and 
they could be stopped by denying vehicle access to the beach. 

I have authorised the uork necessary to prevent vehicle access to the beach, 
and \'10uld expect that this would solve the problem. 

Yours faithfully, 

~L 
B. H. de Boer, 

GENERAL MANAGER. 

, 



54/14/1/5 

20 August 1980 

Priva.te Bag 
Auclr..la.nd 
Telephone: 173-400 

Whltian@ Community 90uncil 
C/- ThameB Coromandel District Council 

! P.O .. Box 47 
I . trnn IAllGA. 

Attention: H. Austin 

I !)ea.r Sir 

I s}JJD REJ.1OVAL : KUAarU1TA 
. 

Gust on} House 
Quay Stroot 
Auckland 

Thank you for your letter of 28 JulY' 1980 concerning sand removals frem 
Kuaotl.lJla Dea.ch. I apologise for. the dela.y in my reply .. 

lie sympathiae a.nd. appreoiate very much the implio.l.tionB of the sand. ban 
a.na. effe¢t on costs and livelihood. However. it is the job of this 
IHnistry to resporiSibly weigh up a.ll the cOl:Sequences of e,llowinddis
a.llowing bxtraotion to ta.ke place. 

In your letter you ra.ised several points. The first referring to the 
extraction of sa.nd from the ooa.ch over many' yeJ.rs. I faol I lTlU'lt point 
out that extraction undertaken in previous years l'lithout any noticeable 
detrjmenta.l effect is by no mea.ns a b'Ura.ntee or indication that problems 
will not occur in the near future. The dynamio nature of sand systems "is 
suoh th3.t the effects of extraction can lie r.asked, until a. conbination of 
wea.ther conditions redistribates the sa.nd within tho system, revealing an 
area severely undornourished. 

Your second point rafers to the increase cost of sand in tho area. to tho 
loca.l oonaumer. Althou~ thia is regrettable it in worth bearing in mind 
that the Auckland retail price is $11.00 rna (Wldeli~red). 

Your la.9t point referring to a daily removal rate of 4 rna per day as not 
constituting a problom is rather unreali~tio. Sand in not repL~ced at a 
oOll3istont I"i.!.ta and thoro are certtJ.inly peri0d8 or erosion even 011 a. boe.ch 
that is a.ccrotiona.l. . 

The l3st point I would like to rrako °io to dr~f your attanticn tr~t moat of 
of tho nc:urohore/offshore tBr.d doposits around tho c03.s·nino are relic 
dero3its, haVing been depOSited durin~ the ?lei~tocene. In Boca aro3S 
th(J3'O dor-oBits are reworked onshore. ill o~hera ;there is a. reoJcling .!etion, 



0..2-

., e.g. .nea.~hore onshore ne:lrshore 

In other words there ia om-rantly relatively little sand being fOrm9d, 
therefore moot areas nnwt be 001".6 idered as finite source areJ.B. Only 
the delimiution of tho type of sand system, can l"6a.lly deteri11~ne whether 
sand extraction can continuo. 

The lUnistry is currently reconsidering opel'\J.tions at Kuaotuna. Beach in 
whioh the economio effects will recoive careful consideratiop. 

Yours faithfully 

D. 'II. LeI.Ia.rqua.nd 
f{)1: Reei(>na.l Secretary for Tr~n(Jport. 



·e~ --

Tha Secretary, 
Ministry of Transport, 
Marine Division, 
AUCKLAND. 

Dear Sir, 

WHITIANGA COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

C/- Thames Coro~andel District Council, 
P. O. Box 47, 
WHITIANGA. 

28 July 1980 

. The above Council views the current stay of licences for the taking of 
sand from Kuaotunu Beach with concern. The effect on the local area is of 
major proportions due to the increase in cost of sand transported into the 
area. Thera are several points that should be considared. 

~ 1. Sard has bAen removed from the area for the last fifty yeats, of 
which one contractor, Mr M. Hodge has been involved for the last thirty 
years. During this time no adverse effect has occured to the beach • 

. . 2. Th9 sand removed by the contractors has been ninety eight percent 
(98%) used locally, and as the isolation of the Whitianga"area is a major 
problem; any sand brought in costs considerably more. Currently the sand 
has· been barged in at a une hundrGd percent (100%) increase in price to 
the consumer. 

3. The two major licence holders taka around 1200 meters per year. 
As this constitutes approximately four meters pe~ day which we feel with 
the:movament of tides hardly ccnstutites a major problem to the natural 
replacement of sand to· the area. 

: In summer whilst wa appreciate your posftion Ide feel the abOVB points 
more than clerify this issue and feel existing licences should be allowed 
to resume immediately. 

Your~ Faithfully 

r-ltJ 
H. Austin 
On behalf of 
WHITlnNGA COMMUNITY COUNCI~ 



'.' , . 
'~""':""'!:R.6~iI:';:a:t1fia.~t ... ,;t;:.o::.'''::;;,;·~~''';;;o;c''':...Lf .... ''C-.... • _.-.-.... ..... hU ...... :.;..· ........ _-'_ . .-.. .. u.~. ..~ ~ •.• __ ." .... 

e 
~ . 

.mHeH/JB 
Private Dag 
AUCKLAND 
Telephone;. '173-400 

Customhouse 
. Qua\y street 

AUCKLA-L'W 

54/14/7/5. 

11 June 19£-0 

M.R. Hodge 
Kuaotuna. 
R.D.2 
WHITWlGA 

Dear J.1r Hodge 

SAND P.E;i.l0VAL : KUAOTUliA BEACH 

Thank you for your letter of 26th J.Iu.y 1980.. I am disturood to learn 
that sand ia still being removed. Conaidcl'a·tion is being given to 
your proposal to temporarily clot3o your tracks that give vehicular 
~OCBB to the boach. 

The Counoil 'a OOEnta are being sought on thia suggestion. 

I~ you witness any £urthcr Band removals would you please forward 
full particulars to th.is Offioe. 

Yours faithfully 

£Wlo 
D.W. Ie ~larqttand . 
for Regional Seoretary for Transpcrl 

-. 

• 



DtHe14/JB 

54/14/1/5 

11 June 1980 

Private Bag 
AUCKJAlID 
'l'e1e r,ho116 % 773-400 

_ The General I.tanager 
'ElaJlIe&'-Coroma.nd.el Distriot Counoil -
Private Bag 
THAI·m;s 

Attentionl )~ Farquhar 

Dear Sir 

SAND REMOVAL I IWAO'l'tJl!A BEACH 

CuDtOmh.oU~ 
,Quay St;'ect 
,AUCKLAND -

I Imve received a 1ettez, from }'tr N.R. lIodgo stating that aand. reroovala are 
8(111 ocourring at Kusotuna beaoh. Ho DUgb"e6ted n temporary olosuro of the 
vehioular aooeDa tracks whioh he haD constructed onto the beach • 

. This could be a good JlX)ve, hOI-lever, would it be possible for l.!r Bill Sloan 
to have a look at this possibility and advise aocording~. 

Youra fal thfully 

D.W. le J;larquand 
tor Regional Seoretary for Transport 

• 
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54/14/7/5 

16 l>~ 1980 

r.tr t-t. R. Hodge 
Kuaotuna 
ll.n.2 
"ITIl~~G.A, 

PRIVATE BAG 
AUCKLAUD 
'l.'BLEPII01JE: 773-400 

CUJl'OH HQUSE 
QUAY !.>TllliEI' 
AUCK~m 

Thank you for your lottar of 14 April 1980 askine fOl" a reoonaideratiC'n 
to tho dooision to DUGpend further sand removal a froin Ku..'l.Otuna.. After 
reoonsidera.tion it haa been clecided to reaffirm tho ausponaion of sand 
restriction from the beach, as tho Ministry is charged with the overall 
protection of the ooastline. 

" Thoro haa been Bome coni'usion oonoerning a receipt tOl· a licence :fee and 
a notice of inoreasc~ r~raltics whioh han b3~n iut3r~eted an a lioence 
fl:!ld./ or all e.cknou'lede-.:menit to r~move tJando I In!.lOt apologise for the 
apparent confuoion, :lOue'ler a le~~ar aivising of th:J inoree"leo, feea was 
Dent to all contractors for thoir infOITlLlt ion only. 

I must advise that no lioences ,have been issued for sand romovala from 
the bGaoh aru4 no sanel is to be removud tUdor any oirounwtanceo. 

We t..zill be rcvietfing tho situatien in a furthor au months and until then 
your co-operation in this matter \olOuld be greatly a.ppreciated. 

Yours fa.ithfully 

~. 
D. H. 10 l,nrquand 
for l~ecionai 3ccrotru'Y for 'i'ra..119pol,t 

BRING-UP 

" 0, /. r / ~ (". 
-.::~ ..... ;:.. ..... !-~... . .•. ~ ••• ;.:. 

'nitlals:"I.:...l.~,--
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Pleue o.,Ola 

1/22/0 
In your 'Ioply 

ItEGION AL \VATEH B.OARD 

\ \, 
I 

The Resident Engineer, 
Ministry of Wurks and Development, 
P~O. Box 123; ," 
PAEROA. 

Tolegraphlc' Address "Cclchment" 

18 April 1980 

59 WHITAKER STREET, 
1E AROHA 

" 

I . 
: Dear ~ir, 

LAND AND SHINGLE LICENCES 

KUAOTUNU BEACH 

,AND \';HANGAPOUA HARBOUR ENTRANCE 

Board has received a copy of an application made by Mr M.R. Hodge 
'of Kuao~unu for the extraction of sand from the Kuaotunu Beach: 
Boarq's opinion is 'that sand extraction is likely to damage the be'ach 
but there is little hard ~nform~~ion available ~t this.stage. 

, 
We will be supplying ~he Ministry of Transport with ~ copy of 

Board's policy on beaches, and will indicate that while sand extraction 
is prdbably'idver~ely affecting the beach, this can o~ly be ascertained 
by an investigation similar to that recently conducted for the Whiritoa 
Beach. ~oard will suggest tha~ such an investigation should be put in 
hand imm~diately. 

If a further licence is issued in the meantime, the taker of the sand 
should be informed that it might be necessary to terminate it before 
its expiry da~e •. 

The same comments would apply to the application of Messrs Parry 
-Bros. Ltd to remove sand from the Hhangapoua Harbour entrance. 

-, 
LSH:GEV 

• 

Yours faithfully 
J.H. Morrison 
SECRETARY 

/J.l~ per .•............... 
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~ .. 1, 

Tharnes Corolnandel District Council 
iELf. PHONE: 86-07.5 THAMES 

PLEASE ADDRESS ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: THE GENERAL MAI\iAGER, 

PRI,vATE BAG, THAMES, N.Z. 

17 April 1980 

The Regional Sec:r:etary, 
Ministry of Transport, 
Private Bag, 
AUCKU-\ND . 

. ATTENTION: Mr Spack...lla~ 

Dcar 8:!..r; 

If calling, pleasE! ask for 

... Ml:" .. Farquhar : 
Please qL;ote reference. 

L ··········· 

The Council has been approached by resid~nts of Greys 
regarding a t .hreat to existing mClture pohutukawa trees. on the beach rresumeci 
to be' caused by shingle extraction operations. 

Residents suggest that the shingle extraction has left the roots of at 
v l~ast two mature trees exposed, and that the trees 'are in danger of falling 

unless some remedial action is taken. If the trees fall, the road above 
will be 'at peril from sea erosion. 

The Council's Area Engineer and riding member are investigating the 
to confirm that in their opinion there is damage attributable to shingle 
extraction, and I will advise you of their conunents in due course. 

Would you please advise: 

1. If the damage can be attributed to the shingle extraction. what powers 
exi~t to have the licencee put right the damage. 

2. l'ihat responsibility your Departnlent accepts for overseeing operations 
of shingle licence holders. ., 

3. Who can Council hold liable for reinstatement work.. 

I note that Mr Le Marquand will be in the area on 30 April - .1 May and 
would appreciate if he could arrange to look at this area during his visit. 
If he would contact the. Area Engineer, Bill Sloan at phone 65804 \~hit.:i,anga, 

I am sure a joint visit could be .arranged. 

~aithfUl1Y' . 

/ ~~fI-'-t/'n L 
B. H. de Boer , 

NERAL MANAGER . 
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. rJ!:s 'KUAorimAz· PalU'l'AlWIA TR£ES 

In yeur letter or 17 April 1900 )tOll raised. threo quoa1ions J 1 advise 
aD follows: 

2 • 

1. 1'hore ooata no powers :in the lla.rbours kt 1950 to have tho llcensoo pIt 
rightthQdaJraBe 

20 The Ministry or Transport 4CCl~ no rcspc1llDibi.llq £or overGOGing 
oporationo 

3. Tbero adstB no powers in the Harbours Act 1950 to bold lJAblo atl1b:xJy 
tor re-1nDto.telr:ant . 

'fJM, 
D. VI. La 1·ft.u:qUBD1 
tor Regional Socrotar'.r for Transport 
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DWL:RB 

54/20/)8 

15 lfay 1980 

Private Bag 
Auckland 
Telephone,· 713-400 

The General, Manager 
fhames-Coromandel District Council 
Private Bag 
'tlW.1ES 

Attention:: Mr Farquhar 

Dear Sir 

EL PENINSULA 

Custom HOllse 
Quay street. 
Auckland 

a.... [ 

~ you very mu for arranging f me to meet .those ~ople at Such obort f. 

n~~ce~ it vas at appreciated. 

AS a r6sul ; of this mee' , dredging proposal. for 
appl"Oval ould be 8S fe.ll .,s:-

The Co cil shall Pl'OC Ullder Section 1 
Appllc tio~ for appro would be made Form MOt 5903 (0 ainable from this 
otfic ). iU,e shall ,-.accompanied bz appropriate plans 

i'he plans sh 
Sh • g quantiti 
to be removed, 

include exactly here the work is 0 be carried out and howo 
to be .removed" cross profiles, s atigrapby of t.~e deposit 

~
COmpanying e planeS shoul an initial en . ronmental assessment. HO\Jever" 
this is n adequate er information ( der 178A of the Act) could be 

r~quired. • s should inc c how the mate al. removed \ull be disposed. or, 
effects of lorks on chan' currents, fish life, stirring of sediment and so 

irm proposal is needed before any decision can be made. 

KUA0TU1Lls SAND REl10VAL 

1'liis beach has now been closed to sand and shingle removale The issuing of 
licences Yill be reconsidered after six months. 1'his time will alloy any 
recovery ot the beach to be monitored. Anybody removing sand from this beach 
in the me~time is committing an illegal act. 

The contractors have been' further notified of the suopenaion and their 
·co-operatioD asked for.· . 

Thore is a possibility that co-operation ms::y be difficult, and for this 
renson I would nsk 1-:r Bill Sloan and his associates for their co-oporation in 
keeping an eye on the oi tuation. Should he .find saM. 'being removed, contact 
with this orrice, would be greatly appreciated. 

I' 
t 

~ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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DL:LW 

54/14/7/5 

1 April 1980 

M.R. Hodge Ltd 
Kuaotuna R.D. 
'WITIANGA 

DGarSir 

Private Bag 
Aunkland . 
'l'elephone: 773-IIJO 

'SAND ItEMOV AL : KUAO'l'UNA BEACH 

Customhouse 
QuaY' Street 
Auckland 

"I uish to advise that consideration to the ranewal ot yeur licence to oxt.ra.ct 
:sand from the above beach has to be de~d for sone mnths. 

,-

,The beaoh at present is suffel"ing severe erosion aDd iUrtmr l'a1llOVal. of sand 
~an only be detrimntal to tb9 Imalth', of this beach. ' 

All SaDd removal will need to stop ~di.ately ~ Ho'l.Jever a new licence will 
,DD considered in six JOOnths tim or \l~n the beach shovs signs of natural 
-rocovery. . ' 

-,It is intended to maintain a monitoring of this beach for this p!.U-poae. Your 
cO-OJ:8ration in this matter llOuld be appreciated. 

,Yours fait~lly 

D.V. loMarquand 
for IegioDal Secretar,r for fransport 

/ 
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54/14/7/5 

2.3 JanUB17 1980 

Mr M.R. Hodge 
Kuaotuna 
R.D.2 
WrrIANGA 

Dear Sir 

I 

Private Bag 
Auckland 
Telephane:77~OO 

APPLICATfQ.1 FOR SAND REmVAL :" KUAartJNA 

Customhouso 
Quay Street 
AUOKIAlID 

With reference to your recent applioaticw to remove a PJrther 300 u? of 
sani from Kuaotuna Beaoh for the year ending 31l-laroh 1900. 

I regret that an inspection of tho beaoh showt1d the t tho extractions had not 
been worked in lIocordtlllce with the "further cOIlditioras of the licence. '!'he 
ooniition Itatoo that. no holes were to be lett at'tor r$moval operations, 
whereas the beach has been lett in an almost hazardous coOO.ition, particUlar:Q" 

" for omall children. " 

With the untidy condition or the beach ani high rata or sand erosiou g I regret 
to advise that we are unable to grant you on extensicn to remove fUrther 
sand this year. Hovever you WIT submit yCAJr usual application for 1 April 1980 
to 31 March 1981; 

Yours f'aithful.ly. 

P .D. Spaokman 
for Regional" Secretar,r tor Transport 



~ 'Ministry of WQrks 
/~ and,De~elopment . 

District Office Dey St_ 

Private Bag, Hamilton 

Telephone 62 899 Telex NZ 2777 

, 
Inquiries to 1>1rs R I. Crichton Date 17 ,Tanuary 1980 Ref 47/16-7 

••• 

The Regional Secretary 
Ministry of Trapsport 
Private Bag i 
AUCKLAND . 

A~ION P D Spackman 

SAND AND SHINGLE LICENCES : 
31.3.80 : AREA KUAOTUl'llJ 

PERIOD 1.4.79 -

Your reference 54/14/7/5 of 29 November 1979. 

Enclosed is a copy of our-report on the Kuaotunu Foreshure a.s r~quested • 

Due to the adverse nature of the' fi::dings, . it is recommended that 
~~ Hodge's application for a flITther 300 cubio metres of sand be declined 
accordingly. 

B'J Butcher 
Di~trrct Commissioner of Works 

p/2e I . ..L _____ / ~~- . 
I f!/~i; 
~richton) 
Encl 
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,G) . rl!inistry of Works 
~" and Developrnent 

Q:a 
inq~ts to H D Glo..sc Date 11 "January 1980 

The Dint Comrnr of Works 
1fWD 
HAj'yULTON 

ATTENTION: Mr A R Attwood 

, . . ' .. 

Your ref: . 47/16 of 3. December 1979 

I 
S!iN~.AND S~INGLE LICENCE 

.t'. -. 

P.O. Box 

Telephone 

7/2 

KUAqTUlfU FORESHORE : 

APPIhCATION FOR M A HODGE FOR ADDITIONAlJ 300 1\13 FOR THE YEAR 
I 

END~NG 3: M1JWH 19~0 

I iJspected the KU8.otunu beach with an officer from the 
Hauraki Catchment Board on the 10th o£ January 1980. 

On the Eastern end of the beach there was evidence of recent 
sand and shingle extractions (possibly just before the Xmas break). 

These Qxtractions had left the beach in a very untidy condition 
and ul~ost hazardous particularly for small children. 

, . 

There VIUS no evidence that any' atteffipt had been made to smooth 
over the beach prior to :{mas break. 

The beach gave no appearance thnt the extractions' had been vlOrked 
in a manner which I had recommende'd-- in my previ.ous' reports 21ld in 
fact had been wori;:ed in a very irresponsible manner with no thought 
of the conditions laid· down in the licence or consideration to the 
public at large. 

The inspection also revealed thFlt the sand dunes to the '.':c·;nt of the 
peach have been eroding at an alarrnin€? rate. 

This erosion could be the result of n.atural cyclitic conditions' 
or accelerated erosion. brought about by the extractions • 

. We therefore think it 'would be most unwise to allovr additional 
material to be removed from the beach other than 'what was 
originally approved. 

In addition to allow further sand'and shingle to be removed 
would we feel only be an encouragement.to M.l' Hodge in thinking 
that this sort of thing would be on 60ing i. e each yeru: he would 
ask .i'o!' further quantities ovel.' a.nd above his original amounts. 

It has been brought to my notice tl:!.at sand from the b~ach has 
been finding its way to places like Thames, Tairua, Coromandel 
and other areas outside the ·\,.hitianga area • 

• 
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(), J.nd from this beach should be only allowed' for the local 

. building industry. 

In conclusion we stronfjly recom.'11cnd no further quantity be 

approved for the remainder of this year and that rr.r Hodge be 

reminded that within the next- fe\t' yecu's sand removals from 

this beach are likely to be stopped or 9.t least reduce·d. 

I have tGken photographs of the beach and 'sond dunes "lhich I 

will send on as soon as they come back from being developed. 

~ 
. '. 

A ·w Stewart 
,R sident Engincer 

prr: 

I~ 
H D Glass 

--- ... 

-. 
• 

: ' 
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MWD ) f<i 

• :: .. _, "';''''1" •. ' ... , 

7 March 1980' 

Works 

HAMILTON'" '/ I . ~/~ 
j" . ti"' " . 

.# 1.(' (- .,. 
J. .r 

AT7'J!ION: j'i K Attwood 

SAND AND SnkGLE LICENCES 

A A SIMPSON 
M R HODGE 

KUOATUNA. 'FORESHORE 

P.O. Box 123 Paero3. 
Telephone 8?25 

Ref 

The site was inspected by Mr G Ertel of the HCB. and myself 
on the 6th of March. We found that since Janu~y of this 
yecu' sand had built up along the dune fores1l:ore and in 
particulBX in front of the Pitoone stream mouth. However 
the overall beach profile is not as high as it was 3 years 
ago this being due to two reasons: 

i)· The nu-"llber of recent storms (over the past year) from 
the north· east which have caused extensive erosion and 

i1) the sand removal operations. 

The overall effect of the lower beach profile has been that 
during moderate storms the sand dunes su~~er ~rosion that 
would not normally occur. ,,_. 

With the onset of winters likely storms plus the sand 
extraction operations, this beach could see quite massive 
erosio~ of the sand dunes over the next 6 to 8 months. 

All in all it appears that the beach is in a trough of it's 
normal accretion/erosion cycle and that too much sand 
removed at this time c~u1d cause an imbalance of material 

.needed as a buffer against this winter's storms. 

We are pleased to see~that AA SiBpson has reduced his 
applic~tion from 750m~ to 400m3 this' year, but MR Ho~ge has 
remained at 600m3. 

Our recommendations are 

iii) 

A A Simpson be granted permission to remove 400m3 

M R Hodge' be granted permission to remove 500m3 only 
~~ not the 600m) he applied for. 

. . 

I~ Mercury Bay Ready Mix anply again this year for their 
usual requirement of 1000m?they be reduced to 800m3 
only. 

'" .. 
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BecCiU;:;:;c 01 "tine pL; t:.:o~nti state of this beach particular care 
i'lust be taken with the extraction of the sand. 

~ 'or the present no sand should be re :.noved neEJ.r the sand dunes. 
, The sand should only be taken froD the seaward side of the 

area immedJ.ately in front of the SH 25 and Bluff road 
intersection. 

Also during the extraction operations the sand where 
practicable should be removed to help keep the Pitoone stream 
mouth open in the position sho~n on applicants plans. 

When sand is being removed o~her than when keeping the stream 
mouth open i. e. when the .beach itself is being vlorked the 
extraction must be done in a· tidy manner and left safe for . 
the public at large not as seen in the attached phota which 
was taken last January. 

Attached hre photos taken at the times of the inspection. 

P N Sutton 
Acting Resident Engineer 
per: 

" 1 .. :'1 
} f 

. i 

r 
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~ 
1\1inistry of Works 
and. De.velopment 

District Office Dey St. 

Private Bag, Hamilton 

(. 
Telephone 62 899 Telex NZ 2777 

Inquiries to J.!rs R I Criohton Date 1 April 1980 Ref 47/16 

Regional Secretary 
Marine Division 
Ministry of Transport 
Private Bag 
AUCKLAND 

· ATTENTION P D Spaclonan 

'. 

· SAND .AND SHINGLE LICENCE3 : PERIOD 1/4/80 - 31/3/81 

'. Your references · 
.... -

i1j 54/14/1/4 dated 4 February 1980, 
2 54/14/7/5vdated 20 February 1980, 
3 54/14/6/5""dated, 13 March 1980. 

·.Application by'A A Simpson Limited and Mr M R Hodge to extraot sand from the 
'. Kuaotuna Foreshore and application by Parry Br.os Limited to extraot sand from 
· Jihe. rlhangapoua ·Harbour entrance. 

The resident engineer, Paeroa, has submitted adverse reports on all of ths 
a'hove three applications. 

In view of the Haureki Catchment Board March 1980 resolution which reads: 

: "That the Board express its opposition to any removal of sand from any beaoh, 
in advance of adequate information, and suggests that the Ministry of Transport 

.' fund a beaoh survey on the lines of that carried out for Hhiritoa Beach. ", the 
· district water and soil officer recommends that no sand licences be issued 

for at least six months when the situation m~ be reviewed. 

B J Butcher 
· Dist"i;ict COIJI.missioner of \-lorks 

pe~ . 
: '. ~ /,o-._-.:J 
· At.. t-
· / 

':-(R,-{ Crichton) 

.. 
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Privats Bag 
AUCKLAND 

~- ~;"".. -The District Corn:dssioner of Works 

T@l"phone: 773-400 

.- :---- .. --_._-. --. 

...--_-----_ .. _---- -

,-r., .' .. M$.nistry cf Wo~s & Development. 

':-;'-.: -~ -. Pi-ivate ·Bag 
... ...... ..:: ............ - - ... ~. _. 

HA..\fiL'~ ON 

-,. "Attention: Messrs' H.D. ·Glasa/a. Nichol. 
- - -' --. - .. 1'!. 
- --._-- --- .. 

-• • : -i' _ ,\.,'.. ~_ • - ~ _ -. - _ - _ . 

.. '. :-:7-'··· .. ;-:....,.'~~i\1rther to our---meeting-<if:..27-August_Jgeo ~rd subsequent discussion of thtl . 

-... ~~:. __ ':"·:.:,.:i.bove proposal •. Could you please BUPp17 a list- or a.vailable data you h:J.ve· 

.. i·:;':';:~~i.~.n record for .Kuaotul1u/l.fatar.1ngi Spit/Whungapoua area. 
• .v 

-

-- .'. -..... . ..... .. . - ~ 
. '.- - . .". . . 

. -.~,.'.~' , ... .;tn re~.rds._to costing of operations, could.you give ~stimates on the .. 

""". """"~.£~OWl.Dg:-_. . ' ... _. __ "'" _ 
'...:=: .;..:Z' • ..:.=::.;::....-;.._~-__ :...._ . . -.-:~-;.~ .•.• -. ~._' .• _._:r:' ... ~ 

... - -." . ---:- "'.~. . " -. ..:-,...:.... .... '-

"--1 _ . ....... 
·····.~7 .• ~_ •.• 

;- .;".-..:.!)o~"l.¥onthly surveys of t\lO or four profiles at Kuaotu11U Beach i'ro1Jl an ... alreadY· . .' 

' . .. .i established -survey peg to 10\1 water ~rk. I envisage this_would onlY.l'equire 
.. ' tth r 1 el ,-'. '~~, 

.... '; .. ~.:-: ... ~-;. e use 0 a ev • _ . .. ::.,-:r . .... . 

I . , 

You mentioned the possibility of borrowing the }!i.nistry of \lorks and 

.Develop~Jlt boat.· Could you please gi!0 details including on·boal'd equipment 

. such as depth sOUlXlor. Could,-au. alsC) give details of the teNS, if :loy- YO:.l 

,,,auld require for its USG .. 

(~i , 
'. H \1 L"i! Jl 

.'~- •• ~ - .~ ...... ,...";--o -, -. ',." - _ ~_ \lY \~ tj {" 

:-, .' .....: ~.: " ./ . ~ . . -
t __ " 

-, .... , .. 

/

. D. V. le ?brqunJXl . . 
~,tor Regioml SeC:Ntar.r for Transport 

'. -
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.,. KUAOTU:h1J SAND SYSTEM STUDY PROPOSAL 

VISIT TO INVOLVED PARrIES 

. . PRFLIMINARY 

Kr~Bill Sloan (Area Engineer Whitianga) was unavailable. Left copy of 
.. the proposal for his comments. He had earlier stated that he 'Was 'Willing' 
to;establish bench marks. 

::.:.; :'. M .. q.W.Do' (Paeroa) 
-. . ... >..-~-- --
~.~~~S~ ~ Nichols'and H.D. Glass stated that they were unable to do 

anything.o.ther than write reports without funds to charge to. However, 
. they were keen to see the study undertaken. I have written to tliem·to 
'.- obtain a quote for the cost of monthly surveys atxl the hire of theilo boat 
' .. for sedi~~.~t samples and offshore survey •. 

_ ___ _ • t..7 

':.:::... __ .,_:._The7~.have data. available. such as photos, reports etc. which can be used • 
. :'.--:_:-:'. ____ ~.:_;;_':_: ."9~_.:'!:._.:_-_:- _ __:~ •. _ ..... _ _ . -:. -___ ;._- ~ ___ .- __ ~:~ .. --:-~---.-----.-

;;~ - '. .-, ," . -
-- -··'C~··-· '.':.": iI~raki ·Cat-chment'Boald· ... · .. :' .":.--:- -~~:--:---'~~'''''''-'~'.-~'~':--~:.'' :"~.'.:~'::-~-:::'~ '-': .. ~: .' "".' 

--~ 

_". ~o ..... ~ ... - .. _ .'.. ., 

.' .=:~·,' .. ;··:;-'MeBsrsDo Smith, Caddie and P.· Dell were very k~en to seethe study -' 
.,-- uixiertaken as they have alre.·.dy done some preliminary w~rk in the area 

: ~;~;':'·.,i$cluding two profiles established and surveyed as well as other .. .. 
<';~ ~:mt8ce11aneouB data. They are going to send an itemised list of the available 
: ... ---dita.··_·· .... - ... -~ , ....... , - .. , ." ... .,.----... -- .. - __ .... _ ... 

- ..... - - -;l ......... 

: . .... ,·_~~ . .-r·{ i ~." .. -::".~ ...... -~ ~- ~._ .. - -. . . -'. -.. , 
- . They indicat'ed that sifting and' various plotting of diagrams could be carried·. . ." 
'.~ ., .. as internal costs but· the other (survey work:- surveys, sample collection) 
f would need to' be paid' for. They are also supplying a costing on the parts of 

--the proposed that will require funds. ;:/ ,.- r :-:i -: .... 
!' . 

,.' '-<.- II>'~",., 

"1'".' 
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Please Quote 

------------ -~---.---.-----.---~----------Ei1"J ---1---

In }oor replY 

J. M. Morr;son. 
Secretery. 

HAURAKI CATCHMENT BOARD 
and 

" 

REGIONAL \';TATER BOARD 
Te lephone 48-099 Telegraphic Address "Catchment" 

\. 
.:: ; .. , 

. .' r 
59 WHITAKER STREET, 
TE AAOHA 

3 September 1980 

Mr D. W. Le Marquand, 
Marine Division, 

!;'';;:S :.& -Ministr.y of Transp~ott, 

~.; - AUCKLANI}. -

"J '. 

, :.t.1~ -· .. .ue.~r .~il: _L~ LV1~il"qu.:tnd, 

. .' 

~-r 1 
.... I.~ 1 ~, __ .. - ...... * ,-~ .:: . Re-; Kuaott.:n.u Beach. 

Please find below an outline of costs for the proposed study. Due to the 
- "D.o..... 1 

~·-rnng- dlstance from the Boards base in T~ Aroha, transport costs and time 
__ ........ a r~ fairly expens t ve.. .. • .1'_-0.. ..--.-..-

" -...., _.~ '-'. 4 .... _.. -- , -
.... .., . --a .....,. .. _n \. _ -.-......1.-

':":'~-:"'-.- The UnLversity of .¥aikato h<i.ve zlready carri~d out some investigative 
work in the a~ea, and L w~ll collect lhi.s infoIIpati-on in_. the next few weeks . 

da~ 

T!'l~-:~~ 
~.&..a_ .. " ___ _ 

I have broken the costing up into sections: 
-.. '-

Survey cost to level.and surv-ey 4 ..: ~ct-ions and benchmarks-
including office time (1 vehicle 4 people). This would 
be only done once. 

To ~rofile sections - onshore - offshore 
(1 days work , 5 ,nar, team) . 

1 Rdythpon t-!CltO c-ollT1der 
M0A.t:. .. -!:"!d ' .. 'ra i ler 

1 Ran6c f 1 .aer 
1 c. wheel. dr.lve He/kID 
I'Surveying vehicl~ 20c /km 
5 Hauraki Catchment Board Staff 

$28. 50/day 
$76.00 /day 
Borrcwed 
$124.00 
$80.00 

(400krn) 
(400km) 

$220.00 

--'-

$528.50 

Office time to reduce and interprete 
$100.00 

To~al Cost per completed Survey 
$628.50 



j , 
l 

. -

- .. -

L __ _ 

- ............ 
~ ...... ____ i '",}.. .. 

2 "L - -< [" 

~\ 

If only land surveys weri~ €arried out the extra labour, vehicle and 
boat could be dropped. Thi~ aast then to survey land sections; 

.t 

1 vehicle 
3 Staff 

$80.00 
$150.00 

.. C • T"" t h.-:. t:\.. ... _ ... 

~; ) ... 
':-:-..! L!/+J '.... '"J - , 

I, 

S 2~; t . :i 

I 

$230.00 

Sediment Sampling, using the boards dredge sampler would be carried out. 
It .ould take an est~naLed two days to col lecc the samples-depending OP the 
area covered. A "largish" boat \vould be required as long distances from 
shore would be nec essa ry. Enquiries into a boat will be made by both your
self and ourselves. ' 

Manpower 
3 Staff - -2 -days 
AcrommonatioD 
EchO-SCuii.dc:L 
Vehicle (for boat) 

- ~- - ...!-- r 
.......... 1-& ........... 

$300.0G 
~ 70.0,) 
$ 50.00 
$180.00 

$600.00 

~~ ~~Cost of boah ~s~u~known . 9Abil · €urther enquiries • 
= 4 

A meeting of boards staff and yourself for midday on 22 September 1980 
at Kuaotunu Beach has been arranged. 

PMD :r-mw 

• 

Yours faithfully 
. t 

R.W. Harris 
CHIEF -EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
AND CHIEF ENGINEER 

per ••• itgf..: .... 
P.M. Dell 
Scientist 
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::: ~-:;:i.· ::.,,:.,·'i:;··.AS, 'your let~er.'wa8.·.COPled;.;t<i··jn~.·toJ'; ~~~"'-·lt<".,wo\ll4··.~p~ar:;.~·: .. /: " .. ,;(:." '.
, ~"+.,,' ,~;~,~.:.'., .. app~prlate: thatX,shOuld reply· rathe~-:thail the ·8ecX'G~·'i'·' ...: _ : ~. .. 
r":'- .'~~ .. :~·-':.·:;;;:·:·;:J0f', .. ~~~:r~:~.'·: :··:·"~r?·\.-.~;:.\~·~~;;~:.:.· ~\!~~·r'_~·;· :,,::'~~~:,:·~:~~'::.:.:k:~:· :'l!~'j ff;~:';~; ·;~~;.:~(;':~:~l:~~.::' :J:~:~~' :. ;~,~>! ::t;.'~>~~ ~.~" .' 
.. : '< .. ':: ~>:1'he, :b~acb:, ~'ol~s~' t~rar11y"tu(~t;;as '£el"t >tlut~:. ,the.; :'. :,:._,: ... :,:,: .. ;.~,,<> :~:f.': : .. < ~":~' (:;::\~ ...... trac~I~t1',~a· causJ.t:lg~.~.81on~&nd:. ~slon -1~ al~ow~,~." :.>:.:." .;':: ,~.<.' .-~, ( 
"~""~'.". ~',cont1~~ :c~.p~V$.~~~ely expens~v~, ~ ~Q8t! ". ;' :". " "' .. ':. :->,' .. 
~: _~:-.,'--' ..... ~_; : ~.: ~ ',' :. '. ,~ .. ~'.!...: ..... ::. .' :,,_ ~",: <.: ~ ,_ ... ':,,:. , ,. -i" <"~ ,_P:; •. -." ,;;;~_ '.: ~._ . :': ~-_ ;.-:;~ ~:~i.~'\-!,"' .-: :",t r.-... 
, ::.,' ':~. ,.' .: :;The . prlliclpal<'concern f)f. th~iJ«il1stry .ot",Tr8nsPoi't: Is th~~ .. : .. Y, -:::.:!~' '. ,"': .:: 

~. ',,:' .. :.:" + , .• ;pre$erY'$tl~n'of ·~hq::cQalltlln,.,-:·.·.J~~t~ac~1o~;.o", .~pl~c~B", ..... :'.':. C' ~':.':-. 
:: ,.''''1:' ::~;:." :--: prP$sure,$ Olr thq coas~ Wh1c~,:·'.pa~~cu~l"'.:C?n ,tJl,., ea~~. coast,':'.' :<,,:-.:,' . 
( ~ ':/,:',.' caitlead :to,consld.erable: erosion.,'"' A, munber. af,beachGs:have' . ::': ::, Y·' . . :' r ," · .. ··1 ,- 'already :.b,en· 01~S$d .to·· ~. 'ext#c~1o~':'8ild .~t:tent1Qn'·18' '. ',';';'.:' .:;, ~:" .. : :~. 
\' 'i .. : ,i'1 ,': .. beiilg gtven. to, the othe;r. beacheS"~U1'~ch extJ'actlon take!r··: ~:, ' ... ' ,... .' 
~ .. :::,"~:'. :place~,.:·:Addl~~onally the '.~unt;·~Ch. may be, taken 'haa .b~en·' '.: ::: .... .' ~.~, ,: :: .. 
~ ... ;'.,:.<: !}~:.:.8U~s~~~~~1.:t.'etiu~~'~~,.'~b~r .~t ~~~r~eaphe,s.~. : ...... ';:::." .. ,:,.:~ J':;' .~.' ',' " 

~;_~._.:~'1'~:,,,:'" ,r"".=:.. ';', ~. ~~1~, <-.-;..., •• ",~;'~-,\~t '.' ; ._'~ - , .... '.,'~~ " .~\I'·' ."-.1 .~. ", •••• -~ ..... _ •• ' 

';;~ ?" ,;' .. :,fhE!,·deposlts .. o:t·:.·~ ~y .app¢~ huge,:; ~~ ~'! bal~c~,,:l;tetweell t,: .... :., :'.,' , 
~., ,'.' ';:, ':: .. ac~retlon ~: ~ros1on '~8 very .'pre~lowr and ',$1' 4pp·SJ-e~,.y." ,:.-.'" ';:: '<~;"':: 
. ..".,'": ' .. ' ',';1nslgn1:ticant 'Qction"c8Jl'·$lter . .-thG 81tuat1o":~'ln Q IIlQst·:>t:.· ',;,,': .:,- ..... ';;~, .. :'; ,>( '.:{ :. ':-; ·<81gnif1c~t· way. Extract1~Ji·. Q~ .. ~.: from :.:It.'; ~ea •. Is- ap~e~t~; <:;:.::.~:. ,:~.,' 
';," ',':"', ·.":·.an 1ns~tlc.~t.act1oni'bUt.c8Jl,~~~i·I,tl}e!;b8laJJc.e·,~ .', ."~.~:l:- ;.,.:~.::.).", . 
. :~':">.:; ....... ~ead to',·severe·. eto81oi1Pi'Q~1~~uJ •. ~_;; .:.r··{ r~. ;::; .. ~.;;:. /:.~ .. ':"\'.~.(~:?-' . :<.:.-,<, !-... .:',-~.,:- '.>:' 
': '::r-·'~.;~~·i.?_·.-·>::··1'~: !:'.'~! ~ .,'., " .'. ··~~._.:~~:,~~i';.·"i.:·.,:~·."-·:·-. .:f_'::j~>·'::.:~::.::~-.:~~;-·:·'·l~ .. '~~;.· ... :-:::c·~·>f .. :·: ~;L::.-·.\; .. ;·-··:~<~;·-,t:~;~ .. :!~~ 
,,=.,:,: :,".y l't' 1s, 'hop_ed' to 1i1ttoClU:citi a.:stUdt· 1

ijt·· .8n,cl' m()yem~t,:O.ri~ xuao1~Ull\f< A· .. ·:'~c.,.:~" >. . 
!~ .,'" ;'i '::.', _ :,~.eaCl.l'WL~· a ,V1~ tc(de~&rtnln1ng··:the .·,'~~f~t ..... ~l'e"!exactly:(';"ot-.:~"~·;'.::,~,::"~ ".>, . 

'.:~~ '.i:.: .. :·:.· :!·e?tt~{1otlon.· .. ,~ou1cl:;~~ ,atucly ~~.-~;.-~~vers~; etfeet:~h.en' ,''','','<':':=..-.. : ::' , '::::' 
': .. ~·;;,i~!:.·;;',;: ':. }~o~s.~dGrat1~Il'.w~~! ~veto, .be g~V~; .~.':C).~S1~ .~e_.b~~~i:·'i~:':··:'~·;~':·::··:'·': "'.' -, ,-... --. tia8. alrpdy' been done el:.sewhere-.·· ,':: :':' . ,'. '"', .;, ; .. ; .. , -,'., ,.~. ..;. J'. '~'.-- .,:'. 
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~v~H,jj§CrR\f of TRANSPORT 

17 October 1980 

The Minister of Transport 

PRIVATE BAG, WELLINGTON 1 
TELEPHONE; 721-253 
TELEGRAMS; TRANSPORT 

SAND REMOVAL FROM KUAOTUNU BEACH 

AURORA HOUSE, 
THE TERRACE, 
WELLINGTON 1 

The letter to the Secretary of the Kuaotunu Citizens and 
Ratepayers Association prepared for your signature has been 
referred back to the Ministry for further comment. 

The closing of beaches for their preservation is an ongoing 
activity of your Ministry as part of the management of the 
sand resource on the foreshore. Such action is only taken 
after consultation with the local Catchment Board and with 
the Water and Soil Division of the Ministry of Works and 
Development. The existing legislation is considered to be 
sufficient for the purpose. 

Studies are being undertaken in conjunction with Local Bodies 
and the Ministry of Works and Development to expand the body 
of knowledge available to help management become more effective 
in dealing with the sand resource . 

• Kuaotunu Beach is to be the subject of such a study when 
fficient funds can be found for the purpose. 

FILE 

/ ........ / .......... . 

Jnltl~:s: .... .flx .......... ........ _ 
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by_._ --- -~.--

'I '8 G H ~loore 
('1::lcJ.etary 
KUBat nu Citiz~ns and 

.acapayers Association 
R D 2 
lJtHTI~NGA 

Des.: Mrs Moor 

a September 1980 

On . " a 7,' of the Hon C C A l1cLach l,an I c' n "-I m1ge 
yo I co Y of 1 ... ter 'bt d 4 Sopt-mt e ~ dr s ad to 

S'cr·tary, Marin D.vi ion, Min·~t~y of Tr nsport 
c~ncB~ning the removal of sand from Kuaotunu Beacn. 

Your l~ttpr wi 1 b P .Be d b fore the finister at an 
early opportunity. 

Yours sincerely 

J W Sagris 
Private Secretary 

SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT 

For draft reply please. 

~~. 
/ Priv~te Secretary 
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• K..ua,tu",u Citiz'''1 a1f,~ ~.t'lal'rl Ass", 

fte Se01'etU'7 t 
larin. J)lvisioll, 
UiD1str,r ot.Transport, 
hlvat. Ia •• 
tUOlLdD! 

R.D.2 'WHITIANGA 

4th September 1980! 

~ '," RECEIVED 

., - 8 SEPrso 

hUt ~~~ " ! ;, Ij :<; '~.~ :';', "~~ .,,;, MINISTER'S 0FrtCE 

, ~., 1'.:~;,~~~J, n~ ~UIU DACR. , 

At a reoen' ae,tua of tb.~above Assooiatlon it ~. aiulteJ to wrlte to ,ou. 
espreaalq ·the 4e.p OODoern of • ma4o~lt' of merabGra tO~I~~ faiber eu44e" 
4801810D ,to atop .11 ·111)'Il8~oJ4er8 . .',tI'CXD r.ov1111 8&Il4 hUll the tuaotunu leaob. 

W.' ha •• 110 lelaa m tbs., d~ole~oD was reaohe4 an4,~ oDlt assume tbat 1"~ 
vas at ilie request of :sane m,S.no,lV ~ieP8l'er8 ~ ihe &l'e~. hesUDl&'b~ ther have 
built theh' lloWl'" fUl4lhave DO tbouDt tor ihe the dm dpeAse iIlotiJol'e4 b7 ihe " 
people wbo b'fe' stl11 to do 80. \' , •. . 

W. would l1ke ~o ~sk, lf~'our ~.01810n ls tinal, aDd. waa there any tboucbt 
.1'fea to tb. 14ea tbat 't milb~ba.~. "eft a oourteous ,estdfe to oonsult eame 6f 
the resldenta in :tbe .1oqal aJl4 1Nft'0UDdlna areas 'aa to' tbt ~ eoollUlll0 dleastel' . . '0", 

thls 1Il&1; an4 iD4004 "e "GallS,a: to loqal \,Dchlatn. " ',~'~" . .' , 
Ie alao! ~o1Dt:. "that tbe p~Oe ~ora .hioh t~. ~ le takell 18 Ilot ill l ' 

alV' da."er of: e~810D, 111 taot tbe aea Uself takea ahl 1M butU8 up tbe san4 
without aD,1 llc.nee aU.l~t~J" • ,,' , . , , '\. 

. fhe .81', :14ea"pf thl,'area, .i~b 1t8 hq.~e~~~1te,t !t.r,and, ba.~ to sapor" 
tl'om •• tar- ant as tbe ::i:"'oa f.!~, 8Iaml to't~'''~ooal ,.opl., .. o' 'be 
lu410l'0UB, &Del oefv.1D1r 410 ft~,the 10,.1"'\' ot tu.1 .. av1f:l1~ ~ k •• plq a:uall,;~. 
local induetri •• '~ in &;po81 Oft to teep on eIIlpl~ tbeb itaual quota of tbe 
100a1 WOI'Worot., ~:,:. l ~' , ( , ' , , J • _ • • , 

It IOU h,.-o .h~~ a,oms ,to 70Qr J)e~tmellt to be t$ ev14elloe to 3ustlf7 
TCUI' cleot8ion, ••• ou1cl.~4e.ezIl So" a oo~te~ tor IOU to 00"''' .. hle .... ideho. to UB. 

Ie alao &$ t~· 70u, oQJ1a14el', ~ber local areae tOf tb. I'emewal ot earul 
an4 ,lve tbo&ah_·to t)lft.~14 •• :'tbat ea~~ b'aoll in the .b01'''.ero\117 ., Are' be u8e4 
lD rotaUoD, tbi8 .. ou14 theD"GU1'e17 1'_0., aq teeli", ot ·ineaoU1"l.., tor e •• rt 

'~ I ' 10081 l'e814ent.\' , 1 ',' ,: ',< ' ~" 
" W. teel -tbat t~e1'e Gho'J14 nqt, be a total 'baa OD eah4 tor tbe area, and 

tbai earl4 fl'aa; 10061'. bOaohe8 -abo~l4 ,be a_11abl~. ot 1'1.' to 10061 people.MeD 
haD tbo oonoo, 'plaoe' on al\Y bea~ ,1t ooulet 4011tt1e, it ..." hana. . 

Would It ~ po.s1b18;tor 7~u~"0 aq,~lDt us,ot "he}.'" ot 70urtoest .1e~t 
"0 the uea aD4 perhaps aCllle of o~. Jeopl, ooulet m .... 10U.- , . ' 

lWe would, poill":. out to 70U, t __ at" tbou,h thla 18 .~11· uta in 70ur lu,. 3ur1acllotlon, 1t 18 Ilone the 1.sa .erT important to Us all, and .e ask •. ;~, 
tbat IOU I'lall1 loot·.pq baret at t~t!, s11iua~l~D, anel moet aa maf),J peop1. aa 
poss1blo befor. matinS an, deoi810n. ' 

". ' 



54/15/48 

1 October 1980 

~ The Co~tY Clerk 
Ohine~i County Council 
P . 0 . r -Box 17 
~ROA 

Dear Sir 

SAND EXTRACTION - WHIRITOA BEACH 

C 
1 

; 

ith reference to your letter of 29 August 1980 (811) and subsequent 
to the visit to the beach of officers from the County Council, 
Cctchment Board, ·linistry of Worl{s and Development and Ministry of 
Transport. 

In your letter the Minlstrj was advised that Council resolved to 
ask the Minister to take action under Section 244 of the Harbours 
Act. 

InspectIon of the beach shows that It is in an accreted state with 
no evidence of erosion. It would be extremely difficult to justify 
an application of Section 244. 

Discussion in your offices gave an indication of a possible change 
in Councils attitude to this matter. 

Before applying to the Ratepayers Association it would be of great 
help if the Ministry could be advised of Councils present attitude 
to sand extraction from Whiritoa Beach. 

Yours faithfully 

A.K. Ewing 
for Secretary for Transport -, . . 2-C 

I 

---I 
Inltlals: __ -
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m. Ministry of Works 
~ and DevtttGpment 

District Office 

Private Bag, Hamilton 

Dey St. 

Telephone 62 899 Telex NZ 2777 

Inquiriesto Mr A K Attwood Date 24 September 1980 Ref 96/130000 

• • • 

comm~r of hlorks 

ATTENTION Mr R K Howard 

WHIRITOA BEACH 

Your reference 75/10/56 of 29 May 1980 to Hauraki Catchment 
Board. 

Attached are two copies of plan 2/398/1/3204/1 prepared by 
the district surveyor from Title surveys ranging from 
1896 to 1975 of the foreshore in the vicinity of the 6B3B2 
block of Maori Land on which the sand pit is sited. The 
plan has been prepared with the use of a plan variograph 
and hence is not as accurate as one prepared from offsets 
from a coordinated line. For the purposes of the exercise 
though it clearly shows that MHWM has progressed about 
40 metres seawards over the years and hence can be said 
to be at variance with Christopherson and McLean reports. 

You will note that the plan depicts two lines attributable 
to the 1918 survey. One line is the reproduction from the 
plan of that year (ML 10985) and the other is the reproduc
tion from the plan of 1975 which adopted in part the 1918 
survey. This difference is attributable to scaling and 
plotting errors. I am forwarding copies of the plans to 
Marine Division Auckland and head office, Hauraki Catchment 
Board and Dr T R Healy of the University of Waikato. 

The Hauraki Catchment Board has still not responded to 
your above referenced letter. I understand that they 
are not willing to take a firm line of action until fUrther 
data is to hand. In view of the progression of MHWM I 

·believe that there is no urgency in funding being made 
available from the limited NWASCO funds. Any further 
research should in the first instance in my opinion, be 
limited to mineralogical analyses and characteristic ash 
shower configurations and not to expensive off shore 
drilling. 

B J Butcher 
District Commissioner of Works 
Per 

-I7('~/ 
(A K Attwood) 

Encls 
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RECEl 

14 August 1980 1 5 AUG \98() WELLlNGTOI'f. N.Z. , 

, 
MIIHSTER OF TRANSPORT M1N1STER'S 'oFFICE 

SAND MINING - WHIRITOA BEACH 

In 1978 I received several letters expressing concern about 
the effects of sand mining on Whiritoa Beach, Coromandel. 
The substance of the complaints was that sand mlnlng was 
likely to cause erosion of the dune and to threaten 
holiday homes in the adjacent subdivision. 

V'f'I\t\ 

A Maori Trust (Whangamata 6B3B2) issued a licence for the 
taking ~f sand for a period of three years from 1 April 
1979 at a rate of 4300 cubic metres/year. The operation is 
within the district scheme provisions, and is a continuation 
of activity that has been going on for some 30 years. 
Royalties amount to some $24,000 a year gross. 

I. , 

After lengthy inquiries I establish that there was 
insufficient information available, but that the Hauraki 
Catchment Board had commissioned Dr McLean, University of 
Auckland, to carry out an investigation. His report was 
completffi early this year. 

In replying to my correspondents, I indicated that I 
considered that the matter was essentially the responsibility 
of the local and regional authorities concerned but that I 
would consider raising the problem with you when Dr McLean's 
report became available. In summary, Dr McLean concludes 
that the Whiritoa sand system is small and confined, and is 
one that does not receive or lose significant amounts of 
sand through natural processes. The present major loss 
is undoubtedly from mining, and the quantities extracted are 
not made up by new sand coming from off-shore or from the 
small streams flowing across the beach. The evidence 
suggests that there is insufficient sand to maintain an 
equilibrium without continued erosion of the foredone. His 
final conclusion is: 

" In these circumstances it is most probable that 
continued sand mining will further deplete the 
reservoir (of sand) and induce further erosion. " 

Given the scientific evidence now available, it seems to me 
that it would be prudent to restrict sand mining at Whiritoa 

. . . 
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2. 

taseach. I have been advised that under Section 244 of the 
Harbours Act 1950 you have power to curb mining where it 
is likely to detrimentally effect foreshore and dune 
stability. I would be grateful if you would give 
consideration to taking such action. 

ENVIRONMENT 

lAANSPOVtl 
SEeRE1 AR'< fOR 

r ~r draft r:p\~iFectlOf1t 
i-- rcp'¥ Jf 
4 or CgAlAl8R,," 
r,deffer;l, 

t"l.-pth~ 
18. r· to 
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11h~ Pre 8ident 
I'vh5.:r'j:tOH Rate1J.~vers ltssociatiol:".. 

-r. .~. (.... ¥ 

P.O. Box j.~o.) 
AUCKLAj~TD 

lJ~8r Sir 

I hn.vc· r8,~(d.v8d your J.ot"ters of ;2J.j. )nd .::.~) J>t:c"!u::\!'y ': SicK) 
co:n,ccJ-:'ning thE.~ e::ctract~cn :.):f ;~,::rL1d. ~.-t ... tTh.:l.1'2. tea BeE\Gh. 

~r"'lU .. "CI' .... +-icn tll",-t· V'ou )'1!!"(1 .;:,,::.y .• ;., s·'n (~" ..... -I -I'-'r ".,.~·i.~-l:.o.,·f" 4-(., +-11"" .'I. '" • I.'.l.;:'!.l v .... ;.. ,_, v.. .'_.7. ~ ,-'.... 1.- (., '.' :<,L .\. _ '-'" .... _ _ ,..... v.. '-' 

DiniGtr::r to \~·hi.ch you ha~i. nei:. ):~·t n;:~~ivcd a reply: . Tb.F~t; 
lettGi" 'I16nt to our AUGk12.l".d 0.l.1.~Ce .~l]l.(:' tho), ';vorG aQV:'i.8',;~o. 
by 'U:,i8 ()fflcc of this mini 3-trys j.l1",tolvm:::ctl.'c in t:hi IS :'intt.BI' 
'l"'ld ~fl'n"1 "',"d +,', V'fv n l '\Y "GO ··to-L' {"1 ~ f\11'1'j">"r. ;'''1'1'' !:"l"\'-!''l'''lC' (.' • .:..t.I,._ v.o...... \ .. ,".....,J.. .... -:~..J ,.) - oi. .J ... , ~_ _'-, •• , .... ' ..... ;\.1. ,t·,....t " .... ' ..• ~ ..... " ... J .\. 

off:J';(: rt:ty hOi'i':;'V('::I:' hnve b(;'sl'l under -:h0 tlnp"_"pr~r::i()n th;:~t 
+'1' . -{ S -)'r~'f'l C'-' l'I"'lf) .... ( .. 1)] J' ,:,,1 di "1"';""'+ -1-.-. "Ir'-" 1" hp ·t: ..... 'l·;- ~,~ 4 "r.: m v 1...1.'-. \.. •. _ .................. '~ ~ .1. , .. _ • ,s.,...., .... ..- .. _ . " ..... "" .... .;~, v' ...... _ •. \-' .. "_ .J- .... /~ "..:.. ... -J. \ .. ..i-'.:~.y· 

i::r6 apologise :f'or nc.-t :.. .... GPJ.yi~lg. 

As 1'8.1"' (~s tlLis i.:1ini8"Gry is <,n'Jal"'~ the situati((rl <'.t 'l:nl.i.x'l to:-;;, 
Bea.;h is -tbat tt.e Ei-\:r~d t!l.ini!\,! oper8.t5.on -tak.es p1acs c:.'.b::l":rf. 
:U g11 V:atcr Spx'ing 'Tiecs arlG .1.5 l1(lt f3ubject to a :U..C(HlGG 
.1.fwu'dd by the Hinis-cry oj:' T1-:',,~.IJ.S'P·>:t.:·~;. '.:':r"J."iI''jfc,re ~·t(!) 2.!'e rtlj1:, 
in ;:t position to o'nS1"!er t:;.l{~ que):'i(?s l"8.is€,d 11:1 YOU!:' lc~t-ter 
of 2Jt- ~T.::1.nUo.ry. It :~.s unxo:l .... 'tunatc: ·tJ-lat; 'the lcttel'" of 
1i.r- J\llJe 1979 from th(~ (~0ril.'~115Siof.!. for tho3 }'nviro:nn~<){~t g.t'V8 
you thp: 5mprr:o:ssion 'th:1.t· .it \-r~tS t,his :':·\inl!.rtr.·y ' ... ·l-:ich :lt~ r::ued 
th~~ licen.ces for the extr::),c"t;i0Yl <:::.1:; .\ fj'li.:ci 1'.:(,;;:! • In fact tho 
lic~nc6 to cxtr\3.:;t sand. ::,it I:hiritoa l'-c:3.ch is ::';-;3SUc(~ by the 
l\i;'Jo-'~i 'i.''Pu~tP.t:> -I')"'~·~U;:l'.J.·'.I.·t to +h."· T""l)-V"; '~-l ~'i>':' ,)J{' ·th'·::- l~;:',c·''''~·:i ........ __ , .. ..... c"; _vt,;,A.._ .... ~ V_J.V ...... "" ...... ,.",..,L.v_o\t,,.; '\,.,;..,}. \.-1 .... o~,,~ .... 

AZi'airg Act 1953, ';If) -ch(~ laD.a c0nc..::rn.::d is Haori Iftl:'.lG. 

Th'~ rdn.istry does 1::.01';ev~~r h.~:\vo :::.urt::::.5.n Iir.!.i ted powe~"s t·.., 
control sand -:;)c-cr';clcticn on la.n,d nd:I~,cG{rt tc the C(\3.St 1;/h3!'fi 
su-::h extractir.m could leo.d to eron:L.-.:!. \'!e 8,:;"'C not in :-3, 

flnq';'~'jcn to ('<f~'t''''.L·:O:;'~ +'t'lpe,p ....... (')'.r'.>·,~(.' ·?;-t·11nut ... ·i-,,··'''\·,11')· '="~J"r.'I"·I-.L~f.·~C r'...I~.J,..v.-........ .,..r.-__ -_'-' ! __ " _-).) .. " ~,-,! ..... ,,4t~"'·"'I ... l Il-", .... .1.J.., • J.2 ... .,..a.'- .• J..M.~") ..... "' ........... ,J,; •• " J'" 
ovid;'::llce -to 6ho,\,1 tbDt ext:e2.c,tiol1 may be J..eac.l.1ng t,) ~rosionll 

1'hc report pl"'(')pared by Dr' }i(:L;;;an for the I-rn:ura}:]. c,;t(;hDE::nt. 
Bo;::.!"'d may prov,ido r,ucll c·ll:i.dcnce ar.,d C"':{; tl:H; ·f.)nH~cn-t t:irile tt.Ll,g 
liiU' ',";1 ."-:-·r"'/ !'I'n~ -l-'he ca'r,r' ;)!'1D,,"r·t ~,,~,'~""'d ~ ~p .~ .; Q;"l(' ~'I'; 'l', r,' "+",,"i'- o;:l" +" C-'1 •• ,-vOL_ ~ v ...J .~.!.-- .... ~ .~,~ '\...- .4..LtJ ~_-'A:" ' .. , '. ' •• ~.a. _,./. .... -:..... ...... 111, ....... i. -.-~~ ..... .t.i,.-"; 'Ii"'~ " .... ...., '~ .. I ............... , 

could be tal<=:en .. 
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~dY~~ ~i.e a't~rde t
1
,hlS is a dif:ficul t and contentious matter 

3 no es rablo to indicnte the exact nature 
action this ministry may take until \1e have finali d of any 
discussions with other bodies.' se our 

Yours faithfully 

O.K. \\'hitehouse 
for Secretary for Transport 

The Regional Secretary 
Private Bag 
AUCKLAND 

, Attention: P. SpacYJIlan 

p;:L~ 
G.K. Whitehouse 

/...:: 5. 7.,. .fk~. ~r ..-u!;~~A,,: c~ ~ p.- d C PI'4~ ,.,-</ .... ~-/.. 
~ .#.~ ~4!7 a~ //~ ~ ,d,...,~l'- .,.<// ~~~ ...e:r d'~
A%/ ~-/. ~~~ "'/ u4-r~t;-k~t' ...... ' ~4 .£ ~ .,,(,- ~-",-r-~"":"-

/:ftp'" 
//P'./~::.~> 
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54/15/48 

20 February 1980 

The Secretary 
Hauraki Catchment Board 
P.O •. Box 7 
TEAROHA 

tear Mr Morrison 

RE~'IOVAL OF SAND A.T \OORITOA 

Thank you for the copy of the report on \ih1rltoa Beach, 
prepared by Dr l-lcLean, ,..,hich you sent to the ministry. For 
some time now the ministry has been concerned that sand 
extraction at ~nuritoa may be having an undesirable effect 
on the beach however, we have been reluctant to act until 
such time as good technical evidence existed to show that 
this was so. 

Under section 244 of the Harbours Act 1950 it is an offence 
to remove sand from a beach or adjacent land without the 
consent of the Minister of Transport if there is a l1kely
hood that such extraction will lead or 1s likely to lead 
to arosion. The present extraction operation at b1dritoa 
is a case in point and has not been consented to by the 
minister. In view of the sizable investment, the ~~rltoa 
subdivision, at risk due to erosion it is unlikely that the 
minister ,,,ould consent to long continued extraction of sand 
in this area. . 

I would be pleased to know '\'{hether your board would support 
this ministry in any moves ,ore may make to have the extraction 
operations at ~nuritoa stopped. 

Yours sincerely 

~ ..• ~ ~kJ;;C;P 
r~/ 

G.K. Whitehouse 
for Secretary for Transport 
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54/15/48 

20 February 1980 

The County Clerk 
Ohinemur1 County CO\Ulcil 
P.O •. Box 17· 
PAEROA 

Dear Sir 

. ~ '" ~ .' , 

SAND EXTRACTION : WHIRITOA BEACH 

The I~t1nistry recently received a copy of the report on sand 
extraction at lihiritoa beach prepared by Dr R.E. McLean for 
the Uauraki Catchment Board. The report makes it clear that 
the present sand extraction operation at Whiritoa could 
lead to erosion of the beach, thus putting a large invest
ment, the Whirltoa subdiv1sion_ at r1sk. 

The tftnlstry of Transport represents the Cro"m as owner of 
the foreshore and seabed round Hel'1 Zealand and administers 
this area through the Harbours Act 1950. Aa a land o'\mer 
we are concerned to see that nothing is done which could 
cause erosion of the foreshore and there are powers in the 
Harbours Act to ensure that this do'as not happen. The sec
tion of the act which 1s relevant to lih1r1toa is section 244 
which makes it an offence to remove any material from an area 
adjacent to a beach ,'11 thout the concent of the Minister of 
Transport if removals are likely to lead to erosion. 

Clearly in view of the data in the McLean report, if the 
minister did not give his consent to the extraction operation 
at \fuiri toa it would have to cease. 

Before we take any action in this matter this ministry would 
like the views of your council on uhether the extraction 
operations at Wh1r1toa should be controlled. 

Yours faithfully 

h~ (;fo.t(/' 

G.K. l'lhitehouse 
for Secretary for Transport 

. . ~.'."',: .. " 
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Hr Keith Whitehouse, 
Harbours & Foreshore section, 
Ministry of Transport, 
Private Bag, 
\·1ELLINGTON. 

Dear Sir, 
,-

Whiritoa Ratepayers Assn 
P.O. Box 3266 
AUCKLAND 

25 January 1980 

/'Enc!osed please find a copy sent to us by the Commission for the Environment 
re the sandrnining at Whiritoa Beach. 

Please can you indicate what action U,e Ministry of Transport will be taking 
now the McLean report is completed (Dec 1979). Our Association is vitally 
concerned and we would-appreciate your co-operation on this matter. 

Yours faithfully, 

M.J. MacAroy 
PRESIDENT 

Ene. 

-- -.:-- . ., .... -.~.---.~ '"~:'T--''-::.''' - ...... --'-"t ... ----- ... ~.~- - ·_··-.-·T·-..... -.-. --,.--.--.- __ .. --:.~. -,.-
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19 June 1979 

Mr M P Cooke 
32 Browns Avenue 

,Paparanga 
AUCKLAND 

Dear Mr Cooke 

.. ~ , 

I am sorry that it has taken so long to fellow up your letter 
of 30 Octobor concerning: 

(a) the affects of sand extraction on LJhiritoa Beach; 

(b) the role of the Commission for the Environment; and 

(c) how local residonts may help in invo3tigntions that 
may bo warranted. 

The present position'is that the Trustees of the land have 
recently exocutod a doed, granting rights to Provincial Transport 
Limitod to remove up to ~,317 cubic motr89 of sand pOI' year 
for 0 p~riod of 3 yoars from 1 April 1979. This sand has such 
specialised uses as sand blasting. 

A number of local residents wrote to the Minister for the 
Environment about the removal of sand at Whiritoa 8each. I 
enclose a copy of the Minister's reply for your information. 
following these enquiries the Commission for the Environment 
contacted the trustees for the ownors of the land, the Ministry 
of Transport, the Hauraki Catchment Board and the Ohinemuri 
County Council. I shall review tho information gathered 
through these enquiries. 

(a) Effects of Sand Extraction at Whiritoa Beach 

At the hoart of tho issue is the question whethor Whiritoa Beach 
sand system is open or closed. A beach, which receives little 
or no "new" sand from offshore, rivers, cliffs or other beaches, 
is described as a closed 3and system. In a closod system the ~ 
quantity of sand within the beach and off-shore remains constant, 
although the quantity present in tho major parts of sand system, 
the frontal dune, tile beach, and off-shore, is highly variablo, 
dopending on tho type and s~verity of wave action. HowRvor, if 
Band is removod from thu bench or I'oroduno lJhich. is part of tho 
octivo Band :Jyntom hy ~tormy concii f lons or :,and oxtr~lction, tho 

/2 .. 
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'/"\-'e 
()forocJuno ond beDcll ar~ likely trl orodo. On n beoch which recoives 

tho 3and from ot.fwr [11"(3<13, un opon nund 3ystom, tho likolihood of ® e1'03ion i3 losnenod if the al,lount of sand removod by sund 
ext..raction and loaving the nyotom is less than tho amount of 

.; . 

sand ontering tho syntom. 

If the Whiri toa Beach sY$-te;ft1<is.:,,~,·p).osed system or has only 
small quantities of sand entering'it, in insufficient quantities 
to replace the sand "'hich is being romovod by sand mining, as 
suggested by Mr Max Christopherson of tho University of W~ikato 
in his unpublishod 1977 M.Sc theDis in Earth Sciences entitled 

liThe Effect of Sand Mining on the Erosion Potential 
of Whiritoa 8oachll, 

it is ~ossibl~ thnt sand mining could be causing or enhancing 
erooion of the frontal dune. Consequently the Hauraki Catchment 
Board asked Or Rogor McLean, of the Geography Department, 
University of Auckland, to prepare a report to examine 
Christopherson's cont~ntion that tho Uhiritoa Beach sand system 
is partially or possibly a completely closed syntem. Or McLeantg 
study is almost complete. There are several further sand 
samples to be analysed which were obtained from the beach and 
off-shore ·from Whirl toa which require a mineralogical examination 
to determine their sourCD. 

(b) Tho Rolo of tho Commisnion for tho Environment 

1 onclose copios of our annuul rrjports Dince our inception in 
lY72. These roportc show the scopo of tho work the Commission 
is involved in. It must be understood that tho Commission for 
the Environment has no exocutive authority (numely, an Act of 
Pnrliamont) but \,I01'ks through othor local authori ties and 
govornment ugencio!J. In this case tho exocutive agency involvod 
is tho Minintry of Transport, who iosue licenccs to extroct 
sand from Whiritoo Booch. H~nco the Commission cannot authorise 
any study or invostigation although through other government 
departments and local bodies it may initiate and complete studies 
i tsolf or encouroge other bodies or indlvi'duals to carry out 
the study. 

(c) How could Locn.l Residents help in inveotigntions 
that may be warranted? 

Local rcsidents could be of nssistonce in a variety of ways, 
ospecially if a long-term monitoring programme is adopted by the 
Hauraki Catchment Board and Ohinemuri County Council. If local 
residonts are willing to offor such u38istance thoy should 
contact tho Hauroki Catchment Board or tho Ohinemuri County 
Council who are likely to codrdinate these studies, in consul
tation with Or McLean, of tho UniverDity of Auckland o~ a student 
of either Or McLean'S or Or Terry Healy of Earth Sciences, 
University of Woikato. 

/3 .. 
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3. 

Possible future Action " 
.; 

Once the type of sand system is determined, the effects of 
sand extraction on Whiritoa Beach can be re-evaluated by the 
Ministry of Transport. If sand mining is found to be detri

,montal to Whiritoa Seach, the Ministry of Transport can stop 
thu removal of sand under the Harbours Act 1950. 

I\nother possible course of nction is that tho Ohinemuri County 
Council could take legal action against tho Trust under the 
Town and Country Planning Act 1977, if sand mining lJas found 
to be dotrimental to 

"tho preservation of the natural character of the 
coastal environment and the margins of lakes and 
rivers nnd the protection of them from unnecessary 
sub d i vis ion and de v el 0 p ~~-::.---.~-........ ---.. ~--~ .. ----'-.~~ .•. "--~->l 

,

-- ~-'.~~~.~~.~.;' .. ; .. ~:~~ "~;-~~:;~etter to tno fflinistry of Transport 1· 
and hnve askod them to adviso you of their action taken when 
they have received Dr McLean's report • 

• ..... _,,_~ __ ...... ~ • .,...,."" ... I ........ v . .....-.... ....... __ •. _ .. _ .. _~ .... _\, ... ~....-........... .,............~ __ ~~~ ...... .....-.·,....,.......,JI'tt ... "Ir'I~""~ 

I hope this information furthors your understanding of the 
situation at Whiritoa. 

~ Yours sincerely 

~1\1 /IU&/11"1, 
Ken rllurray 
for Commissioner for the Environment 

Ene. 

.• " ,.~ '.·~·:'lt· '. '~~-.: ..••. ~\~-y'~,._~ ••••••• "''''~ ,,-'" ",,"," 

~"• . ~ 
j • 
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Hr Keith Whitehouse, 
Harbours & Foreshore Section, 
Ministry of Transport, 
Private Bag, 
lvELLINGTON. 

Dear Sir, 

Whiritoa Ratepayers Assn, 
P.O., Box 3266, 
AUCKLAND. 

24 January 1980 

,~ Enclosed is a copy of a letter sent by us dated 8 July 1979. Please can 
we have a reply, as one has not been received yet. 

Further to this letter, please can you answer these queries:-

a) The expiry date for the current licence to mine Whanganlata Block 6B3B2. 

b) Is this renewed on an annual basis? 

c) To whom is it issued? 

d) Hmv long (approx) has sand been mined from the pre'sent site at the south 
end of Whiritoa Beach? 

e) What quantities were permitted to be extracted over the 1970-79 period? 

f) Has sand mining taken place at the north end of Whiritoa Beach? If so, 
when and by whom? 

g) What responsibility does the Ministry of Transport have in monitoring 
the quantities extracted? 

·h) Is the Ministry of Transport responsible for either the erection of the 
concrete posts denoting the 2 chain seaward limit of the sandmine at 
Whiritoa since most posts have disappeared? 

We would appreciate an early clarification of these points. 

Yours faithfully, 

It A 0 ill.j;J::M-. 
M. J. t-!acAroy I 
PRESIDENT 

Enc. 
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DcaI' 8ir, 
I ~ ! tl ;:u \(! y. j t:i.. r, g 0 n 1.\ c: 11;) 1 l' 0 f" 1.. hcW.h i I'i t 0 U n·~ D c h 

Retepayero ABGOciction~ 

1 read with much :l.nt~l·cdt en ~or·t J elc in the'tAucklnnd ~:.!r't 

('!!ed~le8d!l.Y July !~the) dC8cL'lblng t nt> etH'bing of Ec,ndmining 

on t!c:o.Cht!B and offGLol'e;b.\· your }Unistry, du!;: to el'ooion problemo_ 

You mayor maynot be o.~are that ratep6yern fit ~hiritoa Deach 

( '1'(, km not1 th of \'/alhi), hc.vc for :nnr~'y ~.'C!n.r8 been very CO!1ccrr.ecl 

ubout continuinG large BC3le cand mining at thei r bcac~, by 

Pl'91[lnc~ ~l Tra!1nport Ltd" ~~he nRnd min.!..n g in cc.r'ricd out \"Ii thin 

100 metreD of houoing at the beach . 

In the last year very BCYCre eroniol) of' th~ foredunes occured 

7) Bnd '~'(! believc the cont:1 rnlCcl Gnnd m:niilg 10 not allol'/ing a 

:wtul'!:J.l t(;COVCI'jr of tb D(;(lch l3j'otClJ\o 

~J!' Cil!'istophol'con of IS~1ikL\tO Univc!'(l.!..t,Yr und.cl' the 8uperviBion 

of Dr I-ieul'~!, cUd. (l oL'..ldy on \'ihirltoa 13(; 1.1 cil, nr~d. concluded 

t t: n t the be a c h \i' n G 0. It C 1 oDe d l' Y 0 t emit [l n d t h:J t con tin u e don n d 

mlni!1g \~ould leod. to beach eronion anel 1.0f:33 of IH'opcrty. 

Dr E~.!a1.y <it!8cribed. the ;i Hnd r:1inin g hcl'c no v "ocrio .... !] case" 0 

)~ P "' r of' P 'leIlt" r'i ';'I"' ( j, tI "t"'lJj'7/77) \.-J ~",~ _..... "" • .,' ",-_ ' __ -4 l.., . ) 

!lntep'3yero of \'t'hirl tOI) D!'e 00 conccrr'lCU t1bout the continueti, " 

sand l!linir.g, the:,' r.gl.lC cr,go.gcd ::.l ~ollcitor at cO:l~Jider3blc 

CXpC:18::; to try to at-OD t:,10 activity. ~~Dr.J ratepayers have infact 

threatened. t o '=fithhold rntcn from th~ O!JincfLuri County C0uncil 

u:ltil the act.ivity is otoppedo J\8 ratepayero \'18 have received 

no II 801 0 ten ce fl'o!n th::: OhlnemUI'i Coun ty CO',;llcil. 

At prc!:,cnt Dr tkL::!Eln of' Aueklo.nd Uni v'.;I'81 ty is doio.::; u stuJ.,Y 

on the eroDioo problcm 1.l.t \'lhir.itoa for' the Haurnlci Catchscnt Boord, 

The Ratepayers Asaoulation is very concerncd to learn that 0 

,:licence to rCI;lOVC cGnd from the beach haD jUGt been cxtendect 

for' a fur'ther 3 YCilrs even though the study of tne bench b:,' 

i:r..urak1 Catchment Boord heG not been co .. nplctcd yet. 

i','c have p18ndn.J '#1 th, po11 ticinoo, the C1: t chment Dourd, the 

Ohlncmurl County Coun~ll, and Mln:~trle3 of £nvlron~cnt undUorka, 

for 0. t 1 C [\ 13 t 7 yea I' D , to (1 t 01) tIl c: 1:1 n d en i !ll n g p '?' i t. h 0 uta n y 

Buece 133 to de te .. 

W'J would be very t::r~\t.cft1 1~ 1r yo ur rJ.l.:.pnrtmc nL could. help t o 

solvl.! 
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Auckl&nd. 
8th' July 1979. 

. ~ 

The Chiei' ·. Officer, 

Marine Division. 

Dear Sir, 
1:.am w:::i1..ing on behalf of the Whiritca Baach 

Ratepayers Associationo 

I read wi th much interest an article in the"J.,.uc:(land S~r" 

(Wednesday July 4th&) d.escrib5.n,; the curbing of sandminlng 

on beaches and offsbore;by yo~r Ministry~ due to erosion problems_ 

You mayor maynot be aware the'. t ratepa;,{ers at Vihiri toa neach 

( 1!6 kID ;10rth of \'Iaih1), have -for roany years been very concerned 

about continuing large scale sand mining at their beach, by 

Pro"\pincial Transport Ltd. The sand rni~ing is carried out Vii thin 

100 metres of housing at ·t:he beacho 

In the last year very severe erosion of the for-edunes occured 

and we believe the continuea R~n~ mining jR nnt alln~ine a 

natural reco7cry of the beach system. 

Mr Christopherson of Waikato Universit.1~, \:.nder the supervision 

of Dr Healy ~ dicl a study on Whiri 1:0(1 Beach, and cor.cl1.:.ded 

the t the beach \7aS a 11 clo sed systen:" and. tha t con tinue cl san.d 

mining would lead to bench erOSiO!l and. loss of' propc;I·ty. 

Dr JleElly described the sand mining here aD a tt seri08 cas~'!,:) 

'{Ba.)' of' Plenty Times!' 30/7/77) 
. . 

Ra tepaye rs of Whiri toa are so concerne CJ. &bou t the con tinued,.,'. 

sand mining, they ha:.re engaged a solicitor at considerable 

e).-penae to try to stop thi s acti vi ty .. Uan~T ratepayers have- inf'ac~ 

threatened to wi thhold rates :from the Ohinerr.uri County C01 .. U1Cil 

until the activity is stoppeo.s As ratepa~.fers we have received 

no assistance :from the Ohinemuri County Council$ 

At pre sen t Dr McLean of Auc}::l3.nd Uni vex'si ty is dolng a study 

on the e1'osion problem ut \Vhiri taa ror thE: E.auraki Catchment Board" 

The Ratepayers Assoaiation is very ccncerned to learn tn&t a 
;~licence to remove sand from the beach has just been extended 

:for a :further 3 years even though the S'(Ul1.y of' the . beach · by 

the Hauralci Catchment Board has no·t been o::ompleted yet. 

We have pleaded with. politicians, tr:e Catchment Board., the 

Ohinerr:uri Count.y Council, and Einistries of' Envil'onment and Yior£..s, 

ror at least 7 years, to stop thG sand mining~ without any 

success to date~ 
. .:' 

We Vlould be Vf~ry gratefu:Lif your depHl'tment could help to 

solve this probleE~ as l~ appe~rs that the Marine Dept. has the 

to issue and revo:w sa!:dr:.i:1ing liccnseSjL" MAfi/f./ J;I " 
Yours f'e i thfully, / 71/~,j .. V!' I ( ~If/ 

p 'r \' <> ' -, i 1/ i ;1 / /-'--..1A .~~ .. -
.c • • v < I·'~C itVO;j, , II' v1 {,..'f/ // J \t :I I • ~ . 

T"> • d ~ l'P n A ~ . I' f/ rrc61 en'\,) .1 S~"\. •• I 
I 

pO~I/er 

.. ... - _ • • __ • _·_~ _ __ · _ '·4 _ __ '_ ~. --~ .--- - - . --~ ... - .-._" ... ...----. ----:- ----
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MINI!:>TRY OF TRANSPORT , ~::'-;-'-;---. 
/~ , .• :_ .. ..!..I r ,," ... 

/ ;.' , ,..' . \ Our Ref. : .... . ~.4/ .~,5./4.a ........... ... . "" .... . r·' ~ '-";' 
; ., '. c· -''', . \ 

INT ER ti.""~'(L M/~~:1'O-RAN~ur~ '. Your Ref .: .... 5.4/.1.4/.7 ..... " .... .... "." . .' ... " 

I.::' J. . " j' / 
, '. 

To .......... ~p.~ .... F.~q~.9.n..~.:j., .. . ~.~.~.+:~.t.g.t'y. ............... .. ~,L . Fr6m.:.;.::.:,./:.: .. / .. . ~.~ .g~ .. . O.ffi~.e ...... .. ..... " ......... ...... ............ .. 
Priv ate Bag 0/ .. ,{1--: \ .. 

.. , ..... .. .. ... ~.G9.~~p..... ....... . . .. . .... . . . . .. . ..... . . ..... . .. .. .. . .......... . .. .. ... crate : : .......... ... .... . ~ ... l\\\g.U.s.t .. . 19.7..9 ... ... ... .. ....... .. .. ..... ...... .... . 

Subject: h .t .t.!?J)·J·.:.9.D..: ..... ~ .~ . .. RP.i;l,9.!P;l).c;:!.}) .. .......... .. .. ... ............ ... ..... .. ........ ...... ........ .. .. ... ... ... ... .. ..... ....... .... .. ...... .. .. ... ....... ..... ...... . 

SA..~D REMOVALS ~~HIRITOA 

Your. m~morandum of 23 ,July attached B. letter from the Whiri toa 
Ratepayers Association. The sand remova l operation which. is the 
l;d. ,~t:: (; [ Lht:: .!.Gti .!;:J:.li;tyt::L:o L.:UiH.; C;.! .L!l 1.~ I..:UHU,\.4I,.;i...\:;.!U d.uuvt:: ilIt::cUl 1.11.131"1 wc.. i...t::.1. 
under a licence und~r the Maori Affairs Act 1953. 
work t.he lic"?nce by digging a large hole which is 
by sand pushed into it during stonns . 

'1'he extra ctors 
then fil led up 

At the present time the HaL1raki Catchment Board are using 
Dr R.L. McLean of AucJ<-land University to prepare a report on the 
extraction operation. In particular Dr McLean is inveatigating 
""hether or not tIle ~vhi ri toa Beach is a closed sand system. If the 
beach is a closed system then sand extraction could well decrease 
t he sediment supply/ leading to erosion. You rr.ight like to contact 
Dr McLean to see when hi s report i s to be presented to the Board. 

It T,vould be possible, if the area i s part of a "closed sand sy stem" 
t o use section 244 of the Harbours Act to stop or limit the 
extraction. Hm.;ever , i'e is probauly \vise to keep the possibilit:y 
f airly quiet as, I believe , this whole problem could very easily 
get into the political area. 

I t Vlould probably be best fo r you to wri te to the Ratepayers 
Associat.ion and say that; (1) we do not issue t hi s licence .;3nd 
t hat the Auckland Star article was only referring to those licences 
i ssued by this Ministry~ (2) we are however awaiting the results 
from investigation into the prob lems at Whiritoa and when we :r.Gceive 
these \1e will see what action , i f any , t.he Ministry can take . 

If you have any queries on th i s problem p l ease do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

G. K. Whitehouse 
for Secretary for Transport 

6563713-;> OO.()(jOj7 j7 5CTK 
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Your Ref.: ..... ..... ... .. ........... .... ................ , .. . 

To ................... ';l;'.~.~ .. .R~E.t.O'P.?!-J .... ~.~~.t~!?!.:Y.................. Frorn ..... ........... H~?9: ... q.:r;;:f.t.~.~ ... ....... .. ............ .. ................... . 
Private Bag 

...................... .Ay.G.r;.~.~~~................ . ... . .................. ...... . ..... . .... Date: ............ .... ?J .... P~.~.~~p.~.t.,.},97.~ ...... ...... .. ................. .. 
At.J- t· • M D .,. G ",' 

Subject: ............... ,:,.~.:q ... ;!:S?~~ .......... !.' ...... : .~ .......... ?;::::.?:-.g .......................... .. .. ....... ..... ... ... .............................. ..................................... . 

SA1\JD REMOVALS : COROMANDEL COJ.ST 

Thank you for your memorandu.m of 12 December 1978 and the 
enclo sed reports. I ",muld be pleased if you vfOuld maintain 
contact through the Ministry of Works and Development with 
the Hauraki Catch~ent Board. It looks as though they are 
1')rep8Y'Pcl to rio a resource survey in the area and 'VIe would 
be Very interested in obtaining a copy of this. 

I have no-ced the recommendatlons made by IYlinistry of WOTks 
and Development on the various proposed sand extraction sites 
and in general I agree with them. I would however suggest 
that the sand extraction sites which the ministry recommends 
should be poli~ed by the Thames Coromandel District Council 
would be better policed by the Hauraki Catchment Board. You 
should sort this one out before the start of the 1979 licensing 
year . 

G.K. Whi.tehouse 
for Secretary for Transport 

. I-~---. t 
r-" - c. •• r 

37OCOG-200,COO/11173CTI{ 
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YOUR An 54/14/7 P.T. 2 
OUR REF 7/377 

OFFice OF THE MAORI TRUSTEE 

13 October 1978 

CHARLES HEAPHY BUILDING 
ANGLESEA STREf T 
TELEPHONE 84 !;79 
PRIVATE BAG HAMIL TON 
TflEGRAMS' MAORI FAIRS 

The Regional Secretary for Transport, 
~linistry of Trar~port, 
Private Bag, 
AUCKWID. 

Attention l-rr D. Greig 

WHIRITOA B~CH 

1. ''ie acknowledge receipt of your memorandum 
dated 10 October i~78 . 

••• 2. For your information we enclose a copy of a 
letter which was sent to ~~ A. Campbell on 4 October 
1978. 

Yours faithfully t 

(R.I{!:.~ 
for Irtaori Trustee 

Encl. 

• 



4 October 1918 

l-Ir A. Campbell, 
l1h1:r1 toa Beach, 
C/- Post. Ottice, . 
WAIIII. 

Dsa.r Mr Campbell, 

7/317 

.. j, 

{Ii' 

Thank you for you:r lotter, received on 4 October 1978. 

\fuflll88ZData 6B3B2 10 Maori land but th1a does not moan that the Dopartment 
has any contl.'Ol OVGr it a.t all. The only time that the Department can 
exorc1oe control over Maori land 10 by virtue of an empouering order from 
the 1-1001'1 Land Court. Ma.or! land io privatoly o'med land and only the 
ov.ners haw a right to use it or instruct anyone in 1 to use unleBB there 
10 an Ordor of the Court giving some Organisa.tion, such as the Department 
or a trustee, paver to deal. with the land. 

What you indico.te is happening 10 unfortunate, but thero 10 nothing that I 
can do to atop vhat 10 going on. We recently had an approach from 
Hr J! .A. Levett, Kon T1ld RQoo, Vh1ri toa., conoerning the erosion and we 
told him that the land \13.3 vested in trunteoB by the Maori kuld Court on 
24 November 1976. Prior to thie, Mr W.T. Caetle had a grant to extract 
sand but thio ex:pired an 30 September 1916. The Il'ruatceo in whom the 
land is now vested are J-

'William Thomas Castle 

Connie Grea.ves 

Paul Kota.:ra 

135 Luke street Eoot t 
<Yl'AHUlIU • 

P.O. Box 221, 
'·1AmI .. 

59 KiwitCll Streot, 
Sandr1ngham, 
AUCKLAlID. 

C/- l-tcCaw, SIrlth and .Arcus, 
N.Z.I. Building, 
Garden Place, 

. HANILTON. 

I teel that you have no opt1on but to address your fears to the present trusteeo. 
It you don' t get satisfaction £rom them, I am afraid then that you would have 
to consult yom: legal. adviser. 

YOU%S taJ.t~. 

/~ 
(!-I.G. McKellar) 
District Officer 

• -_.-- .. --.... ~ ...... -- - ---. --.-~ .... ~---'" ~- ... ~----"- . - ---'--0(' 
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In Jf~7 ~;/ to :.:-ttl" l(~tr',~)" ('-f 2.1C47f; ,·:~_t}) tl. COr:.,· {_~r r1 (~ir~:··Al:1~t· W r2.tt:!r~:,j~l.~f 
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~lcr-"i~nf: lex·1 ;:,{"1 ~1!1,~~nti -n t,;.{ .. ~O i'l; ~. ~.\:J ~~C~'''.l t:':l~-i: tl~~ li\.!:;.:.nc.\l in i~cat;('. ~t;T 
ti;\~) ;'~~/>~'~~L 1.;",~~··i 'l. f;f~.rf~. ~0 "f' '~.:':l,;~c,; (\\t'"':I' t7l£ ~if.J Jt:~1.; :'ll~~ ? .. t:; ::t;..t"i.~intf'z"~,d llj'" 

·t11n l·"f.!.C;.l~i ~~ .. ~~. ~'~.~;$ r;Jc'. ~~ .is f(l-C~; CO\I.lt: C::~:''"t3'O ~_. i f:~ i:'::j"'"t"~ tico j.'t. tckll::f"" f~cti()t). 
"00 (: ~ U-t~t,' W"l:"'i ,:,:.:t: . .!'.r~ tv GJ:t,/~:Tt~~ -t.:l.(}!l. 

l;o~* CV(~l· ~# ·cr !':V or thi!J l...;t-L(;x ~1::"1 bt~ :.r:·Sf:'l".i.\:...~t ... [.:. ~(: ti].0 l:D.~".~i {.!~'~~!~~(~41t 

ei~C l-:Ci\iOf~tJ.. ~ .. tel: J~:,; ;j .. ~\: r~':~~: \'.;.0 .~[lJ)j~:;. ~\.~.U£~1;.u~~ Ii;~·N1.1 tor, "~J1!r Xl~" ~o L11:.10 to 
~~i;:tt js~ t.: .. j.i~ r~~;lttOl:J. 

j .• Gttir. 
,fer rfc{::i c·:lt0.. ~.;;jC~r·0 ~ ::l-~ .. ;" ;.l.fJ} 7:t't2}·!f~)Ol~t 

The Seer<'> tp_T'Y 
The Ha1ll'2Jd Cs.tcb:amt &, ReGionr.:il Water ]o~..rd 
1',,0 .. ::.c:~ 7 
~l':; llt':CRA 

Cor~' :0:;: ~.T1.~ i.mh()2!,~t.,tion i-o.:~c:t.h.!l:.' ,,:i:th [~ rl)Qtcc~JPY of tho corr':lr.Jl0uc!el'lcc ur4-;e:;.' 
re}Jl:-,· FllQ eir-::uL...'1~ to' L;.;,.t()p~)rc~rl~<I 

'ern:' i v ... ~o 
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The extractioll of sand troLl the private land behind the forechme has 
naused some complclnt over :past yearn but boing above U.H.Y:.C.S.'l' is 
outside our juriso.ction. L"'l invest5·ratill;! the matt.er r·reviously in 
conversation \\'i. th the Co1lIlty Chrk it 'I'.'as understood thttt tho Council 
mieht declare the area a reserve, but. it is likely that the problems 
of l~aori omership may have been inenmno1lIltable. 

It is understood that the extractor is the Pael':'Ck'l. Transport and during 
a previous visit ill the early part of this yeax extraction had taken 
the extraction area to the lowest observed for a considerable time. 

This matter is referred to your :Board for mch action as you think fit 
in view of the danger of erosion to the adjacent sub-divided land. 

Yours fa! thfully 

D. Greig 
for Regional Secr<::tary ;for Transport 
Encl. 

The Maori Trustee 
'Department of Maori Affairs 
Private Bag HAMILTON 

Copy for your information together with a photocopy of correspondence 
and circular received. 

The complaint is deferred for your action while it may not be possible 
to ~ease operations a limit on the ~ount removed might allow 
reinstatement of the extraction area, however, if as is inferred that 
the bay is a closed compartment there will be little or no replacement. 

D. Greig 
for Regional Secretary for Transport 

Encl. 

." ..... 
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Whiritoa Erosion Group (WoEoG.) 
P.O. Box 3266, 
AUCKLAND, 1. 
11th September 1978 

Dear Whiritoa Ratepayer, 
A large group of vVhiritoa ratepayers have got together and have 

decided to send this letter to all Vlliiritoa ratepayers. 
Recently storms have caused severe erosion to the beach, especially 

at the south end adjacent ·to the sand quarry site (" sandpi til - see . 
diagram) and at the northern lagoon. 

Whiritoa Beach is a "closed" beach (ie: there is little or no sand 
replacement from other areas of the coastline to Whiritoa beach which 

is bounded at both ends by rocky.headlandsa) . 
It is in our opinion, and in recent scientific opinion (Christ

ophersen Report) that massive sand removal from the southern end of the 
beach is causing dangerous erosion to the entire beach, and if unchecked 
§QQU will result in the loss of many properties to the sea and/or 
severe flooding of lower lying back properties, in the ,near future. 

As you are aware, a Ratepayers "Sand Removal Committee" has been 
working very hard on this problem for some time. They have corresponded 
with the Ohinemuri County Council, Politicians, Catchment Boards, The 
Sandpit owners, etc. etc. However,~ positive progress has been made 
due to the lack of action from the Ohinemuri County Councilo 

The following may be a radical decision but in our~inion is 
ul'f;j;entl.y necessary to safeguard our properties, as no other methods of' 
approach have met with any success. ~ 

We sugge3t that ~ Whiritoa ratepayers withhold their next rate 
payments until positive and decisive action is taken by the Ohinemuri 
County Council to stop all. commercial sand extraction from Whiritoa 
Beach on a permanent basis. 

When such decisive action is taken bf the Ohinemuri County Counci1 
you will be advised of the County Council s decision and that payment 
of rates be made. 

The following is a diagram of the beach, indicating the sand 
quarry site and the major areas of beach erosion. 

N '<1~-
_I I \ t , .... ;~ .... ; ..... ".-

'5o.Y'\O\ CJ-ISp Qc.eVY')€.n ~ ~-~';.',' .. ~~ .! 
I::t".. \. - , , '.. - '.: • . ~ ~ ...... -~!,-... 

~ areas of severe erosion. 
There is natural dumping of large ~uantities of sand into the sandpit 
by the seao The sand is then commercially extl'a~ted from the sandpi t 
and the pit is allowed to fill. again, thus causing more loss of sand 
from this "closed" beach and th~IS endangering the whole beach • 

It is suggested that XQQ a a ratepayer can make the Ohinemuri 
County Council take positive ac ion to stop all further sand removal. 
from this beach by withholding wour rate payment and by Figning the 
following form and sending it to: The County Clerk, Ohinemuri County 
Council, PeO. Box 17, Paeroa. 
~ It is suggested you deposit your rate payment into an interest 
earning account to cover the late payment penalty of 10%. . 

~---------------------------~---~----------~~~~~~-----------------------
As a concerned Whiritoa ratepayer I am withhOlding my rate payment 
until the Ohinemuri County Council takes immediate action stopping a11 
further commercial sand removal from Whiritoa Beach; and makes a public 
statement setting out such actiono 

\ , 
'. 
\ 

\ 
\ 
\ 

Name: 
Address: 

Signed: -----------------------
Date: 



.. r.O. 80r. 7 
re Arolla 

A 
~--~. 

Plene Quote 

R. W. KO.e S.C. 8.E. 
Cnief EI\9"" HAURAKI CATCI-Il\:fENT 

2/3/126000-131000 ] 

BOA R D In your reply 

J. M. Mor.t!t. 
Seaclary. 

and 

REGIONAL WATER BOARD 
Telegraphic Address "Catchment" 

The Regional Secretary for Transport, 
Ministry of Transport, 
Private Bag, 
AUCKLAND 

Attention: Mr D. Greig 

Dear Sir, 

WHIRITOA BEACH 

59 WHITAKER STREET. 
T": ARQHA 

1978 

Receipt of copy of your letter 54/14/7 Pt. 2 dated 10 October 1978 to 
Mr A. Campbell is acknowledged. It.was referred to the last meeting of 
Board's Executive Committee, together with other letters related to the 
extraction of sand from Whiritoa Beach. 

As you may know, Dr R. McLean of Auckland Unive~sity is preparing a 
'report for Board on the" subject and Board is currently waiting for this to 

come to hand before gi'/ing the matter further consideration. 

LSH:CJM 

Yours faithfully, 
.T.M. Morrison 
SECRETARY 

-&~ per .......................... . 



54/14/7 Part 2 

10 October 1977 

t·rr F .A. Levott 
Ken Tiki Road 
\~'llritoa 
C/- l~IlII POST OFFICE 

Dear Sir 

SAlID EXTnACTIOll I l'1UIRI'1'OA 

The extraction of eD.ntl i'r00l lJ'airitoa has been again investigated by this 
:Unistr.r and advice hWJ been takon from the Socretary for Transport, lfellin[;1;an. 

As you are possibly aware, the sand extraction area. is sited &.bove J.tean High 
llater J.b.rk and is therefore outside tho oontrol of this 1H.nistry. It 10 under
stood. tha.t extraotions are subject to a. licence iOBUOd by the I.!aori ~e in 
fa.vour of' a. Ur Castlo who is 0. part owner of the land from 1-1hioh the B<'l.nd is 
axtraoted. Uhila this nn.tter \'AS to.kcn up nome t100 a.,.~ by this ni."list~JI 
it 10 EIllCD3sted that if you wish to pursue this matter,. you should oorrespond 
with the Dopartment of 1,Iaori Affairs, Hamilton • 

• J reig 
or Regional. Seoreta.ry for Transpart 
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...---::....... If\lTER h!:41/J'~'fEMOR!\NDUM\ ' 

MOT 5 

Our Ref.: .......... 5.4!.15/4.f? ...................... .. 
GK\'l :1'1S 

-t /. / 
Your Ref.: .... Y..2/ .. !.~/ .. /? .......... ..... .. .... .. 

~ 
.<.." ~..i.--,~.~ .' 

J.,' . .' \ .\ 

rrn R . 1 S t I ._( ,p ..$' , .Lhe :legl na ecre ·ary t- "',~. 0 . ' . . . 

To .......... .. .... A)JQ~ .... ..... ............... ................................ [;S\. Fi§m?'~ll!~.1TCE..: ..... .IJA:llJl~~ ... & .. '.?Illi:Sl!0l!E.~ .. 
Attention: Regional Marine Offi~1" '~~:...;. ;.> ,f I 29 September 1977 

... : ..... : ........ ....... ~~~.~~~:~;~;~~~~~~~//... .. .. .. .. . . 
Subject. ..... ... .............. ................... .. .................. .. ................ .. .. ..... ~~ .. ........... ....... .... ...... .. .... .. .. ........ .... .... .......... ......... .. .. 

Your memo of 9 September refers. 'ile ha~Te looked into this rna tter before 
and \vou.ld agree that section ?42 of the Ha.rbours Act provides some pm-ler 
to regulate this extraction. However, before envoking the pcwerd of 
section. 242 ,,,e would neee. to h:'1ve the ag.ceement of the lVIaori Trustee. 
Howe"rer, there are problems Fith telcing this course of action. 

The licence under \Thich sand is removed from vlhiri toa Beach is in the 
fo:r:ID of a licence issued by the local fi"laori landowners and. administered 
tjo- the f'IC1ori Tr~Gt~:::. 'lib.e p~cble!'!! is th2.:L t :b.9 licel'lOe is m~.0,p iTt ffcvC'l1T· 

of Mr Castle, who is a part-mmer .)f the land f and therefore because of 
this relationship the local Maori 'rru.stee does not wish t o become involvod 
in litigation over the matter. 

Perhaps the best way to overcome the problem 'Ilou.ld be to approach the 
Maori Trustees dral'ling their attention to the complaint made by t1r I,evett 
and asking them to enforce the provisions of the licence which has been 
issued. I hope this provides some directions . 

/: ,,, 

.6
/- 1 '. I ., 

'// ',: ',/ -~ . 
.....: . ~-j." , ( --

G;"'-/"/~'/ r / . __ 

,/ ' 

G. K. Whitehouse 
f or Secretary for 'l'ransport 

65637B-200.000!7/7SCTK 
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Tha Chi.::::±' l~·.,''i:!c~r 
!I:-:.uraki C:l:~nh;tcn'~ n{.12.1'ct. ..% P{![~ionu.l 

: fC~:~I:;Y" ~}oa~c1 

P.o .. 3-:;):: 5() 

t:Cf'r:.A 

~ . 
A cop:,!, of' Gllc lettor of ~~:1plalnt llil~()cl 11 r.l).·:u~t ~977 :["!'0Cl 1'Z.r P .. A. I.Dvat.t 
~:[)Z r'..)ccivc·d by th:i ... oi-rice ,'..'1:1 :.::.c ~~1; tl~" .• t, tl.i:- u f''l.rrthcr j_'lvQsti::;l,GiOll 01'1 

a (li:f"f~.;rr~-Il'~ "1.:.J..-~t QJ.. "t; l.n i''"f.";rruil''ed ~.).t 'tIl til ?:7i !11 nt ~t. the 0 !)!}or-tlu'"1i 9i;J l-;:lfl t~~'kcn 
-:;0 CXtl!1.1i:lll') t}'lO ·J~:i;l't':l.tctioJl ru~1a. n~l.'!·~~li.'1tC'l·cd. }Jr~'" 'i~!lC - lhl):\...".-J;~nnt oi :r~o:t"i #~r!urc 
nJ!!l i~~ ll.!..f':: f·O:1~.:1 ti;·1.·~ ~~~nd ~·.vl b~(!t e:.:tl"-~ctc.i to i;~ lo;!f'~J.~ lc\rcl th~ lUs llecn 
~Yvi(1U!31J~ ~):)!:;r~l"v'cd ~ .. ~,~ it: ~:or:l(l tt~ ~;(.~~ ~t;! '..t o;J71G; r~~lor c1.ulloio;;:.o GTrtjr;i{le th;3 
b()1~dr:..r~ of titu t\:.:;'.ro';"c .. l t.\rC.:l. !rt~l 1; ("'l:t n ! .. l~D It It ;!:l.B lllGO 0 11tJC'=T'V"-~d Oi-r ~;;llO 
17t:-~1~r P:;"}yCC; 0111:l' t~;'J 1:0rc Lt ~ll~11~:'74 (t'1C L-.i"~f.'t~:..G(;t.l to;~~r!.tl alii~:r rt.~·c~ i·:.rul o.n() 
ut 't;h~~ c.PP::'!'Cll·'; lJQ')xci U'Y in hct~;ccn "the ,,"1.1.> (~j .. v~.r:;io:l o.'1d the lxnch. ! hctVC 

~Qn u;'l.:~_hlc to ecfin8 Vtv OiI:':.'Drdli.p of th{? L'..l::u 1~eh,cel1 ~1Cn:n hi:':h F?t1)r nnc~ 
the 1xnw.d'~1".'f of' -~ho:~ .. ;~c'1i h'dd Titlo ::>lt11 (":'; .. '~ th:i~ l!:lS di:::c'll!:ncd t-rith ?1r Zt!;.:o-,,.t) 
.. tl1~ lli,:',;'i!1ocr r"Ol· O}l!:· :.~~".~t 0.'1 Gu1.Lnt;r. 1-{, ~"tl.}\tl.\;'4 ~'l};!C~~- tll~:t i:r (.~:ti;r[l.'r'iD:'1 te2:oo 
plo..ec n;i: t>:: ;/1"'uc0rr;; 1':: C<:; 7 tll£~~O 'it; .. \ pose:;' hili·t:y of th\J sc~ Cj1croilCLirJ.C; U"i'lU 
pcsDil)l,:r (;~uob;,; crcGio:..1 ·~o 'tho [l;lj;.1C(mt 1~1..::2{~$ 

YO'tll'O f:J.i thf Illly 

D.J. Greig 
:t'or Reclorln.l 3Qc-r(!!;~.l'7 for- Tl'::':.l'1U.·~j.l; 

HEl'J) OFIi'ICE 
A·ttn: S.E.O. Harbours 
-~ 

R~ferrin[; to your previous roquent 54/15/4.3 of 6 Ha·:'ch 1974, a. furtha:: 
e::m.mination of this a., .... 8:"1. is undcrto.k:en [;.l1d hr:.3 sho'l'm thQ.t Jlihe extl'il.chon of 
satld. fror.1 :!acri L1.nct 001.1.10.. pousibl:r oJ.loTI tlw entr-.r of the sea OiTOI' ·the lea.sed 
m:tro.ci;iol1 C).rca pO~3ni'!Jly ~?'..'.3'J (?!'onion to ·t:},8 adja.cent nub division. 
A ch'~cl: of Se(:tio11 244 of thE' Ho.ri.,out's At~-t 1950 rolcftillg to Section (3) \-101',1<1 
n.ppear te: D.ve this l.I:Lai5t!,;'t ~Qmc au:t1:o~ity to con'~rol such l'lorles and y01ll' 

cc:"!u1tJn-t:J are rc.:.qu.~stcd .• 

D.J. GreiG 
for Ror;io~1[\l SecI' ~tar.y 
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l'r.vnk y.:m for y~ur let tel" of lOt." t\pri 1 1 C:,'~' f!n'~ :,our 
pr::m.i::es t:1crei;'l, t!'!')'-l/"~~l 11,) infor.:atirm h/JG be:;n forth co,,; : n~ 
00 i'llI'. 

lor ,yO\..i.I' i:'for:r,ptlon £$ to V1~,£.t is hDp~erin . in t~i8 
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..... ~~ .... ./,. .......... 10.,) I. ... to;.: ....... t;...J ... ~ ......... , il.)t..,; ...... "" vi., 

UI:~U.Ut.C •. H:.t;t: ::'01'U t,uO.y ll.i.-C; ·.3'J\\1l T.:) 1: 'l'" 1 ) Li,:J:: .• :;e:~i. lj'cil' 
e:..pl~~'(.i.' t) rl:!tllcr Q 1.1 hit; rac~nt (ou!f77:o::t~1e ceoc'.." i tS(il (' • 
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situLtion 1. rJj.)I)r'ted t:) tr.e .·ini~try of' "or~e 'hon{"f·:',ets on 
11 .. ~·,..,t 1""/'7 "hr, »l"t')'""t,." oS" '?r'-''''' r· ... ,..,\ ... ~<I!o.,tu ... l·\·n. C"'-'e' .t ...... t """...,: • .., ~~. J. j ~ ,d • • .' ~.l. r.1 ... j" , ~ .. .) ... !.I. ,M ~ ~ '...:. .a. • , .... 1", . l \" • 01 .. : . 

to hirit.oa on 10 ;.U(·U.3t l~'/?t ae ... in.::; me, he :.1t~1.ed t!u .. t ;1is 
I. In':'~tr " li£.D ! ... o :'E-JPo:l~i bi 1:' ty l'efc.l'~.lce tt. d LU;.C'l :.:.3. hH t i ~rh 

If t"1 i 8 ;")~.Tl in -: 0" b~~~ ch E'tUl" i::-~ to be CoP(lo!1e~ by the 
C~.tc~1rI:f;'nt 3oa!'c :.,)r1 in: ini tt.~t:. t.l ... ·c:. ",'Ji ~hin tee. ye3~'s tl-Icrc wi: 1. 
be 1' .. 0 ..;~rf ClUb plu~~ pe.:>p' €IS privt:te pro~erty will c1iSt1j.pcv·. 

It nee::n:J thot th only w~y to Ci.1!'1¥'liet \.tith 5rbitt'1':u'y en~ 
nrrof&nt co~r~nict is to ArB t~c~c pl?tle~s f~r ~ew iea!end 
to cc.m;.lr':Jln. 

It i:.~ 110 :",00;1 I'rov inci:;:;l Trcn sport Co:npDny stat info th:::. t 
it vcs n new driver bec&use it is knovn ~10 he ~~D, t~e ~a~t 
e>:p9!'ici'!ced ci'hrer t 1CY h~lVe. c r. ~~tlr··eunt. 



54/14/2 pt.2 

The Senior C1ol'k, Ministr.1 ot Transport, 
P.O. Ibx 166, TAlJRANGAo 

Re«J,onal Offi.co. AUCKLA1'ID. 

27 July 1976 

PROVINCIAL TRAliSPORT & SAND RliHOVALS, l1HIRI'roA 

Y01T memorandum ot 26.7.76 rotol'S. 

Complaints re the reJ:lovol of material from this area were investigated in 
1974, the removal area. beine l·Yeori land and the authority to remove baing givon 
by the Department of lr!aol'i Ai'fairs, Halllil~on and no removal licences are~iBsued 
by this l<iiniatry. 

.. • If' you will examine the enclosed sketch you will note there are a line of posts 
erected along the bea.oh above H.H.~·.'.o.s.ri'. und those indioate the outer botmciar;r 
of the Maori land. It l-Iould appear that on the land being subdivided no foreshore 
reservo t-laB taken in this area and it is only at ox:oeptionaly hieh tides Q.'1sisted 
by wind and "lave action that DllY tidal effect haa been observed beyond the top 
of the roach. I h9.vc boon given to tmders'tt.nd thai; the method used is to wait 
until the extrMtion si to builds up during stol'!!lB and then begin removals and 
during many visi to only this arca has shown signs of extraotion. 

If ~he comple.1nt can subotantiate tha.t removals are taldng place belo"", 
H.H.lt.O.S.T. the report 'tlill be fully investigated. 

D. Greig 
for Regional Secretary 

Ehc. 
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Our Ref.: .............•...................................... 

INTERNAL MEMORANDUM 
Your Ref.: ....•...........••.•...•.................• _ .•.•.•. 

To······~fi·ili·~·iJ~~·~~~rnngl!~rt·················· .. ···......... From ......... :~~.~.~.~ ... ~~~.~.?~.~~~~ .............................. . 
Harbour & Foreshores 26 July 1976 

···········xur;n;Alrrr····································................................ Date: ............................................................................................ . 

COMPLAINT REGARDnlG ILLEGAL REI10V AL OF SAND 
Subject: ........................................................................................................................

.......................................................................... . 

Mr. Taylor of Taylor Brothers Carriers, P.O. Box 25, Katikati, has 

~formed me that Provincial Transport, Paeroa, have been removing 

sand, from \-That is believed Crown Land, illegally for several years 

in excess of 150 cubic metres weekly, from a beach located close to 

the Whiritoa Lagoon, north of otonga Point, on the east coast of 

the Corom~'1.dcl Penins1..uaa 

From what I can gather Maori land fronts onto the beach and 

Provincial Transport have to obtain authority from. the O'\·mers to I.'emove 

sBlld ,·Ii thin the boundari es relying mainly on storms to "lash sa.lld up 

from the beach onto the land. Apparently due to the infrequency of 

storms, there has not been sufficient quantity of sand washed up, 

forcing the excavators onto the beach. 

Nr. Taylor is inquiring \vhetheJ:' or not Provincial Transport have a· 

permit or authority to remove sand from the beach itself. 

, 
"'1 ~,,, • /11 

J .. '. 
//',/, 

L;i!d;.1 
/ 

(J.R. Hubner) 
Senior Clerk , 

370C0G-200,O(o().'llJ13CTI< 
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SUBJECT : ,.)("'{ nIt i~!O vel r 
! 

~SKNiflnD ri T E- '; 
I UNSOLVED "~,,, ! 

I
' Herald Corn.'s Waihii !)laced some resPOnSibili~Y\ 

A meeting \vith the Hau-! on that body. I 

I raki Catchnle~l Board has, Mr McIntyre WaS told the 
! brought th~. Ohinemurii ?oar.d ~\'ould ha:--~ difficulty , 
i Counly CouncIl no c1o~er to III :mdlrig prOVlSlOn ll1 the' 
I
j 
a solution of the Whiritoa act which wouid be ~ffcctive 1\: 
sand problem. 111 stopplllg sand mmmg at I The count v chairman. Mr I Whiritoa. 

I B. W. Fishei·. asked \I'hether' Ho: cO!lceded the legal ~ 
I tbe. board was con~i~ering I situation was complicated 
, a~tlO~ to stop sand mmmg at i and said it was unwise to 
\\ luntoa. . I take aoy action before eX1Jert 
. But the board chamnan.1 adviCE: had been obtained 
~~f M, W. Madill. said the! from a solicitor familiar with I 
council was the body to take I this area of the Jaw. '" 
~ion on the matter. I The Ohillemuri Countyj 

The llu('stion of whether Council adopted a recoUi.-, 
~hl' '1'(\\\';1 rind Cl)lmfrv ~llln-1 mcndation from its town and 
ing" Act should be used to)' country planIlil!,g c~~~~littee 
.$tpp sand mming was raised, thai the coun..:!lt SOHChor be 
t!,· FOUl' Acts Jonsult_e_d_. _.,.-__ _ 
) 11r D. R. Jordan said while; 
~, .• report ir.dicated that s211d i 
l't:'moval could aggravate I 
ill,t;le erosion, he doubted if 
~hi:re were sufficient grounds 
! for, U, successful move to 
t;step the' mining. 
" The. town planlier. Ml", 1.1 

I 
G, ivlt:Ill'YJ'(~, Said, ,illl,.!( dl.ii;~ 
had some bear in g on .11£ I 
matter. He doubtea \\ he tllcr I 
i the Town and COlll1!, > P'tclJil?t 
,ning Act was the apprOPdilt~r 
I ad to.£.s~ '. ...-.' .' :'.' 

Complkatr({ 
The cC1l.chm~r· ,'1oard had, 

·the po·.ver t(} m'1ke b~Wn 
under the 'Ntlt;ir and '\;;.)if , 
Consen'arion Act and this _. I 

ITEM 509J 

H Newspaper. 

,on [date] ; C1 A p.r~-,-..:...I---,-I_c.{,-,g~()_<_ 

\~h-\Y ;~----cp 

.. 

350 Pads/S/iO -'- 83313 D 
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IN THE MATTER OF THE TOWN '7/t 
'AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1953 ' 
AND AMENDMENTS 

BETWEEN 

THE PROPRIETORS OF MATAORA 
NOS. I AND II BLOCKS~INC. 

APPELLANT 

AND 

HAURAKI CATCHMENT BOARD, AND 
OTHERS 

RESPONDENTS 

EVIDENCE OF DR TERRY HEALY: 

THE EFFECT OF SAND MINING ON 

MATAORA BEACH 

1. QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE 

I am a Senior Lecturer in Earth Sciences at Waikato University. 
I gra~uated M.Sc.(Hons.) from Auckland University (1967) and Ph.D. 
from Monash University (1970). I have lectured and undertaken 
research into coastal erosion and sediment dynamics since 1970, 
initially in the Faculty of Applied Science at the University of 
N.S.W., and subsequently (since May 1973) at Waikato University. The 
following M.Sc. research theses have run under my supervision: 

G. Marks (1975). Sedimentology of Omaro Barrier Spit, Whangapoua 
Harbour, Coromandel Peninsula. 

R.J. Davies-Colley (1976). Sediment Dynamics of Tauranga Harbour and 
the Tauranga Inlet. 

K.G. Harray (1977). Beach Erosion and Sediments at Waihi Beach. 
B. Richmond (1977). Geomorphology and Modern Sediments of Ohiwa 

Harbour. 
M.J. Christophersen (1977). The Effect of Sand Mining on the Erosion 

Potential of Whiritoa Beach. 
K. Murray (1978)·. Ecology and Geomorphology of Maketu Estuary, Bay 

of Plenty. 
J. Dahm (in prep.). Sediment Dynamics and Sand By-passing at the 

Tauranga Entrance. 
P. Dunham (in. prep.). Sediment and Structures in the Firth of Thames. 
A. Miller (in. prep). Sedimentology and Bedforms in Whangarei Harbour, 

Northland. 
D.E.B. ,Smith (in prep.). Beach Dynamics and sediments in 

Mercury Bay. 
J. White (in prep.). Sediments of Waikareo Estuary, Tauranga Harbour. 

I am the author of several papers on coastal erosion and sediment 
dynamics. Under ray supervision the Uni vers,i ty of Waikato on behalf of 
the Bay of Plenty Catchment Commission undertook a Coastal Erosion 
Survey for the entire Bay of Plenty sandy littoral system from Opape 
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Waihi Beach. Numerous reports and surveys on coastal erosion 
po~"tial and dune management have been carried out for other Bay 
of ~enty local authorities including the Whakatane District Council, 
Tauranga County Council, Bay of Plenty Harbour Board and the Hauraki 
Catchment Board. 

2. BEACH GEOMORPHOLOGY 

Ma taora Be ach is' geomorphic ally a "pocket" or "bay" beac h 
enclosed by a headland on its southern end and terminating at high 
cliffs to the north. 

The lithology of the adjac.ent cliffs both north and south of 
Mataora consist of the Beeson's Island volcanics of Miocene age. 
These rocks are mainly weathered hypersthene andesite flows. The" 
rocks outcropping in the catchment of the Mataora Stream which flows 
onto the beach at its southern end, are also mainly of the Beeson's" 
Island volcanics group. 

In contrast the rocks outcropping to the north of Whiritoa 
beach are Minden Rhyolites. 

Mataora Beach is not typical of most of the larger Coromandel 
and Bay of Plenty Beaches in that it is not surmounted by a series 
of Holocene sand dunes. Thus the modern sand is strictly limited in 
quant i ty. 

A frontal dune backing the beach is absent along all but the 
southern 200m of Mataora Beach. In the north a low terrace, .capped 
by Rotoehu Ash demonstrates that this feature is Pleistocene in age. 

South of Mataora Beach, the coastline is cliffed for 10 km, 
while to the north 2 km of cliffed coast separates Mataora from 
Whiritoa beach. 

3. BEACH SEDIMENTOLOGY 

Investigation of the sedimentology and mineralogy of the Mataora 
Beach sands was partly carried out by Christophersen (1977) unde.r my 
direction, and has been extended in the evidence presented here. 

Following standard sedimentologic techniques, the samples were 
acid digested and sieved at ~ phi intervals. The mean grain sizes 
of th-e. samples from Mataora Beach were determined and are listed below: 

South End 

Dune: 

Back beach: 

1.2cp (O.43mm) 

o . 6 4> (0. 6 5 mm ) 

0.9cp (0.54mm) Berm: 

North End 

1.34> (O.40mm) 

0.654> (0.64mm) 

0.894> (0.54mm) 

The"mean grain size on the berm at Mataora is between 0.6 - 0:94> 
(0.5 - 0.7mm) and would be described texturally as well sorted near 
symmetrical Zeptokurtic cearse sand. 

Subsequent analyses carried out in February 1978 on samples from 
·the berm, the offshore bar, and 500m offshore from"Mataora Beach 
produced the following data: 



- 3 -

.- ( " 

(~ ,-j 
Mataora South 

Berme l.l~ well sorted 

100m offshore l.~+ moderately well sorted 

500m offshore 

These samples are shown as an exhibit. 

Mataora North 

l.l~ well sorted 

1.4+ moderately well 
sorted 

2.9~ well sorted 

The Mataora Beach sands are generally much coarser than the 
Whiritoa Beach sands to the north, which have a mean grain size of 
between 1.0 - 1.25~ (0.25 - 0.50mm) and are ~eZZ sorted to very ~eZZ 
sorted me80kurtic to'Zeptokurtic sands. 

The difference in sand grain textural properties between the 
two beaches indicates that each beach possesses its own distinctive 
sediment populations, and thus there is little interchange or mixing 
of sediment between the two beaches. Nor is the origin of the sand 
on each beach likely to originate from a common'source such as 
littoral drift. 

Reference to Fig. I which compares the grain size distribution 
curves from various locations at Mataora Beach shows: 

i) The beach and offshore bar samples have closely similar 
curves and are essentially composed of the same sedimentary facies. 

i1) The sample from 500m offshore is very much finer sand and 
clearly comes from a different environment. There is virtually no 
overlap - less than 5% - of sediment size between the 500m offshore 
sand and the beach sand. 

iii) The sediment coming down the Mataora stream is also 
different to the beach sands, although there is some overlap of the 
curves, indicating that up to 30% of the sand coming down the stream 
may end up on the beach. 

4. MINERALOGY 

Light Minerals: The 2-4. sieved fractions were separated into 
light and heavy (magnetic) minerals using the Franz Magnetic Separator. 

Each fraction was mounted on glass slides following standard 
petrographic procedures, and analysed under the petrological micro
scope;. Each slide was subjected to more than 300 point counts. 

The analysis of light minerals is illustrated in Fig. 2. 'From 
the analysis it is evident that: 

i) the rocks outcropping in the cliffs to the north of 
Mataora are very glass rich and presumably contribute to the very 
high glass content of the sediments 500m offshore; 

i1) the beach and bar sands are both quartz rich in the north 
with a Feldspar/Quartz ratio of 0.63 - 0.74; but in the South the 
beach sands are relatively less quartz rich with the Feldspar/Quartz 
ratio 1.47 - 1.52. This indicates the cliffs to the north are more 
erodable, as quartz is a mineral highly resistant to weathering. 

The rocks outcropping in the cliffs arQund Mataora Beach are 
hard porphyritic andesites containing quartz and plagioclase feldspar 

. " 

, 
!. 
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, ~. ~nocrysts. There are also abundant hypersthene phenocrysts and 
a~4tte microphenocrysts. The rocks in the cliff to the north are 
glass rich. , 

\ 

Heavy Mineral Analyses 

It has been shown by numerous overseas workers (e.g. Judge 
1970) that pocket beaches can be identified by analyses of the 
heavy minerals in the beach sands. 

The table below (From Christophersen 1977) presents a detailed 
petrological analysis of the heavy mineral suites from Mataora and 
Whiritoa beaches in relation to the major rock types which occur in 
the area: 

HEAVY MINERAL ASSEMBLAGES (Percent) 

Mineral 

Hypersthene 

Hornblende 

Mataora 
Beach 

30-70 

5..,.16 

Magnetite (Opaques) 2-5 

Cummingtonite 

Augite 

2 

1-4 

Beeson's 
Island 

Volcanics 
(Haywood, 

1974) 

43-82 

0-12 

5-10 

8-43 

Wpiritoa 
Beach' 

37-47 

20-35 

15-35 

2-3 -

<1 

Minden 
Rhyolites 
(Haywood; .. 

1974) 

20-70 

20-33 

26-80 

Source: M.J. Christophersen (1977) 

.Based on the above figures it is seen that 

(a) Whiritoa sands possess'a heavy mineral component which is 
closely allied to the Minden Rhyolites which outcrop in the 
cliffs to the north of Whiritoa; and 

(b) the Mataora sands are closely allied to the Beeson's Island 
Volcanics which outcrop around Mataora Bay. 

Evidently there appears to be no interchange of sediment between 
Mataora and Whiritoa, and this is a major line of evidence for 
regarding each beach as a closed system. 

To further investigate the origin of the beach sediments, .the . 
heavy mineral fraction of the samples given in Fig. 2 were analysed, 
as well as the heavy minerals in the cliffs outcropping to the north 
and south of Mataora Beach. The results are given in Fig. 3. From 
this analysis it is seen that: 

i) All offshore samples possess larger quantities of magnetite, 
which is a reflection of hydraulic equivalence and wave sorting. 

ii) Biotite Is weathering out of the cliffs at the north but 
is not present in the Mataora stream sediments. 

iii) Cummingtonite is present in the beach, bar and stream 
sediments, having been weathered ou~ of the surficial tephra 
deposits. 
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\ __ '_. i v) Hyper s thene is of low con centra t i on 500m offshore but tt is high in the beach and bar sands reflecting the proximity 
of the adjacent hypersthene-rich source rocks. 

:, 

v) Augite comprises 2-7% of the beach and bar sands, and 
the cliffs around Mataora are high in Augite. 

The significant ~onclusions are: 

(a) The analysis here shows greater variation in composition than 
the iamples analysed by Christophersen, but the broad mineralogical 
correlations are the same; 

(b) There are notable percentages of ~ugite in Mataora Beach and 
bar sands but virtually no augite offshore or in Whiritoa Beach Sands, 
This is significant because augite does not occur in ryholites, as .. _ 
outcrop in th~ cliffs to the north of Whiritoa Beach. 

5. THE EXTENT OF MATAORA BEACH SEDIMENT 
. . 

The beach possesses a well developed berm along its entire 
length. However, a well formed frontal dune system is absent. 

Such coarse sand in an exposed beach such as this is very 
susceptible to wave and wind entrainment and mobility. Perusal of 
the available air photo runs from 1948 shows substantial dune b·low
outs and loose blowing transgressive sand. 

At present frontal dunes occur only along the southern quarter 
of the beach. Here the dunes rise 6-8 m above mean high water mark. 
This is the area from which it is proposed to extract sand~ The 
dunes do not show a uniform topography but have been subjected to 
wind erosion and blowouts. 

There is no frontal dune at all ~long the. northern half of the 
beach. A paleodune of consolidated weakly lithified sand merges 
into a terrace at the northern end of the beach. Both features are 
capped by tephra (the Rotoehu Ash) which wa~ deposited about 40,000 
years ago. 

Thus the extent of modern sand consists of three components: 

(a) the frontal dunes occurring only along the southern quarter of 
the beach. It is assumed that these are composed entirely of 
Holocene sands but this may not be the case. They may veneer 
by 2-4 m a subsurface paleodune. 

(b) The beach sands incorporated in the berm and backbeach zones, 
and 

(c) the subtidal sands immediately adjacent to the beach which form 
the low tidal swash platform, trough and offshore bar. 

As clearly. illustrated in Figure 2 the sand beyond 300-400 m 
from the beach ~ sedimentologically and mineralogically substantially 
different and do not interchange or mix with the Mataora beach and bar 
sands. 

6. MATAORA BAY - A "CLOSED SYSTEM" BEACH 

From a general understanding of beach behaviour, Mataora Beach 
would be expected to be a closed system i.e. the beach sands are 
specific to that beach, and do not originate from or are being 
replenished by littoral drift. 
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The possible sources of beach sediment for Mataora Beach are 

Erosion of the adjacent cliffs 

Marine and~subaerial erosion of the adjacent cliffs during the 
past 5000-6000 years (~ince sea level attained its approximate 
present position) is probably the main contributor o~ sediment 
to Mataora Beach, as indicated by the mineralogical analyses. 
Onshore Cree of Sands from the Continental Shelf and 
Littoral Drift from the north 

Onshore creep of shelf sands and littoral drift are ~ot contrib
uting much sediment to Mataora Beach. If they were it would be 
expected'that beach sands' at Whangamata, Whiritoa, Mataora and' 
beaches further south would all show a large degree of 
uniformity. This is not the case. Our research to date an~ 
the evidence present here indicates that each beach possesses 
a high.degree of specificity in its mineralogy and sedimentology, 
and that the beach sands are limited in extent. Moreover the 
offshore gradient is steep so that large fluxes of shelf sands 
in this area are unlikely. 
Input from the Mataora Stream from weathering and erosion of 
its catchment 

The contribution of sand to the beach from normal erosion 
processes of the Mataora Stream in its catchment is unknown. 
The mineralogical analyses already presented show Cummingtonite 
is present in the stream and beach sediments, while Figure 1 
indicates that up to 30% of the stream bedload is compatible 
with the beach grain size distribution curves. However the 
absolute sediment input from Matao'ra Stream is likely to be 
very small as there is very little sandy bedload in the present 
stream bed. 

7. ESTIMATION OF AVAILABLE FREE'BEACH SEDIMENT 

Mataora Beach is 1 km long. An approximate estimate of the 
volume of beach sand, based on my field notes and air photo analysis, 
is outlined: 

Frontal Dunes (southern part of beach only): 

4 m high x 160 m long x 50 m wide = 32.500 m3 

Beach 

2 m high x 1000 m x 20 m wide = 40,000 m3 

Total sand in beach and dunes = 72,500 m3 

Offshore 

The width of the offshore bar component of the nearshore-beac~
dune system (refer Healy, Harray and Richmond,,1977) in which sediment 
sizes and mineralogies are equivalent to the beach is illustrated in' 
Fig. 4. The volume of san'd involved is unknown. 

Assuming that the total volume of the nearshore-beach-dune 
system at Mataora has been accumulating since the sea more or less 
attained its present level some 5000-~000 years ago, then the natural 
accumulation rate of sand to the system (from weathering of the ' 
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_~ Acent cliffs as well as input from the Mataora Stream) through-
ou~he Holocene would only be of the order of ~0-55 m3 per year. 

8. SUMMARY AND~CONCLUSIONS 

(i) Geomorphically Mataora Beach is a pocket beach which 
normally implies an isolated sedimentary system-that 
is not in~eracting with or replenished by a littoral 
drift system. 

(ii) Analyses of the sediment textural parameters and heavy 
mineral suites of beach sands from Hataora and whiritoa 
by Christopnersen (1977) clearly show that the source 
rocks which weather to the ~each sands are different 
for each case. Whiritoa beach sediments are derived 
from weathering of the Minden Rhyolites; Mataora sands 
from weathering of andesites of the Beeson's Island 
Volcanics Group. 

(iii) The main sedimentary input into the modern beach system 
is from weathering of the adjacent cliffs since sea level 
attained its approximate present position some 5000~6000' 
years ago. Some sedimentary input occurs from the 
Mataora stream but the volumes are not large. The 
average rate of sand input into the Mataora beach sy~m 
has been about 40-55 m3 per year. 

(iv) The coarse sand grains comprising Mataora Beach only 
extend 300-400 m offshore, and the sand in the near
shore-beach-dune system is a finite resource. 

(v) If sand extraction is to occur in a closed system beach 
the result will be: 
(a) erosion of the frontal dune causing retreat of the 

dune ·face. In the case of Mataora this may initiate 
further sand blowing and deflation of some "t~pu" 
ground; and would eventuallys I expect, cause damage 
to the Pohutukawa trees which stand on the dunes; 

(b) a lowering of the general -beach height as depletion 
of the beach sand continues. This will cause 
accelerated erosion of·the low terrace at the northern 
end of the beach, which again will promote damage to. 
the Pohutukawa trees on the edge of that terrace. 

(c) If extraction rates are severe enough I expect that 
the entire beach sand could disappear and eventually 
only a boulder beach remain, as presently exists in 
the small bay immediately to the south of Mataora. 
It should be noted that the 1948 and 1961 air photos 
show that bay to have been mainly a sandy beach. 

(d) Sand extracted would not be naturally replenished by 
littoral drift. 

(vi) In a-wider context, this beach is one of the few remaining 
un-subdivided beaches in the Coromandel. In the future 
this noy. rare 'coastal land resource is likely to come 
under pressure either (a) for coastal subdivision by 
the present landownders 

or (b) for designation as a coastal 
park or reserve and even perhaps a marine reserve. 

In either case the beach will ultimately be used for human 
activity. Should sandmining be perm.ittcd, the sand resource 'wi1l ,be 



- 8 -

dep~ed and drastic environmental changes will most certainly occur. 

If indeed the resource will eventually be used for human activity 

there seems little~point in first despoiling the beach resource and 

environment. 

And finally, the practise of sand extraction would be contrary 

to the sentiments expressed in the Town and Country Planning Amendment 

Act 1973 which states (Section 2B) 

liThe following matters are declared to be of national importance 

and shall be recognised and provided for in the preparation implement

ation and administration of regional and district schemes: 

-
(a) The preservation of the natural character of the coastal 

environment .••. and th~ protection of them from unnecessary 

subdivision and development". 
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III 'rIlE HNl'TEH of \;he Town and 

Country Plunnin~ Act 1953 and 

its Amenllments 

Mm 
1H '.rIlJ~ j-:A'fTEI: of AFPcnl No. 

27/78 by 'The Proprietors of 

i'intaora Number 1 and 2 Blocks 

under ~ection 2Jn of the' A~t 

u(~ainf3t 11 dociuion of the. 

Chincmuri County Council to 

disallow a conditional usc 

application for the removal 

and sule' of sund from Mataoca 

Bay. 

~tatement of evide .. ncc by RUi3SZLL GOHDON j.;c(lUOID Dill, T.P. (Auck.) J.1H:~I.s 
Senior PIUnn.lllC Surveyor Department of Lands and ;3urveJ Hamilton on behalf 
of the :Jinister of l.o1'ks and Development. 

. 1 THE APPEAL 

1.1 The appcal relates to a conditional use application for permiusion to 
rerr.o'/C ,:n·j [;011 f;.:l:lU fror.l the SOH thern pOl' \;ion of tho bOilch at 
t-:ataora Bay. Attached plans numbers 1 and 2 refer and I herewi"th 
producc an enlarged print of aerial photo SN 3798 B/24\and oblique 
phot.ographs of Hataora Bay taken by myself. \..,; ~ 7{ 

The subject land is zoned Rural in Council' s~~erati ve district 
.scheme. 

1.2 'l'he Hinister of Works and Development objectcd to the application 
on the crounds that the proposal ViaS contrary to .town and country 
planning practice and the public interest, and that 

1 Uncontrolled sandmining would have a detrimental effect on 
existing ~nd future amenities of the area. 

2 The proposal was contrary to Section 2B (a) of the Act. 

Council subsequently refused to give its consent to the application. 

2 IHVOLVr;r·iiWT.3Y DEPAR'NIEIiT OF LAUDS A~m SUr .... VEY 

2.1 Thc Department of Lands and Survey is directly concerned \'lith 
protection of the environment as administrator of the Reserves Act 
1977. Under that Act it is rcsponsible for the protection, 
acquisition and reservation. of land for a variety of 1)Urp05es 
iricludint; public recreational use cmd enjoYlflEmt. 

2.2' The Department is also administrator of the New Zealand Walkways 
Act 1975 which provides for the cntablishment of a system cif 



.. walkine; t'racks over public and ~rivate land for the enjoyment of 
~the people of New Zealand. 

t-iy evideilce Wi\l shoi;;)hat the p~D -ible 
reserves and/or walk\'/ay~ in rg.lation to 
considerations ~n heari~lfs appeal. 

prov sio11s of 
~ay ar relevant 

3 CONDITIONAL USE CONSIDERATIONS 

4 

3.1 In considerin~ the application Council, Was required to have 
ree:;ard for Sectioll 2B of the Act which'declares (inter alia) that, 
the preservation of t6e natural character of the coastal environment 
and its protection from unnecessary development is a matter of 
national 'importance which is to be reCOGnised thrOUGh administration 
of Council's district scheme. 

3.2 Council was also required to have regard for the provisions of 
Sec'tion 20G to ensure' that 

(a) the provisions of' the operative diqtrict scheme Were fully 
resp~cted, and 

(b) the existing and foreseeable future amenities of the 
nciLhbourhood and the health, safety, convenience, and the 
economic and general welfare of the inhabitants of the district 

'were 'not adversely affected. 

3.3 Both the preservation of the natural character of the Mataor~ Bay 
coastal environment (including i'ts protection fr6,';} unnecessary 
development) and the protection of its existing and foreseeable 
future amenities are relevant considerations/'ith reeard to coastal 

,reserves and walkways planning by the Depar-tment of Lands and 
Survey. Mataora Bay exists as a definite/landscape unit or "coastal 
neighbourhood" and it contains siGnificant amenities by virtue of 
its natural qualitieG/~nd conditions, ruld its low-key rural 
development. Past occupation by t·jaori people also gives it elements 
of a cultural and historic charact~( 

RF~LEVAHT DIs'rHlCT SCHE~ FHOVISION3 

4.1 Scheme statement clause 3.3.1 requires that future development in 
the district be directed so as 

(a) to aV,oid the indiscriminate mixture of incompatible uses, 
and ...... 

(d) to maintain and provide amenities appropriate to every 
locality. 

4.2 Similarly clause 10.1 states that it is the general purpose of 
the ;5cheme to promote and safeguard the amenities of every part 
of the district. 

1 •• 3 Code of ordinances clause 2.2.3 (b) requires that in rural zones 
the sites of excavatiolls which cause disfit;urcment to the 
countryside shall Le proe;ressively restored to a reasonably 
natural utate where possible. 

4.4, All of the foregoinG provisions of the Scheme are relevant in 

2 



3 

( 
'-- assessinG the application a!1d it:..; likely effect upon the 

.. coastal environment and in particular on the Hataora Bay 

.. neighbourhood. 

5 ,NNl'AOHA BAY 

5.1 Hataora Bay cOll1prises a beautiful white sandy beach about 1 km 
long which is steeply shelvint; and to some de[iree potentially 
dun~crous. It is bounded to the north by ,;;teel) and precipitous 
cliffs auJ it sweeps in a south easterly crescent to the promontory (heailarrl) 

,nartled Hataora from \'Ihich it is separated by the mouth of the 
Nataora Strewn and adjacent legoon (see photoc;rapho produced). The 

"lag06n is eenerally shallow with a sandy floor and flat sandy 
edges. 

"1'he beach is backed by a partially stabilised frontal dune 
system wl.ich has been eroded by wind to form blowouts in places. 
lIov/ever tiic laud, behind is Vlell stabilised Iflainly with Grass, some 
lupins and other assorted vegetation and comprises part of the 
flat to undulatiu(; area being fc.rmed by the Incorporation. 

As can be seen from the photoGraphs the subject area iG a flat 
expanse of raw sand separatinf, the lac;oon from the open sea and it 
adjoins the open and generally unconsolidated southern face of the 
adjacent sand dune which rises some 3 to 4 metres abo~e it. From 
inspection of the high water mark on 28 February 1978 it appears that 
this aPI)licution area is no more than about g of a metre above sea 4'1fat~t, 
level and therefore its stability may not be very permanent. 

5.2 '1'he character of r-:ataora Bay is that of, an attractive and remote 
coastal enclosure with an air of peace and tranquillity, and 
quietness and rest. The undulating flats bchind the beach are 
framcd by steep hill~ on all sides risinG to between 150 and 305m 
(500 and 1026 ft) a.s.l. Vegetation incluQes a larGe ?nd mature 
r;rove of pohutu};:awas at the northern end of the beach and Olle 
small grove towards the southern end; scattered ~ohutukawas and ' 
other trees adjacent to the Nataora strewn nud elsewhere; coastal 
shrubs, pohutuku ... !as and other veGetation on the steep faces at 
ci ther end of the Lay and reccneratin!:: nwnuku, re\':arerlCl, pines etc. 
on the hill:.; bncldn~ the lay. However Mataora headland is a dOll1c-"like 
rocky outcrop ~ith boulders, grass and trees scattered over Gteep 
and preci~itous faces and it provides a maGnificent lookout from 
t'lhich the COLlst north and south may be viewed. 

1·1ataora Bay also has an air of 'occupation lons sillce gone', 
characterised by the old school D.nd teacher's house still standing, 
the old Haori meetinG house now fallen down, and the 'TAPU' area at 
the southern end of the beach which is sho\'1ll 011 both the 
al},Plication plan and Haori Land survey plan no. 12260 dated April 
1921". ~'his latter plan (copy of part attached as plan no. 3) also 
shows the locations of the native settlement buildinGs then present 
and the associated cultivations. 

6 Rii.Ci·:l',ATIOI'IAL PO'l'E,i!TIAI. 

6.1 , From the foroGoin description and also field illspec tions it is 
obvious tl~:!z{aora 13aY.)1au considerable pot,ential for certain 

'ldndG of c/~"al ryational uoo alld enjoyment. ,Tn thi~ respect it 
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was classified in the Departmont's coastal reserves survey in 1969 
ea.s beine; of nutional sienificanclJ 1'01' coastal reserves purposos in 

association with the adjac~nt coastline from ~hiritoa 0 Orokawa Bay. 
Plan no. 4 atfached shows the oxtent of existine res 'ves ill this 
locality. 

6.2 ~'hat is not to Gay that the are<..!. should ever be s rviced \'/ith a 
public road for recreational usc. 
Nataora iJay.is one of those remote coastal locatiolls which 
should definitely not have roud aeceSG but wlli h should oe available 
for enjoyment by those who are keen enOUGh to/tramp into the bay by 
travorsin~ the coastline. Access of course's already possible b~ 
boat although no laudine rights are availaL e to such parties. 

6.3 J.iataora Bay and adjacent coastline contair natural beauty and 
grandeur with definite and considerable oton tial for variou6 forms 
of outdoo~ recrevtion, e.g. coastal trwlli InG and associated camping· 
to~ether vii th fishinG, surfin(;, undcrwl}.ter exploration, photog~'aphy, 
nature study, nnd enjoyment of its rel~teness. 1n particular a 

4 

coctJtal walkr/ay would be a valuable ro'creational facility incorporating 
fe~.Iturcs of rugged coastline, attractive bays, sandy beaches, and 
various lookout points with magnifi!ent vieVls.· 

6.4 AllY public recreational provisionl could be made l);y land acquisition 
for public reservation or other ::Jui tuble means under the Reserves 
Act, or by securins access righils without any land acquisition under 
the r:alkways Act, or by .n COIfIZ'{1ation of suitable means. 

6.5 District scheme proviSion~ Gh uld ensure ad~quat·o a..."l·d necess;ry 
control of permitted land 'us~s to protect both the existing and 
foreseeable future arllenities' of Hataora Eay and to thereby protect 
the IJotential of the area for possible future recreational use 
and enjoyment by a relati v61y snlall but definite sector of the p.ublic. 

J:>OS3IBL£ Elt'FEC'l'S 01" PROPOS1D ~VELOPf'!EN'll 
/ 

7.1 If the removal of sand lfrom the area PI' oposed was likely to lead to 
sea movement across th.bt area and movement at the base of the 
adjacent dune face (labelled on plans numbers 2 and 3 as 'TAPU' 
c;round) then udveroo /ellvirolllilental offect.::.; could resul"t. If that 
fDce started to erod,c Gea raovemen t and/or \'Iindblo;'! could cause 
further breakinu dovin of the wholo d uno at the southerlL end of the 
beach and could aldo quite possibly endanGer the sl.lall pohutukawa 
crove. Vune breakdown nlit,;ht alsl) be caused by the movement and 
pac saGe of extract:ion machinery and vehicles if sufficient 
stabilisation me~'uures V/e1'O !lOt possible wi thou t detrimentally 
affectinG the chciracter and amenities of the urea. 

If tl~e propose /Jand extraction was likely to make the whole area in 
that vicinity lore vulnerable to 6ea and wind erosion then some 
adverse conse uences might be inevitable particularly in view of the 
very 10\"1 leve· of the subject area and the adjacent unconGolidated 
dune face. ny such ad verse 1'e suI t would be a serious environmental 
chance that should not ~e permitted to ~lrise. 

7.2. If the reGl val of sand from the subject area \'laS l'Ot naturally 
replenished ut a sufficiently fast ratc it IlliLht possibly affect the 
shape and form of this whole area by eularljement of the Hataora Stream 
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mouth and 18l;00n. In turn this could con"e<tucnt~"taffect e !:Iovement of the Gand alonG the rf~lllainder of the l;hach which if 
sufficiently di:titu~bed could lead to erosion of 11: he land behind. 
If such a process of saud depletion, Gand movcmcllt, '::ind erosion 
and dune breakdown was permitted to arise it 9buld possibly affect, 
the r;}lOle beach even to the e:xtr(;me pOGsibil:iyty whereby unnaturally 
induced sand movement finally resulted 'in only a stoney beach remaining. 

7.3 ·'.rh~ permittill;; of works resultine in such !ctverse effects would be very 
detriJ.lental to the natural quali tioG and at tractions of this coaotal 
envirollment thereby brealdnJ dO\'111 and cl~otroying the characteristics 
that should,~e preserved and protected. /Thus the potential of the 
beach uno bay for public recreational ube and enjoyment r,ould be 
seriously affected by these envirollment"al changes and opportunities 
for' realisation of that potential woul~ be either lost or severely 

7.5 

impaired. / 
Hataora Buy contains no siens of present human habitation and this of 
course contributes sie;nificantly to its character' of remoteness and 
peacefulness. However sand willniu'c operations would impinGe on the 
(luiet uud reGtful atmosphere and. VJould also clw.llLe its character to 
son;e deGree. Loaller-dozers, trucks and posoibly other machinery and 
buildinGs' etc. 'would both visuoily and audibly conflict \'lith Hnd 
udversely affect the existine; qualities and conditions that 
contribute to the pleasantness' and hurlllony of this coastal 
heiGhbourhood and to its possible better enjoyment for future 
recreational usc. , .j' 
If the Gituc.~tion \'Jas permitted to arise \':hereby allY of the 
aforemelltioned ad verse effects re suI ted then the cand' winninr; operati~n 
\'Jould be in contravelltion of the Act, the Scheme and Good plannine; 
practice as follows: ; 

/ 
(a) failure to preserve the natural character of the Coastal 

envirolllnent and to protect it from unnecessary development 
would contr~vene Section 2B (a) of the Act. 

i 
(b) failure to protect ·the existing and fore see;'ble future 

amenities of the neighbourhood, which amenities include the 
character and suitability of the area for recreation would 
contravene Section 2t\C (3A) (b) of the Act and aiso clauses 
3.3.·1 (d) and/ 10.1 of the Scheme statement. 

(c) failure to /revent the possible incompatible mixture of 
indiscrimill,ate uses (namely sand winninG and recreation) would 
contravene/clause 3.3.1 (a) of the Scheme statement. 

(d) ,proper reitoration of the lruldscape to a reasonably natural 
I 

state coU"ld be very difficult and perhaps impossible and the 
resultani disfiGurement would contravene clause 2.2.3 (b) of 
the cOdf of Ordinances. 

S CCtHCLU.:.>IONcl f . 
8.1 AlthOUGh tl)e site of 1JrOposed operations is only u small part of the 

whole be<.?cM. the delicate nature of the <.'rea' end the t:!pe of proposed 
J,and usc ~e such that very real conflicts could occur \'lith results 
adversely affectinG not only the application arca but vossibly' also 
the whole: Lay and its existin3 and potential amclli ty as a coastal 
recreatij al and scenic resource. . . . 
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IN 'jlllY rllATTFR of the Tovm and 
Country Plannine 
Act, 1953 and its' 
Amendments 

. AND 

IN THE l'itATTER of an Appeal by 
the Proprietors of 
Mataora Numbers I 
and II Blocks 
Incorporated against 
the docision of the 
Ohincmuri County 
Council to decline 
their Application 
under Section 28(c) 
of the Act. 

Statement of Evide'nce by Peter John Nixon. 

My name is FETrR JOHN NIXON. I hold a Bachelor of Arts Degree 
in Geo'graphy and Geology from University College, London, and 

a Diploma in Town Planning from the University of London. I 

am a r.~ember of the Royal Town Planning Ins ti tute, and am 
currently employed as. a Planning Officer in the Hamilton District 
of the Ministry of Works and Development. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This arpeal relates to an applica~ion for consent to 

Conditional Use for the removal and sale of sand from 

the southern portion of the beach at Mataora Bay on 
land zoned Rural in the orerative District Scheme. It 
aI-pears from the apI'ellant's site plan that the sandmining 
operat.ions v:ould be confined to an area measurine 

approximately 65 yards by 100 yards immediately north 

of a tidal laeoon at the southern end of the bay. 
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1_ I have examined the si te ~~nd from my observations 

have concluded that Mataora ray is a steeply -
shelvinG salldy beach approximately 1 kilometre in 

length, enclosed,by a prominent rocky headland at 

its southern end, and terminating in high cliffs 
to 'the north. The Mataora Stream flov,'s onto the beach 
at its sou'thern end formine. a shallow tidal lae;oon. 

lJ.'he proposcd sandmining, operation would be ] oca ted on 
a low san9f>i t 
of the beach. 

between this lagoon and the main part 
The's outhern part of the beach is 

backed by a 'line of frontal dunes risinG some 6-8 metres 

above Mean Bieh Water Mar}{. These dunes do not show a 
uniform torogral'hy, and appear to have been subjected 

, .. to some wind erosion and "blowouts". The land behind 
the dune belt is well stabilised mainly with [rass and . 
some lupins and comprises rart of the flat to undulating 

area beine farmed by the Incorporation. 

1.3 1J.1he cene ral character of the area 8u.rround inr; the A rreal 

site is that of an attractive and remote coastal enclosure 
framed by steep hills on all sides rising to betvveen 150 

and 300 metres above sea level. The bay has many of the 
attractive landscape clements typifyine the Coromandel. 

coastline - for example, prominent cliffs, erov0s of 
. , 

Pohutukawas, steep bush covered slopes, a fine white 
sandy beach, and a belt of sand dunes. 

1.4 From the application, it arrears that the arpellant's 
sandmining operation would be confined to a levf'l tonfUe 
of sand between the beach and the 1aroon of the Mataora 

Stream, \"Ii th sand being removed in 8uch a v:ay so as to 

avoid causin£ erosion of the beach. 

.J 

i 
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1.5 In the context of this Appeal, I consid0r: 

(a) That the rrorosed sanclmininf orera tion would be 
contrary to the provisions of the operative 

District Scheme. 

(b) That sandmining wbuld be detrimental to the natural 
character of Ma taora Ba:! and its surroundint:"S, and 
as such would be contrary to Section 2B(a) of the 

. Act. 

(c) That such an operation would be unnecessar;y in terms .

of Section 2n(~). 

1.6 This evidence is directed to supporting and expanding 
. on the above views. 

2. RfLIVANT. nI;3~'HIC'l' SCHFrn-: PHOVISIONS: 

2.1 The site of this appeal falln wi thin the Rural Zone in 
the Operative District Scheme. Mining and Quarrying 
of natural materials is regarded as a conditional use 
in this zone, and is subject to comrliance .with the 

standard condjtions in Ordinance 2.2.3 controlling 

the disrosal of s~oil in such a way as to avoid 
diofj f.uremcnt of the countr,yside, and rrovidin{'" for 

the pro[ressive restoration and plantinr of worked
over areas. 

2 ~2 'l'hou[h' the Rural Zone clearly provides for sandmininp-
as a conditional use, it Vo'C)uld of course not be appropriate 

to ref,ard such an operation as bein~ necessarily suitable 
" ·evcrywhere in the zone. In this context, J would not, 
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conside~extractive industry to be ~ necessarily suitable 
activity in all parts of the Rural Zone in Ohinemuri 

County. Certain areas in the zone would be rarticularly 

sensitive to'the impact of sandmining, irrespective of 
the fact that such a use is conditional in the zone. 

,Examples of such areas are where workinfs would be 

physically intrusive or diff~cult to s,creen or restore, 
erosionally unstable areas, or areas of identified landsca,pe 
value. 1'1'o1'osals for ext.ractive industry in, such a.reas 

would need to be' carefully considered in relation to the 

criteria in Section 28c (3A) of the Act. 

2.3 In addition.#' to rural zoning, other policiC's in the 
District Scheme are relevant to this rrorosal. Clause 

3.3.1 of the Scheme Statement requires that future 
development in the district be directed so D~ 'to avoid 
the indis crimina te mixture of incomra ti ble uses', and 
Clause 10.1 states that it is the general y.urpose of 
the Scheme 'to rromote and saferuard the'amenities of 

ever:f part of the District'. Clause 2A on Page 9 of 
the Scheme Statement declares the followin~ matter to 
be of national importGnce to be recoe:riised and rrovided 

for in the District Scheme: 

'The rreservution of the natural character of the coastal 

environment and of the margins of lakes and rivers and 

the protection of them from unnecessary subdivision 

and development'., 

2.4 Fxamininr this proposal in relation to the above policies, 
I conoider u sandminin[," operation at Mataora would be 
incompatible VIi th the objective in Clause 10.1 to safe{!Uard 
the amenities of the district and contrary to the rolicy 

of coaotal preservation in Clause 2A for the following 

reasons: 
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Evidence is before the Board to indicate that '. 
this rroposal is located on a 'closed system 

beach' where the removal of sand could lead 
to future erosion of the beach·and adjoining 
sand-dunes, if this evidence is accepted. 

(b) ~I:llC bay and its surroundingsform a distinctive 
'landscape unit' of considerable natural character, 
which presents a clear-cut example of Coromandel 

coastal scenery_ 

(c) Sandmining on this beach could seriously affect 
the future potential of the area for rassive 

recreation, and lead to land-use conflicts 
contr~ry to Clause 3.3.1 of the Scheme Stat.ement. 

The operative Dis tr.i ct S cherne is currpntly .under ~e.v:.;;'i'( 

and as psrt of this BP~ss, it is evident from t~. ~. 
Hespondent's rep~ParacraPh 5 (iii) that C·ouncil intend 
to strenGthen controls on develol~ent in Mata~ Bay by 
zoning the Ba{ as a coastal reserve in the/rorthcomine: 
Review. y&t'il such a control is jncoy,tr:'ated into the 

. Scheme /r consider it imrortant to yrotect areas of 
coa~ine which at present only p.Oi11e under convcntional 

R~l zoning provisions. 

NA'!'JONAL P·LANNING POLICY - SrCrfJON 2B(a) OF fJ'IIE ACT 

Section 2B(a) of the Torm and Country Planning Act has 

been spC'cifically incorrorated into the operative Scheme 
at Clause 2A, and is therefore a Feneral policy of the 
Council in the implementation of the District Scheme. 
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'Ihe objcbtivf)s of Section 2B(a) as incorporated into the 
Scheme contain two aspects or limbs v:hich are relevant 
to this rroposal. These are: 

(i) The preservation of the natural character of the 
coastal environment; 

(ii) The Frotection of t~is environment from unnecessary 
subdivision and development. 

3.2 Dealing with point (i) I consider that Section 2B(a) 

is srecifically aimed at preserving the character of 
these sections of coastline that are in a rural, bush, 
or forest - covered state; in other words thoDe rarts 
of the coastline which have not been modified by 

residential subdivision or other non-rural u~es. This 

section io also concerned with the preservation of. 
sie;nificant natural elements of the coastline jn their 

existing state, and with safeguar~ing them from any 

dcvelorment which would be detrimental, or be likely to 
I be detrjmental, to their visual significance. 

3.3 In the context of Mataora ray, thero are certain scenic 

elements in and around the bay which are considered worthy 
of preservation under Section 2B(a). lJ'hese would include 
the rrominent rocky headland fringed v;i th Pohutakawa trees 

south of the rroposed workinrs, the lagoon of the Mataora 
8tream, sand dunes at the rear of the beach, ~nd the groves 
of Pohutukawas at the north end of the bay. A further 

eleme~t in the scenic quality of the coastline is the 
undeveloped nature of the land immediately adjacent to 
the beach, and the location of the fay in a natural 

basin surrounded by bush-covered· hills. 
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3.4 Thou€h a ~~ndmininf opcrotion would not ncc~s8arily 

affect all ,these elements, it could quite clearly 

affect scme of them. 'For example, the l~f"oon, dune
belt, and Maori Burial Ground which dircctly adjoin 
the proroscd workinfs. If the beach does not have an 

adequate sand supply, as has been sUFfested in expert 
, . 
evidence which is before the Board, the detrimental 
effects of' such workine:s would be both extensive and 
permanent. '1'he workings could result in erosion of,the 

frontal dunes and Maori burial eround, damage to the 

Pohutulmwa trees, and a gene.ral lowering' of the beach 
level. Visual effects of the opera.tion,would extend 
over a much Wider area, in pa.rticular a sandpi t would 

be .visible from the prominent coniclal headland at the 

, south end 6f the bay, which at present is a fine view
point for this section of qoastline. ]n other words, 
this prorosal would result in the destruction of the 

very elements in the character of the coastline which 
,Section 2p(a) and Clause 2A of the Scheme s~ek to 
rreserve. 

3.5 Mataora Bay and its surroundin[s are at rre!Jcnt in an 
undevclofPd rural state. Looki,ne- at the east coast 
of the Coromandcl reninsula fenerally, there are very 
fm'l' remaining bays or beachrs y;hich have not been in 

some v,ay modified by coastal development. Where such 

areas arc not protected by rescirve desinlations or 
special coastal zoninr techniques, as at Mataol8, they 

are at risk from development Y.'hich cculd. be detrimental 

to their character. It is in these areas of coastline 
that the l'rovisions of Section 2B(a) should be strictly 
applied. '1'he preserv[ltion of Mataora Pay in j ts existing 
undeveloped state is therefore not just of academic 

imrortance; it is something which in the context of the 
Coromandel })eninsula as a v:hole should be deemed to be 
very imr'ol'tant. 
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su~m~rise, there is COl1U idera blc c1 oubi f in my view, , 
to: 

Whether it would be possible to extract sand 

without causine erosion of the beach and wider 

',erosi'Ollal effects cn surroundinr features such 
as the t tapu' ground, dune, bel t, and ~ohutulmVla 
trees, even assumminc that the sandmining 
operations were confined to the small area 

indicated by the appellants. 

(b) Whether the natural character of the coastline 

would remain unaf~eeted by such vlorJ<in[!,s, r.iven 

point (a). As this proposal is clearly capable 
of causinG serious environmental chon(os, it is 
contrary to the objectives in Section 2B(a) of the 

Act and Clause 2A of the Scheme of rreserving the 
natural character of the coastal environment. 

4. ' tIrCl-,s::; l~:Y YOR THIS PROPOSAL 

4'.1 ~'he second limb of Section 2B(a) directs t.hat the coastal 

envjronment should be protected from unnecessary subdvision 

and development. Defined in rrlat.ion to this proposal, 
the v:ord 'unnecessary' is taken to mean ,"/hether it is 
essential to extract sand frcm this area, and whether 
the uniqueness of this sand as a resource would override 

all other ccnsiderations. In other words, one could only 
ar[Ue that sandmininr is necessary at Mataora if such 
sand h,as unique prorertie3 and was ul1attainable elsE-where. 

The arpellants will therefore need to demonstrate that this 

pro}:,osal is necrssar,Y in terms of Section 2B(a). 
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4.2 ~'ho necdmii,y to extract Gand from Mataora reach should 

be conBidered in relation to 1he distribution and 

availability of beach sand resources in the Coromandel 
and· Bay of Plenty areas l?"enerally. Beach sand is a 
wide ly diG \.ri buted res ource al.onr: both the eas t coas t 

of Coromondel and in the Day of Plenty t thou{'"h most 

larc;e':'scalc sandmininf operations are confined to the 
Bay of Plenty area whpre coastal sand deposits are 
more extensive thcin in the Coromandel. Sand resources 

in the Coromandel Peninsula are largely confined to· 

estuary areas on the cast C08~t, for eXEmple in 
V'ihanEa}'oua., ·\/hi tianea and Wh8neama ta Harbours t where 
th.e.re arc larre, continuous areas of beach and dune 
sand. Tho extraction of these coastal sands for use in 

the bujldinr industry has been mainly concentrat~d at 
Kaotunu and in Whangapouu HarbouXB, where tho. sand is 
taken by dredc:ing off shore. -¥tt"3:nablE' B:;P2£: snppliE's 

h:B1( beel! obttt-:i:ned"!""in -tl~e-\'Ih::i.-t.i,'1np~ca v','lwrq Ji4c a Giel 

~l .. cmr±c l"Uc·k13-havc-eroded--r'ap.idly-.L. Beach sand has also 
been extract.ed periodically from Whiritoa Beach, 
approximately 2 Idlometres north of Ma taora Bay. 

4.3 If the sand at Mataora is only int~nded for use as an 
a[greeate or for buildin& purposes, it could in my vie\'.' 

.be extract.cd from other locations on the Coromanc'lel 
coa~ tlin(' \":h('1'o much Inrrer arens of lleach and dune sand 
exis t, for example the Whangama ta, V/hi tianga and 
Whancuroua inner harbour areas referred to in Para.4.2. 
Confinine; sandmininr: to these harbour ar~as would Ferhaps 

five a treater choice in the location of workinrs and 

allow wCl'kinr:s to be located away from the oren coastline 
to minimise adverse visual or erosional effects. If sand
mining operations are to be allo~ed on this coastline 

at all, they should be directed to this 1ype of coastal 
situation rather than to remote, scenically va1uable 
coastal areas su6h us ~ataora, where sand resources 
arc Gtrictly limited in quantity_ 
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In view of the remotenesD of this site and the nature 

of the boastline, a sand-mining operatjon a.t l\'!ataora 
Day wou'ld probably r.m:mi be a difficult operation. The 
existing access track to State Hif"hway 25 is vcry steeply 

gTaded in places and would need to bE' substantially 

improved to acconunoda te trucks and extraction machinery. 
The site liE'S 3 kilometres to the. east of the state 
hj c.hviay and 250 metres below it. ']'he very remoteness of 
the workinf,S v/ould make i t difficult to enforce any 

conditions on the proposal controllin~ the extent of 

the'workinc;s and/or any rates of extraction rrorosed. 

4.5 .. In terms of Section 2B(a), the npcessity for ext.racting 

a 10Vi value raw material from a very remote area of 
coastline, ('iven that coastal sand deposits are avajlable 
elsewhere in the Coromandel and Bay of Plenty Areas, ~ ;t 
consider~ of .ve~ minor significance comrared with the 

necess i ty to preserve the natural character and eros i onal 
. . 

stability of this coastline, which both the Act and the 
Dis tric.t ~cheme regard as a matter of na tiona.l importance. 

5. CONCLFSIOtI 

5.1 TIle land subject of this Apreal, and th~ adjojning 

coastline, fall into the category of a coaotal area 
which requires protecti<?fJ- under Section 2B(a) of the 
Act. J..:t--i...s:tcons ider~ \articularl~1 imrortont to 

preserve tLis section of cODstline as it is only at 
present protected by Rural zoninr; and is not the subject 
of co~stal reserve desirnations or coastal zoning provision~. 
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}trom my:,examinatjon of the site and its Gurroundings, 
I cons ider the s ceni c quali t..y of Ma taora Ba,Y to be a 

'non-renewable ~esource' which could not be returned 

to its ol'if,inal st8:te once a sand-minlng operation 
tak0s place. Fxrert evid0nce before the Board 
indicates that sand resources on ihis beach are 

similarly non-ren~wable in that· the beach dces not 
have an adequate sand supply. Sand-mining v;ould 
directly affect both these resources by visual 

effects on the coastline and erosional damage 

resul ty:rom the removal of sand. To promote such 
a situation would be contrary to the directions and 
intentions of Section 2B(a). 
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No. 27/78 

IN THE )V!AT'!'~ o:f the To,.;n and COWltry 
Planning Act 1953 

AND 

A.\T]) -

o:f an appeal under Section 
28» o:f the Act. 

THE PROPRIETORS OF HATAORA 
1-.T"()}WERS 1 & 2 

Appellants 

OHINEMURI COUNTY COUXCIL 

Respondent 

DEFORE THE NUMBER ONE TOWN. A~l) COUNTRY PLAi\'XING APPEAL BOARD 

l-1essrs A. R. Turner S .H. (Chairman) 
G. R. Tutt 
R. E. Hermans 

HEARING at TE AROHA on the 25th day of' May 1978. 

COUNSEL J. R.· Pow·ell :for appellant 
R. G. stout :for respondent 
N. R. Watson :for M.O.W.D. 
E. D. Horgan :for IIauraki Catchment Board 

DECISION 

This appeal is aGainst the respondent's re:fusal to consent to the 
abstraction o:f sand :from a beach :front. 

The appellants are the o',"nors o:f a bluck o:f land containing 
2901 acres situated 0n the :::oast ~~ the ,vostern end o:f the Bay 
o:f Plenty, just south o:f lfhiritoa·. The land is situated in the 
Rural zone under the respondent's operative district scheme and 
the property is rtul as a sheep and cuttle station. 

The appellants' property includes the physical :feature kno,YIl 
as Ma taora Bay ,,,,hich comprises a ''''hi te sandy beach about 1 km. 
long and the headlands at each end of the beach. 

In the Rural zone the quarrying, mining and processing of' materials 
occurring naturally in the area is 0. conditional use. The 
appellants applied to the resporident :for consent to "the 
removal and s~le of sand from the southern portion of (their) 
said. land adjoinine Hataora Ea);". Thoy supported their application 
wi th a plan defining the land from ,.hich sand is to be taken as an 
area approximately 100m. long and 65 m. ,dde, ,;hich consists o:f 
three sand dWles situated on a spit at the southern end o:f tho 
Bay.. The spit lies between ~he sea and a croek w·hich debouches intc 

11 .. A--
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the s~a against the southern headland. In evidence it ,,,as 
said that about 2000 cu. m. of sanc;i ' .... ould be taken annually. 

The respondent refused its consent to the application. The 
relevant grolmds of refusal were:-: 

(a) That the proposal is contrary to Section 2B(a) in that 
the rem0val of sand would directly affect the visual 

.character of the coastline, increase the risk of erosion 
and have a detrimental effect upon existing and future 
amenities; and 

(b) That the beach is a closed sand system of limited extent 
and therefore any excavation "",ould deplete the sand 
resource to the detriment of the environment. 

This appeal followed from 

The !princiPal c'ontentions 
hearing of the appeal can 

that decision •. 

advanced for the appellants on the 
be summarized as follow's:-

(i) That approximately 1000 acres of their property is 
as yet undeveloped and the considerable royalties 
from sand abstraction w'ould give the appellants 
capital for development of that land for farming 
purposes; 

(ii) That the beach cannot be seen from the public road 
and that consequently sand can be removed ,vi thout 
detriment to the amenities; and 

(iii) That the removal of sand would not have the adverse 
·effect on the beach system asserted by the respondent 
.particularly in vie,., of the fact that sand has been 
taken from lfuiri toa Beach for many years ,vi thout 
apparent adverse effects. 

Section 28C(JA) 0f the Act requires that in 
an application for consent to a conditional 
(and the Boa!.'d on appeal) shal·l have regard 

allowing or refusing 
use, the Council 
to:-

(a) The suitability of the site 'for the proposed use determined 
by reference to the provisions of the operative scheme; 
and 

(b)' The likely effect of the proposed use on the existing and 
foreseeable future amenities of ·the neighbourhood and on 
the health, safety, convenivnce and the economic and 
general ,,, .. ifare of the inhabitants of the district. 

Section 2D of the Act declares certain matters to be of national 
importance and requires them to'be reco~lised and provided for 
in tho preparation, implementation and administ+ation of regional 
and district schemes. Among those matters are: 
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ttThe preservation o:f the natural character o:f the cOCtstal 
environment ••• and the protection"o:f (it) :from tmnecossary 
subdivision and development tt • Allowing or re:fusing an 

"application :for consent to a conditional use is part of the 
administration o:f a district scheme; and therefore tho relevant 
requirements of Section 2B must be brought into account in 
determining this appeal. The requirements o:f that Secti.on 
are not absolute; it is a case o:f ,{eighing all the :facts and 
circumstances and applying the relevant sections o:f thp. Act. 
In some cases the requirements of Section ~2 may be held to 
be tho paramount consideration; in other cases, not. 

The respondent's district scheme does not give any guide as 
to" the suitability o:f a site :for the quarrying and mining o:f 
materials occurring naturally in an area. That does not 
surprise us, because minerals must be quarried or mined at 
the places ",here they arc found. " But quarrying and mining 
aro dif:ficul t land uses :from a plan:Lling point o:f view", because 
in many cases the operations adversely affect the u.menities 
of the neighbourhood and are incompatible with the adjacent 
land uses. "Yet l{i thout quarries and mines our economy l{ould 
suffer drastically; they are activities which must be 
accommodated, though they are not entitled to be accommodated 
at any price in land use terms. 

The respondent's district scheme contains no guide as to the 
manner in l{hich the requirements o:f Section 2B are to be 
:ful:filled in its district. 

I:f sand could be taken :from Nataora Beach uithout permanent 
damage to the environment and without substantial chaLge to 
the character o:f that part of the coastal environment, then 
in our opinion there would be no grounds :for refusing the 
appellants the consent they seek. HOliever the respondent 
asserts that Hataora Beach is essentially a "closed" sand 
system i.e. that unlike many other beaches the sand there 
is a :finite resource not being replenished or added to in 
any signi:ficant quantity; and th~ removal of sand from the 
beach l{ould inevitably, adversely and permanently, a:ffect 
the character o:f the beach. 

We turn to examine that assertion bearing in mind that the 
onus of proo:f o:f it must be upon the respondent and that 
when considering the likelihood o:f :future events lve do not 
have to be satisfied that they will certainly occur, only 
that there is a su:f:ficiently SUbstantial probability that 
they will occur. 

The evidence in support o:f the assertion l¥aS given by a 
Senior Lecturer in Earth Sciences, \vaikato University and 
by a Senior Lecturer in Geography, Auckland University. 
They 'vere agreed that unlike iYhiri toa, only 2 km. north, 
~lataora is an isolated sedimentary system that is not 
interacting with or replenished by a littoral drift system 

any signi:ficant extent. They formed that opini~n :from an 
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examination o~ tho geomorphology c~ the beach and ~rom an 
examination o~ its mineralogy and sedimentology and a 
comparison o~ them w'i th those o~ Wllir;i toa Deach. They 
expressed the opinion that the main sedimentary input into 
the present beach system is from the weathering of the 
adjacent clif'f's and from the stream but that the volumes 
are not large - one o~ those witnesses estimated that the 
input is about 40-50 cu. m. per year; the other said that 
it is "negligible". Doth expressed tht:) opinions that removal 
of sand on the scale proposed by the appellants liould set 
in train a number of' short and long term environmental changes 
to the beach; that if extraction 't'ates are severe enough the 
sand on the beach ""ould move south,,,ard as the shoreline 
attempted to attain a nel ... equilibrium condition; that the 
charac.tcr o·~. the beach and the dunes ,,'ould alter through 
erosion and that it is pus sible that the sandy beacb , ... ould 
partly or 'iholly disappear Dnd a boulder beach remain. 

The appellants did not adduce any expert evidence in rebuttal. 

1fe find ~rom the evidence that Nataora Beach is at present 
a very beauti~ul beach in attractive surroundings. 
Notwithstanding the conversion of some of' the adjacent land 
to pasture the , ... hole has a pleasing natural character. We 
~urther find that the beach is essentially a closed sand 
system o~ limited extent with a negligible natural volume o~ 
replenishment. Hence any abstraction of sand ~rom that system 
must upset the balance of tho system, and depending upon the 
volume and rate o~ abstraction, must permanently change the 
beach. We hold that the probability is that i~ abstraction 
proceeds at the rate proposeci by the appellants major adverse 
permanent changes ,,,,ill occur to tho present natural character 
o~ the beach and that the' probability is su~~iciently SUbstantial 
that it must be taken into account in determining this appeal. 

iye said earlier that the requirements of Section 2B are not 
absolute. How'ever clearly the requirement to preserve the 
natural character o~ the coastal environment has the 
objective of conserving a ~inite resource, and it is proper 
to construe the requirement as extending to prevent erosion 
of' a part of' the coastline and the preservation o~ a sandy 
beach in its present beautiful state, not1vi thstanding that 
the beach is not at present ~sed or enjoyed by' many people. 

The abstraction of' sand f'rom the be:<tch ,·,rould be to the economic 
advantage of' the appellants, and the f'act that it ,iould produce 
capital to enable them to develop the balance of' the property 
for ~arming purposes is a ~actor in favour o~ the application. 
But ,.,e ~ind ~rom the evidenco that there are other sources in 
the district from ,.,hich sand may be taken - though they are 
not extensive. 

Having considered all the evidence and submissions ,ye have 
concluded that this is not a case.where the needs of' the district 
for -sand and the e-conomic advantage of' the appellants over-ride 
~e conservation 

~ircumstances of 
objective of' Section 2B; indeed that in the 
the case that conservation objective is the 
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over-riding considoration. 
against is correct. 

In our opinion the decision appealed 

For the foregoing reasons the appeal is dismissed. 

The appeallants had some justification 
decision appealed against be revie~,Ted. 
against them. 

GrfEN BY THE PLANNING TRIBUNAL this 

for asking that the 
1fe. do not a1vard costs 

day of flU-

:;;;.--
Chairman (A.H. Turner S.N.) 
Number One Division 
Planning Tribunal 

1978. 
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IN THE MATTER OF THE TOWN 
AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1953 
AND AMEND1~ENTS 

BETWEEN 

THE PROPRIETORS OF MATAORA 
NOS I AND II BLOCKS INC. 

APPELLANT 

AND 

HAURAKI CATCHMENT BOARD, AND 
OTHERS 

RESPONDENTS 

Statement of evidence ~ Dr R. F. ~1cLean' 

. \ 
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1. BACKGROUND 

My name is Roger Fairbairn McLean and I am a Senior Lecturer in Geography 
\ 

at the University of Auckland. I was fonnerly a lecturer in geography at the 

University of Canterbury (1964-72) and research fellow in geomorphology at 

the Australian National University (1972-77) and have lectured, undertaken 

research and published several papers in coastal geomorphology. I have read 

the evidence and cross-examination of Dr Terry Healy on the effect of sand 

mining on Mataora Beach given on 10th April 1978 and visited the siteon 

8th t1ay 1978.. 

2. t1ATAORA COASTAL CONPARTt-1ENT 

(a) I am satisfied that the Mataora coastal comparbnent is essentially a 

closed sedimentary system with boundaries delimited by a rocky headland in 

the south and coastal cliffs in the north. The seaward boundary is located 

some 350-450 m offshore-at a depth of about 8 m below low water level, while -
the landward boundary is marked in the southwest by a lagoon and stream channel 

and elsewhere by a grassed sloping terl'ace made up of Pleistocene aged deposits. 

Neither the depth or configuration of the basal boundary of the sandy body is 

known. 

(b) The sands within the compartment so delimited almost certainly have 

accumulated during the last 6000 years, that is since sea level first reached 

around its present position in the Holocene. The limited quantity of sand 

that. has been deposited in this time together with its similarity with 

adjacent rock types, suggests that it has been supplied from local sources 

notably from erosion of thi back-beach Pleistocene deposits, weathering of 

adjacent sea cliffs and denudation of slopes in the local stream catchments. 

It has not been derived from outside sources by littoral drift. 

. \ 
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(c) It is also likely that the rate of supply to the Mataora coastal system 

- was greatest some three to six millenia ago, that it has diminished since then 

and that at present supplies of fresh material are negligible. In this 

sense the coastai sands at Mataora can be regarded as relict or fossil, or 

in other words, a non-renewable resource. 

3. SAND MOVH1ENT \~ITHIN COMPARTMENT 

Although .there are variations in textura.l and mineralogical properties 

of sands within the Mataora coastal comparblent as for instance between sub-

tidal, beach and dune sands, it is apparent that such variations result from 
. 

environmental fractionation of common source materials and not from contrasting 

sources. Movement of sand between nearshore, beach and dune environments by 

wave, curren~stream and wind action has taken place in the past and will take 

place in future as components of the coastal system attempt to attain an 

equilibrium state relative to one another and to the processes acting on 

the~. Thus artificial removal of sand from any part of the Mataora coastal 

compartment will have ramifications elsewhere in the system. Clearly· the 

to~al quantity of sand removed, the rate that it is mined and the site from 

which it is taken are important elements in attempting to determine the 

effects of sand mining on the coastal system. 

4. SAND MINING SITE 

(a) I believe that the proposed site for sand extraction is in the southern 

portion of the beach in an area bounded by the lagoon and stream outlet on the 

west. and south, the shoreline in the east and 'tapu' area of high dunes in the 

north. The area to be worked is about 100 m long and 65 m wide and consists of 

three dune mounds that extend aboV'1thigh water level. It is intended that sand 

will be taken only from above high 'dater level. 

(b). At the time of my site visit high \'/ater swash mark reached to the base 

of the dune ~ounds and there was evidence of recent wave washover into the 

. \ 
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_ lagoon in the southern portion of the subject area. It was also clear that 

this sector of the shore is the most unstable part of the entire coastal 

embayment due to its proximity to the lagoon and stream outlet on the one , 
hand and the headland on the other. The latter controls a strong rip current, 

directed offshore, immediately to the east of the proposed area to be worked, 

and results in steep beach-face slopes (140
) here. Instability is also 

indicated by the sparse v~getation cover of the dunes and large areas of 

bare sand. Considerable interchange and frequent movement of sands between 

nearshore, beach, dune and lagoonal environments is indicated. 

5. POSSIBLE RESULTS OF SAND REMOVAL 

In my view, if sand is extracted from the proposed area, the result will 
" . 

be to set in train a number of short and long term environmental changes in 

this and neighbouring areas. In the short term the lagoon outlet my shift 

northwards and could result in erosion of the southern portion of the 'tapu' 

area, while the resulting deficit of sand in the subject site is likely to 

be replaced initially by sediment eroded from the seaward face of the "'tapu' 

area. Such disturbances here would encourage wind erosion of the dunes in the 

'tapu' area and endanger the pohutakawa grove there. In the longer term, and 

with continual sand removal, the subject area would almost certainly be 

replenished by sand from updrift (northerly) sources as the whole shoreline 

attempts to attain a new equilibrium condition. It is con~eivable that sand 

would be removed entirely from the narrow northern sector which may lead to 

erosion of the Pleistocene deposits behind and finally to the depletion of the 

whole sand reservoir. 

6. SUVu1ARY 

In summary I conclude: 

(i) The r~ataora coastal compartment is essenti ally a closed sedimentary system" 

with a finite, non-renewable sand resource. 

" \ 
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_(if) Contemporary sand supplies to this system are negligible. 

(i i i) Sand extracted from any part of the system \111 11 not be naturally 

replenished~by littoral drift but will be recruited from elsewhere 

within the local area. 

(iv) The proposed site for sand extraction is located in the most unstable 

part of the entire coastal compartment. 

(v) Sand extracted from the subject area will affect existing or future 

amenities of the neighbourhood notably by accelerated coastal erosion 

and sand loss. 

'f12A-~ . 
/{/i~~ 

"7 __ ~ -I"'(u..e.. -t:I.tr ~ ~ ~ 
4~4.J 
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A ISS all Correspondence to 
." v .. , Roply ....... Quo": 

the County Clerk. MaW. PARKER 
YOUR REFERENCE: 54/15/48 File No. 

28 April 1980 

Secretary for Transport, 
Ministry of Transport, 
Private Bag, 

/~ 

~ 'Y REcEIVED '\, 
-1 MAY 1980 .. 
H.O., MINISTRY 
OF TRANSPORT 

No.4 

P.O. Bux 17, 
P~eroa. 

WELLINGTON 1 ATTENTION: Mr G.K. Whitehouse 

Dear Sir, 

RE: SAND EXTRACTION: WHIRITOA BEACH 

Further to the discussion which took place in my office on 17 April 1980 
I wish to confirm in reply to your letter of 20 February 1980 that 
Council has resolved to obtain a legal opinion from a lawyer competent 
in this area of the law. 

The Council made this decision after receiving advice from its town 
planning consultant, Mr I.G. McIntyre of Murray-North Partners Ltd 
of Auckland. The solicitor acting for the Whiritoa Ratepayers' 
Association had requested Council, as a result of the recommendations 
made by Dr. R.F. McLean in his report on the Whiritoa Beach sand 
system, to serve a notice under Section 77 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1977 on the Trustees as owners of the sand pit, and 
upon Provincial Transport Limited, who are operating the sand pit, 
to cease all further removal of sand from the pit. However, Mr 
McIntyre informed Council that he was not sure if Section 77 gave 
the Council absolute control. 

I will advise you further after an opinion has been received through 
the County Solicitor from counsel. 

Yours f¥thfully, 

~::'y~1 
M.W. PARKER 
COUNTY CLERK 

/ I _ 
I ... ~ 
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GKW:HJO . 

54/15/48 

25 March 1980 

.~he Vice President 
Wbiritoa Ratepay~rs Association 

~ 
Kon Tiki·Roa~. 

IRITOA 

. Dear Sir 

Thank you for your letter of 5 March 1980 concerning the sand 
extraction situation at Whiritoa. As I .mentioned in my letter 
of 20 FeQJ"qa~y. the. Mini.st;r'y is. 4!scuS$1ng· with .:.the Hauraki 
Catchment Board whether or not action can be't~ken against this 
problem. The'Ohinemuri CO\1llty Counci,l have also been asked 
for their comments. A decision will be made ou what action 
will be taken 'in. due '.course.. Your comments about the persons' 
removing s~nd fro~ th~ area have been noted. However, as I 
have pointed out before, they are not operating under a licence 
from this Ministry and it would therefore not be.proper for me 
.to comment on.whether·their actions constitute a.breach of the 
licence. 

Yours faithfully 

'/ .. pt/ 
. O.K. Whitehouse 

, for Secretary for Transport 

. 'O'SPATC:~~J 
j 1. MAR 1980 

~ ~J/I# 
!71!'1~t7 

" 

.L 



Please Quote P.O. 80" 7 
Te Aroha 

R. W. Harr~.C. B.E. 
Chief Engineer HAURAKI .CATCHMENT 

and 

1/22/0 

BOARD In your reply 

J. M. Morrison, 
Secretary. 

REGIONAL WATER BOARD 
2/3/126000-131000 

Telephone .c8-099 

The Secretary for Transport, 
Ministry of Transport, 
Private Bag, 
WELLINGTON 

Attention: Mr G.K. Whitehouse 

Dear Sir, 

Telegraphic Address "Catchment" 

S9 WHITAKER STREET, 
TE AROHA 

25 March 1980 

REMOVAL OF SAND AT WHIRITOA 

Your letter 54/15/48 dated 20 February 1980 is acknowledged and has been 
placed before Board. Board resolved to support your Ministry. However, the 
matter is a complex one and it would seem to me that it would be desirable 
for us to discuss the matter and, if you have not been there in person, have 
a joint visit to the Beach. I would therefore be pleased if you were free to 
travel up here on a suitable mutually convenient early date. I understand 
that you are away from your office this week, but trust that it might be 
possible to corne to some arrangement early next week. 

LSH:CJK 

r 
-

fiLE 
~_~ . .f:e.

'n'tlIls:~~-:J 

Yours faithfully, 
R.W. Harris 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
AND CHIEF ENGINEER 

per •••• ~.~ ••••• 



Telephone: 8609 
Address ati Correspondence to 
the CouDty Clerk. 

In Your Reply Pie... Quote: 

MoWo PARKER 
YOUR REFERENCE: 54/15/48 File No. 

secretary for Transport, 
Ministry of Transport, 
~rivate Bag, 
WELLINGTON. 

Dear.Sir, 

ATTENTION: Mr Whitehouse 

RE: SAND EXTRACTION: WHIRITOA BEACH 

P.O. Box 17, 
Paeroa. 

In reply to your letter of 20 February 1980 I have to advise you that 
a meeting has'been arranged for 10 April 1980 in this office 
between representatives· of this Council and the'Hauraki Catchment 
Board>to discuss the McLean report. Attempts have been· made to have 
an earlier .. meeting but this has not been possible. 

I will let you know the outcome of this meeting in due course. 

Yours 

M.W. PARKER 
COUNTY CLERK 

u11y, 

fILE 

..l!r./ _~ .. j 2...-
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Ministry of Transport, 
Marine Division, 
WELLINGTON. 

Attention: Mr. Keith Whitehouse 

40 Kon Tiki Road 
Whiritoa. 

5 March 1980 

Subject1 Escalation of Sand Extraction - Whiritoa 

Dear Sir, 

Despite Dr. McLeans report upon the on and off-shore survey at 

the above beach the following events, today, took place. 

1. The Ohinemuri County Council had arranged for a meeting re the 

sand issue for Thursday 6 March. Residents rang the Council 

office for permission to be present at the meeting. I being 

one was told that it had been brought for~ard and they were at 

that moment~sitting. Clever don 1 t you think? Anyway the 

final message to me was·nothing definite would be decided today 

because they have not had yet a meeting with the Hauraki 

Catchment Board for their translation of the report". That 

must be very difficult; so the delay is for another month 

before the next meeting 1.4.80. 
2. Provincial Transport, the Company holding the Trustees Licence 

to extract sand, who have already exceeded their quota for the 

year did not send their men and machines in but 10 and behold 

another contractor turned up from Whangamata (Whyte Contracts . . 
Ltd) fully equipped with a massive front end loader and two 

lorries. I asked the manager of the firm (Mr. J.A. Whyte) if 

he had a licence to extract the sand, his reply was "no but he 

had been given permission by Provincial Transport to extract 

what he wanted", so eight lorry loads went out! 

I feel you must agree that sub contracting on the licence held 

must be illegal: alreadj the Deunhouwer family (residents) are laying 

in quantities of sand belonging to them for their own 

requirements. 
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Please, please can you help us to preseyve the coast line 

of this wonderful little beach? itA Closed Sedimentary System" 

Yours tr,ly, 

F.A. Levett 
Vice President, 
Whiritoa Ratepayers Association 
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T. Atoba 
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HAURAKI CATCHMENT 
i I.W.¥D .•. C.U. and 
~ .• ~ 

i. 

, . 
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REGIONAL WATEH BOARD 
Telephone SOlS (3 IInel) Teleg~phlc AddrN8 .. ~ .. 

• _ ,r", ~.~ ..... : • 

25 FEB 1980 

',: 

Dear Sir, 

'your letter dated .RD. :l. Po. (reference S~ / I~ / I.f.?) is acknow- .... 
ledged. I would advise:that it has been referred to the appropriate section '. 
for ~La:tz-~. ; '., 

ECB:CJM 

Yours faithfully, 
J.M. Morrison 
SECRETARY 

.,.~ . 

per;, .•• ~: •• ':., ...... 
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54/15/48 

20 F bru ry 1980 

Association 

ar Sir 

I have received your letters of 24 and 25 January 1980 
concernin the xtr etlan of and t Whirito Be ch. 

You mention that you had sent an rlier let er to th 
ministry to "Mch you bad not yet recei v d r ply. That 
1 tter nt to our uckland offie and th y dvised 
by this office of this mini trys invo v nt in thi tt r 
and advis d to r ply to you on 2 ugus t. ue and 
offie y ho ev r have b 11 und r th impr s ion that 
this offie had pli d direct to you; b that it Y 

apologise for not plying. 

s far a this ministry is 

.... DI A-f"!-~ 
; , ~ .1·\I\r,tiuI ,. 

~ ..... ~ 'nIt" "L: /~.c . __ ..... , , -2 1 FEB 1980 

, clYREC0~r~~ 
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As . you: are' "aware tbi~ 1s a' dUtlcUJ. t ~d oon~t1ous ma~j. :- . ' 
and- it ls' not desirable. to 1ridicate ~ exact naturG of: any . 

. ~' actlon,~s m1D1~ may ·take un~l1.W: have fJnallsed··.~ 
:, disoussions wi tl1 othe~ bodl.es.. .. : ... , : ~ '.';":.' .' '.. . ,; 

,'" ., , ,,', ' ;'.', "'. ',' ." I, ~ ...... ' • 

~', ,'. 

• 0 !, ',' 
, •• ' ,; 'f ...•• , 

, . 
'. , 0 

.' 
, " 

, " '. . " . ." 
" . " .. ', 

',,' . 
, ':. 

' .. -&;~ : 
, " ~. ' '. ' 

, ,;', .~. I, .' ~ .. ' : 
, ' 

,'.,' 

. ,. 
, , .. - . 

." .·O·.K~ Whitehouse . . . .".' '" ',;. : . 
for sec~tar.Y 1:o~ ~~', .. . ..::.: :,:... ." 

, '.' . 1v.ate Bag , .' .., '" 

'" 

.. . ' . 
',.. .., 

'. ~o.. 

: . , '.: .. ' . '" ·~e. Reglonal. seoretarY· " ........ , . 

. , AUCKLAND· . '. .' .:: ' 
, o. • ~'. '..,' ; . >,' '.. ~ :,' 

.: . 
'Attention: P •. ·~~laDan ........ , ' .. 

.... " 
~ p' .' 

',' . . . , 

,,,~' .. :. ,.,i?~" ;' .. 
. . ~ 

.. ' .. G.K. Wb1tehoUs~. 

, j' ~ 

i 
I, , ,~ 

,.,' 
, ", ' 

:. . 
" " ; 

" 

..~ " ~ 
',' 

. , .... ' 
, ".' 

o '.;. 

.,' . : . .'. ~ 

,'.. " " 
',. . 

, . ," :". .' , 

" 

, . :,,' " . 

.... , . 
,,' 

'.' .. ~ . 

.- . 

'.' 0, 
• t" • 

, .:," '. . . 
" '. . . 

" ,- . ,:. . '" . , .. ," 

.' , 

.' :' '. , .. , ... 
. -

, ,~ .. ". 
". : .: l; ,~ 

t • " 

,:.' 
, ' • 0 ,;':-. 

.: '" 

, .',-
" 

-: o. 0 ~ • • 

" " 

" .',', " 

. .' 

" , 

, , '\ ~." 

.,' ': .. -, 
" .', '. ' ," 

,'J •. ', ". 

.' 0 ., ' ... 

" .: 

• '. ,to 

" ~ 

" 

'. , 
,-.' 

,'.' . 
.,. 

'. . .', , ' 
" 

,.':,' ' 

" 

' . 

.J ,,;. 

.: : ... 

, 0, .' 

.' 
, , 

'. " 

, .' 

" 
0- " 

. '. 

'. 



54/15/48 

20 February 1980 

The Secretary 

;turaki Catchm nt Board 
P.O. Box 7 

AROliA. 

ar Mr orri on 

F AND AT 1HIRITO 

Thank you for t copy of the port on ihil1to ch, 
pr par d by Dr 1cLean, hich you s nt to the inistxy. For 
some time no the ministry has be n concerned that sand 
extr ctian t 1hiri toa may b having an und si~ ble ffect 
on th beach ho ver, we hav b n I' Iuc t to act until 
such tim s good technical avid nce existed to how that 
this s so. 

Und r section 244 of the Harbour ct 1950 it is an off nc 
to ov sand fro a beach or adj cent land d thout the 
cons nt of the Minister of Transport if there is a III ely
hood that such extraction will le d or is 11k ly to 1 ad 
to rosion. The present extraction operation at 1hirl to 
1 case in point d baa not b n cons nt d to by the 

n1st r. In vi W o£ the sizabl inv tm nt, the iliiri to 
ubdivls1on, t risk due to rosion it is unl1k ly t tb 

ister ould consent to long continued xt ctlon of 
in this • 

I would be plea d to kilo wh th r your b I'd would uppo 
thi ministry in any oves,~ y to have the xtraction 
operation t lliiritoa st pp d. 

Yours sinc r ly 

7JV1 .~_. ~.
~~ I 

sport 

. 
.. ' f' l\TCHcD 

2 1 FEB 1980 

'Y RECORD::; 



54/15/48 

20 February 1980 

/

The County Clerk 
Ohinemuri County Counc·1 
P.o. Box 17 
PABRO 

De r Sir 

SAl'ID EXTHACTIOl : mIRITO BEACH 

Th . nistry recently r cei v d a copy of the report on sand 
extraction at Writoa bach prepared by Dr R.E. I~cLean for 
the Hauraki Catchment Board. The report makes it clear that 
th present and extraction operatioll at Whirito could 
lead to ero ion of the beach, thus putting a large invest
ment, the '1hiritoa subdivision, at risk. 

The Ministry of Transport repres nts tb Crown as own r of 
the foreshore and s abed round w Zealand and administers 
this area through th Harbours Act 1950. ~ a land owner 

are cone rn d to see that nothing s don ibich could 
cause rosion of th foreshore and ther are powers in tIl 
Harbours ct to ell.Sure that this does not happen. The sec
tion of the act which is relevant to lhirltoa 1s section 244 
~hich makes it an offence to remove any aterial from an ar a 
adj cent to a b ach ~ithout the consent of th ~Unister of 
Transport if removals are liltely to 1 ad to erosion. 

Clearly in view of th data in th ~cLean report, if the 
minister did not giv his cons nt to the xtr etlon op ration 
at lhirl toa it ould have to cease. 

fore w take any action in this matter this ministry ould 
like the views of your council on whether the xtraction 
operations at lhiri to should be controll d. 

Yours faithfully 

" I ATCH,n 
2 1 FE B 1980 

by RECORDS 
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Please Quote 

2/3/126000-131000 I 
l. W. Horri. . B.E. HAURAKI CATCHMENT 

and 

BOA R D In your reply ;flief ["9,nee, 

J. M. Morrison. 
Secretory. 

/ . 

REGIONAL 
Telephone 48·099 

The Secretary for Transport, 
Ministry of Transport, 
Private Bag, 
WELLINGTON 

Dear Sir, 

BOARD 

ref. your 54/15/48 
dated 9.5.79 

"Catchment" 

59 WH ITAKER STREET. 
TE AROHA 

14 February 1980 

WHIRITOA BEACH REPORT 

I have to advise that the above report, produced by Dr R. F. McLean on 
Board ' s commission, was presented to Board at its last meeting, and 
adopted. I enclose a copy for your information. 

~-:l ~-

... " 

LSH : CJK 
f\ It. 

,'1 11 """ / .......... ./ .......... .. 

Yours faithfully, 
J.M . Morrison 
SECRETARY 

diu per • ... . .. •. ........ • . •• ... • • •• 
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Mr Keith whitehouse, 
Harbours & Foreshore section, 
Ministry of Transport, 
Private Bag, 
WELLINGTON. 

Dear Sir, 

Whiritoa Ratepayers Assn 
P.O. Box 3266 
AUCKLAND 

25 January 1980 

~nclosed please find a copy sent to us by the Commission for the Environment 
re the sandmining at Whiritoa Beach. 

Please can you indicate what action the Ministry of Transport will be taking 
now the McLean report is completed (Dec 1979). Our Association is vitally 
concerned and we would appreciate your co-operation on this matter. 

Yours faithfully, 

M.J. MacAroy 
PRESIDENT 

Enc. 
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19 June 1979 

Mr M P Cooke 
32 Browns Avenue 

. Paparanga 
AUCKLAND 

Dear Mr Cooke 

I am sorry that it has taken so long to follow up your letter 
of 30 October concerning: 

(a) the effects of sand extraction on LJhiritoa Beach; 

(b) the role of the Commission for the Environment; and 

(c) how local residents may help in investigations that 
may be warranted. 

The present position is that the Trustees of the land have 
recently executed a deed, granting rights to Provincial Transport 
Limited to remove up to 4,317 cubic metres of sand per year 
for a period of 3 years from 1 April 1979. This sand has such 
specialised uses as sand blasting. 

A number of local residents wrote to the Minister for the 
Environment about the removal of sand at Whiritoa Beach. I 
enclose a copy of the Minister's reply for your information. 
Following these enquiries the Commission for the Environment 
contacted the trustees for the owners of the land, the Ministry 
of Transport, the Hauraki Catchment Board and the Ohinemuri 
County Council. I shall review the information gathered 
through these enquiries. 

(a) Effects of Sand Extraction at LJhiritoa Beach 

At the heart of the issue is the question whether Whiritoa Beach 
sand system is open or closed. A beach, which receives 
or no "new" sand from offshore, rivers, cliffs or other 
is described as a closed sand system. In a closed sys 
quantity of sand within the oeach and off-shore rem ins ~ons-cant, 
although the quantity present in the major parts of and systerJ_' 
the fr~ntal dune, the beach, an~ of f -shore, is,highl va~~p~l~; 
depending on the type and severlty of wave actlon. H WffQer, If . __ 
sand is removed from the beach or f oreduno which. is p rt qC ... t.i::l-e'-_ .... 
active sand system by stormy condi f i.ons or s(]nri Dxtroc \i'Y;\4\~" e 

/2 .. 
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foredune and beach are likely t r; erode. On a beach which receives 
the sand from other areas, an open sand system, the likelihood of 
erosion is lessened if the al.lOunt of sand removed by sand 
extxaction and leaving the system is less than the amount of 
sand entering the system. 

If the Whiritoa Beach system is a closed system or has only 
small quantities of sand entering it, in insufficient quantities 
to replace the sand which is being removed by sand mining, as 
suggested by Mr Max Christopherson of the University of Waikato 
in his unpublished 1977 M.Sc thesis in Earth Sciences entitled 

"The Effect of Sand Mining on the Erosion Potential 
of Whiritoa Beach", 

it is possible that sand mining could be causing or enhancing 
erosion of the frontal dune. Consequently the Hauraki Catchment 
Board asked Or Roger McLean, of the Geography Department, 
University of Auckland, to prepare a report to examine 
Christopherson's contention that the Whiritoa Beach sand system 
is partially or possibly a completely closed system. Dr McLean's 
study is almost complete. There are several further sand 
samples to be analysed which were obtained from the beach and 
off-shore -from Whiritoa which require a mineralogical examination 
to determine their source. 

(b) The Role of the Commission for the Environment 

I enclose copies of our annual reports since our inception in 
1972. These reports show the scope of the work the Commission 
is involved in. It must be understood that the Commission for 
the Environment has no executive authority (namely, an Act of 
Parliament) but works through other local authorities and 
govornment agencies. In this case the executive agency involved 
is the Ministry of Transport, who issue licences to extract 
sand from Whiritoa Beach. Hgnce the Commission cannot authorise 
any study or investigation although through other government 
departments and local bodies it may initiate and complete studies 
itself or encourage other bodies or indivi~uals to carry out 
the study. 

(c) How could Local Residents help in investigations 
that may be warranted? 

Local residents could be of assistance in a variety of ways, 
especially if a long-term monitoring programme is adopted by the 
Hauraki Catchment Board and Ohinemuri County Council. If local 
residents are willing to offer such assistance they should 
contact the Hauraki Catchment Board or the Ohinemuri County 
Council who are likely to coordinate these studies nsul-
tation with Dr McLean of the University of Au ~~or a student 
of either Or McLean's or Dr Terry Healy of ~~ences 
University of Waikato. 

/3 .. 
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Possible Future Action 
, 

Once the type of sand system is determined, the effects of 
sand extraction on Whiritoa. Beach can be re-evaluated by the 
Ministry of Transport. If sand mining is found to be detri
mental to Whir~toa Beach, the Ministry of Transport can stop 
the removal of sand under the Harbours Act 1950. 

Another possible course of action is that the Ohinemuri County 
Council could take legal action against the Trust under the 
Town and Country Planning Act 1977, if sand mining was found 
to be detrimental to 

"the preservation of the natural character of the 
coastal environment and the margins of lakes and 
rivers and the protection of them from unnecessary 
subdivision and deVelopment". 

\ > LZ2 _it<=*"c:c"" •.• g; ............ run: ............ ,. ...... -=== .. s:'E_,._.,~_ ..... '.."._f,.,.,fWl4..,... ..... Ui ... 3 ....... 'W""+J ..... __ ...... a .... _""'-O .. ·~~ ..... 

I have sent a copy of this letter to the Ministry of Transport 
and have asked them to advise you of their action taken when 
they have received Or Mclean'S report. 

-------~------------------~=-.~----~----~--~~ 
__ """"'_ ............ __ .. =;;, .... " .. ~"' __ .tClC.7Ur~..c ...... • 4 ...... • ~ 

I hope this information furthers your understanding of the 
situation at Whiritoa. 

Yours sincerely 

}:t1V 1l~!t' 
Ken Murray 
for Commissioner for the Environment 

Enc. 



Mr Keith Whitehouse, 
Harbours & Foreshore Section, 
Ministry of Transport, 
Private Bag, 
WELLINGTON. 

Dear Sir, 

Whiritoa Ratepayers Assn, 
P.O. Box 3266, 
AUCKLAND. 

24 January 1980 

~Enclosed is a copy of a letter sent by us dated 8 July 1979. Please can 
we have a reply, as one has not been received yet. 

Further to this letter, please can you answer these queries:-

a) The expiry date for the current licence to mine Whangamata Block 6B3B2. 

b) Is this renewed on an annual basis? 

c) To whom is it issued? 

d) How long (approx) has sand been mined from the present site at the south 
end of Whiritoa Beach? 

e) What quantities were permitted to be eXtracted over the 1970-79 period? 

f) Has sand mining taken place at the north end of Whiritoa Beach? If so, 
when and by whom? 

g) What responsibility does the Ministry of Transport have in monitoring 
the quantities extracted? 

h) Is the Ministry of Transport responsible for either the erection of the 
concrete posts denoting the 2 chain seaward limit of the sandmine at 
Whiritoa since most posts have disappeared? 

We would appreciate an early clarification of these points. 

Yours faithfully, 

P..'},'O.~ 
M.J. MacAroy, 
PRESIDENT 

Enc. 

..... 
I ..... 

I 
.......... .. ..... 

....... fA 



Fla~ 3. 6 Evelyn Rd, 
Howl e\{, 

Allc;~lnnd • 
8 t 11 ,] u 1 y " ~ 79 • 

'J'he Chief. OfficCl'. 

Mad ne D1 vi s10n. , 

Dear Sir, 
I •• am Vlr1 ting on llChulf of the Whiri toa Beach 

Ratepsyers Association. 

1 read w1 th much inter-edt sn article 1n the"Aucl{land ~rn 

(Weoneaday July 4th.) describing the curbing of 68ndmining 

on beache 6 and offshore) by your Mini strY:I due to erosion problems. 
You mey or maynot be EH.are that ratepayers at V'lhiritoa Beach 

( 1'6 kID north of Walhi). have for' many years been very concerned 
about continuing large scale Band mining at their beach, by 

Provincjal Transport Ltd. The nand mining is carried out within 

100 metres of housing at the beach. 

In the last year very severe erosion of the foredunes occured 

and Wo believe the con ti ;~ ue d snnd mini ng i D no t allowing 8 

natural rocovery of the b\.,;8Ch system. 

Mr Ch!'is tophe rson of Waiks to Uni ve roi t. y p unde r the Gupervi Bion 

of Dr Healy, did a otudy on Whirltoa Beach, and concluded 

that the beach was (l "closed system" nnd th3 t continued sand 

mining \'fould lead to bna.ch erosion nnd loss of property. 

Dr Healy deBcrlbed the nand mining here as e "ocrio""s Cl3se"o 

\~ Bay of Plenty Time 0" 30/7/77) 
Ratepayers of \'{hiri too arc so concerned ubont the continued.', 

sand mining, they haDe e~gaged a Dol1citor at considerable 

expenee to try to atop this activity. ~any ratepayers have infact 

threatened to ~lthhold rates from the Ohinemuri County Council 

until the activity is otopped. As ratepayers \'1e have received 

no nssiotance from the Ohinemuri County Cou ncil. 

At present Dr McLean of Auckland Unive rsity is doing a study 

on the eroDion problem at Wh iritoa for the Hauraki Catchment Board r 

Tne Ratepayers ASSODiation is very concerned to learn that a 

,l11c~nce to remove Band from the beach haD just been extended 

for a further 3 years even though the study of the beach by 

the 1~r..urak1 Catchment Board has not been co:nple ted yet. 

We 
solve 

power 

this problem, as it appears that the Marine Dept. hua the 
J 

to 1 ;i Bue and revoke oandmirnng Ii eenscs. ~'fI1t !Iv ' 
, Yours fai thfully, / ' r/:fJ1! , "Ll" 

M.J .~~ac Avoy, Iflat , v--v-
President W.R.A. 
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2/3/126000-131000 
1/22/0 

Pleaae Quote 

as above 

P.O. Box 7 _____ 

Te Aroho • 

R. W. Horri .. C. 8.E. HAURAKI CATCHMENT 
and 

BOARD Chief Engineer 

J. M. Morrison, 
s.cretory. 

In your reply 

. REGIONAL WATER BOARD 
Telephone 48-099 

Secretary for Transpor 
Ministry of Transport, 
Private Bag, 
WELLINGTON. 

ATTENTION: Mrs J.M. Miller 

Dear Madam, 
,.. 

Telegraphic Address "Catchment"' 

11 January 1980 

59 WHITAKER STREET, 
TE AROHA 

SAND EXTRACTION - WHIRITOA BEACH 

A report by Dr R MacLean regarding the nature and characteristics of 
Whiritoa Beach will be received and considered by the Board at its February 
meeting ( Thursday 7th to be precise). I would presurr.e that a determination 
of the effects of sand extraction and a copy of the relevant report will be 
available following this meeting. 

DHS:WJVM 

BRING-UP 

.r2.L/_;),.. .. j..8.Q 

Yours faithfully, 
R.W. Harris 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
AND CHIEF ENGINEER 

per ••• ~.: ••••••• 
D.H. Smith 
Design Engineer 

f\lE 

........... / ............ / .......•.... 



P.O. Box 1 
Te Arolla 

J. M. Momeon. 

Secretary. e HAURAKI BOARD 
\#;'fR6 -13/ I 

In your repI, 

R. w. HarTl' D.S.C. B.E. 
Chief Engl_ 

CATCHMENT 
and 

REGIONAL WATER BOARD 
Telephone 50S (3 line,) Telegraphic Addrwa .. ~ .. 

Dear Sir, 

Your letter dated 3. 12.79 is acknow-
ledged. I would advise that it has been referred to the appropriate section 

for ~. 

ECB:CJM 
InltlalS:.~ ........ . 

Yours faithfully, 
J.H. Morrison 
SECRETARY 

per ••..• ~: .••.•• : . 

J 
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, 54/15/48 
, De'cember '1979 

, . ,-.. 
- ~ ~. 

, -. ". 

,The Engineer. " " 
Ha 'Catchment Board 
P .Box7' 

ARORA· 

,])ear Sir [ , 

SAND EriRACTION ,.. WHIRITOA BEACH 
, ' , 

, , , 
- . ~ . ' 

FUrther to your 'letter of 28 June '1979, ,your reference': 2/3/126000.:-
131000, pl~ase adVise when you expect to be 1n a position to let, 
us know the "resul ta, of the surv~y of Wh1rl toa Beach. ' We hav~ 

, received fUrther ~presentatlons from the patepayers'!ssoclatlon 
expressing great concern at the continued extraction ot sand 
from 'thebe~ch. ' . ',' 

As we', wish to determ1n8:/'~' as soon 'as possible 'the effects of, sand 
extraotlon iii the area;'-we will appreciate an' early reply. , 

Yours tat thfUl.l.y 

J .M. Milleri Mrs ,.', " 
tor Secretary tor, TranSPOrt " 

" .' 

.' 

, B~J~~,G.U~~ , 

.-§.-/~/;n 

'x' 
'V~ 

, " .' -.-

'DISPATCH£D 

040£C1919 t . " 
" by RECORDS.&!- ' .'. , 

'- ',: " 

", f\ lE,' 

/ -... ./ ..... ~ .. ,: .. . ............ ...... -' .... . 

\ ' 
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'j1"'(}:':\ he Region~l' Secretary 
, Private Bag , 

AUCRLAND , ' 

Attention: ~. Spackman 

SAND ~VALS' I WIIIRI',1'OA' 

54/15/48 

54/14/7 

Bead Office, 

2 August 1979, 

, Your memorana. of 23 July I attaeb~d a letter from' the Whiri tea ' 
Ratepe.yer$ Association. The saDd ',r.oval, operation which : 1,s the 
cause ,of ~er~,~payers concern is conducted above mean hig~ water 
under a'11cebce under 'the Maori'Affai~s Act 1953. The extractors 
(lbrk. the licence by digging a ~~e'hole whioh is then ',fi'lled up , 
by sand 'pushed, int.o ,it during storms. ' , ' 

At the pns~nt. t.ime~e u..urak!' catchpl~t Board ~e using 
Dr R.,L. HoLeall' of AueJcland 'Universl,ty to.iprepare ,.':&'eport, on .. the 

,extraction: operation. In particular ,Dr McLean ,is investigating 
,whetberor not '~e ,~1ritQ,a,'Bea9h' is a ,clos~d sand system., If the 
beach is a QlOsed' sYstem then ,:si.hd extraCtion Could we~l c!ecrease 
the sed!JD.ei1t.supply lo~cling to' fi~'o~ton~ :"You'might 'like to 'contact 
Dr McLe@ :to' see, when bis :report is to be ,presented to the Board. 

, " " -, , 

It \lTou;Ld be possible,' if the area' is ~r1:' of a ·clos~d sand, system
to use' section 244 of the, B~rbQ~~ A,ct tp: ~~p 'or lim1. t ,the 
ext:r,ac;:tion. -However, it is" probably wls~"1:o .'keepthe poBslJ:)illty 
fairly, quiet as, I believe, thlswhole problem could very easily 
get, into the political area. 

It WOUld, probably be 'best for: yo~ to write· to . the Ratepayers , 
Associab1on and's,"y that. (1) ''we do not ,is~ue this licence and 
that the Auckl~d S~r article' was only:·, ,"fert~n.9 to ,those' licences 
issued by this Minietry~ (2) we are :J:lOwever ,a'4$ting .,the results 
from,investigation into the p~blems at Wb:iritoa and when ,we receive· 
these we will., see wbat action, if any I the' Ministry,: c~ take ~ 

. . . . 

. 
G.K. Whitehouse 
for seoreta1'Y for Transport 

If you have- any· queries' on this problem please do not hesitate to _' 
contact 'me. 'V ' _________ 

)3 t( I s:-I/p/)! ~ .' 1 A " , 

.1··1~, ,. j/~' 
: > DISPATCHED" /',;i ~ ~.I"£ 

~/ ,.~ 
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Flat 3, 6 ~~olyd Rd, 
Bowick, 

Auckland. 
8th' July 19/9 .. 

The Chie.f\. Officer, 

Marine Division. 

Dear Sir, 
L .am writing on behalf of the Whiritoa. Beach 

Ratepayers Association. 
I read Vii th much interest an 'article in the" Auckland S/ar" 

(Wednesday July 4th.) describing the curbing of sandmining 
on beaches and offshore)bY your Ministry. due to erosion problems. 

You mayor maynot be aware that ratepayers at Whiritoa Beach 
( 116 km north of Waihi), have ·for many yeaI's been very concerned 
about continuing large scale sand mining at their beach, by 

Provincial Transport Ltd. The sand mining is carried out within 
100 metres of housing at the beach. 

In the last year very severe erosion of the fOl'edunes ()ccured 
and we believe the continued sand mining is not allowing a 

natural recover'y of the beach system. 
Mr Christopherson of Waikato University., under the supervision 

of Dr Healy, did a study on Whiritoa Beach, and concluded 

that the beach was a "closed system ll and that continued. sand 
mining would lead to beach erosion and loss of property. 

" Dr Healy described the sand mining her'e as a It seri0,J3 case",. 

'tBsy of Plenty Times" 30/7/77) 
, , 

Ratepayers of Whiri toa are so concerned. about the continuEd. .. ', 
sand mining, they have engaged a solicitor at considerable 

expense to try to stop this activity. Many ratepayers have infact 

threatened to withhold rates from the Ohinemuri County Council 
until the activity is stopped. As ratepayers we have received 
no assistance from the Ohinemuri County Council~ 

At present Dr Mclean of Auckland Uni vel'si ty is doing a study 
on the erosion problem at Whiritoa for the Hauraki Catchment Board-r 

The Ratepayers Asso~iation is very concerned to learn that a 
,\licence to remoye sand from the beach has just been extended 
for a further 3 years even though the s'cudy of the , beach by 
the Hauraki Catchment Board has not been completed yet. 

We have pleaded wi th, poli ticians, the Catchment Boar'd, the 
Ohinemuri County Council, and Ministries of Enviro~ment and vYorks, 
for at least J years, to stop the sand mining. without any 

8UC~ 0 da e. ' ~, 
We would b very grateful-.tf your department could help to 

ao.lY~ , thlg'-llr blelI!s as it appc:!1' s that t he Marine Dept. has the 

power to issue\ and revoke sar..drr.ining licensesjfoj;' . , ~fIa It 
L Yours f'ai th,f'ully, 1/}711 q . ~ / 

.1.. • ... sc . .ilVO::; ~ • • jI ' 1/ ~ PJ F ' • U~p J~1 

Pre sl.den·t W .R.A." I ~ 



P.O. Box 7 
T. Aroha 

Please Quote 

R. w. el D.S.C. B.E. 
Chief EngIneer HAURAKI CATCHMENT 

2/3/126000-131000 

BOA R D In ~OIJr reply 

J. M. Morrison, 
Secrelory. and 

REGIONAL WATER BOARD 

T alaphona .(8-099 TelegraphIc Address "Catchment" 

The Secretary for Transport 9 
Ministry of Transport, 
Private Bag, 
WELLINGTON 1 

Attention: Mr G.K. Whitehouse 

Dear Sir, 

59 WHITAKER smEET. 
TE AROHA 

28 June 1979 

SAND EXTRACTION - WHIRITOA BEACH 

With reference to your letter 54/15/48 of 9 May 1979. 

A survey of Whiritoa Beach involving offshore sampling and sounding 
was completed at the end of May 1979. The data is at present being 
collated and the samples are being analysed for grain size distribution, 
mineralogy etc. ~hen the results of this analysis are completed the 
determination of the closed or open nature of the beach supply system wil~~. 
hopefull~ be somewhat clea.rer. I shall be pleased to advise you of the 
results of the recent survey when they become available. ,.;t,!' 

ODP:CJK 

j":' 

Yours faithfully, 
R.W. Harris 
CHbEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
AND CHIEF ENGINEER 

FI LE 

-/-_ ...... / .......... .. 

Inltlals: ...... _._ .... _· __ .. _--



54/15/48 

9 May 1979 

, -4'e Chief ·Engineer·· 
~:~raki Catchment Board 

P.O. Box 7 
TB ARODA ' 

Dear Sir 

, . 

SAND EXTRA~ION AT WBIRlTOA BEACH 
l 

J L· 

Recently this Ministry has had discussions with the Comm1ssion 
for the Environment concerning the effect of sand extractions at 
Whiritoa Beach. The area from which sand is extracted is above 
the area administered by this Ministry. However, the Ministry is 
interested in any sand extraction operations immediately adjacent 
to the coast which may interfere with the coastal sand system. 

Following our discussions with the Commission for the Environment 
I wrote to the University of Waikato seeking further information 
about the nature of the sand system within the area. Although 
th~ university was able to provide us with some background infor
mation on sediment movement in the area they referred us to you 
as" they feel that you are more fully informed of the overall 
implications of sand extraction etc in the area. 

I would be pleased to receive your comments on the san~ extraction 
operations at Whiritoa Beach. The Ministry is concerned that 
sand e~traction from this area may be taking .sand.from what is 
essentially a closed sand systelll', and in so doing enhance the 
likelihood of erosion. I would be pleased to receive your comments 
in due course. 

Yours faithfully 

~ 
G.K. Whitehouse 
for Secretary for Transport ~ 



cc: The Secretary of Transport 
Ministry of Transport 
Private Bag 
WELLINGTON 

Attn Kei ~h Whitehouse 

Please advise Mr Cooke of your action on this matter 
after you have received Dr McLean's report. 

cc: Hauraki Catchment Board 
POBox 7 
TE AROHA 

I enclose a copy of a letter from a resident of 
Whiritoa Beach. Please could you keep me informed 
on the progress of the investigations at Whiritoa. 

cc: Ohinemuri County Council 
POBox 17 
PAEROA 

I enclose a copy of a letter from a resident of 
Whiritoa Beach. Please could you keep me informed 
on the progress of the investigations at Whiritoa. 

cc: Mr Alan Willoughby 
Earth Sciences 
University of Waikato 
HAMILTON 

for your inform~tionll B t!E 

Init;als:_ ..... ~~ __ _ 

~~ 
Ken Murray 
for Commissioner for the Environment 

19 June 1979 

S"Lr! /S I ~ 
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-I ollltnission for· tl'le EnvironIl1en 
Fcltex II()llS~, Sturdcc Strect',vVellington. 

P.O. BOA 11-2--1.1, 
\ i\TeI 1 i ngton, 

}()tlr ref: 

Our IcI': NRS 5/5C 

New Zealand. 
'lelc}Jhone: BcI9-~),),) 

19 June 1979 

f1r M P Cooke 
32 Browns Avenue 
Paparanga 
AUCKLAND 

Dear Mr Cooke 

I am sorry that it has taken so long to follow up your letter 
of 30 October concerning: 

(a) the effects of sand extraction on Whiritoa Beach; 

(b) the role of the Commission for the Environment; and 

(c) how local residents may help in investigations that 
may be warranted. 

The present position is that the Trustees of the land have 
recently executed a deed, granting rights to Provincial Transport 
Limited to remove up to 4,317 cubic metres of sand per year 
for a period of 3 years from 1 April 1979. This sand has such 
specialised uses as sand blasting. 

A number of local residents wrote to the Minister for the 
Environment about the removal of sand at Whiritoa Beach. I 
enclose a copy of the Minister's reply for your information. 
following these enquiries the Commission for the Environment 
contacted the trustees for the owners of the land, the Ministry 
of Transport, the Hauraki Catchment Board and the Ohinemuri 
County Council. I shall review the information gathered 
through these enquiries. - ' 

(a) Effects of Sand Extraction at Whiritoa Beach 

At the heart of the issue is the question whether Whiritoa Beach 
open or closed. A beach, which receives little 

nd from offshore, rivers, cliffs or other beaches, 
s a closed sand system. In a closed system the 
nd within the beach and off-shore remains constant, 
uantity present in the major parts of sand system, 
ne, the beach, and off-shore, is highly variable, 
he type and severity of wave action. However, if 

~s~a~n~~~~~~d from the beach or foredune which is part of the 
active sand system by stormy conditions or sand extraction, the 

/2 •• 
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foredune and beach are likely to erode. On a beach which receives 
the sand from other areas, an open sand system, the likelihood of 
erosion is lessened if the a~ount of sand removed by sand 
extraction and leaving the system is less than the amount of 
sand entering the system. 

If the Whiritoa Beach system is a closed system or has only 
small quantities of sand entering it, in insufficient quantities 
to replace the sand which is being removed by sand mining, as 
suggested by Mr Max Christopherson of the University of Waikato 
in his unpublished 1977 M.Sc thesis in Earth Sciences entitled 

"The Effect of Sand Mining on the Erosion Potential 
of Whiritoa Beach", 

it is possible that sand mining could be causing or enhancing 
erosion of the frontal dune. Consequently the Hauraki Catchment 
Board asked Dr Roger McLean, of the Geography Department, 
University of Auckland, to prepare a report to examine 
Christopherson's contention that the Whiritoa Beach sand system 
is partially or possibly a completely closed system. Dr McLean's 
study is almost complete. There are several further sand 
samples to be analysed which were obtained from the beach and 
off-shore from Whiritoa which require a mineralogical examination 
to determine their source. 

(b) The Role of the Commission for the Environment 

I enclose copies of our annual reports since our 'inception in 
1972. These reports show the scope of the work the Commission 
is involved in. It must be understood that the Commission for 
the Environment has no executive authority (namely, an Act of 
Parliament) but works through other local authorities and 
government agencies. In this case the executive agency involved 
is the Ministry of Transport, who issue licences to extract 
sand from Whiritoa Beach. Hsnce the Commission cannot authorise 
any study or investigation although through other government 
departments and local bodies it may initiate and complete studies 
itself or encourage other bodies or individuals to carry out 
the study. 

(c) How could Local Residents help in investigations 
that may be warranted? 

local residents could be of assistance in a variety of ways, 
especially if a long-term monitoring programme is adopted by the 
Hauraki Catchment Board and Dhinemuri County Council. If local 
residents are willing to offer such assistance they should 
contact the Hauraki Catchment Board or the Ohinemuri County 
Council who are likely to coordinate these studies, in consul
tation with Dr McLean of the University of Auckland or a student 

er Dr McLean's or Dr Terry Healy of Earth Sciences, 
Waikato. 

/3 •• 
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I 3. 

I 
Possible Future Action 

Once the type of sand system is determined, the effects of 
sand extraction on Whiritoa Beach can be re-evaluated by the 
Ministry of Transport. If sand mining is found to be detri
mental to Whiritoa Beach, the Ministry of Transport can stop 
the removal of sand under the Harbours Act 1950. 

Another possible course of action is that the Ohinemuri County 
Council could take legal action against the Trust under the 
Town and Country Planning Act 1977, if sand mining was found 
to be detrimental to 

"the preservation of the natural character of the 
coastal environment and the margins of lakes and 
rivers and the protection of them from unnecessary 
subdivisioh and development". 

I have sent a copy of this letter to the Ministry of Transport 
and have asked them to advise you of their action taken when 
they have received Dr McLean's report. 

I hope this information furthers your understanding of the 
situation at Whiritoa. 

Yours sincerely 

Ken Murray 
for Commissioner for the Environment I 

Enc. 

~. 
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Ministry of Transport, 
Private Bag, 
WELLINGTON, 1. 

~ Mr G.K. Whitehouse 

Dear Sir, 

C/o Earth Sciences Department, 
University of Waikato, 
Private Bag, 
Hamilton. 
24 March, 1979. 

With reference to your letter of 16 March requesting information regard
ing sand mining at Wh!ritoa Beach, I can provide you with the following: 

1. A M.Sc. thesis was presented to the University of Waikato by Mr M.J~ 
Christopherson, and two copies of this currently reside in the University 
Library. The thesis contains observations and measurements of! several 
beach transects ov~r ~ period of approximately one year. Beach sediments 
are analysed, but rio qffs~ore sampling or echosotinding was performed. 

, .~ 

2. In January 1979 a survey was done of all major beaches on the East 
coast of the Coromandel Peninsula, and this included Whiritoa beach. 
Two sites were established at which the beach cross profiles were survey
ed, and across which future surveys can be done. Dune, berm and swash 
platform sediment samples were taken and analysed for textural and bulk 
X-Ray Diffraction parameters. In addition, offshore profiles were echo
sounded off these transects, and an offshore sample was taken for analysis 
as above. 

Tentative results of this survey indicate that all beach sediment samples 
have a primary modal size range of from 1.0 to 1.5 ~, whilst the offshore 
sample, taken approximately 600m offshore, has a primary modal size of 
2.75¢. Less than 1% of the offshore sample is of It he 1 to 1.5¢ size 
range~ and, with the exception of the northern dune sample, less than 
3% of the land samples occur in the 2.75P size. The northern dune sample 
is bimodal, having a secondary mode of 10% in the 2.75~ size. 

From ,this data alone it would appear that either the beach is a closed 
system, and the offshore sample was taken from beyond the limit of beach 
processes at that time, or that sand is preferentiqlly sorted into two 
modal groups. , ')1' 

',I 

3. Dr Roger McLean, Geography Department, University of Auckland,is 
involved to some extent in'beach erosion and sand mining at Whiritoa, 
in the absence overseas of Dr Terry Healy of University of Waikato. 
I have made available to him'all the data so far obtained for Whiritoa 
Beach, and he is unconvinced,that the beach is a closed system, pointing 
out that more offshore work is needed before this' conclusion" can be any 
more than tentative. When last I had contact with him he was intending 
to approach Hauraki Catchment Board regarding the possibility of conducting 
further field work at Whiritoa, and in particular in the area of offshore 
sampling and analysis. : I 

4. The Hauraki Catchment Boar4 have been responsible for the financing 
of the Coromandel Coastal Survey previously mentioned, and have draft 
copies of much f the data so far processed. They are nO'doubt more fully 

FILE 



informed about the overall implications of the various data so far collect
ed, and probably also realise the necessity for more data collection in 
the near future. Mr Roger Harris, Chief Engineer, or Mr Roger Dewhurst 
should be able to assist you further. 

I trust that this information is of use to you, and should I be able to be 
of any further assistance please do not hesitate to contact either myself 
or the University. 

Yours faithfully, 

1M LC 
ul.~ V ~illOUghbY 
Field Leader 
Coromandel Coastal Survey. 

f llE. 

." ... S1 __ I_1 L!-
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54/15/48 

16 March 1979 

A.e Secretary 
Earth Sciences Department 
Waikato University 
HAMILTON 

Dear Sir 

Slu'm EXTRACTIm~: WliIRITOA BE2\CH 

Over the last few months there have been several public 
outcrys about the continuing extraction of sand from an 
area adjacent to the southern end of ~vhiritoa Beach. 
I understand several students and members of your Depart
ment have undertaken research work in th:i.s area and \omuld 
be pleased to receive copies of any papers that have been 
written dealing with the nature of the sediment systems 
within Whiritoa Bay. 

If I could obtain some information \'lhich showed that the 
Hhiritoa Beach was essentially a closed sand system this 
Ministry could make a good ca.se under Section 244 of the 
Harbours Act 1950 for stopping the sand extractions at 
~'Jhiritoa Beach. 

I look forward to receiving any information you can provide 
in due course. 

Yours faithfully 

G.R. Whitehouse 
for Se re 

v 
..... ~ ... / ... ~. I .. ~ .... ~ 

tnJei b: .. ~.~ 
...... . ............... ....... 

DtPATCHEJ 

16 MAR 1979 
by RECORDS 



-, 
.... ........._-- --~------..... - ....... _--- -- ~~. 

@. 
CA:lV 

~ .' 
> ~ -

Our ref: NRS 5/5 

S November 1978 t "".": •. , ",~,::,t 

Mr J I Hal/art 
MACaw, Smith & Arcus 
NZI Building 
Garden Place 
HArHLTON 

Dear ~'r HOHart 

I have had r efarrBd to me from the Minister for the Environment 
soma letters about beach erosion at Whiritoa Beach. . The people 
who have Yritten to the Min18te~ ara concerned that sand extraction 
at Whiritoa Beach is a contributing. If not a major, factor to the 
erosion problem there . 

I have been informed that yOU are one of the t~ustees for thi~ 
block of Maori land and I believe that it is the trustees who have 
issued the licence f ar sand extraction at Whiritoa Beach o I would 
like to find out what the terms of this licence are and it ~ould 
be of grea t assistance to me if you cculd answer the rolleuing 
questions: >'. \ • . '\ " ~') "._ . b \\~~'-: \ I-;:-...~, \" 1..\d \" \\'h"' .") W t-, ~\ l'" "'0) ."- .... , ~....... . ..... ~l.. v.> ' '. ' IA > . 

\ . 
1~ To whom ya~ the licence issued ~nd for what period? / _ 
2. t,lhera i8 the e)~tl'action site located - particularly tJith~\ 

reference to tho high \Jater level of spring tides? .------J 
3. lJhat quantity of sand may be removed and at \oihat rate of ./ 

extraction? 
4. What conditions uera imposed on the licence - in particular ~ 

those covering 8nvi~onmental aspe~ts such as rehabilitation 
and also sequential or peripheral damage? In an earlier 
licence for Sand extraction at Whiritoa Beach a condition 
~as attGched yhich pe~mitted the controlling authority to 
terminate the licenco 1f the sand extraction yas prejudicial 
to coastal stability 1n this area o 

the light of the erosion which occurred during a severe 
~rm July has thaI'S been any reassessment of the tarm3 V 

o this licence? 
... "l.zc 
6~ ···· ... ~tti.7y gencies t If any,. are nor.mally contacted by the tl'Us.te6s 

h7/e:" ",hen-·· t ey ar-e considering issuing a licence for sand extraction j 
• j~ ... at th s local! ty? . .......... 

j 
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I would be grateful if you could 8and a copy of the current licence 
with your reply. 

Yours S!nc8r9l~ . 

C Almond 
for Commissioner for the Environment 

fILE -, 
i--? . . --/_.£ . .;.?L.. '. 
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1 HARRISVILLE ROAD 

TUAKAU 

TANT CONCRETE SILICA SAND BLASTING SANDS INDUSTRIAL AGGREGATES 
~~~~--------------------------------------------------~~~~~~~~~~----~ 

15th. Augus t 713 
Cba 1rme.n, 

~1nemuri County Council, 
.. Box 17, 
roa . 

I> .. a r Sir, 
Concerning :an article published in last weeks Herald refer:i.ng 

W t he exposure of rocks at ~~hiri toa beach that have not been seen for 
~tlj' years, 

Has it occurred to any one this could be a direct result of' 
ti~e buffer zone formed by a build up of sand directly in front of the 
,it.. caused by the marker posts being moved further back from the high 
.~ te r mark thus preventing the same sand being washe6. ilJtO the pi t by 
L~ gh tidal action. 

It is m.Y cun tentioll tas t intelligent cOlltrollt:u rdlloval of 
~nd would benifi t the beach fruntage and in turn tlle residel!ts who it 
: . ~e ars are responsible for the re turn of the sand that is blown or 
~o.he d onto their proper·t;y . Is the J?orest service restcil lsible for tbe 

N.c:.oval of the sand build up on their properties orf both the east and 
\!9 t coasts? 

If the contractor removing the sand were to back blade the 
I ce at. the end of each working day to resture the natural contour to 
1. beach as is done at Papamoa and other places the sand nuisance 
"u1d be reduc,ed. No doubt you are aware that several tidal estuarya 

Cl""-. being blocked by tidal action including the mouth of the Whaka tane 
~lvc r, which prevented the harbour f'rom be5.ng ll.scd s,nd caused the 
IN.a1 body undue expense. 

Our COffilJany has developeci the sand from ',whirl toa for Industrial 
~rpo8es over a perioQ of thirtecD years before ar~ sub division had 

V ~n place and!. the urliql.le grain {fedian and resor!abl~ l.1.ig11. sili (;a 
COL. tel1t of' this sand when drie<i and grac:i.eu LLaKe it iucallJ' sui table 
tor SElIldblasting. We would Vre1'er a more aI.gular grtiL. o~.Ci.l-'E; aIlo. ~":'!'. 
' . Sc!:ofelld of' the Geoligical Survey Departn161!t bc::lievts sue!l a sand 
("tlulu be presel!t in off shore deposi ts. Our COffiiisr..y ~!'odu.(;(;;s an 
eA 1.1'e.u::ly successful Ferro-lY.&r ine .t'l&s ter for Goncre te boat COllS truction 

•• 1ctJ Vie have small export !;Jar'ke ts for and I firmly believE; l.Le SUCCt;SS 

0: the plaster is largely the reaul t 01' acura :; grauil!t; t.i.at we to.~e 
from the 'rihiri t.oa Sand plus a cO:ilbil,a tion of coarser sands. 

The other usage of any cOLscquence is a gra6il~ based on an 
A .. e rlCa I1 formulation we ,tJrelJare for leI Ltd.. wllicll is USed as a core 

. t el'lal for an irlsectie:ide used here in HL.; and overseas. 
It is possible that these uses of sand froill .:hiritoa are not 

~4.:Jlin and I feero'pI'iate t.o <iraw your Councils attelltion to 
•• .e be f&cts. 

_.,?:,C/ .. £: .. /.?/.,. 

~ti~~ .... , ... ,. 
~ ,'" .... ~ 

er. 
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~e Regional Secretary 
ft.rivate Bag 

AUCKLAIID 

Attention: Mr D. J . Greig 

SAlm RENOV ALB : COROl1ANDEL COAST 

Head Office 

21 December 1978 

Thank you for your memorandum of 12 December 1978 and the 
enclosed reports . I would be pleased if you would maintain 
contact through the Ministry of 'lorks and Development with 
'the Haurakl Catchment Board. It looks as though they are 
prepared to do a resource survey in the area and we would 
be very interested in obtaining a copy of this . 

I have noted the recommendations made by Ministry of Works 
and Development on the various proposed sand extraction sites 
and n general I agree with them. I would however suggest 
that the sand extraction sites which the ministry recommends 
should be policed by the Thames Coromandel District Council 
'[ould be better policed by the Hauraki Catchment Board. You 
should sort this one out before the start of the 1979 licensing 
year. 

C~tehouse 
for Secretary for Transport 

IL 

···-·??I ... ~./ l.t.. 



.'" 1~-n'"·'NISTRY OF TRANSPORT 

. 54/14/C ' Our Ref ..................................................... . 

. 54/15/48 Your Ref ................................................... . 

HEAD OFFICE To ................................................................................................. . From ............. ~.~~.9.~ .. 9.·ff~.9.~.I ... AQ.9.KI!.!m .................... .. 

Attn: S.E.O. Harbours 
······································"(Mr··G~K:···WhIt·eiiouae}················· 

Date: ............ 1? ... ~g~1?~~.J9.1f? ........................................... . 

'. SAND REMOVALS : COROMANDEL COAST Subject ...............................••......•............................................................................................................................................................. 

•• • 

. \ 

Your request of 5 Deoember 1978 for oopies of the report of the Ministry of 
Works and Development and oOlIlllents of the Hauraki Catchment Commission 
referring to my memorandum of 20 July 1978 (whioh I oannot trace), however, 
I enolose photooopies of the relevant documents • 

D.J. Greig 
for Regional Seoretary fooji'{!ransPort 

./ Enol ~~ 

~? --.... -./~ 17~ -............ -... .. 

'IJItia/s: ~ .. _ ..... 
............. 

656378-200.000/7 f75CTK 



• A K Attwood 

Re 'onal Secret 
:arine Division 
linistr of' Transport 
Private 
AUCKL 

31 Aumlst 1978 

u ' .. 

s m TRAC' ION LIC· cr; REPORTS 1978 

o r raf'erence 54/14 of 1 ch 1978. 

I am enclosing a copy of th 1'0110' ~ rs: 

47/16 

1. Hauraki Ca.tchment oard policy stat ant on and traction on tho 
Coromandel Fenninsular 

2. Hauraki Catc ,ant DoaI'd let'ter 1/22/0 of 14 July 1978. 

3. Resident gineer, ro 1/2 of 21 Jul 1978. 

asical~ e are in eement with he reco endations of th nraki 
Catchment oard and the following summarises the reco ndations for the y ar 
31 tYarch 1919. 

1. Pam Arohs. 

o extr ctions to be 1io nce in the eanti e tuttil suc ti e as ther has een 
eo build up 0 the beach. It has been reoommended that the ames-Coromandel 
Distriot Council be responsible for polioin this licence When it is in ord r 
to r va material. As the council is the r mov r of the bul ~ of the terial 
I do ilOnder if it is in order for them to Iso control the T.tra.ctions 
particu1a.ry in viet-l of their past record of not hiding by tho conditions of 
the licence. It m~ also be not possible for u to dele ate th control of 
th mining to that body and I would appreciat your comments further on thic 
point. 

s b iaBU d d th 
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.' GrantiDB ot a licence WI applie4 tor "commended. lIeN Dl1'81n I mul4 8l)lU'eolate 
10V COl1I!laDts on the pOl101ng o~ tbe future licence. 

4. tJrarema stream 
. . . . 

Approval of the applioat1cm tor tMs7ear is reoonmende4 but it 1s atreased' 
tlJat wo have resOl'V'a.tlcma as to the tmture JlDBslbilit7 0" e:draot1cm be1ng' 
contJ.Due4 here.. . 

. S, Q2at BiY 

It is recommCmde4 that a licence be not issuod t01-, thla ana futuro ,ears. 

6, sneJnl!e! sine 
It is recom~nde4 that tho 11canco bG not lasue4t Ihtet'ial C01l14 posslbla' 
removed from the .tream itself batOl'G 1t reaches tho beaDh and appl1oat1cm 

, ahlml4 be lodgect tdth the approPriate authol'i'Q'. 

1. !ke seH !Ix 
.' It la 1'COOIlmlGl14e4 that this appl1oat1oD be 4eo1ine4 88 It is bolitwacl that 
lIistab~t7 uUl be imluoe4 on tho beaDh. .. 

, 

8. E9.fSS&! Boacll 

L1CJOnoea ma.T be granted tor this 7~ but it llII18t bo heav11¥' stressed that . 
unt11 the beach 'bu1l4s up tollowiDB tho ~ 1ourr1Dg creates. b7 the 
Iul:I 8101'111 no 'sand sbo'a14 be l'GlDOVe4. 910 oporat01'.G ahoulc1 be va:m.erl that thDra 
0CUl4 be avtat1manttl of the approved amounts fw nm ,..ea.r and the 10llB t01'm 
pioture il" ~ a total CBsqttcm. ' 

.. 
fou 1dl1 !lote that. ltoma !) an4 fO 1iha.lJppoua llsJ'bou and 
felts. Bq have been mentioned ill both the Catohment BoSl'd an4 the ReB1c1~t 
Eng1nCG1'G repoJ'ts. , '1b& :Boat'd rzumtfane4 tbls as a lK\hedule ot ajumal licenoes 
that I gave them lnolu4c4· these tm areas.. The ~ Hal''bouP appltoatiOll 

. BaS l'GPlned on mioh earUer tbis 70~ and a liCence haS no 4oa.bt be. lame". 
There has be.en ~o application tor the ESl'1ta :BatT this ~. 

B 1 BIltoher . 
J)1str1cn Commls~1oneJ' of t1ol'ka 

FerJ'~ 
(A It AttwQocl) 

fILE 

.. -~/ If" 1'7 . , ...... _ ..... , .......... _ .. 

. In/tia/s: .. ~.... . 
. . .............. . 
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Ministry of Works 
and Development 

!f • ., ... lries to H D Glass 

P.O. Box 

Telephone 

Date 27 July 1978 

4-7 /1(;, 
123 F; .AF.ROA 

8725 

Dist Commr of llorks 
M vi D 
HfoEILTON 

ATTENTION HI' A K Attwood 

Your Ref: 41/16 

VARIOU S SAND AND SHINGLE LICE(CBS :F'OR THE 1978 GALEI;DAR YEAR 

Sand and Shingle Licences for the period 1.1.78 to 31.12.78 - Coromandel Peninsula 

I nO\1 have the Hauraki CatcLJ;'lent Board's report, a copy of 'rlhich has been sent to 
you. In short this office agrees \'i ith the Board's proposals on "Recommendations" 
and "Conclusions" for sand extraction on beaches around the Coromandel Peninsula. 

The follo'tling are this office's comment s : 

1 Para Aroha 

A;;>lication bJ Thames Coromandel District Council for 1000 m:3 lyre 
I ac;ree vlith the Hauraki Catchment Board 's recol.1mendation but the policing 
should be t Le responsibil ity of the TCDG . I su.spect that from time to time 
there has beer. other org'anisations or persons >,;ho have (such as 1·:1' 13 Little 
in 1976) removeu shingle f:::'orn this bea;)h. Because of the locality the 
TCnG would be in the best position k l:~ep an eye on this beacl! and report 
direct to the I,'linistry of Transport . 

As reported in my report on shb.}le removal from this beach in 1975 there are 
other sources of road rr.ateritJ. aV8.ilable 1'lithin the area which would be q0.ite 
suitable for maintenance of tll!sealed roads. 

The cost of this material Hould not be a great deal more than the cost of 
,,[inning shin~le frora the beach. 

2 Tlnitete :3ay 

3 

4 

Application bj.r :{. ,ndtel~: J.se for 8 m3 /yr. 
Agree wi tll the :ICB. 
Again I suspect that there is core than 8 nf per Y'.Jar being talcen from this 
beach. A 'rlal1-: around ;,:1' \,'hi tehousc' S C9.bins ani caravan park shovTed that there 
has been extensive use made of sand in the construction of' concI)ete paths Gtc. 

Falcon "3a;r 

Application J. Goudie for 
Agree \-lith HOB recomoenda 

Urarema strewn (I.:elsop's) 

F I!. E 
5 d~ Iyr. 

iQxm¥/ .. ,~ .. ,I;L. 

The method of removal of shin6'le fro~n this beach VIas reported on earlier t!"is 
yee.:r. 

/)ifo: ogree 
'"Ii t h the HCB ::'ecorru.;endations. 



e . 

; -- Goat Bay 

Application from TCDe for 600 m'3/yr. 
Agree with HCB recommenda.tions that no more material be removed from this 
beaoh. 

6 Okahutahi Stream - Sandy Ba.y, Port Ch-arles 

Agree with HCB recommendations. 
In addition the TODO be asked to consider openl.lng up an old quarry east of 
Colville on the Colville - Port Chro'les iloqd. 

This qua.rry was used for the su::·ply of road metal in this area for many years. 
Since the cl08ins of this qu?...rry more and more pressure has been put on 
beach shingle deposits at l,:elsop's and Sandy Bay. 

7 Big Sandy Bay, P.ort Charles 

Applioation HI' B P McLeod for 250 m3 /yr. 
Agree 11i th the HOB recommendations. 
From the look of the beach the last ti'TIe I vTas in the area I suspect that someone 
has talcen material from this beach. It may have been l,ir NcLeod anticipatin.g 
tho approval of his licence. Could the TODC be asxed to polioe this beach 
for sand removals fo!' the l1inistry of Transport. 

8 r.uaotuna. Beach 

/.pplications from 11 Hodge 600 m3 I yr 
A A Simpoon 150 rr~ lyI' 
Hercury Bay Ready Lix 1(J'J0 nf /yr 

Agroe 1-lith the HOB recommendations but must add that material must only be 
removed vThen there is a good quantity of sand in the r~oval area and the beach 
be Horked in manner laid dOWl in last years recommendations. 

9 v.'hanJapoua Harbour 

Application from Parry Bros for 2676 m3 /yr 
This application waH handled earlier in the year vd th myself and 1:Ir John Cox 
of the HCB. Your office has recicved my recor:lmendation. 

10 Kerita ]51 

Application from Ih· R F' ~~ussel for 25 rt 
This application is ne\"1 to me. I have no record of it. 

A H SteHart 
Resident Engineer 

per~ 
(H D Glass) 
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Te A'ot,o a 
BOARD . 

(1/22/0 J 
It W. I. ~ B.E. HAURAKI CA TCHl\IENT In your tt'pl'f Chief. teer 

J. M Morrison, 
Secretory. and 

REGIONAL WATER BOARD 
T .Iephone 48·099 Teleonlphlc Addre.. "Catchment" 

The District Commissioner of Works, 
Ministry of Works and Development, 
Private Bag, 
HAMILTON. 

ATTENTION: Mr A.K. Attwood 

Dear Sir, 

14 

RE: SAND EXTRACTION 

COROMANDEL PENINSULA (Ref. 47/16) 

WHITAKER SmEET, 
AROHA 

~ 
RECEIVED 
19 JUll978 

Recores Oftlce 
Ministry of Worb 

HamJltoQ 

Further to your letter of 5 July 1978, attached, please find a copy 
of the report entitled IISand and Shingle Extraction from Coromandel Beaches 
and its Relation to Coastal Erosion ll that was adopted at the Board's meet
ing of 14 June 1978. The repores "Conclur;ion" and IIRecommendations" as set 
out below generally sets out Board's policy on the matter of beach material 
extraction. 

"CONCLUSION 

1. I 'am of the opinion that studies to date indicate quite clearly that 
beach sand should be regarded as a resource (for sand extraction) only 
if ther,e is a reasonable degree of certainty that there is an adequate 
external source for the natural re-supply of sand to the beach in 
question, and then, only if both the extraction and re-supply can be 
achieved without undue disturbance to the day to day stability of the 
beach and its foredune. 

2. Failure to observe these precautions will predictably increase the 
risk of erosion and damage to the environQent. 

3. For beaches where there is insufficient data available to determine 
whether or not the beach sands represent a "closed ll system (Le. no 
adequate external source for natural re-supply), then, in my opinion 
decisions concerning the extraction of sand should be made on the 
assumption that the beach system in question ~ a IIclosed ll system: 
until, or unless the contrary can be established and the criteria in 
paragraph 1 above met in full. 
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RECOMHENDATIONS 

1. It is recommended that all beach sand extraction operations around 
the Coromandel Peninsula, whether current or under application, should 
be examined in the context of paragra~hs 1 to 3 of the conclusions 
above. In my opinion, new applications for beach sand extraction which 
do not meet these criteria should be declined . Similarly, existing 
beach sand extraction operations which do not meet these criteria should 
be revie\ved "Tith the object either, of closing thelll down at an early date 
or, depending on the circumstances, phasing them out over a finite period 
of years. These circumstances might involve such factors as prior length 
of operation, dependent customers, conditions of beach and so on. 

2. Because of the need to reduce or even to eliminate dependence on sand 
from the beaches of the Coromandcl Peninsula, iL is recommended that 
an approach be made to the appropriate public bodies, Departments of 
State, amd members of the industry and so on to discuss the problem of 
sand supply . 

3. It is recommended that a survey of the sand and gravel aggregate re
source be initiated to determine the location and extent of the re
source with the Hauraki Catchment Board district, and what effect the 
winning of it would have on the dynamics of the associated beach systems 
or other soi 1 and \.;ater va lues . It 

Specifil- recommendation for those immediate applications that must be 
delt with at this particular point in time are as follows: 

1. Papa Aroha 3 
Application by Thames-Coromandel District Council for 1000 m /yr. 

2. 

RECOMMENDATION; 

That no extraction be carried out at the present time and that the 
channel be kept open by transferring the material down the beach. 

NOTE: If it becomes apparent that the material is building up along 
the beach, then it should be removt;!d, tuL ~y if it is creat
ing a prob lem. X The operation should be regulated by the Thames-Coromandel 
pistrict Councilor thc Ministry of Works and Development 

{according to criteria set down by the Hauraki Catchment Board. 

Waitete Bay 3 
Application by W. Whitehouse fo r 8 m /yr. 
The beach is almost certainly a closed system without sand recharge 
from outside sources . While 8m3 is not much, the beach should not, 
in 'nciple, be used for sand supply. 

Rtet>G fENDA ON: 

plication be approved for this year, but notice be given 
11 be unlikely that any further application will be approved 

i 
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3. Falcon Bay 
Application by J. Goudie for 75 m3 /yr. 
The application is for the removal of metal (which actually or1g1nates ' from road fill) from the bay. The operation is small and is confined to the amount of material required to keep the culvert under the highway open and to preserve access from the bay to the shore. 
RECOMMENDATION: 

X That the operation should carryon under the direction of the ThamesCoromandel District Council for a specific purpose (e.g. to keep the culvert and the beach clean. 

NOTE: The work is providing a public service and should be under the 
jurisdiction of the local body responsible for the area, i.e. the Thames-Coromandel District Council. 

4. Urarema Stream (Melsop's) 
Application by Tha~es-Coromandel District Council for 1500 m3 /yr. 
The operation should be tidied up somewhat. A sizable amount of material is being taken from the beach system, and there is some doubt as to whether it is being replaced. An investigation should be done to determine the extent of the resource, its replacement rate if any, and the direction of movement of the material. 

If an investigation shows the shingle to be limited, it may be nec-essary to stop the operation or knowingly deplete the beach shingle and eventually destroy the beach. 

RECOM~~t:NDATION : 

That the operation be allowed to continue with the understanding that an investigation is necessary and that the operation may have to be reduced cr stopped in the future. 

5. Goat Bay 
Application by the Thames Coromandel District Council for 600 m3 /yr. A very small beach, apparently a closed system. 

RECOHMENDATION: 

That no more material be removed at this time. 

6. Okahutahi Stream - Sandy Bay, Port Charles 
Application by Thames Coromandel District for 300 m3 /yr. Although ther~ is a need to keep the stream channel open, the arbitrary removal of material from the beach system could lead to beach erOSiOI] and storm damage to residential sections and dwelling. Evidence suggests r-----__ ~h~a~t~i~n~t~erms of beach stability excessive material may already have been 

It would 
·· .. ?LIIff£Qr.~.~. 

was note 
Inltj;tJ~f the s 

e preferable to take material for roading from the stream be
eaches the beach (say at the first ford where a volume of shingle ) and merely shift the material on the beach away from the mouth ream in order to keep it open. 

i' 
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RECOMMENDATION: 

(a) That no farther material be taken from the beach at this time. 

(b) That the stream channel be kept clear when necessary by shifting the metal along the beach. 

(c) That metal for roading purposes be taken from the stream before it reaches the beach (e.g. from the vicinity of the first ford). 
7. Big Sandy Bay, Port Charles 

Application by Mr B.P. McLeod for 250 m3 /yr. 
Any sand extraction on this beach could induce instability to the beach system. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the application be declined. 

NOTE: If it is necessary to keep the channel open, it should be done by shifting the material down the beach. Any operation of this sort should be done under the direction of the Thames Coromaftdel District Council. 

8. Kuatuna Beach 
Application for approximately 3000 m3 /yr. 
This is a sandy beach that is directlj ~nd indirectly likely to affect present and future residential Subdivision along the coast in thqt area. At the present state of knowledge the volume of material seems exceSSive, but more information should be available after the results of the University of Waikato study come to hand. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the volume applied for be approved this year, but that notice be given that it will be reduced the following year, and depending on the results of the investigator, the operation may eventually have to stop. 

~ 
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: ': , , , , , , Included on the list of annual sand licence applications that was sent l' from the Ministry of Works and Development office in Hamilton were applications from: 
I; 1. 

2. 
P~~ Brothers for 2676 m3/yr from Whangapoua. 
Mr R. P. Russel for 25 m3 /yr from Kerita Bay. 

There is no information regarding these proposals at this office, so I am unable to comment on them. Hmv-ever, I would appreciate my information that you could supply on these, especially the proposal for Whangapoua. 

FILE 

. :.Y./. .. L . .J .2L 

pVli1rtfNk ... JL.--
Encl. 

Yours faithfully, 
R.W. Harris 
CHIEF ENGINEER 

per • /..~':7-; ..... 
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HAURAKI CATCHMENT BOARD & REGIONAL WATER BOARD 

SAND AND SHINGLE EXTRACTION FROt1 COROMANDEL 

BEACHES AND ITS RELATION TO COASTAL ,EROSION 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to provide a review of the Hauraki 
Board's position and possible policies as the Catchment Authority with 
statutory responsibility in the context of erosion, or the risk of it •• 
in the coastal zone in connection with the extraction of beach sand., 
This coastal zone is not a precise concept but for present purposes 
may be assumed to encompass sufficient areas both above and below mean 
high tide levels which would enclose the location of any development or 
activity and which in turn might influence coastal stability, or erosion. 

Plans Nos 1678 and 1683 accompany this repdrt and show the location 
of beaches and the Coromandel Peninsula generally. 

The various forms of development and activities in this coastal zone 
are the concern of a number of Departments of S~ate as well as the 
territorial local Authorities. Principal central and local government 
agencies would include: 

Ministry of Transport - Marine Division 
Ministry of Works and Development - Administration of Town and 

Country Planning and Reporting agent for Marine Division 
Department of Lands and Survey - Crown land, parks and so on 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries - Fish, shellfish, etc 
County, City. Borough and District Councils 

Thus, while no disresppct is i~terded to any of the arms of 
government involved in this coas:.al zone, the situation is highly complex 
and does tend to confuse the direct responsibilities of the Catchment 
Authority with respect to erosion. 

Moreover, from a technical point of view. the coastal zone has 
tended to be, until quite recently. a rather forgotten area with no great 
reservoir of knowledge and experience available to assist in the develop
ment of policies best suited to minimise erosion hazards. 

"' Against this background, erosion phenomena related to the sand and 
gravel beaches situated along the Coromandel Peninsula, northwards from 
Waihi Beach, have been of steadily increasing concern to the Hauraki 
Board since the early 1970's. This led, quft~ early on, to specific 
recommendations to the territorial Local Authorities concerning "set back" 
distances for new coastal resort developments. 

For various reasons, however, (including those already discussed). it 
has been much more difficult Lo for~ulate a viable overall policy concerning 
extraction of beach sand which would be suitable for possible adoptIon by 
the Board. Nevertheless, I am currently giving the elements of such policy 
the most careful consideration, and it is these elements which arc further 
discussed'in this report. 

The elements are: 

Coastal Investigation 

Extraction of Sand and Gravel from the beaches of the Peninsula 

Coastal resorts and industrial development 



, , 
t-.. .. 

-2-

COASTAL INVESTIGATION 

While a good deal is known in a general way dbout, for instance, tl.e 
movement 5 and func t ions 0 f the fore dune on an "average" ocean beach, 11 t t Ie 
is known of the specific "performance" of individual beaches. In particular, 
information has been almost totally lacking as to the source of beach sand 
on a particular beach, as to whether it is "fed" by a large external Source 
of sand, or whether it is a "closed" system with no available re-supply. 

Technical information received from Dr T. Healy of the University'of 
Waikato and Dr R. McLean indicate there are serious risks of erosion damage 
to the beach when sand is removed from a beach system that has no external 
source of re-supply (a closed system). 

For reasons of this nature, coupled with existing erosion problems 
affecting some coastal resort areas, the need for dctailt<d technical and 
scientific investigation has become much more obvious. From investigation 
already completed, most notably on Whiritoa Beach, it is apparent that beach 
sands on a particular beach can be by no means inexhaustible, and that their 
removal can predictably increase the risk of erosion. 

Investigations to date have covered the Waihi and Whiritoa Beaches, in 
each case as a thesis submitted as part of lhe requirements for a "Master of 
Science in Earth Science" - University of Waikato. 

During the course of these investigations a close liaison has developed 
between the Waikato University, the Water ana Soi 1 Division of the Ninistry 
of Works and Development, and the Hauraki Catchment Board and Regional Water 
Board together with the provision of some finance to assist the University 
and it's students. I believe that the Department of Earth Sciences also has 
other research committments in tr.e Coromandel Peninsula. 

The Board is now entering into an arrangement (subject to detailed 
confirmation) with University of Waikato to conduct a "Coastal Erosion and 
Sediment Survey of the East Coromandel Coast" this coming summer. Without 
going into details, 1 under~tand that this is likely to involve four students 

·for a period of up to fourteen weeks, commencing in mid-November of this year. 
Preliminary estimates suggest that th~ cost of the investigation will be in 
the order of $20,000. 

Knowledge related to what might be styled the "performance" of 
individual beaches is thus the first clement in determining a policy concerning, 
for instance, sand extraction from the Coromandel ocean beaches and the 
likely risks of beach erosion. It is hoped, therefore, that this "Coastal 
Erosion and Sediment SurvcY"·will be of major significance in this direction. 

EXTRACTION OF SAND AND GRAVF.L FRml THE BEACHES OF TilE COROt-IANDEL PENINSULA 

Because of the various agencies involved in the administration of 
ctivities and developments in the "Coastal Zone" the Hauraki Board has had, 

and to some degree still has, rather incomplete information as to th~ extent 
and location of sand and gravel extraction from the beaches of the Ooromandel 
Peninsula. I do not wish to imply a lack of co-operation on the part of the 
var.ious Agencies, but rather to indicate the complexity of the situation and 
the need for one Body to take a lead in the matter. 

There are also "grey" areas with respect to the Hauraki Board's 
jurisdiction in the Coromandel Division (the former Coromand('l County) of 
the Thames-Coromandel District Council because of the fact that it is within 
the Hauraki Catchment District "for Regional Water Board purpo'ses only". 
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Notwitllstanding all these aspects, with the ~o-operation of the Mini~try 
of Works and Development, a very preliminary survey has been made oE the 
situation with respect to sand and gravel extraction. The following is a 
list of sand and shingl" e>:lraction proposals and operations that have co;ne 
to the attention of Board staff: 

East Coast - Coromandel Peninsula 

Mataora Bay (sand) 

(a) A proposed sand extraction operation for the removal of 2,000 cubic 
metres per annum is currently the subject of a pending Town and Country 
Planning Appeal Beard decision . 

(b) The Ministry of Works and Development has informed the Hauraki 
Board of an application [or sand extraction by barge, for up to 3600 
cubic metres per annum, and that the Department is unable to recommend 
to the Marine Division of the Ministry rf Transport that the licence 
be granted. 

Whiritoa Beach (sand) 

In recent years the Ministry of Works and Development recommended 
to the T~stees that sand extraction be restricted to not closer than 
60 metres from mean high water. 

Annual extraction was originally thought to be something likp 3000 
cubic metres per annum, but I have no definite information on the 
present position, especially since the recommendation concerning the 
60 metre line . 

Kuaotunu Beach (sand) 

The Ministry of Horks and Development has requested recOiomendations 
from the Hauraki Board on an apptication to take up to 3000 cubic 
metres per annum frum Lhis beach . r understand ch~L qUdntities of sand 
have been extracted from this beach in the past few years for supply to 
local industry, building etc . 

Sandy Bay - Port Charles (gravel and sand) 

Ministry of Works and Development has requested recommendations 
from the Hauraki Board 011 an <ipplicilti0n to lake 300 cubic metres of 
gravel and sand for public ronding from the moutb of the stream at 
one end of the beach. Again I understand that quantities of mainly 
gravel have been extracted in pasl years. 

Others 

Although I have no definite illformation I understand that other 
applications have also been made for sand extraction from \~hang<Jpo\1i\ 

Beach and at Port Charles. 

st Coast - Corcmandel Peninsula 

Again, at lhe request of the Ministry of Works and Development various 
locations have been inspected. between CoromanJcl dnJ Port Jackson 
concerning applications to take mainly gravel for public roading purposes 
at or near the mouths of streams . The m05t important in terms of quantity 
was located at the mouth of the Urilr:r'I~a Stream, being for 1500 cubic metres 
per annum . 

NOTE: This list is almost certainly incomplete, being mostly a sCI' ies of 
applications, or occurrences which have come to th 2 notice of the Board. 
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COASTAL RESORTS AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENTS 

Given the pattern of development that has taken place in many coastal resorts, "set back" distances between the seaward edge of the foredune and the nearest buildings are already much less than I would regard as a safe minimum should movements in the foredune take place. Any additional erosion risk arising (say) from beach sand extraction could therefore still further reduce the safety margin in a stormy year, and be particularly unwelcOlRe. 

Even where "set back" distances are more adequate, sand extraction on beaches with a "closed" or relatively "closed" system, introduces an erosion risk, which, even if it lay relatively "dormant" (as it ·,.,ere) , could eventually appear quite suddenly in a stormy year, thereby reducing the margin of safety offered by the "set back" distances which are designed more for what might be styled "normal" foredune movements. Horeover, a "dormant" erosion risk on an undeveloped beach might be particularly dangerous should development occur at a later stage in ignorance of such a risk. 

There is also the peint that continued sand extraction on a particular beach in the absence of an adequate external source of sand for natural re-supply would probably be accompanied by an increasing erosion risk as the beach sought increaSing replenishment from the foredune areas. 

In short, coastal development in the proximity of the beaches has sufficient problems from "natural" erosion without the added risk arising from sand extraction on beaches deficient in an adequate natural re-supply system. 

SAND AS A RESOURCE 

To state the obvious, the supply of adequate quantities of suitable sand for industrial and other purposes is a subject of major importance. 

'Supply can and does come from sources other than ocean beaches namely river dredging, quarrying and crushing of rock, mining in the sense of pit operations, sand and gravel extraction where suitable gravel bearing rivers arc available, and no on. 

In the Auckland area, Cor instance, the Waikato River is believed to be a major source of sand, and it is understood that the Waihou River at one time made a substantial contribution through sand barging, although I have no information on quality. The latter ha~ diminished to a single land based sand plant near Paeroa. 

The point of these remarks is that it seems probably that beach sand in many cases may turn out to be a non-renewable resource, witt the added problem of predictable increases in the erosion risk; whereas there are other sources of sand which are either renewable or, at least. are without serious erosion risks and may constitute a better comprorrise with environmental factors. 

CONCLUSION 

I am o[ the opinion that studies to date indicate quite clearly that beach sand should be regarded as a resource (for sand extraction) only if there is a reasonable degree of certainty that Lhere is an adequate external source for the natural re-s'upply of sand to the beach in question, and then, only if both the extraction and re-supply can be achieved without undue disturbance to the day to day stability of the beach and its foredune. ' 

\ J 
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Failure to observe these precautions will pr~dictably increa,e the 
risk of erosion and damage to the environment. 

3. For beaches where there is insufficient data avai lable to determine 
whether or not the beach sands represent a "closed" system (i.e. no 
adequat~ external sourc~ for natural re~supply), then, in my opinion 
decisions concerning the extraction of sand shculd be made on the 
assumption that the beach system in question is a "closed" system. 
until, or unless the contrary can be established and the criteria in 
paragraph 1 above met in full. 

RECOMNENDATIONS 

1. It is recommended that all beach sand extraction operations around 
the Coromandel Peninsula, whether current or under application, 
should be examined in the context of paragraphs 1 to 3 of the 
conclusions above. In my opinion, new arplications for beach sand 
extraction which do not meet these criteria should be declined. 
Similarly, existing beach sand extraction operations which do nct 
meet these criteria should be reviewed with the object either, of 
closing them down at an early date or, depending on the circumstances. 
phasing them out over a finite period of years. These circumstances 
might involve such factors as prior length of operation, dependent 
customers. condition of beach and so cn. 

2. Because of the need to reduce or even to eliminate dependence on sand 
from the beaches of the Coromandel Peninsula, it is recommended that 
an approach be made to the appropriate public bodies, Departments of 
State, and members of the :nd~srry and so on to discuss the problem 
of sand supply. 

3. It is recommended that a survey of the sand and gravel aggregate 
resource be initiated to determine the location and extent of the 
resource with the Hauraki Catchment Board district, and what effect 

the winning of it would have on the dynamics of the associated beach 
systems or other soil and water values. 

R.W. Harris 
CHIEF ENGINEER 
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_ ,~ Ministry of Works 
~ and Development 

P.O. Box 

4-7/i0 
123 PAEROA 

8725 Telephone 

l'I,., .. ,.to H D Glass Date 21 July 1918 

Diot Commr of lyorks 
1-1.WD 
HAI.:ILTON 

ATTENTION i·lr A K Attwood 

Your Ref: 41116 

VAHIOUS SAl{D A}ID SHINGLE LICENCES FUR THE 1918 CALENDAR YEAH. 

Sand and Shingle Lioences for the period 1.1.78 to 31.12.78 - Coromandel Fa~insula 

I now have the Hauraki Catchment Board's report, a copy o'f ~lhich has been sent to 
you. In short this office ?.grees with the Board' 8 proposals on "Reoommendations" 
:u1d "Conolusions" for sand extraction on beaohes around the Corcmandel Peninsula. 

The follo""ing are this office' B comments: 

1 Papa ArohB; 

Applioation by Thames Coromandel Distriot Counoil for 1000 rn3 /yr. 
I ac,'Tee with tho Hauraki Catohment Board's reoor:lmendation but the policing 
should be the responsibility of the TCDC. I suspect that from time to time 
there has been other orgMisations or persons who have (suoh as loll' B Little 
in 1916) removed. shingle from this beaoh. Beoause of the locality the 
TOnG would be in the best position to keep an eye on this beach and rq:ol't 
direot to the Ianistry of Transport. 

As reported in my report on shingle removal from this beach in 1975 there p~l'e 

otlier souroes of road material available rli thin the area \·;hioh lolould be quite 
suitable for maintenance of unsealed roads. 

The cost of this material rlould not be a great deal more than the cost of 
rli~l1ing shingle from the beach. 

2 lYe.Hete Ea,y; 

Application by ~1. l'fnitehouse for 8 rr? Iyr. 
Agree vn til the HCB. 
JI.gain I suspect that there is more than 8 n? per y~ax beillG taLcen from this 
beach. A walk around i~:r \-'ni tehouse I s cabins and caravan park shOrTed that there 
has been extensive use made of sand in the oonstruction of oonc:cete paths etc. 

3 Falo~n :g~ 

4 

shingle from this beaoh vias reported on earlier this 



. " 

. c 

2 

5 - _oat Bay 

Application from TODO for 600 m3 /yr. 
Agree with HOB recommendations that no more material be removed from this 
beach. 

6 Okahutahi S,tream - Sandy Ba;yJ Port Charles 

Agree with HOB recommendations. 
In addition the TODG be asked to cOllDider Opell11ng' up an old quarry east of 
Colville on the Colville - Port Charles Ho~. 

This quarry was used for the SUl:,ply of road metal in this area for many years. 
Sinoe the closing of this quarry more and more pressure has been put on 
beach shingle deposits at Ii.elsop's and Sandy Bc\y. 

7 Big SansIY Ba;y:J Port Charles 

Application Mr B P ~fcLeod for 250 m3 /yr. 
Agree vii th the HaB recommendations. 
From the look of the beach the last ti'Ile I "Tas in tte area I suspect that someone 
has taken material from this beach. It may have been I,ir NcLeod anticipating 
the approval of his licence. Could the TODe be as~ed to police this beach 
for sand removals for the !!inistry of Transport. 

'8 Kuaotuna Beach 

Applica.tions from H Hodge 600 rrr I yr 
A A Simpoon 750 nP /yr 
Hercu:ry Bay Ready Lix 1000 fir /yr 

Agree "d th the HCB recommendations but must add that material must only be 
removed \-1hen there is a good 8lantity of' sand in the removal area and the beach 
be \lorked in manner laid dOl'm in last years recommendations. 

9 l-1hon;apouo. Harbour 

Application from Parry Bros for 2676 nP Iyr 
This application '\oms handled earlier in the year .:i th myself and J:Ir John Cox 
of the HCB. YO\U' office he.s recieved my recor:lnrendation. 

10 Kerita B51 

Application' from 1·11' R P Russel for 25 rt 
This application is nei-l to me.· I have no record of it. 

A l'1 SteHart 
Resident Engineer 
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* 'MI NISTRY OF TRANSPORT 

TO ................... ~ .. ~!~ ......................... ~ ......... . 
Attn: S.E.O. Harbours 

······································(O·:'K.·;··WiiItehoufie)························· 

MOT5 

00. Rof., •.••.• ~L!.1f7.~ .. 
Your Ref.: .... ~/15.!4~ ........................... . 

Regional Office, AUCKLAND From .............................................................................................• 

. 20 July 1978 Date ............................................................................................. . 

'. SAND RD40VA~ : CORCKANDEL COAST Subject ...............................•..................................................................................................................................................................... 

. . 
. Your memorandum of 11 July 1918 refers. 

Unfortunately I cannot trace your memorandum of 8.3.78, however, requests 
were made to all sand extractors in this area. to look for alternative supply 
areas and also advice was sought from the Ministr~ of Works and Development 
regarding sand extractions from other adjacent beaches, however, ·there is 
doubt over the suitability of sand quality from other areas, also the fact of 
progressive urbanisation and access and it would appear that short of sand 
being obtained from an area well aw~ from Coromandel, there is no alternative 
souroe. 

It would also appear that with the possible closing of the ~ of Plenty to 
sand extraction and also I understand some difficulties in the extraction of 
sand from Whiritua that no alternative area exists which would be suitable. 

D.J. Greig 
for Regional Seoretary for Transport 

I 

x 

656378-200.000/7 /75CTK 



54/15/48 

He _d Of%ice Harbours & Foreshores 

Attention: Hr D. Greig II J- 11y 1978 

51-'. r -' 'OV ~S - (.'Onm·L7ll-lDEIJ COAST 

l'Ul:ther to ny memn of B 1arch 1978. I would be pleased to 
knovT ~ .. lle c.her you have had any feedback yet ::rocl the int8res ted 
~~ties. You will recall that I hn. suggested ~ t we should 

a t len- l to r/Cl."SU dc both 1.< r Hodge and l~ercury Bay Ready Nix 
to . nvcDtiga-cp. altern" '-.i v s ID .. lie- of sand and that they may 
be abl to C01~ _ up '·:it1- a similar arrangement \vher[;0Y they 
j i.!ltly \lurl mIl r.ltction ci~_ ge in 0.1 J£ t:.i ~ !:' ... J.ll sand 
h .rlJo Irs in the ar........ I had also qsk~d you to discuss tl1is 
~lith Hi. istry of ~;orks and Developnant a j the Hauraki Catchment 
,oard. 

G.K .. h"hitehouse 
for Secretary for Transport 

. 114 

I 12JUll978 

by •.. 2 .. :0. \.~ .. ~ 
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MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT 

INTERNAL MEMORANDUM 

MOT 5 

Our ref.: •.•.•.•.. 5.4l1411144 ..... . 

Your ref.: ...... 5.4/t5./4~ .......... . 

To ............ ~ .. ~!!.!~ ............................................................................ From ......... ~~.~~~.~! ... ~.~!.~.4?!. ... ~~.~~!~ .......................... . 

(Att: S.E.O. (Hbrs) . 9 January 19'78 .......................................................................................................................... Date ...................................................................................................... . 

. SAND REMOVAIS - CORCMANDEL COAST Sublect: ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................. . 

.. .J Refer your memorandum of 27.5.77. 

Please find enclosed a photocop,y of the report of the D.C.V. on alternative sand 
extraction areas. 

Referring to paragraphs five it is presumed that the proposal would be to process 
sand which has moved into harbour and is causing shoaling. It would appear that 
the building industry will be required to do some research to find a material to 
replace sand in concrete manufacture in the very near future. 

D. Greig 
\ for Regional Secretar,r 

~ Encl 

by ...... . ...................... . 
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e. 
inistr of orks 

and eveiopme t 

Inquiries to Kr A K Attwood. 

Regional Secretar,y 
Marine Division 
Ministry of Transport 
Private Bag 

• AUCKLAND 

Date 4 January 1978 

COROMAN'DEL PEND1SULA SAND REr.10VALS 

Your reference 54/14/7/44 of 3 June 1977. 

District Office Dey St. 

Private Bilg, Hamilton 

'TelcphOlle G2 899 Telex NZ ?777 

The re~dent engineer, Paeroa has repofted that there is a' high (50%) she 11 
content in the Otama Beach sands and that there are no Horthwhile deposits 
at Opi to bay. 

Erosion is occurring at the mouth of the otama stream of the right bank and 
it has been argued that removal of s~1d from the sand spit on the opposite 
ba.l'lk vlOuld relieve the pressure on the eroding bank.. I am however of the 
contrary -opinion that removals w"Quld mean that storm wave action could then 
affect the eroding bank and so worsen the situation. 

I have earlier expressed concern at the extraction of beach sands on the 
Coz-omandel Peninsula and recent studies are just ifying this concern. I am not 
in favour of opening up further beaches to 00mmercial extraction particularly 
where adjacent beaches are exhibiting signs of erosion and the reservoir 
of sand on any beach under review is small. Both these factors are present 
at Otama beach. 

Tb the west of Kt~otuna beach the Omaro spit has retreated at its base within 
the past 30 years and it can be reasoned-that this may be attributable to the 
aandmining on Kuaotuna beach as it is believ&ithat there is a w~sterly littoral 
drift on that section of the coast but that the annual volume is small. 

It is considered that the s~ld companies must seek alternative supplies but not 
from beaches. It has been reported that the harbours are acting as "sinks" 
for the retention of sand and substantial volumes of material after suitable 
processing should be available from these sourceso It is obvious that costs 
of l'1inning and processing such materials will be higher than that of the beach 
sands but increasing the royality rates to $5.00 and $6.00 per cubic metre as 
is being or is proposed to be levied in other parts of the Coromandel Peninsula 
would give greater incentive to sand contractors to explore and utilise 
alternative sources. Would your department b~in a position to increase royality 
charge • 

1-1hen 

(A K Attwood) 
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54/15/48., '. , ' 

HEAD OFFICE - aarbours & 
, , " Foreshores 

.,.8 AugUst 19?? " " 

, , . 
Attention: Regional Marine Officer " " , . . ~ , . 

~. -..-. 

, , 

SAND REMOVALS : KUAOTUNU BEACH ' 
, ,- ~ ; . 

My memo' ot 2?' May reters, and, we have', yet to receive:' ,any reply 
,to the points: l"ais'ed in it,. .' , ' ,,~, 

, 'They ~were: ' 
, , 

'(1), ,We woulc}bot relax s' ban on'remo~al ot sand'from'Kuaotunu 
",:. 'Beach, and tor tbis reason J1r Hodge should seek an ,area' . 

': 

to store. sand tor the period, when sand removals are not / 
allowed.' ,",' , 

(2) The possibility of sand trom Ot~a and Opito Bays being 
suitable for concrete making sh9Uld be investigated by 
the Ministry ot, Works~,and Development.' ' 

We would b~, pleased to" knO~ ~hat progress is' being ,made wi tp. 
. these matt$rs. " . " ',' , . 

~/ 
G.K. ~:ehouse { 
for Sevreta~ for Transport' 

, 
~=-= 

L ~..# t - ,. 

. , . 

e113~/l77 
" 1 

. r 

. Dlr,PATCHED , , __ --=:=':";:":;:";:'----==:=0 ...... %~~ , ' ; AUG 1977 . . 
. ( 

. by ••• ~.r:E.~ ......... ~ .. Qdd 
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The Regional Secretar.1 
AUOILUD 
Attentions Regional Marine 
, Officer 

stAB» REMOVALS' : lCtJAO'l'UBU BEACH 

Your meMo of 12 April reters. 

54/1.5/48 

BEAD,OFFICE 

27 May 1977 

We are concerned about two points in your memo. You mention 
that Ooa~t Ob,orete has no, storage space and U8rcur,r Bay ~3 
Ready Mix space'for up to 4Om~. The space oooupied by some /V-

,1s not' large and if Mr Bodge wished to I am sure ~e could 
prov1~e·the space neoessary tor this amount. We would be 
most reluctant to'relax the condit1on regarding the ban o~ 
removals during the summer holiday period. Thiscondition 
is a part ot the lioenoe and therefore Ur Bodge s~ould compl7 
with 1t.. '" , . 

The second point regards the comment by Ur Bodge that sand at 
Otama and Op1to Bays was not suitable tor concrete making. 
We consider that this statement should bo checked by the U.W.D. 
This would enable us to obtain.some better idea ot the available 
sand resources in the area ,which will be very necessary if 
we' .have to place further controls on Kuaotunu Beach. 

G.K. Wb1tehouse 
for Seoretary tor ~aDSport 

. ~ . ~ ., , , 

'" ~.';- . 
• '. ' : ~ t 

1 ' f , ,~. ; J • ! l 1 ~ . 
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ROAD TRANSPORT DIVISION 

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT 

PRIVATE BAO WEWNOTON 1 
TELEPHONE: 121·253 
TELEGRdAlS:TRANSPORT 
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: .. /' . , MINUTE· SHEET; . 

. c •• P~~~~inE!n.t ::.-L:.f·,.'" ..... J: .... · ........ ~::~.;.~.: .. ,.: .. : .. ,-:-::",.~: 

Fite, No ..... :.: ..... : ...... : ...... ; ........... : ............. . 
" 

, , 

Date" 
~ \ '.' ~ -.. . _. .... ~ 

. ~ -,' .. \ . 
" . ":., , . 

: ',: :" ... 0"'-' 
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r 
MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT 

To ................ rnMJ.l ... QFr.~gmJ....................................................... From ................ R~gi.9~.~l .. O'f.fJQ~.,. .. AV.~LMUt ................. . 

.................... At,:t.exl:ti~m.;. .. S.t:m .• 9.,. ... R~J;>.9.UX'.~ ..................... Date: ............... .1.9 .. @ril ... t91.1 ............................................. .. 

Subject: ..................................................... ~ ... ~.QY.A~;:L .... t .... KJJ.~Q~ .. ~4QJ{ ................................................................... . 

1. Your memorandum of 12 April 1911 refers. 

2. Satisfactory reports were received from the Ministry of Works and prior to 
Removal Licences being issued a call was made on Mr Hodge and his records checked 
against his returns. . The amounts tallied and a licence has been issued with the 
added condition "Road access to beach to be kept clear of machinery and stockpiled 
materials at all times to allow public access". This road actually runs over the 
foreshore reserve and was put in by l4r Hodge possibly with the consent of the 
local authority. 

3. On examining the beach, it was found there was abundant material and from 
previous observation there is adequate replenishment from off shore sources . 
The stream has changed its course owing to the build up and now runs alongside the 
road, however the winter rains may allow the stream to break through the spit. 

4. During our discussion with Mr Hodge, it came to light that due to the cost of 
l,1ercury Bay Ready Mix taking plant to the beach, extraction and cartage is being 
done on their behalf by Mr Hodge under their licence, but due to a misunderstanding, 
returns for this material have not been made or royalty paid, each party being under 
the impression the other was giving this attention. 

5. A call was made at Mercury BCI3" Ready Mix and due to the principle of the firm 
being on holid~, this was brought to the notice of the bat ching plant foreman, and 
a letter has been sent asking for returns and pCl3"ffient. No licence will be issued 
until this is received. Discussion at the plant shows that approximately 1 cubic 
metre of sand to 10 cubic metres of aggregate is used in the concrete made by the 
Company. Usage would appear to be about 10 cubic metres of sand per week at busy 
times. 

6. It would appear that Messrs A.A. Simpson have given up sand extraction. 

1. Coast Concrete are a small concrete product manufacturer (tanks and field 
drinking troughs) and are supplied by Mr Hodge. 

8. Storage Coast Concrete has no storage space, Mercury BCI3" Ready Mix space for up 
to 40 cubic metres. Apart from the beach Hodge has no storage . 

Visits made to Otama and Opi to Bws but the sand in this area although 
suitable for concrete products, according to Mr Hodge although access 

Cont... /2 ••• 

65637B-200,00017/75CTK 
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54/15/48 

R ional mrine Officer, Ie 

UC LAm 8 ary 1977 

I< C.9 140 r(!)lvv ~JES f. 

Your r ferences 54/14/7/ , 54/14/7/5 an 54/14/7/44. 

I refer to the proble which aros la i Janu ry about t 
di ficulty in obtaining supplies of sand for concrete aking. 

e end result was to allow a relaxation to re ove aterial 
' during the holiday s ason in r spect of the lic nce is ued to 

1r IIod es. 

t 0 

1. 

2. 

Before further annual r~gewals are co pI ted it does seem 
atter need to be chec~out:-

The question as to why stock pilin of a r lativ ly saIl 
quan ity cannot be undertaken, either by t plier or t 
us r, hich appears to be Coast Concret Ltd in this in t c. 
I a sure this should be possible and e '10 ld need, by fact 
to be convinced otherwise and therefor t re should be 
need to have this proble arise over thc holiday period 

The other issued relates to the capacity of the foreshore 0 
ubstain re oval. At present the a ount is 11 ited and i 

shared bet een three contractors, s r od e , ~i pson a 
• ercury y Ready .11x. dy concern i t the last two 

ention d contractors don't see to be tilising their lic nc 
hich eans the supply syste is a t d. Si pson, accor 

to your advice, only re oved 175 and rcury ay Ready i 
took no aterial. On that basis, sho 1 th~y reapply, their 
requests should be seriously exa ined a to need for the t 
hich ight well be reallocated to. od if be express 

desire for ore ateria}, otherwise it i ht just be ept" 
reserve' • lease take appropriate ction a you consider n c 

or 

ary 



/ 1/5 

ir, 

• 

····.1 



\ 

c.c 

Yo hfully, 

or: 

The District 0 issioner of orks 
hnistry W rks Devalo) ent 

Your 47/16 of 25.1.77 refers. 

With the agreement of the Secret y of Transport the licenses issued for 
the ye co encing 1/1/16 iere endorced to low examination of the delivery 
notes of the licenses as ell as cthod of removal and closur of the beaoh at 
certain holiduy periods. Excmination of delivery dockets \ ill be undertaken at 
the first oportunity but as some loads may not be subject to recording proof of 
overextraction could be h"'xd to evolua.te. 

requent inspections have been undertaken durin this year and no large 
holes ere seen at any tioe. I am a are that Mr HodGe io noli the ain extractor 
and t ere is and has been ill feeling between him and the pe anent residents. 

in this G or this ill f cling uy have increa d as co. pl int has been 
received and referred to the Th es - Coromande1 Borollch Council that Ir Hodge 
placed 1 rge rocks over the beach access to reven-~ vehicular /lOcess durin tho 
p riod he las instructed not to work the be ch. 

I understand t iUt Hodge Gupplieu eady- Iix and or Co at Concrete 
t Whitianga and it i not understood sand extrncted is bcin used 

as buildin at Whi ti a and Goro nndel cannot require re t ar.Jounts of and. 
During my 1 st visit all ,he vehicles of i.l'Cury Da;r Ready-lix uere standi. idle 
in the y d. It may be th~t the Council ha~ 80,e requirement for road base rk. 
10 do b . th the recent subdivision adjacent and creat rune· 0 tho beach, closuro 

H.O. 

me 'ti inevitable. Your advice regarding renewal of Hodge'o license is 

'I. . 

o.tion. 

for: 

D. Gre1~ 
for: Re io Secretary for ~r~1sport 

./ 

cloned io copies of ~orrespondcnce for~ 
D. Greig 
H.R.T. 
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Inquiries to Mr 

The Regional Secreta 
Mari:1e Division 
MinistI".f of Transport 

. Private Bag 
AUCKLA.'fD 

; SAlID AiTD SHINGLE LICErl'CE: 
KUAcTUNU BEACH - r.r R HODGE 

.. 

Ref 47/16 

Your reference 54/14/7/5 of 29 November 1976. 

I ,,, , 

\5 7{/j~? " .) -' 
District Office Dey St . 

Private Bag, -Hamilton 

Telephone 62 899 

Telex NZ 2777 

Date 25 January 1977 

I enclose a copy of a letter from Mr C G Gillard of Auckland, to the resident engine "I', 
Paeroa, resarding the operations of sand licensees on this beach. Hr Gillard has 
written to this department v/hereas it is believed he should have directed hi,:; inquirJr 

to you, as your dep3.rt:J.~nt is responsible for the operation of the sand extractions. 
Mr Gillard is obvi0usly / joining with earlier complainants on the :'lctions of the 
lice:a.sees in that the beach is not being vlorked safely as requ.ired in terms of t.he 
licence and he is also alleiging that quantities greatly in excess of -the permi ~ aro 
bein~ removed. I think it would be as well if you could reply to Mr Gilla.rd wi t il a 
copy to this office. 

The resident engineer is becoming increasir..gly cO~lCerned at the continuance of : he 
sand removals and whilst no strong evidence of erosion is at the prese~t availab:e . 
we have seen the thesis produced by a university student on adjacent beaches ru1U in ~he 
thesi13 mention is made of incipient erosion.. ~,e would like to conduct a survey 
and investigation on the supply of sand to the Kuaotunu beach to determine t!le s afe 
rate of sand extraction from it. ~'li th the present shortage of fU:lds a.l ternativr, scn.l:C ;~es 
are being investigated together wi ththe provision of suitaole manpo\'/er to undertake tr.is 
work. 

. In the meantime it is considered tha.t r.!r. Hodge's licer.ce may continue for a further 
12 months but only prcwided that he observes all condi tiona of the licence :p3.rticula.rly 
that requiring the beacn to be restored at the end of each . working period and that the 
depth of removal does not exceed two feet. It is also considered essential that the 
stipulated quantities are not exceeded. You have earlier advised that enQuiries were 
being made as to your authority to check weigh bills and other such evidence of the 

l' licensees. In view of the ever increasing vlri tten allegat!,cns and comments received. 
~ by staff of this district it wculd seem essential that some check be instituted, and 
f\ I ahall be interested to !cnmi as to whether you now have such porlers. 

R E Hermans 
District C unissioner of "lorks 

y,;. 
I 

h-'1A ~ Per // /I 

(A K At oed) J:,l. 
...... <:~ ~ 

' .... ~ , 
Enel II) I ' •••. ,r / 

,t iJ'~ "/ .. /#}; 
I~.. -.< 
. - ."" 

~ 

(~J 
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93 tnt'lducape r : Mt ~ Eden, 
II 0 Auckland 4 

Rd:, 

!~ ,. 28. I 1\. 76. 
The- Resident Engineer, . 1\' 0 • ! 
IUnistry of Works & Developmen1~" ___ n- ' . "" • _. \ 

Paeroa. C '1 l\ ~ OJ 0 I ; • ,# r<" I I 
. - - - . -=-::;:-.----_. . -- . -. .. _. 

Dear Sir, 

In IY of last year I wrote to my local M.P. (a new 

experience fo me) with the request that something should be Lione 

to limit,and IUltimatelY phase out, the removal of sand from KUHotunu 

West beach (north of Vlhi tianga), 0 where I have a beach house Vii th 

future retirement in view. 

I received a replY from the Minister for the Envirorunent 

'(dated 9.10. 75) with the promise that-lithe environmental effects 

of the san0. ex~raction WOUld be asstassed more fUllY before f urther 

licencing was considered~ 

However, as excessive sand removal is continuing unabate·l 

I am now bringing it to your at tention as I understand beach d.umu[.se 

in this area comes within your responsibilities relative to permita 

issued by the Ministry of' Transport (Marine Div.) 

I am in no way associated with any "enviromental" group 

but I am ·concerned at both the short-term nUisance, and long-t erm 

damage, which is occurring at this beautiful white sand beach. 

I feel that lip service onlY is being paid to the effect upon the 

e~vironment. Please Bee attache<l "Environmental Report" which is 

.Perequired by t.he Transport Dept. (Marine Div.) before a permi t 

for sand removal 1s issued. I have filled it in myself as an eXCreiAl' 

in question - particularlY so in view. of the 

for Quotas and conditions for removal. 

the permits issued this year were for a tot~l of ' 

.M.,it WOUld appear that well in excess of this figur e is 

. boine; removed':' indoocl ufter 8PQaklIlf~ wi-trh loenl permanent !'E'n1.d"'n~n 



a 

4b) 
as to the 

beach, my 

3000Cu. M. 

I 
'2. 

! :' I , 'I ' 
DUlUb~I' of tl'luok 1 Dads eto. and measuring h~les left in the 

ate of sand removed by the one local operator is about 

.e. 'well in excess of his 600 cu.M. permitt 

no at empt has been mude to keep the stream mouth open, ae 

suggested in he minister's replY, as a legitimate reason for 
I 

, I ' 
sand removal. 

The beach has been turned into a quarry, with a front-end 
-,' 

I 'loader operating most days, and Clay has been deposited on the 

beach to consolidate the sand for a loading and stockpile area. 
! 

, i As ~redncted in my letter of last year, t~e road behind . 

the b'each (P.S.H.25) is already b'eing menaced by the sea - (earlier 

tl].an I expected) and in JUlY of this year lal'ge rocks were seen being 

dumped to serve as a buttress. 'The beach level at the eastern end 

has certainlY gone dovrn in excess of two metres in the last yea~. 
. (': t: I 

Continued sand depletion W~ll surelY hasten this erosion. .. :. I 

I am convinced that the situation will not be controlled 

~ntil all permits, are withdrawn as there are no pOlicing proceedures. 

COUld not all' sand requirements be met by extraction from inland 

sand deposits onlY, unless it is clearlY established.that, 

, ..< 

,i:r. 
" 

_. i 

(a) No sea erosion or other damage will ensue, .', . .... -
" . 

and. (b) No public nuisance will be caused.,~ 

I request that you give the above matters your consideration. 

Yours sincer,elY, 

.~~, 
,- .~ ,. " I • 1 

-------
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'SANDS AT 
!., , .. WHIRITOA 
':.; 
: ,Staff Reporter Tauranga 

\Vhiritoa Beach ratepayers have 
·been requesting the removal of sand from 
roads and sections, but complaining about 
commercial sand extraction at one end 

!l of the beach.' . 
,. The ratepayers want it mercial sand removal from 
1 both ways, a combined meet-' the beach. . 
~ ing of the Hauraki Catch-I The county cOll.'1cil feels 

ment Board and the Ohine-Ithat it cannot intervene as 1 
f muri County Council was toldlthe owners have existing use t 
" by the county chairman, Mr\'rights under the Town and 1 
r D. R. Jordan,. yesterday. Count~y .Planning Act.' The t 
e Both bodies had received sandplt IS on· Maori land, I e letters from Whiritoa Beach under the control of four ~ 
11 t . ' trustees. . . I 
. ra epayers, expressmg con The chief engineer of the! 

e cern at the apparent acceler- catchment board, Mr R. W. j 
I!. ation of erosion on the: Harris. told the council that 
i.: beach. \the Ministry 'of Works and 

. Last month, 42 ratepayerslDevelopment m.arine division 
:It signed a statement saying' had referred tne l!latter. to 
no that they refuse to pay theirlt~e board. and an mvestlga· 

. . hon would be made. After 
d present rates until the coun- this recommendations would 
, cil takes action to stop com.! be ~ade to the county coun-
. . .,.. cil. 

i~:'" .,.4' t " 

.. 

"You can recommelld all 
you like, but the law is there 
and the owners have the 
right to remove the sand," I ' 

I commented Mr Jordan. . 
1 Residents· of . Whiritoa I 

I Beach asked the counCil to t 
remove wind-blown sand I 

: from roads and sections and ] 
: the council had put up. 
barriers to stop sand building 
up. ': 

"They also ask us to open ' 
up the ends of the lagoons 
when the sand piles up. It 
seems that they have too S ' 
much sand on one hand. and 
then there are complaints Ii 
about its removal." '. 'e 

" 

,The scientist, who will S 
carry out the investigation, C 

;D~ R. F. McLeaa, of Auck- . 
iland University, told the ( 
1 meeting that beaches were ~ 
: fickle things. ~ 
. "We attempt to understand s 
their behaviour .and rate of e 
:IChan~e, and hope to' be able 
to predict future change. But c 

i there are not simple ques- r 
i ti.ons," Dr McLean said. I 
! He' agreed that subdivision, 1 
I building and interference l 

'with the natural contour of I 

Ithe foredunes could influe ce ' 
changes 0:1 the beach. . 

\ 

\ 
.~. 

. 
, '. 

, . 
" .. -
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,:;s.~~p" "mES' -rPiJ"n " ' I = , 1 ;'removal,.,;talks 
, " Staff RepOrter ' )": ., d 
I WAJHI - Yesterday's combined meeting ot"" 's' 'lam me ' ! tbe Haurald Catchment Board and, the 
/
' OJrlnemuri County Councn to' <.dlscuss sand removal from Whlrltoa was no more than a ~ uRftarring matcb" to see how little each could natural protection, were tion had not been resclndedq , give way. ", , pohutukawa' trees along the statements tbe authorities j I .. r " removed, along with the and contrary to Mr 1ordan's, 

Tha~ was the oplnlo~ ex· ratepayers' move. to stop 'foresbore. -" did bave the power to act. , I pressed today by Mr Alec sand quarrying, which they In the early days only a Having represented the' i Campbell, of Wblrltoa, who claim Is causing serious ero- limited amount of sand was case to ~11 Ministers con· t has spearheaded the slon atthe beach. removed by horse and cart cemed,MrCampbellsaldhe ~...... Mr Campbell said he was from the other end of the was later told the taking of : ' permitted to attend the beach and there were no sand was to be phased out meeting atter ratepayers bulldozers. and a careful study of the had demanded that their Quoting a letter from Mr situation was to be made' cbosen deiegates sbould be Fraser·Coleman\ acting when' the quarry lea'se ex· present, but he was not per- Minister of Works ID 1974, Mr pi red In 1976; , mUted to speak. Campbell said that the cat· , The meeting was not a . chment board, Maori Affairs The outcome of yester-. county-catchment board Department and the day's meeting was that the , Idea - they had been forced Ministry of Works and county considered that It , t to get ~gether by the Development had toet on the ; could not Intervene as th~ . I Minister for' the Environ- subject. sand quarry owners had ex f mente Mr Venn Young. : They had been' told to do Istlng use rights under the , The cbalrman of· the something about the sand Town and Country Plannin 
I
t meeting', Mr D. R. 10rdan, removal and erosion pro.' ,Act. ~ " the deputy county chairman, blem. . ' The" ,board's chle ,; t' had kept relteratin2 that Mr Coleman'S letter stated engineer, ,Mr R. W. Harris, , sand had been mined at 'that there were sufficient said the ,Ministry of Works~ Whlrltoa for 40 to 50 years, 'powers ,under existing' and Development's marine. Mr Campbell said. legislation - wbat was re- division had, referred thel ' But be overlOOked the fact ' qul!ed was the will to use the matter' to the board and a at the subdivision took, pq~ers. scientific investigation hape only seven years ago. Mr Campbell said tbat'to would be made (Oil the effect hen the' sand dunes, a bls' knowledge this leglsla· of the mining) . 

\
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1- 1 MORE CONTROt~~· ":. te, ~ . ,-! 

. ~A' ~{ONSECTIONS· ~ 
'~. \\ '-tlss~g of building per· provided to the satisfaction 

1,;. t 'mlts, for some Wbiritoa of council inspectors, 
~ sec'iions' has' been tight- The step has been taken at 
:. 'en ed, following complaints' the recommendation of the 

councU's, $()li~Jtors, . a that permits have beP-D An . 'application last week 
~:'" aUowed for properties sub- from the Whiritoa Surf Club, 

ject to flooding. for permission to. extend it.'! 
B 'ld'" t f th clubhousj!, gave rise to a 

'S U1 mg ~spec ors or, !! discussion on beach erosion _ 
,OhiIlemuri County Council and safe sit,ing, The counclJ 

~l. • have been instructed to now wants the Whirltoa 
;. refuse permits for sections Reserve classified In accord-
i.. . subject to flooding, or which ance_~ith the ~eserves Act: w, ' 

Ex 
.WI _' 

'. ' have inadequate drainage with lan~ leased, to the surf 
~' b . ' 'club bemg desIgnated for 
I, ,,;.' fflcers can issue penn its at I "local puroose use" and the 
, ,', the owner's risk where hl'lian!'e nf the resenre for ._~ 
J )foundations and dra~age are ,'.'recr~ation; , ' , 

i (\ )"0~111 ~ 
,I , . , 
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The Regional Seoretary 
AUCKLAND 

Attention : Regional Marine Offioer 

SAND REHOV.AL : \mIRITOA BEACH 

54/15/48 
GKW:11S 

BEAD OFFICE •• HARBOURS &: :EDImSRORES 

29 S ptenber 1977 

Your memo of 9 September refers. We have looked into this me. tter before 
and would agree that seotion 244f-oof the Harbours Act provides some power 
to regulate this extraotion. However, before envoking the powers of 
section 2~ we would need to have the agreement of the Maori Trustee. 
However, there are problems with taking this oourse of aotion • 

The licewe unier which sand is removed from \Vbiritoa. Beaoh is in the 
form of a 1ioenoe issued by the 100al Maori landowners and administered 
by the Maori Trustee. The problem is that the licenoe is mde in favour 
of Mr Castle, who is a part-owner of the land, and therefore beoause of 
this relationship the local Maori Trustee does not wiSh. to beoome involved 
in litigation over the matter. 

Perha.ps the best va::! to overcome the problem would be to approaoh the 
Maori Trustees drawing their a.ttention to the oomplaint mde by Mr Levett 
and asking them to enforce the provisions of the lioenoe whioh has been 
issued. I hope this provides Bome direotions. 

G.K. Whitehouse 
for Seoretary for Transport 
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u::zx13-400 

54/14/7 Part 2 

9 Sept r 1977 

Sir 

SAND mVAL: !IIIRlTOA BEACH 

fro h- F . A. Lev tt 

Yours r. ithfully 

n ... '· .... " ........ l s cr ary 'for ..... cport 

HEAD OFFICE 
!liu: S.E.O. Harbours 

Referring to your previou~ request 54/15/48 of 6 r4arch 1914, a further 
examination of this area~s undertaken and has shown that the extraction of 
sand from Maori Land could possibly allow the entry of the sea over the leased 
extraction area possibly cause erosion to the adjacent sub division. 
A check of Section 244 of the Harbours Act 1950 relating to Section (3) would 
appear to give this Ministry some authority to control suc~~o your 
comments are requested. 1 

~.I('d/~" ?d ,:g \l\~\~~ ~ 
fJ1f>--/- I I~ ,:>~:.\'\q ~,,'( 

3 t/ (') 1,/ / \J'l. t ""''i>o'''' '7 . ",.0 I' ""'''v 
~ ~ o~~o-

D.J. Greig 
for Regional Secretary 

t , 



alps 

15 t 1977 

•• 
for 
for 

Head Office 
S .E.O. (Hbrs) 

seoretary 

Attention: G. K. Whitehouse 

• 

are ort 0 th 
ple ~e adv' c if 
'liion. 

in the 
licy ra-.-

Copy for your information. Your reference 54/15/48 memo of 8.8.11. 
Information was requested in a letter to M.O.W. Olton dated 3.6.17. 
reply has been received to date. ~ j\~ J~';s 

~// 

D. Greig 
for Regional Secretary 
for Transport 

RErr:"!p' 
17 AUG 1977 
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SU AKTRA URGENT . 
ATTN DENIS MASON HARBOUR SECTION 
FROM CONWAY H,O''"!=::=:=I THIS 

..... COPY 
. ADR 

" 

. 
'; 

;.-' -- ~., 111 lis I »8 
! HEAD OFf~ce ] 
f~' );-:MUNICAllON SERVICES 

;i 211JAN 1971 
II 
I, '1--------11 

I: MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT 
i "'/ELlINGTON 

PLEASE ADVISE HODGES, ~Y HE CAN REMOVE NORMAL ALLOCATION 
PER MONTH FOR. WORKING DAYS JANUARY THIS YEAR ONLY PROVIDED 
COMPLIES WITH OTHER CONDITIONS OF LICENCE ISSUED 1976.· 
HE MUST BE CAREFUL TO PLAN REMOVALS SO AS TO CAUSE AS.LITTLE 
DISTURBANCE ON BEACH AND NOISE FACTORS AS POSS.IBLE. THIS ACTION 
APPROVED ON BASIS THAT RATEPAYERS ASSOCIATION ADVISE AGREEMENT 
TO THIS RELAXATION ,WAS GIVEN BY RATEPAYERS ,REPRESENTATIVES 

WNTHA 0171 21/01/77 1~:09:44 ACK 



SR AKTRA 
ATTN DENIS MASON ~~~IVISION 
FROM CONWAY H.O~~~ 

. FOR 

>yjr~1CfV 
....::==H==EA=· =O=O=F=F='C=e::::6-· 
COMMUNICATION SERVICES 

2~JAN1971 

HtNlSTRY Of TRANSPORT 
.' WElUNGTON 

IN VIEW OF CONSIDERATI S GIVEN PRIOR TO 'ISSUE OF CURRENT 
LICENCES TO THREE CONTRACTORS WE DO NOT AGREE TO ANY VARIATION 
OF HODGES LICENCE TO ALLOW REMOVALS DURING JANUARY. FURTHER 
WE POINT OUT THAT IN ACCEPTING THE LICENCES THE CONTRACTORS 
MUST HAVE BEEN AWARE dF RESTRICTIONS AND SHOULD HAVE MADE 
APPROPRIATE ARRANGEMENTS 

.WNTHA 0134 20/01/77 15:24:42 ACK 
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Commission for the Environment 

Birch House 
53 Murphy Street, Wellington 
Telephone~Ol*» 720.642 

Our ref: NRS 5/5 
Your ref:S4/1S/48 

The Director 
Marine Division 
Ministry of Transport 
Private 8ag 
WELLINGTON Attn: Mr I. D. Britton 

BEACH SAND EXTRACTION: KUAOTUNU WEST 

P.O. Box 12-042, Wellington North 
New Zealand 

Your memo of 3 May has enabled me to prepare a 
reply to the Kuaotunu landowners, and I enclose ~ 
a copy for your information. 

M. A. Ward 
for Commissioner for the Environment 

"t'o. • _.L-
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, 12 MAY 1976 
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Regional Secretary, 
AUCKLAND. 
Attention: D. Greig 

HEAD OFFICE 

6 April 1976 

KUAOTUNU SAND REMOVALS 

54/15/48 

54/14/7 Part 2 

I refer to your memo of 22 March enclosing a letter of 
complaint from the residents. 

ith regard to your last paragraph, there is no power to 
examine the records of licensees at present. However, a condition 
could be added to the licence which would empower such examination, 
along the following lines: 

liThe licensee shall, on demand by any officer of the 
Ministry of Transport or by any honorary beach warden 
apPOinted by the Minister of Transport, produce for 
inspection such of the licensee's records relating to 
the removal and sale of sand as such officer or beach 
warden may require". 

I assume that licences have been issued for the whole of this 
year, and the only way to impose such a condition would be to 
revoke the present licences (Which can be done upon one week's 
written notice) and issue new ones. 

I would suggest that in vie of the claims by the local 
residents you would be well justified in doing thiS, and at the 
same time you might also consider imposing extra conditions: 

(a) restricting the times or days on which removals 
can be made 

(b) imposing maximum depths for digging 

Such conditions would seem to go some way towards meeting the 
residents' objections. For instance removal could be prohibited 
on perhaps Saturday afternoons, Sundays, public holidays and over 
the Christmas - New Year period, and excavation could be restricted 
to a maximum depth of, say, 12" - 18" with provision for no "troughs 



2. 

or trenches to be left after removal. It would be course be 
preferable to discuss the proposed new conditions with the 
licensees and perhaps the Resident Engineer, ::.c-lD beforehand 
if this is practicable. 

I do not see that such conditions would cause any great 
hardship to the licensees who must be prepared to make some 
concessions. I have not of course seem the latest licences and 
you may already have imposed some similar conditions. 

~ 
(R.J. Morrison) 

for Director, Marine Division 

F.. you ill gather this s dr ft d before I rece1v d 
your inuted letter of 2 April to the 3 licensees and the 

ttached corr spondence fro 0 D. It ould eem that the lic nce 
hay alr a~ b en conditione along th lin s suggested above. 

he conditio S outlinea in your letter to cover the 
situation, Ithough I as c e that each eparate licence contains 
a axi rat ot xtraction per month. 

I suggest that yo ite to the lic neees advising the 
t at th pr ent licences ill be revoked on a specified date. 
and nclos new licences to come into effect upon such 
~e ocatio. es should inc! d 11 the conditions entioned 
to your lett r, plua the monthlY extraction rate per month in 

ach cas t plus th condition ntioned bove relating to 
!nap ction of records. 
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Commission for the Environment 

Birch House P.O. Box 12-042, Wellington North 
53 Murphy Street, Wellington New Zealand 
Telephone'JCJ:~ 720 . 642 

Our ref : NRS 5/5 
Your ref: 54/15/48 

2 April 1976 

Director 
Marine Division 
Ministry of Traasport 
Private Bag 
WELLINGTON 

Attn : Mr R. J . Morrison 

BEACH SAND EXTRACTION , KUAOTUNU WEST 

The Minister for the Environment has again received represen-

/
.tation from the landowners at Kuaotunu West concerning lll3ech 
sand removal, and I enclose a copy of their letter. 

I would appreciate it if you would consult with the Regional 
Marine Officer, Auckland to see if the landowners ' complaints 
can be substantiated and if the sand removal contractors are 
breaking conditions of their licence. 

for my Minister's reply , I would like your comments particularly 
on the possibility of revoking the present licence and replacing 
it with one incorporating the conditions requested by the land
owners. What is the most practical way of ensuring that the 
company complies with these or any other conditions set? 

M. A. Ward 
for Commissioner for the Environment 

fiLE • I.. 

11 1> . t"· / ....... ..... / .......... . . 
J 
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67 Raleigh Road, 
Northcote, 
AUCKLAND. 

I by __ _ 
The Minister of the Environrn~ ---- 15th March 1976. 

Government Buildings, D. E. MacIntyre. 
WELLINGTON. 

Dear Sir, 

We, the property owners of the Seaside Sub-division at 

Kuaotunu West and surrounding areas, strongly protest at the 

removal of sand and agg~egate from the adjacent beach. It is 

our wish that the sand removal in its present form, be stopped 

and we will be following 'Up whatever action is necessary to 

get this brought about~ The following facts list the grounds 

for our objections:- -

1. A plan is enclosed showing L~at there are 24 sections in 

the sub-division adjacent to the beach. One section now 

. has a permanent resident and many of the others are now 

being used by owners for holidays and weekends with 

increasing frequency. 

There are also many other property owners in the local area 

affected by the sand removal. 

2. Property owners are being forced off the beach by t..."'..e 

activities of con-c.ractors. _Recent examples occurred during 

the Christmas - New Year holidays \vhen families were 

3. 

enjoying the river and beach only to have a noisy s~elly £ro~ 

end loader come charging around the beach for periods of 

up to three hours at a - time. This forced people off the 

beach and made them understandably bitter against the 

contractors. Section owners should have the right to use 

t.lle beach closest to them without the disturbances of what 

has become nothing less than aquar~y. The contractors 

activi ties take place every second day on an 'average and 

include Christmas Day and Sundays. The noise level is 

such that at times residents are forced to close their 

_ house windmvs to exclude the noise. A recent example of· 

this occurred on a Sunday afternoon. 

The beach is being left in a very bad state as t...~e contracto: 

make no attempt to make good the removal. - Large pi·ts and 

trenches up to 4' deep are left on the beach and these are 

unsightly and make access dangerous at night. Also 

stagnant water collects -in some of the holes. 

••• 2 ••• 
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4. 'The quantity of sand being removed is excessive and local 
residents who have been keeping checks can verify this. 
The hole that was being used over the Christmas period 
had over 1000 yards taken from it and this was only one 
of the excavations done during Lhe year. ·Three truck 
and trailer loads totaling about 35 yards ,'lere being 
taken on the average of every s'econd day allover the 
Christmas -. Ne,y Year period. 

5. One of the arguments put forward to co.ntinue the sand 
removal is the obligations of the contractors to keep the 
river flowing. However the property owners have seen no 
evidence of' the contractors making any attempt to aid tee' 
flow of the river. The contractors only interest is.to 
get the sand out as easily as possible without any regard 
at all for the 'rights of other beach ·users. . 

6. It would appear that this' small area of beach is being used 
to supply a very large area.'of·the Coromandel Peninsular. 
This situation is hot very fair as there are vast quantities 
of sand on other beaches such as Otama and Matarangi. It 
is only fair if sand is to be taken then one small area 

. of one beach should not have to suffer the open. destruction 
which is at present taki~g place. 

7. There.is evidence of erosion co~~encing on the bace' of .the 
sandhills along the beach .and this could be due 'to the 
lowering of the beach level in front of the sand hills. 
Large scale aggregate removal is continually going on right 
down to low water level and this could very possibly be' 
lowering the beach level. This aggregate removal is also 
continually disturbing the beach formation causing excessive 
quantities of pebbles to come to the surface, making the 
beach unpleasant for swimming and recreation. . 

f:;' 
8. No shellfish have been found on the beach and this is .. 

hardly surprising when front end loaders are digging it' up' 
right down to 1m., ,vater level . 

• • • 3 ••• 
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In conclusion we make the followi~g recommendations:-

1. That the removal of sand over the Christmas period be 
stopped altoge~her. (24th December to 31st 0anuary) . 

2. That no further licences be granted. after the completion 
of the existing ones. 

3. That if it is necessary to grant any more licences this 
should only be done under more s~ringent regulations. 
which can be.adequately supervised by the licenci~g 
authorities • 

. /Encl . 

. . Yours sincerely, 

: g..,.~. 

a~tt·~A.->[ /&>~ .' 
\ ( . t( 
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SENT TO: ~ 
Mercury B~y Ready Mix Ltd 
WHITIANGK 

Messr~.A. Simpson 
P.~13ox 108 
wyrTIANGA 

( 

CoPy to: 

Mr HodgeL 
Kuaot~a Road /'ANGA 

't>ner of Works 
Development 

Attn: Mr A.K. Attwood 

Your 47/16 of 31.3.76 refers. Numerous complaints have been received 
by this office regarding the actions of the licensee for Kuaotuna Beach 
and several times, as at a meeting some tw years ago on site with the local 

.... ...... /2 



... 

... 

.. .. . . 
- 2 -

residents, I tried to get some person to act on our behalf as an Honorary Beach 
Ranger or report on irregularities with little success. One of the residents 
called last month with a list of trucks wrecking the area but the total amount 
would not have exceeded the total of the monthly rate of extraction and there was 
no advice as to which licensee was extracting. This beach is examined each 
time I am in the area and such visits will require an increase. I am at present 
in correspondence with the Director of Marine regarding my authority to examine 
the weighbills and other records of the licensees as is done by the Waikato Valley 
Authority staff. 

The conditions as recommended by your reports were included in all licenses 
issued apart from the prohibited days. As you are aware the licensees have 
already had notice that this area may be closed and that they should make 
investigations into seeking another area. 

The increase in complaints has arisen since the subdivision of the land to 
the rear of the beach although in the last two years the occupation of the sections 
has been very slow. 

CoPY to : 
R.O. 
SEO(Hbrs) 

Copy for your 

~CIS 

(D. Greig) 
f or Regional Secretary for Transport , 

(D . Greig) 
for Regional Secretary 
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~. Ministry of "!forks 

,. 

:-- 7. and ·Develop·ment 

", 

Our Ref: 

Regional Seoretary 
Marine Division 
Minist~ of T&ansport 
Private Bag 
AJJCKLAND 

. , 

Date: 31 Maroh 1976 

Your Ref: 54/14/7/5 and 54/14/7/4 and 54/14/7/44 

• . SAND AND SHINGLE LICENCE::) KUAO'lUNU :BEACH 

~ Private Bag 
HAMILTON 

Telephone: 62899 

In my memorand.um 26 Novembor 1975 to you I expressed oonoern at the oontinued 
removal of sand from this beach and also stressed the resident' engineer's 
reservations that the nominated rates and total quantities being removed were 

••• not being observed. I nOli enclose a copy of the resident engineer Paeroa 
memorandum 7/2 of 19 March 1976 which com~rises a copy of his reply to a 
Mr D.E. MacIntyre and his related comments to ~his offioe. 

It will be sometime before the proposed study of the beaches and fordunes of 
the Coromandel Penninsula can be put in hand. In the meautime I weul.! suggest 
that every effort be made to police the conditions of the licences and that the 
terms of each licence be made unifonn. /?d'~h()',:.., ;0/ ..co/r~~ ~~s/",...,c::-M"";",,, 

/,'$ ~,:o-",,,,,,y., t!'~e/' 

R E Hermans 
Dist~iot Commissioner o~ l'lorks 

p.rft~ 

Encl (A K Attwood) 

P.w. 150C (Rev, 9/73) 33B10A - 200,OOO/9/73CTK 

. 
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"' __ A. =-_. _____ _ 

fll~ 

'-1-1-

.... ~ _ .... _. - ~ -~ _.- ...... ---- ..-.~-

-~-

. __ ,-0 _ 
. \ , 

. i 



Ministry of Works 
and ,Develop~ment 

Our Ref: 1/2 

!ir ~ ~ Ha::lll~'TG 
67 ,Elich PJJlltl 
Hart t9 ' 
AlJCKLA: 

Date: 19 Hf't.rch 1976 

Your Ref: YOU-:' lotte of 'i5 !,Iarch t976 

P.O. Box: 123 PAtllOA 

Telephone: 8125 

Inquiries to: A t-J Stetmrt 

1 Tllm.ik y-on for your lctt~... 1~hil0 I an disturOOd at tho OOllton-ts of tho 
lo-ttor I e"j ne'1E.!rth"Ol\.:!'~ 1lU'li/ ploosod ·to 1Jo infOI1.U of uhat is going on ix'.o')'!.lOe 
I havo sunyocttil. tllU'" liconco hQldoro u...-wo not been C'Ol!lplyin(t with all the co!l:H.t:i.ollU 
Ulder ulIl.ch thnir ljconcco tro:I'O era;atoo, but lw:rJo not boon able to obt~i.n pI':)Of Cl:" 

this. 

2 Yo.u f.lt;] 00" be a.;~"!'O l~J ·~hc licarwil1Z syotOl!l wrka. Applioanto a1)111y to .the 
rUnistF.r of' 'l'ranc!!Ort { /.':e):'in~ DiVloioll) fOl'" G pcu ....... wit to rcmwo 0. sta:t31 flf-1(.\,-;a-i; of ' 
£!{I.':1Y. (or ~lLb:.a,o), ovm" 0. sta-;;EIl lC!lu-th of' MJ10.. The l1iniotr.~l ,)1" T:r'c."lrJ!>or-t rofor 
&'13' nuoh n~<pl.ic,ation l3hicL. lioo tdtbin 'tq llooideno.y to ma i'or n rooor.n9!l.dn:tion. 

A I.!'lOOlbar os:" r:{f O"~nff illf'poota tim site, and mru:-:oo a. l .. ecotlT..l~1d{;t.tion e:J -to uhether 
tho c:ppl:i.I')aUcu ohoul(f :";0 Cl"'!;utod. either b full or in part. Ho oJ.nc fJl";.g;JrotO 

e'V otmcli'f;ic:10 \ILion. h'1 tlrlnl::s is nooGOsGr"J_ I'z"UVided tho ~:inis"~lrJ of fJ'Z'MCPOFt 
&7.!'00 trlt1. tLw I<eco::l!lmd ... tion tIlq'{ isrruQ a pa..""'rJit. Our rOOOli.rnond..."\tlon in 
f'orm.\Z'.led: vie f~Y Distrw'c t.'f:fics in :l.e...Jil ton, 3ld thqy uJV of OOUl"UO <l",-ull.!:fJ.· srrq 
l"e\}or;L"lGlldation ,,10 make. 

'Jlhu.t~o is no pl"OVioio!l for polio1nC of thO:36 p~.1tG as fer no I lmouo I am Dt;)t 

€iv-en fJl'lY t'u!lC1u uith uh.i.oh to" Of!JT.'t."'~ out such polioin...--;, orp).w ~, etc.. , Hhioh 
\~uUl bo ncccosC'ry to cat abli::h .~i.l~t io occurrillg. Bor a'J 1 re.,<J'.!'G of DJ."!;f pO~roftl 
tnm; I M1r""O to oontrol a'1Y vnapp...-ovru ootivitioo. In tho cru>o of' the latter • 
(a.c_ tnkinG of oond 11']' oomoono ImOlln not to I:..:wa D. PGn"..it, ozcoOO.in;~*WJo !:\..P'~cp I 
gUM'tity, or :fciluro to co-~}j1::r ,lith oonditions mtachcd 'to t\ pemit)ll.oetg'~.::;.Of!tng can 
thw to tZiO :':in1GtrJ of rr'X't1d!D1JOrt Dlld ar.;k them to ta1:e appropri ato action. 

This I t{;.i.ll now do os z-e_;tn'du the lico:we holc!ore for Kuaotu:v~ Beach in so far oot 
aooordin3 to your fYca"tie:lents, t'.JOOe of the conditions ha:ve been breachel. 

Inoidentolly it uould luwe been of une to me if' you ba:l bsGrl able to l).UOte t he 
names of' tho f'il"i'Jn ca..""r-,fine' out tho acta you doseriba. 

3 Pol-YOur 
19'16 are: 

infort!l2.tion tho pm"mito nh:1oh wa h!ilfe ~ far ~:QVat for 

Ift.src-ary Bqr Roorl,y :Ux L1mi ted. 
Ao A. b-) ..... '!l'pSOll 

1~.j1. ~oe 

P.W. 1 50C (Rev. 9173) 33810A - 200,OOO/9173CTK 
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In tho osso of A.A. $1mpoon'o applioation he otatod that tho rato ot removal 
muld be "sq 60 oubio C1Qtrea per month". i.o. it appcaro he intended to 
tako tho oanci at an won rate thro~ tho year. neither of tho other tllO 
applioants otated an intenc1ecl rata ot l'UIlOVal. 

In roooOlendhlg tq)prov& of tho first tm appliont10n0 l1uter1 abovo tho 
01'1"1001' uho bandlcxl the matter (and. who traG rolativoly DOU to tb1B type or 
,»rk) ~C!OOr.lncmdoi o.'1ly thst "oooh applicant rarooVQO. materialo in EnlCh a 
method that the aroa 10 left neat ond tidy and oafs for the general publio". 

llben. he oem"to' de3.t with Uoilgds appl~oation a tEr'1I inonth'o latGl' he found 
that tho method of sand l'OClOVal tlhich lUld. boon eo1n8 on t;iSS not oourpletel3 
D8f;1Dfootor.Y end he recomm.andod. tx>1"O otrinae-l1t oonditions. 1 also oskod 
h1m to inalude sene oon.ditio.."lB uhioh wre of COllCerA to gee Therecommonded. 
condlt1onD £01' 'I1oc18a tlere thorofore as fo1101.18' 

," "", 

1 The rato ot raooval bG no areater thaD. 50 oubio metres pOl' . 
month. 

11 'l'bo fJsnd to be tekoa only from the araa of tho beach on the 
loft bauk of' tho P1toono Street, and not from tho aI'Oa on . 
the rlclht ~. 

l1i 4l'he licensee IIJIlSt rootore tho liOi-k!n.g area aftar each extraction 
operation. All hDlos must bo bm!--..tUled end thG ~h 10ft in a 
safe, neat aDd tidy oondition at all times .. 
. . 

tv . The depth of' QXtrnctlon not to «meal 0.6 motrcs. (i.e. f:1)pro»-
" .; .,,' '. '. I' '., . imately tllO teet).. . '. '. :'.' . '.' . 

... .. 
v· 

.( to . ' , 

Extl'aOtiOD OI,erations to be limited to the avaUabUiV ot' :" 
matarialo at the approvod site atJt.ID3'. time. ' . 

.. 
,". ... . 

I do not knoll t4lother or not tho IUl'Uat17 of 'l'r~1-t roade the 11c0lU)8 
. uubjoot . to theoe condit1oDa. : . , ..' ,. ' .. . . . , 

.:~ ,: ""4: . In cleal1n.r! with thooG q>plicatlo.nn. and. othoro for stm4 or ohingle' . 
: , ....... ' rWlOVnl clsewher& on the Coromandol Peninsula. tho oi'ticer concorul1l utreoaOl.l 

'. ':: " ,', to OUJ." D1str1ot, OfficG ttl10 points tlhi~ were W01'l7in8 UtU '. :' . 
~ '. '. . 

Polioing of permits. ,- . .' , . . "',.... . ~',. . 
" .' . :. . .' . ( .' 

Lack of inf'omation OD which to base an Estimate of boll muoh sand 
oan bo taken from orrs ODe plooa over n particular por1od.. 

AB a rcoult the District Oocn1G13ioner of liorks llrOte to the lIinistr:J' of 
'l'ransport Bt\YiDB "It is our intention to fo1'l'!lUlate propooala for a detailed 
.S'tudy of' tho baachos and tore:iuncs in the COl~ol fcm.inoula ond Dq of 
. Plenty Coostlinc.. 'l'he need for such a stu:ly 10 boin3 orca;t;ed brJ the erosion 
: al.rero~ occurring of various parts of too coast and aloo tbe tl~riomlt 
"amounta of otmd 'beil"J.s rEmOvoi under lioc.moo from soma ~hes. It uould bo 
·03 troll to inform oporators of this proPOCe4 o~ the end result ot ubioh 
could wll be tho roooz:mandnt1on not to iOBUO «"J3 further licences for sand 
and. s1l1.n81e extraction from boaoheo". . I. 

The threo applioants montioncii earlier tlGi"e GO tnf'omed 1tY the n:ln1st~ Qt 
'rronDport. liob'Wer I have heard natbine CIOre.o£ the proposed ~. In-!1l13 
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oaso I expect it td.;U be a. lengtIGr process and it nuw be som~ ootore tho 
, 'resuJ.to ere knoW. In tho moantimo t10 mJ.l have to roly on our ~l7Q!lant an 

to uhat quantities io it "aafo" to alloH to bo raoovGi oooh Joar. lJo do this 
1:u 6GDOl'al ooomvatlon of the otma of tho beach from tirlG to time. As yo..! 
lmo'tlt 1n tho oaas o-t Kunotunu, o:nd ban boon ra:xwtd for r:tal:\Y yooro tl1thout 
any oi@W or Sll7 pcrtlElnent ~r?O or c1.uJneo to tho beach untU tho l'oocmt 
ohan.;.~ l~ldoh 70U state bas oocurred. , 

'l'har& 10 t.horoforo reason to bollevo that providol sand removoJ. 18 kept to f B 
l:1m1tEd rate than tho omld GO ranovod mtJ;f be replncod 1tr fresh oand fl'O!7l tho 
sea bed, l:llioh in tum 10 replenished by sand beinG br()l13ht dow lw rivers end 
streams (or ahincle broU8ht dOl21 15' thEm miob :in in tum converted to Doud qy 
the aotion of tho sea). . 

lo"p the moment it lareoJ,y hingee on tthnt tho ellotmble rate per year should be 
and ubothur in teot tho licanaed oporatol'G are .keopins m. thin (Jlr.f limits 110 
fix. 

, Kuaotunu 10 not tho e~ betIoh in tho vioini ty whoro oand rcrlOVal 1s 
per:m1ttod. LioEi'lOQB are also issued tor the h1lmJaapoua lIal'bour are&. 

P.otfGVer it is felt that the al'Oa to the lof't of tho mouth ot tho P:1toono stl'OE.D 
10 a. ver-~ ou1tablo p1tVJ6 for sand mraotlon because sand daoa seem to roplenioh 
itself fBir13' r~"dil~l thoro, aod bGoa.u.no tnkine of Band does help to keep the 
~lvor mouth from blookil'l& up. fl.cOOOD is &20 oooU;y obtainnble. 

6 'l'haro is a vary real need f'or sand and sllinGlo t'or a variety of pllrpOcGO 
, and I uml.d be reluctant to ~oo to fJD3 ootlplete ban on their raooval. (as 
~"'OStal tv r:v Distriot Office) m-.cept lIharo it is telt that naturel rcple1illP 
mont 10 Dot traldnB plsoo. , 

, 
7 OM preblcn t10 a.ro noll £ccal ,11th at K1l.OOtunu :10 that (it too t-!1n1str.y of 
'IT:maport f011ouod our rcconmmdutiona) tho three licanaGd operatorS J:133 bo 
l~rld..Dg u~or dlffurmt sets of oonditionB. This td.ll make it dif'ficolt to 
knou which licCIlS8 bolde..~ ~ bG breaking the80 conditions. h1letber the 
lUniBtr.r of Transport oan impose turtbor conditions at this ot~O'Q (both to V.Jt 
.all three oper-ators on tho same footing, ald alGo to OVel~omo some of the, 
problwo you mention e.g.' wo1'k:1ng durin8 boli.dtw periods) I do nat knott, b\.rt 
1 'Hill tr,r md see if thiS can bo done .. 

The bi&;ost problOOl8 of' aU aN emuring tbnt aU conditions Get at'O complied 
lIlth. and that there are no opGl"t\toro 1fltb>ut licencos. who are taking tho Eland .. 
Frankl3 I do not knou batf thoso proUla.-.n Oall 00 overcome but- acain 1 uU1 &Jk 
rrrr D1Btriot Offioe to teke the matter up ld.th tho IU,n1stry of 'h'oUsporto 

8 Qnce r:t£)re I ldsh to thmk you for your report on this matter and to 
oommetrl you on the olear lll\Y in l1hioh you havo stated your case, DUd male firm 
l'GOOBI:lcndat1oIl1J. Wlo I do not a:;ree completely tri.th tho ~tm." I thiDk tlmt 
110 are ,in general) tb~ much Blono tho Sar.lO linea nnd' I hope that an im!>rovo
mont on tho a1t1.13tion can be ao1deved ~ 1DpoB1ng some f'roeh conditions end l:t1 
trying to see that they 8l"Q enforced. 

~ 
(A w Steunrt) 
Uesident ~aer 
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Dist CO!:t.nr of Norks 
1·1 U D 
IIJlJULTOlr 

.. Copy for your informmion, together ~rlth a. spare copy for sanding to 
Uinist1"'J of Tranoport, plus t~10 oopies of Hr llac:Intyre' s lo·~ter • 

2 I think this lett.or rna\:oo it olear -tha.t ntnistry of Transport; mUl3t 
tal<;e some a..otion to police the permits they issue. I think this could bc-st 
be don.e by the;: filarine Diviziou·s raI)reaanta;l;ivos at lJ1ritiullga and COl"CoarLdel. 
tlXlojor perhaps by "hoilOl"O..l'Y" inspcotors (i.e. local people appointee'. to keep 
~1 qyo on activities). 

If a hrel'lOh of cond.itions is. established then. I feel 1;ho licence should ba 
oancelled. If sdad in taken by a pOl'son whose licence hac bee.n canoelled, 
or who has not applied. for a licence. then. I foel a proseoution i'3 lmrranted... 

·3 Uould you please ank Hinistr-,f of Transport l1heth01' "the oondi'hion 
al'ply""lng to Hodge's lic8.~lCe oan be rotrospcc-'GiVt'31y applied. to the lioences 
fOl" I<~erCUl"Y J3~ Roady I.Ux Limited and A.A. Simpson. 

Would you please also ask 'uhether additional conditions could be applied. to 
all three lioenoes. If 00 theoe conditions should. be that . 

a No sa.nd rOOloval OCCu.rs on SaturdDtYs,. Sunda(To or publio holid!Wc, 

b That no removal takes place over a. oeI,'toin period at Cbristl!las. 
lu" MacIntyre haz s~~gested from 24 December to 31 Jalu.al"Y. ! 
think this is a little too stri.11.~ent and "]Quld suggest inotoa.:i 
fiorn 25 D~ainbsr to the third. Su..."ldatV' in Janu.ar-J. 

That no one licence holder shol.1.1d. extract sD.l~d at a rate 
greater thro.l 200 cubio metres per calendar month. 

4 If' I>U.nistry of Transport &.,"Tees to this they shoul<l also be as...l{cd to 
make it quite clear to Itcenoe holders tha.t a breach of mr;,{ of the conditions 
nil1 lead to oancellation of the licence.. I.Iinistry of Tra."1.Spol-t should. t1:.en 
arrange for regular. or i.~·termittent. policing, either by their own [r~aff, or 
by local residents • . Points whioh should pa.rticularly be "'latohed and should 
load. to inrnediate loss of licence are: 

a removal of sand from the right bank of the Pitoone Stream 
instead of the left ba"l'lk, 

b taking sand from a. r;reater depth than speoified, 

o failure to ttsmoothr1 out the beach after 'Working it. 

5 If it is f'01.md that removal of' betWe6.c'1. 2,000 
of sand pOT year is too !~uoh, or- if applicants oth 
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ask for permission to remove Band, then it mtW be neoessary to res~riot the 
quantities lioensed. for this area. and aak the applioants to obtain the 
balanoe (or evon all) of the quantity thtlY require from the lihangapoua 
Harbour. If so it will be necessary to define just what parts of the Harbour. 
are to be 'tlOrked.. 

o~ 
Resident Engineer 
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67 Raleigh Road, 
Northcote, 
AUCKLAND. 

'/, , ACCOUI"O:S - --

if:< 17 MAR 1976 
15th March 1976. 

D. E. MacIntyre 

Dear Sir, 

We, U1e property owners of the Seaside Sub-division at 
Kuaotunu West and surrounding areas, strongly protest at the 
removal of sand and aggregate from the adjacent beach. It is 
our wish that the sand removal in its present form, be stopped 
and 'frve' will be follmdng up \~hatever action is necessary to 
get this brought about. The following facts list the grounds 
for our objections:- ' 

1. A plan is enclosed showing that there are 24 sections in 
the sub-division adjacent to the beach. One section now 
has a permanent resident and many of the others are now 
being used by owners for holidays and weekends with 
increasing frequency. 

There are' also many other property owners in the local are a 
affected by the sand removal. 

2. Property owners are being forced off the beach by the 
activities of contractors. Recent examples occurred during 
the Chr istmas - New Year holidays when families were 
enjoying the river and beach only to have a noisy smelly fran 
end, loader come charging around the beach for periods of 
up to three hours at a time. This forced people off the 
peach and made them 'understandably bitter against the 
contractors. Section owners should have the right to use 
the beach closest to them without the disturbanc;es of what 
has become nothing less than a quarliy. The contractors 
activities take place every second day on an average and 
include Christmas Day and Sundays. The noise level is 
such that at times residents aLe forced to close their 
house windows to exclude the noise. A recent example of 
this occurred on a Sunday afternoon. 

3. The beach is being left in a very bad state as the contractor 
make no attempt to make good the removal. Large pits and 
trenches up to 4' deep are left on the beach and these are 
unsightly and make access dangerous at night. Also 
stagnant water collects in some of the holes • 
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4. The quantity of sand b~ing removed is excessive and local 
residents ,..,ho have been keeping checks can 'verify this. 
The hole that was bei~g used over the Christmas period 
had over 1000 yards taken from it and this t,..,as only one 
of the excavations dona during the year. Three truc.:k 
nlld trailer 10,aus I:.otaling nbout 35 yards .were being 
taken on the average of every second day allover the 
Christmas - New Year period. 

5. One of the arguments put fon..,ard to continue th~'sand 
removal ·is the obligal::.ions of tho contractors to keep the 
river flowing. However 'the property owners have seen no 
evidence of the contractors making any attempt to aid the 
flow of the river. The contractors only interest is to 
get the sand out as easily as possible without any regard 
at all for the rights of other beach users. ' 

6. It would appear that this' small area of beach is being used 
to supply a,very large area 'of 'the Coromandel Peninsular. 
This situation is not very fair as there are vast quantities 
of sand on other beaches such as Otama and'Matarangi. It 
is only fair if sand is to be taken then one small area 
of one beach ~hould not have to suffer the open destruction 
which is' at present taking place. 

7. There is evidence of erosion commencing on the base of the 
sandhills along the ~each and this could be due to the 

- lowering of the beach level in front of the sand hills. 
Large scale aggregate removal is continually going on right 
down to low water level and this could very 'possJ.bly be 
lowering the beach level. This aggregate removal is also 
continually disturbing the beach formation causi~g excessive 
quantities of pebbles to come to the surface, making the 
beach unpleasant for swimming and recreation. 

Ii: 
8. No shellfish have been found on the bea'ch and this is 

hardly surprising when front end loaders are digging it up 
right down to 1m'1 water level • 
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In conclusion we make the following recommendations:-

1. That the removal of sand over the Christmas period be 
stopped altogether. (24th December to 31st January) • 

2. That no furthe.= licences be granted. aft.er the completion 
of the existing ones. 

3. That if it is necessary to grant any more licences this 
r should only be done under more stringent regulations 

which can be adequately supervised by the.lice~ci~g 
authorities. 

Encl. 

Yours sincerely I. 

.~~.~~~~I 
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c.c. Ministry of Transport, Auckland. 
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Minister of the Environment, Wellington. 
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l~lP~~l MEMORANDUM ; '1' /'-u/ 

. 54/14/1 Part 2 Our Ref .................................................... .. 

Your Ref.: ................................................. . 

HEAD OFFIOE To ....................................................................... . -r-... _____ ; From .......... ~~~.~~.~ ... ~~~~.f!.1 ... !E.~.~.~.~ ...................... . 

.......... A.t!i.~P.j;.!9'!J:.~ ... ~.~~~.9.! ... ~~F.!}.................................... Date: .......... ~g .. ~~.?~ ... ~.~I? .................................................... . 
XUAO'lUNU SAND RDtOV ALS 

Subject: ................................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

The matter of the removal of material under lioenoe from the beaoh at Kuaotuna would 
appear to be a matter of more oonoern to those persons who have now bought properties 
in adjoining subdivisions sited at the oorner of the Coromandel Whitianga -

•••• Matarangi SPit Road and a oopy of a letter reoeived is enolosed for your information. 

A spokesman for the residents oalled at this offioe reoently and inferred that 
sand was being removed in uoess of the lioenoe gTanted. However when in disoussion 
it was put to him that some persons residing pennanently in the area be appointed to 
aot as Honorary Beaoh Wardens on behalf of this Ministry it again appears that no 
resident is willing to aot in oase of reperousions from one of the sand lioensees. 

The only other souroe of sand in this area whioh would normally leave a supply 
site for Whitianga and possibly Coromandel oould be between Whangamata and Paeroa 
but oartage of suoh a distanoe would be prohibitive. - Another site oould be the 
removal of sand 'ttY' barge from outside the Kuaotunu spit. 

It is understood that the Waikato Valley Authority have the right to examine 
the delivery dockets of the lioensees who remove sand from the Waikato River. 
Would you please advise if suoh aotion would be within the authority of the 
Harbours Act and if this would require some speoial delegation of authority although 
it is realised that suoh a oheck might not reveal the true enent of removal as 
possibly some would be on a cash basis. 

D. Greig 
for Regional Seoretary 
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67 Raleigh Road, 
Northcote, 
AUCKLAND. 

15th March 1976 •. -

Ministry of ,Transport, 
Private Bag, 
Cus't.omhouse, 
AUCKLAND. 'Attention:·Mr. Gregg. 

D. E.- MacIntyre 

Dear Sir, 

~ve, the property O\vners of the Seaside Sub-division at 
Kuaotuml West and surroundi~g areas, strongly protest at the 
removal of sand and aggregate from the adjacent beach. It. is 
our wish that the sand removal in-its present form, be stopped 
and \ve will be follo'Vling up whatever action is necessary to 
get this brought about. The following facts list the grounds 
for our objections:-

1. A plan is enclosed showing that there are 24 sections in 
tpe sub-division adjacent to the beach. One section no;v 
has a permanent resident and many of the others are no~ 
being u,sed by owners for ,holidays and weekends with 
incre'asing frequency. 

2. 

There are also many other property owners in the local area 
affected by the sand removal. 

Property owners are being forced off the beach by the 
activities of contractors. Recent examples occurred during 
the Christmas - New Year holidays \vhen families were 
enjoying the river and beach only to have a noisy smelly front 
end -loader come charging around the beach for periods of 
up to three hours at a time. This forced people off the 
beach and made them understandably bitter against the 
contractors. Section O\vners should have the right to use 
the beach closest to them without the disturbances of \·;hat 
has become nothing less than a quar~y. The contractors 
activities take place every second day on an 'average and 
include Christmas Day and Sundays. The noise level is 
such that at times residents are forced to close their 
house windows to exclude the noise. A recent example of 
this occurred on a Sunday afternoon. 

3. The beach is being left in a very bad state as ~~e contractor: 
make no attempt to make good the removal. Large pits and 
trenches up to 4' deep are left on,the beach and these are 
unsightly and make access dangerous at night. Also 
stagnant \vater collects in some of the holes • 
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4. The quantity of sand being removed is excessive and local residents '.vho have b;en "keeping checks can ve!:"ify this. . The hole that was belng used over the Christmas period had over 1000 :yards taken f~om it and this \Vas only one of the excavatlons done dur~ng ~~e ye~r. ~~~~e truck .. and trailer loads to taling about 33 yc:trds \.;ere !:)~i:'..g taken on the average of every second day allover the rChristmas - New Year period. 

5. One of the" arguments put f0r ... tard to continue" the sand removal is the obligations of the contractors to keep the river flowing. However the property owners have seen no evidence of the contractors making any attempt to "aid the flow of the river. The contractors only interest is to get the sand out as easily as possible \vithout any regard at all for the rights of other beach users. 

6. It would appear that this small area of beach is being used to supply a very large area"of the Coromandel Peninsular. This situation is not very lair as there are vast quantities of sand on" other beaches such as otama and Matarangi. It is only fair if sand is to be taken then one small area of one beach" should not have to suffer the open destruction which is at present taki~g place. 

7. There is evidence of erosion co~~encing on the base of the sandhi lIs along the beach and this could be due to the lowering of the beach level in front of the sand hills. Large" scale aggregate removal is continually going on right down to 10\'1 water level and this could very possibly be lowering the beach level. This aggregate removal is also continually disturbing the beach formation causing excessive quantities of pebbles to come to the surface, maki~g the beach unpleasant for swimming and recreation. 

t-8. No shellfish have been found on the beach and this is hardly surprising when front end loaders are digging it up right down to Im<l water level . 
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In conclusion we make the following recorrunendatiol'm:-

1. That the removal of ~~nd over the Christmas p~~l:iod be 
stopped at-together. (24th December to 31st ~T\\1\uary) . 

2. That no further lic~::~es be granted, after tho ~ompletion 
,.. of the exis.ting ones. 

3. That if it is necessa:;.y to grant any more licences this 
should only be' done t:nder more stringent regUlations 
which can be adequately' supervised by the l;i.c~,mci~g 
'authorities .. 

Encl. 

Yours sincerely, 

0. ;;::?Z~-
1~ 'f,r.6~. 

/Ji JJcq 1;#. I 
~/l /..'1'y{' 7 .' / /1' ~ /A~(1) ;/.~" ~ (//' 7'/~ "t/~,~~ 1...-,... ,/ :,{, . .( (" /' '£ 

" () ---k I ~....- I • 
iJ, {/- If' '.1.J!..' d '/\' /1 .,(U,/K. -

I 
I 
I 
I , 
! 
I 

I 

\ ( 

(1 

II 

c.c. The Resident Engin~er, Paeroa. M.O. W. 

The Minister of Environment, Wgtn. 
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.... ' ;-, ,-: , SAND _VAY '~ KUAo;nwy' _' '~. ',' , :. ,:' 
. . '" , '. ~ ," , 

, I refer ,to yo~ m~~r8i1d.UDi·:ot'10' OctoberenC10S~ :', 
co~spondeDCe',rete'rred to you by ~e BaUrak1 Catchment ,Board. 

, .' . ) , " . , . " 

\ ... ". 

,' .. 
, ' , ,Your e~ller l'eport' ot 16 se~tembel' (tor ,which, I have not 

;" ,yet thanked ,you) was .refeRed to the Comm1ss1on.r toJ:' the :.' ' 
, ' f,/. :'EnviroDlJ1ent enel I am enclosing tor "your iDtormatl.on a o~t , 

his reply. '., ' 
. '., . 

" .' 

" . 

" ' 
• ~ ;l 

. . 
"" . 

, ~ stie no reason 'to luli~"all' '~xtract10il8 at tlu~ "s~e ' 
it your assessm&nt and J.Unistry of W'orks& Development re~~ 

tr't.!are aat1stac'tol'Y.' although olearly "a cloae, watch should b'iP.! ' 
" kept on the 81 tuat1on. 'You sho\lld ensure that ,the' applicants 

complete an environmental assessment questionna1re t e1 ther ,our 
tormer qU.st!ounaire or the' attached amended format (which ,is 
bas'cally, the one reterred to in the, Comm.1ss1one~t 8 memorandum 
8J1d '44l1ch 18 be1Dg: irlcluded ,in our revised' 1nstructionson 

, sand and sh1Dgle removals).', , ,',.' '. , ' , ' ,. '. ' :,-
. '. I, ' • 

, . . If -you' are in 40ubt wen the assessment' has, been completed~ 
you should send all'relevant in:tormat1on to ,us"and we ·,w111 . ' 
discuss. the matter with· the Commission for the Environment.,",' . '. ' 

, " 

-4.'" , 
, ' 

. ' . ", (R.J. Hol'l'1~n) ".' , 
tor D1rector"HarineDtv1s1on 

'.: 
',f I. 

" ,:,1)ISP!'(!(Pr.-.~ , 
.,,', '. 

" ",:''', , '.SJ OEC,t . " , , 

" . ,-". ..,." ;., 
~ ". " . 

~l- " 
, . .". 

.. ,.', -'," '. 

-- ..... ... 

... 4 '. ,',' , ' - .. ~ 
. -.-, " ~ . , . . . ' . ", ~ ,- : 

~ .',. ,- .<. 
.... ",;. ,"': < 

, . , , , .. 
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MOT 5 

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT 

54/14/7 Pt 2 
Our Ref.: ......... .. ......... ........... .... .... ... ... .... .. . 

Your Ref.: .. ... ......... ................... ................ . 
DUM 

HEAD OFFICE 
To .. .... ... ..... ... .. .... ... .. .......... ... ..... ..... ..... ....... ... ... ...... .. . . 

/ REGIONAL OFFICE, AUCKLAND 
m ......... .. ... ... .... .. ........ ................. ....... ...... ............... ... ..... ......... . 

ATTENTION: S.E.O. HARBOURS 10 October 1975 
Date: .... .. .... ...... .. ...... .. ....... ......... ..... ........... .. ... .. ...... ... .......... ........ . 

SAND REMOVALS: KUAOTUNU WEST 
Subject: .................... ... ....... .. ..... .... ... ....... ...... .. ... ... .. ..... ... .. ...... ..... ....... ..... ..... ... .. ..... ...... .. .......... ......... ... ... ... .... .... .... ..... .... ...... ....... ... ... ... . . 

further to your memorandum 54/1 5/48 of 8.9.75 and my report of 16.9.75 regarding 
objections to the removal of sand from the above area, please find enclosed photo 
copies of correspondence received referring to the same area and referred to this 
office by the Hauraki Catchment Board and Regional Water Board. 

As you are aware this area has been adequately reported on by our technical 
advisers in the past and closure of this area could cause some hardship and possibly 
considerable objection to licensees for this area. However it may be that your 
decision is that extraction of material from this area should cease and no further 
licences issued from 31.12.75. 

Please advise your decision in this matter. 

Att./ (D. Greig) 
for Regional Secretary 

37CMOG- 200.00011 t173CTIC 
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... ----P.O. Box 7 
Te Amha 

~I. 1. ~ Ion. 
Se-::retary .- I-IA URAKI 

tlCl~ .~ 
'(;\ ~ /.~ 
CATCHMENT BOAR .'. 

...., 
R. W. f .• _ D.S.C. B.E. and 
Chief Englne9r 

REGIONAL WATER BOARD 
Telephone 505 (3 lines) 

The Supermtendent, 
Harine Division, 
~~~stry of Transport, 
Private Bag, 
AUCKLAND 

Dear Sir, 

SAND REHOVAL - KUAOWNU BEACH" COROHANDEL 

I enclose copies of corresponder;.ce from the N. Z. SeeD 
Preservation Society and Hr A.C. Hamer COD'2:erning the remov" 
sand from Kuaotunu Beach, Coromandel for your consideration 
possible action . 

""{ours fait1lfulJ 2' 
j.H. Morrison 
SECRErARY 

/ I j ' 
I 

I. 'I! _'" /1 II' 
r . 7i' 

per ..... a « .... .. .. 



ALAND SCENERY PRESERVATION SO ·: 

P.O. BOX 2051, CHRISTCHURCH 

The Chairman, 

Hauraki Catchment and Regional water Board, 

P.O. Box 7, 

Ta Aroha. 

Daar Sir, 

ra Removal of Kuaotuno Beach Sand 

I enclose this copy of the letter sent to the 

Hamer. 
~ 

7th August . 

Society bl! 
~ 

The Committee hope that you Wil.L ba able tu taka so:na ac:: ~ 

Yours faithfully, 

Mrs J.M.H. Davie 

Hon. Secratar,Y._ 



/ .. ~*- .. ---.---- ----- .---... ---~-.--':"~-;..--------• I --~.-
I 

A U C K LAN D H 0 S PIT ALB 0 A.R D 8.107 

OAKLE~Y HOSPITAL 
Phone ~ 867·199 

Addren reply to th. 
Medi<: .. 1 SuperintendlNl. 

I 
I 

CARRL'lCTO:-l ROAD, POI.:."lT CHEVALIER 
AUCKLAND. 2. 

I 
I-rrs .T .H.R. DaVie, B.A. I 
Han. Secretary,. .. 

YOUR REFERENCE 

4 February 1975 -

. . 
~reW' Zealand Scenery Preservation Society- (Incorporated), 

~~s~~~~~' .,' . . . . j ",>~ ... ''"-:- -;~: -.. , ,<- :~:: .. '._~~:" ~'::~ ___ .. : -.. '---. '.~' ::~.::_.- .~-~:.-. ~.> .:- -.. 
•... -.? ... -. ... -.:::_- -. J-.:- .--:---. :"'-0' .-.,:- ........ ;. ........ ' •• ' 

Dear ¥.adam,· . 
-I" :~"~. . ~ .. '. '-' .. : - .. ::'""'~.- ... ' .. -' .. -, .' '':'.'' .. " -. - - - ':, ~ ~ 

~ _. -.. -.,. . -. :.,.~ . - ':~'~~"';': '. . -: -, 

I liaS encouraged by .your 1974 Report to write and ask you if' you can 
help in the erosion "Problem caused by the lifting of huge amounts of tJand 
from Kuaotuno beach. {near I-ihitia..'lga) far and above- the q,uota allowed. The 
contours change fro!I1 month to m.onth. The Nari time Dep~tment does. nothing; 
the local bodies seem equally helpless. The sand is distributed as far as 
HfL~ei Southerly, I believe, to ma~e' cement. The beach is almost impossible 
to I police t ~ ,1,\ 

\ - " 

I·;Y- vested interest should, of course, be decl.?..red. I mm n house about 
500 yards further along the road froD "There the sand is uplifted. .'. 

\ . i 

'~I uould be grateful if you cuuld see into this 5-Cievous Itat:t;er and I am 
encouraged to see tp..8. t there are t:w colleagu.es 0n the COlJLli ttee. 

?fs i'aithfully~ . 

SG~' 
A.C. Hamer" -- ~ 

H.B. ,D.P. H.,F.R.C • Psych. 
Surgeon Captain R.H .. (Rtd.). 

P.s .. Anyone nho has seen the documentary "River of SandI! will realise the". 
results of removing sand ~ron beaches. 

--e....'-r<--~L 

L~G u-v~ 
~'-'IJ ~c. .. A1_ S 

! 
·1 , 

,1. _______ ._. __ .... ______ ._1.. _. __ . '_._ .... ___ J. _'. ________ .. --.- -........ -~---..- ....... -. __ .. -.. 

I 



~.~ J> .~~\ 
RSC.t;tl{O 'V' 

I - 3 tIlOrlC9J6~ _ 
. ~It\' ~I 

- .., tNr;> ,I )1.' •• 
</'~._. (;~~ -mission for the Environment 

'I; -.~ 
'-!.l..~tP ... 

Birch House 
53 Murphy Street, Wellington 
Telephone 7lO)(~ 720-642 

2 October 1975 

Director 
l'Iarine Division 
l'Iinistry of Transport 

BEACH SAND EXTRACTION - KUAOTUNU WEST 

P.O. Box 12-042, Wellington North 
New Zealand 

Your memorandum of 24 September and accompanying papers 
(Reference 54/15/48) have presented a useful summary of the 
beach sand extraction situation at Kuaotunu West in answer 
to my enquiry. It is apparent from the recent correspondence 
to the l'Iinister for the Environment and earlier complaints 
by the Residents' Association referred to by your Auckland 
office that there is considerable local concern about the 
effects of the beach sand extraction operation in that area. 
The concern of the l'Iinistry of Works & Development about 
sand replenishment after storms and possible removal of sand 
from abeve the high water mark are additional matters of 
concern. 

It is apparent that the preparation of an environmental impact 
assessment of these operations would be useful along the 
lines discussed between l'Iessrs l'Iilne and Wendelken on 5 l'Iarch 
1975. An assessment could broadly follow the format suggested 
by the Commission in its memorandum of 21 November 1974 and 
would best be completed prior to consideration of licence 
applications in this area for 1976. 

The Commission would be pleased to discuss this matter further 
and assist in the preparation and evaluation of the assessment. 

I'I.A. Ward 
for Commissioner for the Environment 
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MINISTRY 

MOT5 

Our Ref.: .... 2~l.t4!1.. .. ~~? ................ . 

~ 

HEAD OFFICE WELLINGTON To ................................................................................................. . 

ATTN: S.E.O. (HERS) ...................................................................................................... 

Your Ref.: ................................................. . 

REGIONAL OFFICE AUCKLAND From ............................................................................................. . 

. 16 SEPTEMBER, 1975 Date ............................................................................................. . 

SAND REMOVALS - KUAOTUNU WEST Subject: ................................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

This area of removal was subject to complaints from the 
Residents Association at the beginning of this year and the members 
of the Association were met and our p~~edure regarding the issue 
of licences was·advised.Also advised ~the licences issued and 
the total amount available for removal this current year. 

Ila.:r 
While no member would ~ on our behalf as a Honorary Beach 

Ranger it was given to understand they would keep an eye on the 
area and report any unauthorised removals. At that time although 
it could not be confirmed information seemed to indicate that the 
Ministry of ~?rks were re~ponsibl~ for some unauthorised removals. 

The areas at Kuaotunu from which sand may be removed are 
shown on the enclosed plan and while it is doubtful if the whole of the 
zones shown are below HWOST it often appears that much of the 
material is removed above this mark. From observation of the beach 
over a long period, recovery after extraction presents no problems 
and also removals assist in keeping the stream mouth open preventing 
any backing up beyond the bridge. 

The sand in the designated areas is of good quality but at the 
lower tidal area is mixed with fine metal. The foreshore some ten 
chains towards Whitianga has a mixture of sand and surface rock 
and being close to SH 25 any removal co~cause errosion which 
could affect the road. The triangular are~luff Road and SH25 
has been recently subdivided but the older residential area is 
further towards Whitianga. Bluff Road runs almost to Matarangi 
Beach where plentiful amounts of sand seem to exist but there is 
little or no vehicle access. 

The licensed users of sand at Kuaotuna are listed below and 
are mainly small operators as the area of demand would mainly be 
around Whitianga township. The largest user would be Mercury Bay 
Ready-mix and while at one time some sand from this area was taken to 
Coromandel it could be' that the haulage costs now prohibit this use. 

Sand for the area around Whangamata is extracted from Maori 
land at Whiritoa. 

Kuaotunu apart from its easy access could be the only beach 
from which sand is available. 

37_-200,00QI11I73CTK 
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'" ,Commen,ting on ·the .. Qompla~tB·letter:- 'the stream has"~ 
~; .. .; .' over the beach in' ·the, same approximate course since my ~:J.rs~ 
." ':," , .: examination of ·thi~·,area. and e'ven in, dry. weather the . flow would t 

.' prevent stagnati'on. ~ . ,.' ," ", .', .~. . " ':. 

, ". . ,Th~ erros'i~n at B:U~falO ·B~aCh·. ~~s ~~U8~d by m~' fa~tq'rs;" .' .. 
. ' storm', : change 'in, :the .. patterh o~, the 'flow ot the· Whit,i~a river;' , 
,:: and' I was' .advised·once' that with the building of .the road at this ,., 
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.. and reduced ,'the foredune. ' , . 
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. . ,' " ',:, ,LICENSE~'" ~". '. :fERm:!r" . , ,ALLOOATION:: . .' ExTRACTED' TO' l)ATE ' 
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M.A.' HOnGB'" ';, '. ·2617 .' 600 "~,, It,: 114. it3, (1;0, July':30) 
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. . '.' . 2300 cubic 'yards' (1758 m' J ~d ' that each licence is endorsed; , 
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.. '.c:\, ~ Ministry of Works 
~~ New Zealand 

P.o. Box: 123 PAlmOA 

, . ' ... - Telephone: 8725 

Our Ref: Date: 26 ~ 1m Inquiries to: 8 D Gl.eaa 

Your Ref: 

SAt~ AND mrmLR LICJmC1e (1) m§tetmY JlAY R1W1r-m:t YlD 
" (2) 11 It nOOOE, ~OTWm 

An tn~(.~lon of" tho area Tilerc) '89 hnve gben permie:d.-on to rGlOW sand ana 
'Shl"~Q OCOlll"rt-xi on 23 U4Y 1975, anA shoVJOd m 8t'rJl"!JOtable chMgo in eanc1 Ed 
sh1.i1(1').o deposit on the beacl1. 

ltol9O'VOr, as was mentioned in err report or 2, Jul3r 1914 the levola of' th!a 
boadl con alter quito I'GIrorkabq Ollar B~ weeks, wht.ch til tum can attoct 
the quanttf\f of 48nd and al:l1.n.clo av£\'lJ.ru.~~,_f'o:r ~. 

!ftlla \vPO or trDvr.eent fir Ratertala on the beach usuaU.v takes place a~ 
1~rt.h-eaatOr~ atoms. :tf'srter such a atom tho lowo1 of tho beach i8 left 
lOT1 uo .reqtiest that the romovel, o~ tw1d and ahlnGlo be ourtnUed untU a new 
bu1ld-up t&.lc:Ga plaoo.. ----

It should be eppl'eolated thnt tho l'eTlO\lal t£ matorial b'o-.l t!lI> beach *n the 
Mtuml. qrcle or build aD1 romval 1& at ita l.oweat eA."l Af'toct t.hta pattvm. 
1htD eI.~t could. bo lD tho .tom ~ ct&naive beach erosion Vh1ch f.n tum 
leailtl to 1101'0 ~rtoua prob1om.J. I 

With· thtt (bore zostri~ionD tm 8t)pltC3atSDn ~or the ~ fll o~ 3Q1ld ta 
rer~l!ea. I ' 

~eoo8ppltDo.tlol1lJ nov brl.ng the total to 2.300 ~ ~or tbta '8f1Dr .. wbtdl to 
vWlln our ro~ llmtt. . 

• ~ .! 

.' . 

..f ...... ..-:Y. 

P.W. 150C {Rev. 4/721 767:2CT i 

I 
~.~~~-- .~-.... ~ .. -~-,,,,, ......... ,. .... "'~'~.....,.-.- ............. ,-_ ....... -, .... ~ ....... --.-..• .---.. - .. ...,-.. _ ............. _, .... ~." .... ~. --_. --_ .. 
J' t .~. , 

; 
, 

.' .,) I .. ' 

.~ ~. . 
.. ' 

I 



his form mus·t be produced whell demanded by an 
$fficer .,,, rer-.. asentative of the Marine Depl1rtment 

M. , 200 (Rev.) 
L/~ I 1/--

Referenced..7--:../ff' 2(;-2 .............. _ .... _ 
...... 

LICENCE 'TO TAKE MATERIAL 
Pursuant ~o the Harbours Act 1950 

. .'/ r/'/;; 
j~l . '" , N t/{ [(j(' , 

:d~=::}C~~f~~;~~~:==:::::·=.=. 
/.') II ,( / ;' ~-' ~ 

.-:( . I,) ,'" [~4·t..( / u ..... "....J.-J:.rt1 
- ....... ........... .. ....... , ....... .......... - .............. .... -.-.......... -'Y' ...... -.----.... . 

2617 

You are hereby authorised on payment of a licence fee of lOs. ($1" and subiect to the terms and conditions set out 

6 . --
,f". f<' " t-C p;.,' ( . .100 . ';lI0!,y *.. .. - .. ~ below, to take and remove ................. _ .................... cublc ·yards pe .............. .':.1 ................ of stone • ..mln~le, sand, t50u1ders, s~fififc1. 

.. ........................................ ..... from an area of the *foresnore . below high-water mark, harbour. river bed. bed of the sea, 
.f" /""-' _ ... ~ /' 

described as .................... t...~ .. ~i.?!..-£<{.i.. :!.J~i£. ... _ ........... (=..!!:::? ... ~!Y.. ..................................................................... _ ........ __ ............................. __ .. _ 

!. This licence shall expire on 

terms hereof. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

the .......... ~.~ oay of,. .. /!~.< ......................................... _ .. .. 
. // I 

'/ v I 

19.L unless sooner revoked in 

2 . . The Iic~nsee ~hall pay .to the Marine Department a royalty of all material taken and removed at the rate of 
"..;~; If' t-4.~ .. -:' _:I It 1' '' ~.--

........ :. ........... ~.. .. .............................. per cubic- yard. I ~ e...<. -'t,L 

-/:'3. The Hcenstle shaB, on the firST day of each !no nth, produce for inspection to ,~~.:~.:::::::--: ......... " .... _ .... _ .. ___ _ --- . at ................ _ .................... _:.;:::::~.: ..... ;._ ...................................... ____ ............................ , his cargo book and .official log book uS required ' by 

$ection 177 o·f ~the Shipping and Seamen Act 1952, and shall thereupon pay all amounts (if any) due teo date, or 

L .. ..-' 
*4. The licensee shall, on th,e .. first day, of eac;' (rnQ.lUh*) (~r-cf.·the .. qu:arte1'S""t:OlTlmem:in9' in .Janua~.y, April,July; 

and Oc+ober¥.·', PI'c~uce ttl.~?!-.."..~~::.~~.~: .... {-.::.SL,(~:.~!:~.?.:~:~~ ...... at /..~;:;,.;? : ........... It.<(.//.L.::.(.,~:::::X ..... : .................... __ ... _ .. 
a ,9cord of all material removed each day during the preceding (m.onth'*) (or qu~rter*), or, if no material has been 

v'-
removed during that period, advise him in writing accordingly, and shall thereupon pay all amounts (if any) due to 

date. 

5. The licensee sh?1! not remove any material from any place which, although included in the area above 

described , is used in whde or in part as a public road or highway. 

6. The licensee shall not assign or subcontr~ct .out the benefit of this licence. 

7. This lic9:1C!) may be revoked upon one week's written notice to the licensee at the above address and without 

notice if: 

(a) The Department considers damage is being done or is likely to be done to adjacent land, or 

(b) If the licensee, his servants, or agents sho·tl fail to observe any term or condition hereof 

without ill any event prejudice to other rigflts OT the Department including its right of recovery of payments due 

hereunder. .• 

S. FuIT;,co:dm~"" 2~':!(: .~t-;/f;,«I"ftf~L:"~~ c:2~'!fj!!..-;</f4{{ 
......... /'~: .. .. ~ .. ~ ... : .. : .. <~.~=.: .. :::: ......... :: .. ~~.::::.:::.::.~~-:::.~~ .. ~ .: ....... ~~ .. -.... .:::. ·~ .. ... ::J.:.Y.:: ...... :~ ..... !.~.:.:(:!...:.~.I0~ .. ~~. ~/.: ..... :~ .... ~ ...... ~ ..... : ......... .f_._ ... /.. ............. ~:_. ; ...... ~.. 7 

., ~ /, (' / ~ ". ". 0.1/ .;.": ).. -oj ..- / ~ ",.,. .• /";/" <~ ,... .; . ,. ,;:;. t_ !. .. r .:. '\ :. / 

... -<j ........ :L«c7i:: .. L~.t.~.f~fi:. .. :':..:..f..~;t.:.-<::.~= ~ ~{'5':."-'.:);;~j'"'::.:.::.::..d-,l~i;;::(.~:" . -. 8 I 
DATED "';, ...... ....................................... _--,L" S.d.Y/ of>;1;l.~.':;;;.......... ... .". . .. - . 196 .•.• 

If}na lire: .... · .. ~.~::;r ..... ... : ... ~ .. ": ... : ........... >.-; ... ;;; .. ,. ... ................... ;;-- .................. ................ .. 
If ~:' '7~Z .I r D~signOl·ion:Jt:~~;: .. ~-::< .~ .... ~~~.~~t£...~ ... ~" ........................ _ 

·D619t~ as nee$U6ry, 

J 



r /;'v7~1-uJUrI "A ""1/ I 
t~/ (';/ '1a-;.!.,.l: "'-Lt-

This fOI'm must be produced when demanded by" an 
officer .;)r .... ..,resentative of the Marine Department 

M. 200 {Rev.} 

.1 ~J /4/ 1/~4-Re. erencel-: .....•.. _ ............. - ...... :;I-...................... -

LICE CE "TO TAKS MATE tAL 
Pursuant to the Harbours Ad 1950 2618 / " "fi ji,l ;(J.; ~ , ". I. ~ .. , ~ /""" / .' ~ .. 

T /1 .>" 11'Ir~ t (/[ ~, / /1:Lr/ 'i I (~,/ jl/I,·v.~<:l;l. o ..................................... ;3 .......... "0 ........ ; ....... -..... )~ ........ : ..... : ... : ... --...... . 
Addre$$: ...................... Z2. ........... 6 .. .f.{~":,.;:~":.t.._._ .... i!...~ __ ._ 

/:7 / Ii' .-f t'-"t-L#". LA-_1' '-iJ~1 ' ... _._ ............................................................................. -....... / ...... _ ......... .. 
You are hereby authorised on payment of a licence fea of lOs. ($1). and subiect to the terms and conditions set out 

i '7L/ / fL'KC / 
.. ....:J. 'IN/luH * . . . below, .0 take and remove ... ,or ... "" ........................ cublc-yards per .I..~ ........... _ .................. of ~one, shin9I'e. sand, equldarr.--$llt:-lTftR:I, 

............................................... from an area of i·he *foreshore below high-water mark. harbour, river bed, bed of the sea, 

described as .................. /.r...(/fl..r.~!.Il. __ .......... ... _ ... _ ........................................ _ ... ....... .......................... _ .................. _ ... _ ...... ___ ....................... _ ........ _ 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

I. THs licence shall 

terms hereof. 

-, ,i 
expire on the ~!............ ... day of ..... .'<(:::.(:~:..~ .. (~~.?:::.. ....................... _.. 19.2(?. :nless sooner revoked in 

2. The licensee shall pay to the Marine Department a royalty of all material taken and removed at the rate ot 
./'.J' ., . ._ 

.................... ~.: .• ~: ....... ::. .. G. ... ~ .... per cubic -y~uch /tl< I~ 

----~ *3. The licensee shall, on t~ay of each month, produce for inspection to .. ..-r."-c-:: .. ::::=..:: ........ _ .............................. _ .. _ 
at ................................................. ;<_r.:-::::: ....................... _ ....................................................... , his cargo book and official log book 1'$ requirad by 

section 177 of the' Shipping and Seamen Act 1952, and .,shall fhe'"reupon pay all amounts (if any) due to da reo or 

" ;:'4. The licensee shall, on th~ first day of eClc~ (month''') (o;~;f~ quartet~.commen<:ing in. January,. Apri~.~y, 

and Oc+ober*), produce tol/.!~!!0r. .. t.:C .. j~ ..... :L:£"::.!.y.\:..~ .. !:::.r.... ....... at /..: ..... > ... .... .I.1-.;"L2s ..... ::~, .. ~.:..'l<.!...~ ... _ ............................... __ 
a ie~ord of ali material removed each ' day durif'g the: preceding (m~n~) (or l:{uarter*), or, if no material has been 

removed duo ing that period, advise him in writing accordingly, and shall thereupon pay all amounts (if any) due to 

date. 

5. The licensee shall not remove any material from any place which, although included in the area above 

described, is used in v,hole or ill part as a public road or highway. 

6. The licensee sha!1 not assign or subcontract out the benefit of this licence. 

7. This licence may be revoked upon one week's written notice to the licensee at the above address and without 

notice if: 

(a) The Deparlmen'( considers damage is being dor..: or is likely to be done to adjncent land, or 
/ ./. £J t·? 

./..... rl, · ., 
(b) If the licensee, his servants, or agents shall fail to observe any term or condition hereof .z. i 

t, 

w;;nout in any event prejudice to other rights cf the Department including its right of recovery of payments due 

hereunder. t/ 
,/ ( ,r.! . ' '" . ' /_, ,,/ 

.?' J/.( i It.{·' ,·"./ •. f • • / I /,r /t, . /;.r 
8. rurther conditions:, /::; .~~ ..... : ... ~.::. .......... ; ......... ::::. ... /::. ...................... : .. : ... . : ........... ,~ ....... : ........... ~ ........ ~ .. ~.:=..:.::._ .... ~: .. : .. :.:.~ ...... :.: .. :._.~ .. ~ .. ~."!: .. ~ ..... _ .. ~d ............. _ 

I ' ~ i ,.. l r /. '" ~- .I / ' "/ L." f,' .. \1 /', ., . I ... - f. r / /' //: /.. .-t. - I ............ ...................... ;:~ ............... ~.: .... ~<.~ .... ::. .. ~:.~ ... 6.:~ ... ~ .. :::::-.. ~ .. :::~2 ....... ~ .. :... ... ! .. J( ..... :: .. ~.:~.'? .t.~ .. : .... ::: ... ~ .. ~ .~? .......... :.~./( ....... ~;:.~;.::~~J .... _,!..:. .. = .... ~ ... :.J ..... >-t 
,.,:~ "," .;', ; , • .1 , /'L/. ,1. j1 ,' ... 1, ./'. { ~~', ~_ l' (.. ~ : ,I ;,. (fr" ~ /4 Co 0(. \. f .... , ... .J . -V ../L~,,~~ i,.T1-("," t • '-... ..,;..( C4V~ ,.....r. .... ~ \.. V t... ............... _ ....... ";" ................. '" ;'; ... ~ .......... ,'" '" .. ; .......................... : .. 'r'" .. ; '" ...... _ .. -......... _ ...................... ....... _ .. ;:. ... .. ..... .............................................. ..................... _ . .0-........... ... , - ........... . ................ . 

.'"~ r;....vJ L \ rW, (.fi- .-i ~ I/t I , I 
f)ATW thi:> .................... .............................................................. / ...... day of .. ...• .f/.{:..4;/......... ... . 5/ l5...... 1~ 

Sjgnaf/lre:;;::. ... Z··1!··~··::····~: ··: ···· ·:;~;.;':;·';;!.:·::'~:'.~:::. ~.: .. :: .. ::: .::.: ......... ~= 
/j I~ /'/~ I <:2':/' /J . ' / // I '/ 
. ;fl L;/..:/ () 17 • • • -r: ..... u< .. / A-6<-t..c / 1. ~ .. ,<J r..7.iA<-i:" : 

De::lgl1ot,on: ... , ........... .......... _ ................. ................... . ......................................... .............. __ 

• 

I 
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Our Ref: 

Ministry of Works 
a~d Development 
/,-

Dist COlll.I!lI' C!£ ''':Orka 
IJ vr D ok#o~' 
fL~!/.potl ~ 
".~'" 

~?TSHTION Mr A K Attwood 

Your Ref: 
47/16 of 12 DecembeX' 1974 

SAND AND SHINGLE LICE!rCES, .KUAOTUNU BEACH 

"'-~/r tr/ i c;-
'123 P.AWciOA P.O. Box: 

B N Fear 

Apr:t'ovAl of A A ShlPSOru: a.pplication and continued pet'i.odlcal inspeotion of the 
Knootunu foreshore is reoormnended. 

This d.oge not ~ howgvrr, s~e9sttha.t we r.re entirely eer-eec.ble to allor;l.ne 
SiDpsons, and ar.y such other apFlicant, to :"'eoove aarxl as and when r .::-quired. 
Re..thcr, it steDs from t.he fact th.x-; an ins?ecti~n of the foreshv!'e on 
17 F'e"orua...-ry 197.5 and on meny previous occaaions showed no evidenco of a.-V 
detri.-nentaJ. eN'eots froo presant and past sand removals. 

It is e~so to be noted that the amount of sam required by the applioont i'~ 
thla~ ~d the following year, is ill line with Q! recoIDtlendation of parag:.~aph';,4 
of' r:w 7/2 of' 2 July 19"14. Tha.t is, ll. limit of 1,000 cubic yards per MmlO per 
a.~pli.cerrt. Furthermore, it in expected that the total send romov·a.1 requiremencs 
by all interested parties for the current year, will be well within the 
mc.:d.mum ot: 3,000 cubic yards a.s recommended in rry same meml) ... 

Lfr a.pologies for the da1aor in rep~. 

.A W Stewart 
Resident Engineer 

pp r1p~~~ 

----(n N Pear) 

P,W, 15QC (Rov. 9/73) 33810A - 200,000/9173CTK 
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This form must be prodt:eed when demanded by an 
offil.:er or r"' ..... esenioT:vc of the Marine Departme!'lt . 

LICENCE TO TAKS MATERIAL 
Pursuant to the Harbours Act 1950 

.J ' / .' I I 

To .. ;;::..!2_ ... ;.:: .... : .. :: ... /l.l/. ..... 2.:(/~.L~ .. ;:.;.,~.1;..~ ...... :';r~<~ 
Address: ... /~?l!. .. : .......... :;3..(! .. '-:: ............ L .. Q . .s:. ................ _ ...... .. 

............. : ... :::tI..f£t.~,~.e::4!..t .......... _ ..... : .................... __ ....... .. 
/ 

2611 

You are hereby authorised on paymenf of a licence fee of lOs. ($1 I, and subject to the terms and conditions set out 
~'/ /'j.<./!_·,:S 

b I . L d I ((Jr,;' 'b' d /;7//." .. (,' . ....., f * t h'l db 'd 'I~ d . e ow, to ta,;e an remove ........................... .......... cu IC 'ycw' s per ................. _ .................... 0 S :oRe, -' Iflg e, san, OUt ers., -$I .T-ml,l , 

_ .............................................. from an area of the *foreshore below high-water mark, harbour, river bed, bed of the sea, 
~ / . 

described as ............................................................................ _ ......... ~.:~([.f.&.~~ .. ~?{1.. .......... >;~.~:.? .. {~!..( ... _ .................. _ ............... _ ... _ ................................. __ 

TERMS AND CONDiTIONS 
-, /..//-..; 

,. This licence shaH expi!'e on the -;;.Ll ........... day of .... : .. ::;::..: .. ~ .. :._~::.:.~:.f.:::.?....................... ... 19 ...... "':. unless sooner revolced in 

ter:ns hereof. 

2. n.e licensee shall pay to the Marine Department a royalty of all material taken and removed at the rate of 
") /" . 

. .. :::..-::. .. L.: ..... c.: ...... : .. ;.~. ,,:..... ......... per c'ubic yaf'd. N..4 -,r-,{ £' 

'*3. The license~ shall, on the first day of each month, produce for inspection to ............................. ~ .. =~.: ... ~ .. : ............... ~ ... _ .... __ 
at ......... ............................................................................................................................................ , his cargo book and official log book as required by 

section 177 of {'he Shipping and Seamen Act 1952, and shall thereupon pay all amounts (if any) due fo dC'te, or 
J 

"'4. The licensee shall. on t~e first day of each (mokth*1 (or of the quarters cOlT1mencing' in Jaryuary. Aoril, July, 
.' .. '. . ././ ••. :..~ ,/ ./.r. ~ 

and October*), produce to/.~L .... :·.~::: ... ,'[~: .... .c_: .... ~~: .. :<.:..~.::.~:± ..... ::; .. ~~ ................. at/.::J...:L .. !) ... : ... l.:L:!. ..... : .. ..i!:!....~ .. ~!.:.. f:~!:::~.:::~.( ... : ...... _ .... __ _ 
a record of all materia! removed each d~y during the preceding (month*) (or quarter*), or, if no material has been 

removed duting that period. advise him in writing accordingly, and shall thereupon pay all amounts {if any) due to 

da+e. 

' 5. The licenseE" shail not remove any material from any place which, although included in the ared above 

described, is used in whole or in part as a public road or highway. 

6. Tha lic~nsee shall ;'lot assign or subcontract out the benefit of this licence. 

7. This licel'j(:e may be revoked upon one week's writ'~en notice to the licensee at the above addreu and without 

notice if; 

(a) The 0epartment considers damage is being done or is likely to be dor.e to adjacent land, or 
/ .,.. ......... .... 

(b) If the licensee, his servants, or agellts shall fail to observe any term or condition hereof / "".' 

wiihout in any event prejudice to other rights of the Depar+ment including its right of recovery of payme~ dU(i".'~ , 

hereunder. 

I , 
8. Fvdner conditions: . ~.:.1. .. : .. / .. :: .. ~ .. : .. L .................. : ...... ~ ..... : ....... ~ .. ~.: ... < ........ : .. : .................. :: .... : ........... ..... :~.':~:::.:. .. : .. :: ....... : .. L:. ... :: ...... _ ... ~ . ~ ......... !....~: ....... :::.~L 

... -........... .................................. : ....... ~.:. ......... -........ : ................. :.:: .. :..:. .. L!...:.~ .... ... ~ .... :.·/ ..... -... -.... <~~: .. (; ... !.;iv.. ..... l ... /::~ .. !-:..: .. f.,.;.: .... /.{: .. : .. - .. ~.'::.~ ............... :;~~J.:1. 
, . , .. /.' ' . ~ ... / ' /~ '.; ., . " /r (t"' .' 

_ •••• 0'0 ••••• ~ •••• , •• , ...... .... ' •••••••• 7. ~ •• ~ ................... !. ;;~. , •••• ~' .... , ........ , .... : .~ ,., ~~. ~ ... :.:. ... : •• ; ,. ~ , ....... '/' .... "I. .. : ........ l.:: .... :: ~"4' " ..... " ... .. , •••••• ~~ .... ~;:::. ... ~ : ... : ••• ~.:.~ ........... _ •• , •••• , .......... , ........... ,:~ •• : ::: ...... ~ ................... . 
/;?/.<' Ij7;-

DATED this .,. ................................................ ......................... ~ ." ................ day of ................ : .... .. ~~~ ... ~ .. ~ ................................................................................ _".-1 -96:: .. 

Signature: ............. /~L ............. ~.:~.: .. :~~ .... :.·.'. ~ ... :.~~ ... .......................................................... _ 
~/, " /~,'" .'~' .• . ~ f /; ..L.-'-i··u' (/;'; jI L vC ......... ( , 

Deslgnaflon: ........... ::·:. ....... :::.:::: .................................... ..................................................................... . 

*Dei9'IIJ ,11$ !l4Icemuy. 

i5 Lt../1l/65-12756 W 
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, ' I'l'OtOI"to'10Ul' memorandum ot 26,'. (rotoJ.encO 'NRS'sii),' ,', >'". :', " 
~.. ",~,':'" ''&101~B~ for yoUr iDtO~~~~~la ~ ~po~! ~ o\u'"ac:-~ODal' :~~o ~ticel'" " 

, ", in AuQkland. togeth$r wlth,',ooples of the threo lioences issued, ,hO 1a.tea, I'Opo~a,' , 
:-' , "',' 'b1 tl.O.lf.D. on, tho appliCtJ.tionB, ,and a 'sket~ powing the areas oonoemcd.' :' " ' " ' 

.. , ,-. -'. ' .. , :;, :.', . " 
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, , . ' It' would appear tb&t tho eonditton of this 'beaoh is 1nti~eno04 "qu1.to~ >, 

"' G1lbstaDt1al~ by lIeathel' oond1t1ona. and tho ~lcenceB have beon ,condltionedt in:: 
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and by ~ ROglonal JJarino ,Offioel' bOtol'O 8.D1 licenoes' are ""l8BUCcl 01' l'Gnel1c4. 
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aUoca.tlona. HerOU17 Bay ~ M,1.x have, bo~n advised 9f the ~Bltlon, whilo ,': 

, the aUooatio~ to th~ othol' two ,lioonsees will be ~aseaBed, before J'One~m.l " <-
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for the Environment 

Birch House 
53 Murphy Street, Wellington 
Telephone W3< 720.642 

Ref: NRS 5/1 

26th August 1975 

Ministry of Transport 
Director Marine Division, 
Private 8ag, 
WELLINGTON 

BEACH SAND EXTRACTION - Kuaotunu West 

P.O. Box 12-042, Wellington North 
New Zealand 

The Minister of the Environment has been asked to make enqu1r1es 
into a beach sand removal operation at Kuaotunu West that has 
adversely altered the beach and a nearby stream. 

A letter from a visitor and land owner referring to this operation 
••• is enclosed and your comments are sought to enable a reply to be 

prepared. Details of the present extraction licence, together 
with information about the stream diversion are requested 
together with a comment on the possible long term consequences 
of the operation. 

Your early reply would be appreciated. 

J.I'I.K.~ I~ 
for Commissioner for the Environment 

Encl. 
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Mr Mike Moore; M.P. 

,Dear Sir, 

, .. 

93 Landscape Road, 
Mt Eden, 
AUCKLAND 4. 

2 July 1975 

We as a family have, over many years spent our holidays camping 
around various areas of the New Zealand coast line and I heartily 
applaud your concern for the preservation of the coa~tal environment. 

I would like to draw your attention to the way sand is being taken 
from the actual beach at Kuaotunu West (North of Whitianga), where I 
have recently acquired a place with possible retirement in view, near 
the coasL 

I enclose photograpHs tak~n last April, which give some idea of the 
great pits on the beach. Not only is the sand being depleted on the 
beach but the area is most unsightly and last suomer, the workings 
caused a nearby stream to run parallel along the beach with subsequent 
large scale ponding of stagnant water which became a possible health 
hazard to young children. Further, the long term removal of sand from 
this same spot will allow the sea to ultimately threaten the road and, 
the flat land behind it, in a similar manner to the sea encroachment at 
Whitianga where the placement of large unsightly rocks as a buttress, 
has been found necessary. 

Just because clean sand is handy to the road at this point and has 
in the past been taken from here, seems to me to be insufficient reason 
to allow this assault on the coastal environment to continue. I feel 
somebody should call a halt before it is too late. 

Last Easter there was a meeting of concerned rate-payers with an 
approach made, unsuccessfully I understand, to the County Council. 
However, permits are issued by the Marine Division of the Ministry of 
Transport on the recomciendation of the Ministry of Works. ,Here is a 
situation where protection of the coastal environment is already firmly 
in the hands of the Government Departments and is not, I believe, be~ng 
administered f~r the greater benefit of the people of New Zealand. 

••• Attached is a copy of an Environmental Assessment Questionqire which 
is required with a permit application. I consider removal of sand from 
this clean sand beach offend\under headings 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,18,20," 
and 21! 

-' 
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Obviously sand is necessary for a variety of industries but to 
allow it to be taken from a beautiful beach which is increasingly 
being used by the public, is sacrilege. 

I know you are a busy nan, but because of your interest in 
preserving our co~tline, I am requesting you 'as my local Memb~r of 
Parliament to see what can be done to stoP. or materially reduce, the 
issue of further permits for sand removal from this beach. 

Yours sincerely, 

. -' 
I'. "I 

t • 

/ 

" 
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aplilj eei fox". 

Report nearest alt(:~'nati ve source. 

Report use of i~c nlatorial nnj d2mand 

at 

for 

locati.on 
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e. IS. j'urmhJ.G 
inc1u;;:;tl'j.;:-:.l. 

of IJrcs0nt 1 <:inc1. us.:: b:~h:;" . .1d ~:he bo~~c1j, 
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19. \'.rill tho opm:-ution ll.:[f(:!ct any h:1. s·t:ol"icn.:L or 
al'c:hco10[;:L0(.~1 ::;:Li:{)~;. Cl"wcJ;: · ...... ;.-;.:11 Ne'd Z':.~altitld Ific"l:or·).c 
PJ.;:~ce[\ rj~:cuct, Locu:L F.iUSPUr.l and J:~e\'! Zc.::~l::m.d Arcl1"wlogica:L 
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./20. 

~21.. 'I'lill the op8rntion create pollution, siltation or 
erosion. 
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The Hon. Secretary, 
Kuaotunu Citizens' & atep 

ssociation, 
Crocombe, 

Dear adam, 

D REMOVAL 

11 F bruary 1975 

OTU ru BE CH 

I have sent a copy of your letter of 14 January to the 
egional Secretary, '~inistry of T ansport, rivate Bag, Auckland; 

There is no longer a arine De rtment. 

he He ional arine Officer should be in a po ition to 
dvise you ether any lie nces to remove s nd hove been issued 

or hether these are illegal operations. If the removals are 
not authorised perhaps some of your me bers livin loc lly 
could be appointed s Honorary each angers, in order to keep 

vatch and report such oper tions. This is a matter which you 
CQuid take up ith the Region 1 rine Officer. 

Yours faithfully, 

~t 
uers) (P.E. 

for Director, arine Division 

The Regional Secretary, / 
MOT 
AUCKLAND 

Attn: Regional Marine Officer 

FILE OY 

For your information and action please 

,,1:2... I fL- , 76 
(Jll 

(p.~ers) 

1 

Inlti.' ~s: ,~ for Director, Marine Division 





Mines-127c 

Mines, 10/1/63-5 

;fMines iBepartment, 

P. O. Box 6342, Te Arc, 

.WELLINGTON ...... J?b.L . .7JL.3.Q.9. ... 

26 July 74 
.................................................. ... ............... ........ ........ /9 

Crown Lands, 

Mr Murphy 

Removal of Sand and Shingle 
r.Unistry of Works and Development 

I refer to your memorandum LR 46 of 22 May 1974 and advise 
that the matters raised could take some time to clear up and 
explain. I can say at this stage however, that the Mining Act 
1971 did not alter the position (except in respect of Crown 
leasehold). ~1ere has always been authority under mining legislation 
to license shingle and sand removal. The new definition of 
"Minerals" simply clarified :che position. 

Until I am able to write in more detail on this n atter I 
suggest that you continue to authorise the Ministry of Works and 
Development under the provisions of section 165 of the Land 
Act 1948. Alternatively the appropriate authority may be 
obtained under section 146A of the Harbours Act 1950 in respect 
of the navigable rivers listed in the Resident Engineer's memorandum 
which you enclosed. 

The Director, 
Marine Division, 
Ministry of Transport, 
Aurora House, 
The Terrace, 
WELLINGTON 

tf1 
(R. waterson,) 
for Secretary of Mines. 

Copy for your information together with a copy of correspondence 
under reply. 

{2J~ fiLE 
(R. Waterson,) 
for Secretary of Mines. FILED BY 

.. L.I~~I ~ .. ~. 
ln ltI1' ; : ~ ......... . 
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TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS: 'LAND~' 

:GHG 

OUR REFERENCE: LR.46 

fOR VERBAL INQUIRIES 
PLEASE ASK FOR MR Murphy 

TELEPHONE No. 82-489 

The Secretary of Mines, 
Mines Department, 
P.O. Box 6342. 
Te Aro Post Office, 
WELLINGTON 

/ 

REMOVAL OF SAND AND SHINGLE 

MINISTRY OF WORKS 

YOUR REFERENCE: 

DISTRICT OFFICE, 

P.O. BOX 460" 

HAMILTON 

22 May 1974 

The above Department has a licence to remove sand and shingle. 

from a number of rivers and streams on the Coromandel Peninsula. 

I have advised the Resident Engineer at Paeroa that all 

licences to remove sand and shingle are now administered by your 

Department and suggested that application be made. I enclose 

••• a copy of his letter making representations that this Department 

retain the right to issue a licence under Section 165. I do 

not agree with this and would suggest that a blanket licence be 

granted to the Department. I await your comments for forwarding 

to the Resident Engineer. 

A.E. TURLEY 
ommissioner of Crown Lands 

, _.-----7 

'0' ··fII£D BY 

FILER flo. 18 
d 
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.~ " .. 6 Ministry of Works 
./ . New Zealand -- " 

P.O. Box: 123_ P A E R 0 A 

Telephone: 

Our Ref: 7/2 Date: 17 b~ 1971t- Inquiries to: ~.H. Keegan 

.. " 

The ConIniaai.oner or Cro1ll1 Land~~ ',' 
Department: of, Lane and Suney. 
P.O. Box 460~ 
HAM I L TON. 

• • I " •• ,,, ... ' 

:, Your Ref: L.R.., 46 of' 2 -Mq 1971.. 

, • ,I' 

" 
. " " . ',' 

1 •. :~' . ..',.~ you '£or the intormat.ion in your above memo and the application 
foma attacbed. Referring to our 7/2 ~ 13 April 1973 and your La 46 of 
1 Yarch 1m it'muld awear that you ha:ve onJ;y recentl3r been advised ot the 
propoaed ~ 1n a.c1D1'lniatrat.1Dn :tor the usue of: sand and shingle licences. 

2. h removal at :sand and shingle f'.ram river beds for roa:1 wolk8 was 
reoentl;y' discussed with Mr. Clemiok. Inspector of Nina. and Quarries from 
Huntl3r. He advised, that the occasiona1 and zsce:ttered types o~ removals as 
required. b.r the MinistlY o-r lbrks and local Authorities mtil.d operate better 
under Section 165 o£ the'Land Act 194.8. .. 

3. Since the pas:d.ng of the Mining Act 1971 there appears to be an over-
lapping with e.:d.sting Aota in aome sones of' contro1 that are still to be 
oJ..a.rified. The JU.niatr,y ~ ibrks are required to ildvise. the Water and/or 
Catchment Boards o-r proposed 'fiOZ'ldngs' in river beds and obtain approval:be£ore' 
\\10m la startecl." It, ia al80 neoesaar,y to ertaUl!'e that there are no' min1ng 
righta OYEr the aeGtion.or ri:rer' bed selected :for remowl. of BM.ngl.f'e 

. " '.,' .. . . " 
4. !he mrmal,. ~ or Wcnica operation, of' remt'J'Ying. materi.a.l.s :f"l"am 
river. beds UDder lJ.cenoe..J;»etl6ttta., the Crmal end. the ~'locali.t;.y, of the ' 

, 1II01k . ~ two- "VJJ:' f' ' '.,. ' 

Ca) Reaaomble 'cheap matertal.s are obtained for roading 'and ' 
eroaion prote0t4on woma;' , 

(b) Parla o~ the' rtrer' beds are alea:re4' and. ~ to pa.aa ( 
mare :f'lDoc1. later aha so C31tribute 'towan'l& a reduott.on 'in 
lDca1 flooding probl..erJt,j. Whon avaUable. ~ 1rGl"k i.a in 
progre •• ,' .mat;er1als hem-river beds are uSed as aggregatea 
for metal. rcaa.a_ aub-baae- or euf:...ooN'la;yars tnlar hi.ghIraa" 
pavaMmts, spea:1a1 :f":I1HD8 or sub-drBin materials and stone 

. protection voolX;to 'prevent ero3!.on of road fO:rma.tiOll and 
river banks ~ Bef!l action and f'l.ood _ter8~· 
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. 5. (a) I therefore I!eke formal application for too re~emU of the 
licence for the Miniahy of Vobrka & Development to resavs shingle/sana; 

. stone from rivers on the Coromandel Peninsula under Sect ion 165 of the 
Land Act 1948. . 

(b) The shingle-bearing rivers and areas that oan be worked are 
listed below, using N.Z.lI.S •. reference : 

" 

Waitekur:i. River 

Manaia. River 

wai2U River. 

Opitonui River 

Owere. River 

lrf.akald.ra.u River 

Ka..ima.rama. Ri var 

Waiwalla River 

Kapawai River 

Kir:ikir:i. Stream 

Puriri River 

Tairua liver . 

iharekan Ri var 

Otahu River. 

N40 060722 t'o 088725 at various points 
o"!'ez' 1 1- mile of river bed. _ 

R.J 974606 for one mUe· upstream. 

. N44 0024B8 to 04.9q36 at vario~ .point~".~~j~ . 
over' three miles of' rivor bed. '., .. ' . ~,: 

of •• ' 

l~" 01068q. to 028668 at varl.ouspoint.~:.;:";; 
o~~r'1 i tdles o£ ri-v:er bed. . '.,' ' .. . :: .,~ . 

N44 100697 f'or ten a.'lams of' river 
bed. 

~ 139639 for forty- chains domstrea:z1. 

~u.4 112602 to 143595 at various points 
ov~r 2t mUes of river bed. 

}~ 1~594 for nenty chains of river 
bed. 

N4J.t. 19~35 for ten chains· of' river beel. 

""- 204523 for sirly chains upstream. 

Ht.9 074193 at Tar! ous points for two I. 

miles upstream and 135234 for :f'ifteen 
chains of' stream bed. 

1'14.9 130151 for twenty chams of riTer 
bed. 

ru..9 23z.265 for forty· chalna· upstream 
and the first 81x'l\r cbaina of the fourth . 
branch ~ribuf;ar.r. 

. . 
N..9 334261 for forty chains of river bed. 

,lil,.9 346123 £~ fo~ eha:l.n.s upstream •. 

6. . .. .In extra CoW:01' thts application 18 ~tiached' and Copi~8 era .being'-' . ". ': " 
forWarded to the Inspector of Mines and Quarries; .Hunt~. ..... "':"< <'. . . ' ..... : ": "',. . - . . . . . 

: ..... .. 

.'.. :. ' ... ·····A.W; SteWart· .'.: .::'" I' . 
-' .' '. 

. . " 
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"" MAORI AND ISLAND AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT 

Telegraphic Address: MAORIFAIRS 
Verbal Inquiries to: 

The Director, 
Marine Division, 
Ministry of Transport, 
Private Bag, 
WELLINGTON, 1. 

AND MAORI TRUST OFFICE 

Charles Heaphy Building 

Anglesea Street 

Telephone 84 579 (8 lines) 

. 7/377 Our reference ............................ __ .......... _ .. __ 

Your reference: . . .5.~I..1.5L.~ ................. _ 

Private Bag. 
HAMILTON 

24 Apri 

FILED BY 

FILER tlo. 18 
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Inlth!s:_. .. ,~ ---

REMOVAL OF MATERIAL : WHIRITOA, COROMANDEL 
WHANGAMATA 6B3B2 

1. I acknowledge your memorandum of 1 April 1974. 

2. As explained to Mr Greig, when he called at this Office, the Maori 
Trustee does not condone the actions of the grantee and has in fact had cause 
on several occasions to require the grantee to adhere strictly to 'the terms 
of his grant, especially the special provisions in the grant designed to ensure 
that erosion does not occur. 

3. You will be aware that the Maori Trustee does 
staff to deal with matters of a soil conservation nature 
the good graces of the Ministry of Works and Development 
Catchment Board for guidance. 

not have the technical 
and he must rely on 
and the Hauraki 

4. Prior to the execution of the grant and throughout its term to date, 
there has been constant liaison between the Maori Trustee and the Ministry of 
Works and Developmen~, who in tUrn have been working in with the Hauraki Catch-. 
ment Board. The latest report from the Ministry, dated 22 March 1974, states I 

that if the terms of the licence are observed the pit can continue to be worked.1 
but on a scale 'somewhat less than the present operations. There is nothing in i 
the reports to indicate that Mr Castle is allowing his contractors to excavate t 

outside of the area stipulated in the grant, but a neighbour in the adjoining 
subdivision, namely Mr J.A. Farmer, claims that there are signs of excavation 
within the reserve strip. Mr Farmer, is of course, formulating action against 
Castle,designed at restraining the latter's activities to the limits prescribed 
by the grant. The Maori Trustee, for his part, is prepared to accept the advice 
of the Ministry and the Catchment Board if the question of enforcement should 
arise. 

5. A copy of, the extract enclosed with your memorandum has been 
forwarded to Mr Castle and he has again been warned that his continued non
observance of the covenants of the grant.could result in it being rescinded. 

6. The conditions imposed on this grant were done at the instigation 
of the Ministry of Works and the. Catchment Board and quite frankly, the Maori 

I 
Trustee is becoming too involved in an endeavour to implement these conditions. 
Admittedly they are part of the grant but they were put in to suit the require

l ments of the above Departments. 

• .• /2 
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7. The Maori Trustee is also dealing with a substantial owner 
in the Grantee and does not wish to become involved in litigation with him. 
You, as an interested party, are quite entitled to take action yourselves 
under Section 449 of the Maori Affairs Act 1953 and I suggest you have a close 
look at this. If you wish to act I have no doubt that/the Maori Trustee could 
be persuaded to lend his name to the action. As stated, however, we do not 
intend to initiate the matter. 

i! _ ._ 

(M.G. McKellar) 
District Officer 
for MAORI TRUSTEE 

fiLER Bib 18 
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Th$ Oommie's~oner tor. the 'EnvIronment. " ' .. 
',: "Commission 'fo~ the· ~viron:ment., , .. , ' " . 

,: 53 Murphy Street,' ", ; . . . " 7 .: ". " ,.".. ' :' ',. 

WELLINGTON. /,. ,',. " . " , ',' ' '., . 
~ . --

, ·RE:MOVAL OF MATERIAL' i WHIRITOA, ,COROMANDEL' " 

I refer"to', ~he l~tter of 1':Ma~~~~~fMr J .'At Farmer' , 
(of Russell MoVeagh, McKenzie and BertI-eet and Oompany) in which 
he 'made representat10ns to you oon~~~ing the removal ot sand 
at.~he above ,beach. ' . , ' , 

. , . ~ . 
It is clear . that, the Ma~rf 'T~ste'e' has issued a proper . Deed 

and that' providing 'the' 'contractor or grantee operates within .the 
conditions of t~at,Dee4 this Ministry is. not involved except ,on~ 
the question of erosion •. ' " ..,', .. . .' 

A~COrdingly.· we h~ve a"sked t~e Mao~i and 'Island Atf~irs" , . 
"Department at llamil~oil to arrange·for close supervision"of the 
,contl'a.ctors e?,c8vattOJl in this area. , ; '., :.. .": '. 

, " From tbe environmeDtal' aspects it would seem from the 
'. 'photographs supplied to .this oftice by our ,i~Bpeo,ting, officer that 

. ,', tpe area. is very exposed. to ~asterly wi'nds find the ~ea, action 
, " rapidly replenishes mnd, %',emoved. "Whether or not there is a~ materia,~~~ 

....... 'ecological ,damage 0;1' de~poiling o.f the area are' faoto.rs' whi~h at " ~'" 
this stage d~ not seem to.be within our provinoe to cOMment • 

. ' Uncloubtedly the approval ',given for the subdivision of le.nd has 
'" ' .. brought this. matter' to' the fore an(\ whether or not it was wise for 

. such subdivisions to be., taken so close down to, a·, beach area' is alao 
" ',' a~. mat~er'.ofconoern.' ,~', " .' ', ..... : 

However, I ~tta~h a copy of th~'report' of our Reglbnal'Marine '. ',.' . .•.. . ' 

" , 

• • • 

Officer and photocopies 'ot the plans 'an~ 'Deed whioh he sent to "., . 
us.. I regret. that,' copies of the photographs are not available but ,. ,'·1 
you e.re welcome to' see these 'at, any time." . " ' 

,~ , . 

. I hope . the,. information 'giv~n and' the instructi<?llS 'to . the Maori, 
and Island Affairs Departmenta~oopy of which iS,enclosed will be 
sutfi~ient ~or you t~ ~dequ~t~ly rep~1, to Mr,F8r:me~. 

. , 

D~~PA"'F. ~-'" 
- ., " . -

rf-::. - '. ..-' , -- r- ' 
. F I L £~ , .' ':'" .. ; , , ':,' i --' filEO nY , 

'. " ~ 3· APri1974 ' ' . ", '.' 'J'",. ·6:~ ',-' : U!¥¥j/" ~ ,'. .' , ", ,flLEn t!o,_ \J . 

:. :._~ '~M~f . , " . <O·.J. Conwe.y) . ' . ',\:..~--:--. ...;.--
lnItWs,e ~_ 0 ',~Direct~r, Mar~ne Division '. 

<0- ~--... _~ ~ 
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, " ," CUr retoronoolS4/1'/48, OJO,:rmt 
" , 

, .' 

1 Aprll'1974' 
, ' 

. 'lbio oftioo' reoont17 reoal ved a'complaint concol'ni1'16 the ',' 
"Band removal operations a' Ylbi.1'ltoa. A ,slm1ler lotto¥' wos ., " 
'direoted to 'tho Oommission tor the ~v1roJmel1t \7b1cb asked tor, 
8 report on, tho mn ttor •. ' " . 

. ".' • I. • 

, ,Gubsequcntl7,_onquir1eS 'wote nado·tbrougb the Reglonal.Uarine 
ott1co, 111nlst1'1of Transport, Auckland end I Vlould llke,to thank 
~~!i~~r 10U~ ~G~18tanc~ ,g~von.~o .. ~~elnVOS~igat;~~g 01~lC~rt l~~, 

" . 

Our concern in tbls'~ntter 18 tworold., Firstly it soems" 
fron photographs taken of tho oJ:Oa. thot nct~vitleo to romove 'send 
aro being uDdertoken'outsld~ tbe area permitted by tho agreemont. 
'fho other mattor 18 that the sand rOl!lovale,' 'whother"' or not completely 
~itbin the leaso orea, nro'caUGing or 'are likely to causo erosion of .,. 
the land \'1blch has now bce~.,nub"'41vidc4 tor resldentlalpurpoaes. . , .. ~. . 

, . 'As this mat'tor 1s of obvious: conoern to'tbis UlniatJ7 it is . 
eckod that the Uaor! Trustoe, aa 0. party to the Deed signed on ' ' . 
21 Juno 1972t ensure a thnt,thQ grMtee undertake no.roLlovals outsido 
the permitted aroa nor, in removing sand. cause o~bo.l1ke17' to ' 
oause erosion. .' .' 

, _ As a rOferenoo to th1s'~»eq~&8' I 4raw 1our',ntt'ont1oh to ~sectlon 
244 ot the Harbours Act 19",," 80 o.m.ended onel in psrtioular to 8ub ' 

••• seotionc 3 and 4. A CO,pl of ~B .seotion ot tho Aot 10 supplied ' 
to~ 10Ul' information. ,'c -;. '-;, , , ' , , ~ ~ , ,:. ,,' 1 C- '. ,'.. . ' 

, . It 1s sUggested theretoro thDt-)resular in&paotioJU) of the . 
oper~tlons of tho grantoe bo undel'takon and, st:tho anne 'ina. 'tho 
grantee be ndviood of his obligations, ,fsilure to observe o8~ns 
.him liablo to tho penalt7 prOvisions of .tho Harbours AQt~ . . 

, ~ . '. 
, .' 

t:' • -~.,. '.' ," 

~~ ... "Li , 

:L1#1_>'~". 
, ", f\\.EO ,B'f . -

. ! ,". . f\lE~ tic. ,18 , . ~, 

•• /2 
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:' , At' tbia '&t080 it woUld G~c:a thOt 'u hio operntio~' oro . 
con4uotod properl7 it ehould not bo neces~nr.1 to roquire' consont 
(Gb1cb may O~ ~n7 not bO ~ntc4) and'Whioh $ootlon 3 or, tho, 
llnrboQra ~O', naT l'oqu1ro 1£ o~a1on 1s ll1tolf to, OCO\lJ:' ' , 
'. ,J .' , , 

, " " ','It', ~ul(i b~ 'cppreclotod, -thorito~Ot it :/({:D \itculd' ki.rAt11 lot' 
co hsvO your o~onont thnt. IOU id,ll' OlTunp. ar4 be 'J'eDpollGlble ' 
torl' tho continuing suporVls~9D. of, tbi,o arca.Wo doubt orrnncomonts , 
cou d be mndev;1th' th& lInurnkl' ,Catolunont Donrcl ~ tho B.1n1otry of ' 
~Qrk~,~n t~~o respeot. ' ' 

~n~!~n of this letter havo boon cent,to tho Cocnloo1onor to~ , 
tho~,~~~n~ent, tbo no~k1 Catcb:li.entl ,Boar4 t tho DiBtrlct; Coctlissionol' 
of j~iol'kOt 1tl.W!11ton and th,o, noglonal 'Unrlne O.rticer, Auckland, tor 
tho!.!.' ilU"ol'C.Gtion. " , , ' , ' ' -," 

, .... \ 

.r.n~. 
" . 

, . 
. ,t' , .. _ 

, The Secre tfU'1 t ' "" " 

_.... , . 
- t' ' .. 

i 

'. ' . 
• J '!'. 
'0 ~ • " 

, . 

KaUl"ald. Catob'mont noard. 
, Box 4, : / ' ,.:: . 

To Arohn. " , . 
, , ' 

C'op; tor 'your' .11lfontiat1~h." , 
, " 

, ,', 

" ,,':" (O'.J. Oonway,> " ' 
, ,tor Director t Carine Di vlsi~n. 

f ," •• '.' ~ ~'. {. _ '., : • .J. :'. . : _ -. <"- !' .. i; 

.. The DiQ~1ct COlI'mssloncr' of 'WorkS. :; ..... , " .. 

.. '. 

. . ·Ulnistri ot Works., " ' 
,.,' Private 'BaSt..! ' .' " 

, l1Al11LTON. ,.' ' "n' " " • , 

, . '< "OOP7.,'tor :t~*~,:!ntoi-mat10~. Thank i~u f~r 'the, assistanCe 
Given 'to OU~ ,~£~i~~ "(l~iDE$ '~i~~in~ostig0:t~o~,~_. " "', " ,\,_ .. 

.... . ' .... : ..• "~.'I .. ,II ..... " '. ,.'.~I_ ,.,.'~ .,,,.,, ...... :;.,·1-..'1 

J' ~ .~, :." • ~ '. • _. ..' ~.' .... '-'4." • ., •• )'. : - • r ". :, • 

,,":, :', ' " ~~~":~~~i~r~O~!~~e:Dl~~81~n 

FIt.EO BY , , fiLE 

t ........ 

',-
~ " : .... 

,,' ''., 
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.' The 'Reg1onar'~1l8riDe Officer,: 
M8rine-l>i·vi8ion~ ., 
Y1.n~str7 . ot 'Transp,ort, ' /' 
Pri V8.te ",Bas,' .:~. . I • 

AUCKLAND .. , ,-' . 

. , 

r .~~, ~ - '=-.-,;:.:,~ , . _ .. 

!:r-> .. ...... 

, . 

: .;, ,;:: ~;" ':, • ~'" ", . .:, ' ' ,': •. ' .' '., ' • <. : " '. ? 

: ... ~' ... Copy for yoUr' in£ormation. ,Your fil-e '54/14/7 ret~r8 •. 
Thank you. ·tor your very oomprehens,ive repo~t, supporti1lS documents 

: sM.' recO~e~d~tions. Your. action 1p undertaking this investig~ti~Ji 
aild report at' short notice' is 'spprecia ted. . 

",' - . ...~ ,~' .- . '. ': ~ . :" . - -: ~ '. - ,",. " . .'. ,: 
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" 
, , , , 

, ' , i 

, ~ __ : .•. ',' ,; .. ' .. ~", ,.' .. ,i e (O'.J •. Conway) '" 
" ,,' tor ,Dire'otQr, MariIie Div1~ion 
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1. ~~~ INISTRY OF TRANSPORT • ~r reF.:~4lt~/'1 ............ ?-tt{J.. 
,,~' 
Of ~ SINTERNAL MEMORANDUM Your ref.: ..... ~~~.~'~r ...... . 
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. REMOVAL OF MATERIAL - WHIRITOA COROMANDEL Sublect: .................................................................................................................................. t .............................................................................. ·.HN ...... . 

••• 

•• • 

Inquiries were commenced on 12 March 1974 and enclosed with this 
Report is a photocopy of the Deed between Maori Affairs Department and 
William Thomas Castle who is the Grantee of the Agreement. Also enclosed 
is a sketch of the Title of the land belonging to the Maori trust for 
whom Maori Affairs Department was acting as Agent, together with a sketch 
of the area taken during my inspection. 

A call was undertaken on the Maori Affairs Department at Hamilton 
the District Officer was not available but discussion was held with Mr 
Hodges, Senior Titles Clerk, who has handled this matter and who it is 
believed was responsible for the three chain area from which excavation is 
prohibited. This is shown hatched on Plan No. 1 of the enclosure. 

I was advised thatmnd had been taken from this site for a considerable 
number of years, materials being in great demand in the surrounding area as 
a cement plaster basis due to the fineness of the sand. 

In the past the Maori Affairs Department, at least since the date 
of the agreement of 21.6.72 have relied on the Ministry of Works, Hamilton 
and the Hauraki Catchment Board and Yater Board to do periodic checks on the 
condition of the removal area and apparently had received no.adverse report 
until recently. ~ .. ' .-'~ 

.,1-" 

Resulting from the Ministry of Works advice of 27 November 1973 that 
encroachment of sand extraction was taking place into the three chain prohibited 
area. The Maori Affairs Department ll'ote to the Grantee, Mr Castle who was 
warned by letter of September 1973 that Clause 4 of the Agreement was not being 
observed and it is understood that resulting from this, he undertook to 
extract from the correot area • 

• ~ ...... , "" .............. _".1..,.. ..... ~ ...... "",.#' _ .... ~ ..... _ .. __ -.,.._. ___ .& .... _ •• •• "Q./..-:_ ... _ ... _ .. _ ... . 

Prior to December 1973 the ~aori Affairs Department ha& Ministry of Works 
~hest ask Mr Castle to fence off the prohibited area, but there was some talk 
that if the area was fenced the Maori ancestors buried in the nearby Uripa 
would be upset at being fenced out. 

Since the complaint of Mr Farmer, Maori Affairs requested a further report 
from the Ministry of ~forks. This request was confirmed at my subsequent 

. Meeting with Mr Attwood of the Hamilton Office of the Ministry of Works. 

~ 
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filER Ito. 18 
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" This ,impediment beillg ,the post and wire' fence shown on my Plan: ' 
No.3 which runs between the sub-division, area. and the beach area: ,,' . '. " ' .. ' . '. - . \ 

" .- '~t 'tl1e time of my ~~ ~th~re, wer$ vis'ible' siglls ,,~r large' s,and ' 
'".' removals ~Qth inside the line of ,postp ,and to seaward (see photographs). 
, ',Due, to the nature of the ,beach it woUid'be \lifficult to "determine d~ , 

" witho~t 81l'Vey the' line of 'NHWCST. ," the sea in high ~urf and',wind ,conditions 
. was,ac~ually"spilling 'back over into one,of the excavations, furthe~est to' 

seaward. ' The method of working this :area is as 'fol1.ows:-'., ,.',' ' 
, '. .. .,..r. ~ '. : • '.. ';, _. • , '. - ,..... ' 

, There is a qui~ build up 'of 's~d'Which'fiils up the previ~us , 
ex~ava tion holes, wl;lich thus become abo-.,e in~an high water. . :llhen this 

, occurs after ,easterly weath~r, the "extre:'tStors quickly commence operations 
and ,remove tnis de~s:l. t-., o,f: sand and pOss1-piy leave the are~. '~til ar(;, ' 
o,ccurrance, of eas~erly' weathe~., "I~ would' appear tb,at ~he removals on 
the. scale lat~ly'undertBken coulq cause a breaching,by the sea or t~e Bub
diVi,ded"land, especially if" a strong easterly galtl occurred during a high 
tidal 9ycle and this 'o9curs ,spbsequent to the extractioh of sari~ and' flooding 
of th~ ',area at the ~nd of Cont'~ki Road might, be possible as the, dlj 1and ' 
in that area is -relAtively ,low. -,:'-:, ' " 
,- , " ~ . , . , 

, ' 

., '.' 
" " , 

". .~, , 

~ 1':, "'Unles's',~:~~e~' w~s ~dert~e~ it wou~d"be cliffiC~lt due to':the 
" 'VarYing MmrOST'mark to, prov~' that the sand :is b'ei~ tak~ from' 

-, 

. ,- ,. 'CroWn' Land', under this Ministry's control. " . .' " "~ 

" 

, ..... 

,~. :, The '~aori iJfal~~ Depa~~meii~,:, HSlIlil ton shouJ.:d' r~quest a'Report and 
': ',recommendation 'from ,the Mi~stJ..y of WorkS and ~be 'prepared to act 
, ':,pUrsuant to Sec'tion 11' of the Agreement and possiblY. $top, rurther 

extraction .' ,i, ' .' , ,-,,' " . .... ~ . . 
,,' .. 

3 .. " ',I~ may be ,that' th~ JI'aur8k1 ,Catchment l3o~rd andY~ter' Board could' 
-" 'assist Under the )'1~ter '~d ,Soil Con'servation Act. 

'" .. • ,~, : I ' 
, - ' 

4. ' ,Any assistance that' tpe Dei>a-rtmEmt, ot Lands an,dSurvey, could give 
,:', to the Ohinemuri County 'Council's 'efforts to have the land become 
'sub'ject to ,the, Reeerves and;,Domains Act shoUld 'be given.,' ' 

I '.' .' ", 

, ". ~ . .'~ ~ ,\: " . -' 

5 ~', Faiiing ~he abov'e'; it would', ~i>Pear , that' ~he, only' recoliI'se wi thin, ' 
the Harbours Act 1,950 would be to, edfvokEf Section 244 (3)' the 4tter 

, " wo~ld req'direconsiderable backing from' the Ministry of" Works 'or .. 
, '.the 'DSIR'Geology Sectio~ before any Court Could be 'persuaded 'to 
.':,' 'r~ind.th~ ex~s~i,ng Agre~nient., ',',' ",. "~' ' - -, J 

, ,', ',' , ...f) .. 
• • ! .: '." ,', • ~ , 

"",., , /'" 

" 

, . 
... ; I " '. ' 

, 'for: 
(~~ greig) 

Regional Secretary , , . , , 

. : '.. . ,~ 

... " . , . ...t ", 

, , 

", 

" , 
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From' the:' fi~e at Mao~i Affairs' it appear~ ·that· there, has . been .: 
quite' an amo,uri~ of corresp~nden~er be'tween all par"ti~s ~th little. result~ .• 
Since'~' Farmer's' complaint, the Di$trict Officer according to'Mr Hodges 
might take a stronger 'l,ine with.Mr GasUe. . ..., .. . ,'~ ~.. . ./ 

" .. ' 

. The~ r~l~ctance of l-iaori Affai~s -to' envoke -Clause '11 of' th~: Agreement' 
oan be und,ersto.od as i.twould .deprive, the Maori own,ers of· revenue.· .. I. ·got . 
~he feelihg tbat'altho~gb Ma~ri Affairs have power under·the Agreement,' . 
they would 'rrefer this. Minist~y oi·~the·Ministry,of Works {wno have no ' . , 
legi~lation . or ·the· Hauraki "Uater Board {pursuant t,o the l~ater 'and Soil , . 
legislation to' .a,ct· on .. their beh8.lf. '., ..., . .' .' . 

" It must be Understood that Mr .HQ~ . gave every a~sistan:ce ·d~i~g. ' 
-my 'inquiry ~nd pro:rl,ded the photooopy ~~f the' A~eement and had his' sB,fe 'searbhed 
. the .titles at Lands 'an~ .Deeds and .. ,prorlded }~p ~10. 2 from ~hi~ ~earch~" . 

'. Mr Attw6o~-. at ·the Ministry. ·o~ vlorks, 'H~lton' lias 'then ~~i te~. ~d 
. he confitmed:-' . '.' " '. ': . ., 

. .' . 

1. Works have kept ,a W~~Ching 'brief and~have:reported'from time to 
time :that·~ Attwood agreed 1;hat while reporting they had not, and 
had apparently ~ot be~n requested 'Co make a recommendation. Such· 
a t'irmreconimend,at'~on would: put. the Mahri. Affairs in a position ':. 
where they would have .. to-.. t{1ke,. some··fi~ actio~ .• _" .' 

" ;, 

2. The University of·Hamiltol]. are i~·the process,of:~ " ... rhl.ritoa Beach, ' 
Sand $tudy" ·this being undertaken py. the Geo~ogy :Departme·nt~·· of cour'se 
this study would·probably.cover a considerable pe~od~. , . 

. 3. The Ohinemuri, Co.linty Council: have ~aliec;1 an on Site M~e~ing 'for 
28 March. 1974' to discuSs a proposal that,the land Qe forme~ i~1;o a 

'reserve. . . , 

.' 

.J.-.. 

1 

.. , : .::'., .. (R~fe~ .Map 3), -.J1hititoa 'l3each is an ·~xPosed. :~e~'ch ~d- :ill anY'~i~d 
.. from an Easterly quarter, as at· the'·time of lIlY, vial t runs a .surf which is. 
'similar to thit'occUrring 'on tpe.West Coas~·'of this 'Isl(md and I estimate; 

, '. 

, " 

...... t~s sUrf to, be at least 10." high breaking 'well up the cliff,S aild' beach •. 
,This could never be~a safe swimming ,beach. , The sand il;} .0:( 'mixed quality and 
.oontains in places an amount of shell f_ ·towards. 'the boundary,'fence, )etween 
the sub;"division 8.ild ·the dry beach~' 'The rest: of' the' area being' a nrl,.xture . 
of' very ·fine or coarse 'sand over" the extractioii area' •. :. . :, .... ' . " . . " . ... ,; ~ 

. To .the South'are'high 'cliffs whiCh a~e ~ubject,to ero.sion Ari~' northward 
'on the cli~~s is ~ tidal creek •. This cre~k·is.part of the re~entr~t which . : ~ 
is proba?lya Lagoon and the dry ~each opetls to a fBDt-.t~l shap~,·this· being . (j 

t~e. e~traction area.' To the north,' ,of this is a lon~ ~teep beach. If. ~o., ~JI. r 
sand was extraQted from this area' there. ~~.~ posljJib1litY.,that BMe1Iage to ~j 
the cr~ek might occur. thro:ugh: t~e ' bui ld1ng up of a· la~ge' dune . ~ea. A~ can, . 
be, seEm' ;fro~ mi sketch' there' is' a li~e:. ~f Su~s~aD.tial'.po.st·s· running north , . : 

, and south across' the: dune; ar.ea. These' wOl1ld appear- to del'lo:te the. ~eawa~~ ltoimdary i 

of- 6B'B,2. 'It' 1s;di£ficU1.t to understand. why the'· OlU.-nemuri County"CQ\Ulcil ' 
'~;Llo~tthe sub division :of land where there is an imp'ediJn,ent of. ':foreshore ' 
a •• ,ess. ' , :, " . ." '. r Fll[Oiiy:-~-:-'1 ' ' 

. , . ," " ~LE" UU, ~J ·Cont'c1/.: .. 3 
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THIB DEED made the 2~J- day of ~ 1972 
BETWEEN certain Maori owners (hereinafter called "the Grantors") 
of the one part.Mill. WILLIAI1 THOI"lAS CASTLE of Otahuhu, 
Contractor, (hereinafter called "the Grantee") of the other 
part \.lHEREAS the Grantors are the owners of all that piece of 
land situated at Whangamata containing 36 acres 0 roods 
34 perches more or less being Whangamata 6 B 3 B 2 Block and 
being the whole of the land comprised and described, in a 
Partition Order of the Maori Land Court dated the 1st day of 
February 1933 and'in Certificate of Title No. South 
Auckland Registry as the same is more particularly delineated 
on the plan endorsed hereon edged green (hereinafter called 
"the said land") AND WHEREAS the Grantors have agreed and 
resolved at a meeting of owners held at Auckland on the 28th 
of 'June 1971 to grant to the Grantee a licence for a term of 
five years from the 1st day of August 1971 to remove sand from 
the said land upon the terms inter alia hereinafter set forth 
AND WHEHEt\S the said resolution was on the 10th day of August 
1971 at Thames confirmed by the 11aori Land Court subject to 
the commencement of the said licence being postponed to the 
1st day of October 1971 AND vlHEREAS the Maori Trustee is 
authorised to execute this instrument of alienation as agent 
for the owners by virtue of Section 323 of the Maori Affairs 
Act 1953 NOW THEREFORE THIS DEED WITNESS~~H as follows :-

1. THE Grantors will grant to the Grantee for a period of 
five years commencing on the 1st day of October 1971 the right 
to enter upon the said land and to quarry and remove the sand 
deposited thereon. 
2. THE Grantee shall pay to the Grantors the sum of FI~~Y 
CENTS (50cents) for each and every cubic yard loose measure of 
sand so quarried and removed, such royalty being payable to 
the f'loori Trustee at his office at Hamil ton on the 20th day of 
the month in respect of all sand removed during the previous 
calendar month. 
3. FOR the purposes of calculating such payments the Grantee 
shall keep true and full and proper records of the quantity of 
sand removed by the Grantee from the said land and shall 
furnish on the first day of the month to the Maori Trustee 
monthly returns of all sand removed during the previous month 
and shall at all reasonable times allow the 11aori Trustee or 
his agent to inspect such records and accounts relating to the 
removal and sale of the said sand and to take excerpts there-
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4.' THE Grantee shall at all times maintain the said land 
in'clean and tidy condition and shall work the pit efficiently 
and shall not remove sand from that part of the ~aid land 
hatched red on the sketch plan annexed hereto and shall not 
remove sand from any part of the said land below a level 

'equal to 1/10 of the distance from the landward boundary of 
that part of the land hatched red on the said sketch plan. 
5. IF the Grantee shall during the quarrying or removal 
of sand do any act which may cause any change or diversion in 
the flow of fresh water on the said land he shall forthwith 
obtain the approval of the Hauraki Regional Water Board to 
such change or diversion pursuant to the provisions of the 
Water and Soil Conservation Act 1967 and shall at all times 

, comply with the provisions of the said Act. 

,
! . ..p;J L~ ... 6.-.. __ I..,F ... required by the Grantors the Grantee will fence off 
~ ~. dr~ that part of the said land not immediately required for the 

.~ quarrying of sand and shall if required by the Grantors at 
,~~- the termination hereof remove the said fences from the said 
r land. 

, 7. THE Grantee shall insure workmen and others engaged or 
concerned in the removal of the snid sand against all claims 
under the \Jorkers Compensation Act 1956 and its amendments or , 
at common law and will indemnify the Grantors and the Maori 
Trustee from and against all costs claims charges and proceed
ings whatsoever on the part of such workmen or other persons. 

'8. AT the termination of this licence the Grantee shall 
remove from the said land all plant and machinery and shall 
leave the ,land in a clean and tidy condition. 

9. THE Grantee shall forthwith upon demand pay to the 
l'Iaori Trustee one half of the general rates levied upon the 
said land and shall be responsible for payment of half the 
normal land rates during the term of the within grant PROVIDED 
THAT the land is not otherwise occupied. 

10. THE Grantee will at all reasonable times afford to the 
11aQri Trustee or his agents or appointees full rights of 
ingress, egress and regress in on and to the said land and 
any and every building yard or enclosure thereon and the 
Maori Trustee or his agents or appointees may at any reasonable 
time inspect the manner of working the said land. 

_l_l_. ___ S_H_O_U_L~D the Grantee be in breach of any or more of his 

t,h1 1 ~ni~ilH1.R hP.l~P.t\U"Q'~ r.", A t~~.l~tl1d In 8XOPR~ 0(.' rn t\".vn thon 
the Hnori ~rustee shall be at liberty by notice in writing 

v!~ ft./l/ 
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given by him to the Grantee to determine these presents 
and the term hereby granted and upon receipt of such notice 
by the Grantee this grant and such term shall immediatel~ 
and accordingly determine but without prejudice to anyone 
or more of the following namely : 
(a) The liability of the Grantee to pay any royalty 

commission and other moneys accrued but unpaid by 
him under this grant at the time of such determination. 

(b) The liability of the Grantee for and in respect of 

(c) 

any breach of his obligations hereunder~ior to such 
determination. 

The rights po\vers and remedies of the Grantors or the 
Uaori Trustee hereinbefore or elsewhere contained 
expressed or implied or otherwise bestowed upon the 
Grantors or the 11aori Trustee. 

12. IF and whenever any payment of royalty or other moneys 
payable hereunder shall be in arrears and unpaid for the space 
of 28 days whether the same shall have been formally or legally 
demanded or not the Maori Trustee as agent for the Grantors 
may levy the same by distress in the same manner and with the 
like power and authority as'if the same were rent in arrears 
and these presents were a valid Memorandum of lease. 

I 13. THE Grantee shall not assign transfer or otherwise part 
with the possession of the rights hereby granted to the Grantee 
either wholly or in part for the whole or any part or parts of 
the said term over the whole or any part or parts of the said 
land without first obtaining the consent in writing from the 
Maori Trustee PROVIDED THAT such consent shall not unreason
ably or arbitrarily be withheld in the case of a reputable and 
technically capable trans,feree assignee subtenant under-lessee 
or other person and it shall be a condition precedent to the 
granting of such conse~t on each and every occasion when the 
same shall be sought that the proposed assignor will (at such 
assignor's entire cost) procure from the proposed assignee a 
valid Deed of Covenant in a form to be approved by the Solicitol 
for the Maori Trustee whereby the proposed assignee will 
covenant directly with the Maori Trustee as agent for the 
Grantors to observe and perform all covenants conditions stip
Ulations and agreements on the part of the Grantee herein to be 
observed and performed. 

IN \~ITNESS WHEREOF these presents have been executed 

tho day and year hereinbefore ~ritten, 



!. 
'. 

I 
I' 

- 4 -

SIGNED by the Maori Trustee 
by 

J\AYl"lOND ALFRED PRICE 

acting'for the Maori Trustee 
pursuant to Dection 9 of the Maori 

. Trustee Act 1953 and sealed with the 
Maori Trustee's seal of office .in 

The l;a Trustee by 
I. 

'~ 
acti g the Naori 
Trustee pursuant to 
Section 9 of the Maori 
Trustee Aot 1953 

. the presence of : - .;;,0.-';,-' ~ __ 

;t Ii Af/)' . I/~~~lif~~ 
Z /!(L.. 11 J ./ J r~( '('\, h~ ~ o/f'I" ~~Il~'.~.~.\'.', .. ;,"( * " 

~~~'(... ~ , . '~·~~'~l"';'~ / 
. l' ~~t\~' . .t.-;,:". t .... /~/' 

, ,. ,I r .... : I 

SIGNED by WILLIAH THor1AS CASTLE 

as Gran~ee in the presence of :-

• ~ .. .-''t'~ .. ;~/ r1\1' 1.\:~~" ::--.. ...... !-~~ ..... ., 

< L#J~lf:jP.. 
) fY?~ ~ 
~, 
.fb~~ 
/1~ia.I. 

t3j1o/7!v' 
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Ur E.D.R Simpson, ... '. 
. Simpson Transport Ltd J 

Post Office, 
COROGLEN. 

Dear" S.1r, 

PEM:ARW. Our Refz 54/15/48 

. : 

'14 March '1974 

.. 

. ',.; 

" 

Your.letter ot 19 February, applying tor a.permit to 

••• < 

take 250 ,yards of.sand per month trom KuaotuDU beach has been 
reterred· to me, as it had·been incorrectly addressed by you to 

. the Minister ot Agriculture and . ~isheries.· 

Licences to remove sand, shingle or other materials frQm 
the Crown tid~l land are· granted under Section 146A ot the 

. Harbours Act 1950, but only atter a tav~uralie report has been 
'received from our technical advisers, ~hat no damage will be 
c,aused leading to erosing or an inroad of t~e' sea, 'and that the 
material will boreplaced" by Qstural causos, It is an otfence 
to removo material unless acurrent.licen~e is·held. 

. You should addr~ss your·application·to the Reeional Marine 
Officer, Ministr,y ot· Transport,. Auckland with as much detail 
as pOSSible, for instance, what procedure is proposed for, , 
removing the material and from exactly What position'or positions 
it is to bo taken. 

Removal of' sand trOm thl's' beach in the past has been' 
severely restriQted, and ·it is p~obable that annual licences . 
tor the tul~ amount.permitted have alreadT been issued tor this 
year. . 

- . -} -

Yours :taithtully, 

...... /~ 
(P.E Muers) 

The Regional Secretary, 
Ministry of Transport, 
Private Bag, . for Director, Marine Division 
AUOKLAND. 

" 

Attention: Regional Marine Officer," ..' . 

For' y.~Ur ·information •. 'Your reference .54/14/7 ·pt ·2,. 

·~~~~M···ir 
.... J.§..;. .. Af-"J+. " ' . (P.E Muers) 

\~ for Director 
Initial,: .. , ................ --

fiLE 
D'S~ 

15 MAR1914 



••• 

-_......-\ 
OJO.PBH 

" 

.. 

;.,--- -

54/15/48 
AEO(H&F) 

Regional Marine Officer, 
Marine Division, 
Ministry of Transport,:. . 
Private Bag, 

, HEAD OFFIOE 

·6 March 1974 
AUCKLAND •. 

: .. Attention: ·Mr D. Greig • 
. REMOVAL OF MATERIAL· - WHIRITOA -- COR01lANDEL 

. ,1~ :Attach~d' iSa copy of' a letter re.,terred to this office today, 
by hand, by.the Oommission for the Environment. 

2. The information contained in" the lette~ warrants 'an urgent·, '.
investigation 'and it is suggested, in consultation with the 
Maori Trustee and the District Oommissioner of WorkG at .' 
Hamilton. . . . 

.3 ... Our concern is'in respect of, any breach of section 244 of the 
. Harbours Act - either of illegal removal of 'material' (i.~. not 
,that covered by the Maori Trustee) or as set out in sub section 
,( 3) or both. ' . '. - . ' 

4. It would be appreciated if" you cPUld' have this position' . 
investigated and a report sent here urgently together with any 
recommendation as to what aotion ~ight need to be taken by 
this Ministry.. . 

5. i would also like to know why none of t~e legal powers, 
, exercisable by the authorities mentioned in the writer's 
second paragraph, bave been invoked •. A description of the 
powers stated to be held would be useful • 

Enc.) 

. FILEO BY 

ftl::--, r!o. Hl 

. ~ 
,(O.J. Oonway) 

,-.:~.----=;o-~ for Director, Marine Division 



RUSSELL Mev bJ\GH lYiCKEN21b .tlA1t'l LJ!,t!..l & CO. 
BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS II< NOTARIES PUBLIC 

" 
.. 

N .. .,ON UTHBRIDGE JOHN W ... LLACE McKENZIE 
EDMUND WALTER THOMAS • 
COL.IN JOHN FERNVHOUGH 
JOHN COLLINGWOOD KING 
WARWICK MILl. BROWN 

. C.M.L. CENTRE 
OBIRT LLOYD MACKY 

PETER ALAN MILLER 
QUEEN 8: WYNDHAM STREETS 

AUCKLAND I N.Z. JOHN HARVEY MARSHALL 
JOHN OLLIVIR LUSK 
DAVID ARTHUR RHODE. WILLIAM. 
JIREMY JOHN GRANVIL.L.E ." ... DLIEY 
• A""y JOHN McWILLIAM. 

FREDERICK WILLI ... M MONTEITH MCEL"E'" 
J ... MES ... LFRED F ... RMER 
OEOFFRIY THOM .... "ICI<ltTT • 

TELEPHONES 34.31111. 34·01111 
P.O. BOX S 
CABLE ADDRESS "BARRISTER" . 

CON.ULTANT PARTNE". 
HilI. LLOYD MACK\' IDG"," LLIWELLYN '","TLIIT PLEASE REFEft 1'01 J ~A. Farmer 

1 March 1974 

Commissioner for the Environment, 
P.O. Box 12-042, .. 
WELLINGTON NORTH. 

Dear Mr McCoombs, 

----:0.. -ioLlllL'i 
fiECE.'V~D 

.. 4 MAR 1974 

by ___ .,_~ ___ .. 

I write to inform you of a major despoi1ation of the beach 
at Whiritoa, Coromandel, which is presently taking place 

- at the hands of a commercial contractor. The damage is 
transforming literally overnight an otherwise beautiful 
area into one which is ugly and potentially dangerous. 

The contractor is removing enormous quantities of sand from 
the beach pursuant to a Deed granted by the Maori Trus'tee 
but in breach of the terms of that Deed. Both the Maori 
Trustee and the Ministry of Works in Hamilton are seriously 
concerned, as is also the Ohinemuri County Council and the 
Hauraki Catchment Board. 

It would appear that each of the above authorities has put 
pressure on the contractor to cease or restrict his activi
ties but with no success. While each of them possesses 
legal powers which could be exercised, no one of them has 
so far been willing to take positive action. 

The position is now serious for the reasons set out in my 
letter of even date to the Maori Trustee (copy enclosed). 
I would be most grateful for any assistance which you might 
be able to give. 

Yours faithfully, 

.:J{\ ~(,"MO . .. 
J.A. Farmer 

l ( 

FILED BY 

FILER No. 18 
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f RUSSELL McVEAGH McKENZIE BARTLEE'1 & CO. 

BAflRISTERS. SOLICITORS 8< NOTARIES PUBLIC 

JOHN. ~ON LETHBRIDGE JOHN wALLACE McKENLIE 
RODERT LLOYD MACKY EDMUND WALTER THOMAS 
P£1'ER ALAN MILLER COLIN JOHN FERNVHOUGH 
JOHN HARVEY MARSHALL JOHN COLLINGWOOD KING 
JOHN Ol-I-IVER LUSK WARWICK MILES BROWN 
DAVID ARTHUR RHODES WILLIAMS FREDERICK WILLIAM MONTEITH MCEL'UA 
JEREMY JOHN GRANVII-LE BRADLEY JAMES AI-FRED FARMER 
BARRY JOHN ..,cWILLIAMS GEOFFREY THOMAS RICKETTS 

CONSULTANT PARTNERS 

C.M .L. CENTRE 

QUEEN Be WYNDHAM STREETS 

AUCKLAND I N.Z. 

TELEPHONES 34·36;. 34·06; 

P.O. BOX B 

CABLE ADDRESS "BARRISTER" 

NEIL LLOYD /o4ACKY EDGAR LLEWELLYN IIARTLEET PLEASE REFER TO: J .A. Farmer 

1 March 1974 

The Maori Trustee, 
Maori Affairs Department, 
Private Bag, 
HAMILTON. 

ATTENTION: MR HODGES 

Dear Sir, 

Re: Your Ref. File No. 7/377 - Deed between Maori Trustee 
and W.T. Castle - Whiritoa 

Further to my telephone conversation with Mr Hodges, I would 
confirm that my wife and I are the owners of Lot 296 Kon Tiki 
Avenue, Whiritoa. This land is adjacent to a part of the 
beach at Whiritoa being Whangamata 6B 3B2. 

You will be aware that by Deed dated 21 June 1972 the rights 
to quarry and remove sand from that land were granted by you 
on behalf of the Maori land owners to an Otahuhu contractor, 
William Thomas Castle. This right is for a term of five years 
expiring 30 September 1976. 

You will know that immediately to the south of the land referred 
to there is a lagoon and you will also know that the sand to the 
east to some extent rises to a bank at high-water mark and thus 
acts as a protective barrier to the land and also to my own land. 

Within the past few days I have visited Whiritoa and have been 
profoundly shocked and disturbed to see the effect which Castle' 
excavations have had on the beach and surrounding area there 
The lagoon now ('xtnnrls right across t:Ile Maori. land as a rcsu] 1. 
of the depth and breadth of excavations on it and it also now 
encroaches close to my own land. In addition there seems to be 
a real danger of erosion and even of a major breakthrough from 
the sea. Potentially this c mId prove to be damaging to my Ian 
and that of other land owners nearby. Similarly, the lagoon COUI 

become stagnant. 

More important] y, Cast.J.c' s activities al,l\oI.:!liIioIIIIPY . CGmpilete 1 Cl.rj: 

('If r<nllt.'r'rn ('Il II,,, n"vl 1""11"-"11 nl rl:'lnlll1 
only wandel: aL wllrtt perllldllent. eu().I()<j~cal. 

I FILED BY 

F' lEll ~!o. 1 n 

1 n r1 ::jl1'1 i'li O • 

. 8 hejllfj OclU h •• '. 

_M~.f..::::t/ 7 .. ~ 
Inltt ,_,.P _ .... _ .. -. 

1 



, . , .. ' 
Page 2. 

It would seem that Castle is in clear breach of his obligations 
under the Deed into which he entered with you and in particular 
is not complying with Clauses 4, 5,8 and perhaps 13 of that Deed. 
Under Clause 11, you have the right thereby to terminate his, 
rights under the Deed and I would therefore earnestly request 
that you do so at once before further damage is caused. In this 
regard, I should add that while I was at Whiritoa on my recent' 
visit, a front end loader was working throughout the weekend 
extending the excavation further along the beach. 

I 
I appreciate that to some extent it is in your discretion as to 
what action (if any) you take under the Deed but I am sure that 
you are also mindful of the fact that your powers and duties in 
this respect are statutory in origin. 

" I would be pleased to hear from you as a matter of u~gency what 
action you propose to take. 

Yours faithfully, 

J.A. Farmer 

FILER tlo. 18 

'nlt'als.:_=-__ ~ 



Private Secretary, 
MINISTER OF TRANSPORT: 

.' 
emu of tbe :minister of ilgriculture anb .:ftsberits 

WELLINGTON, N.Z. 

1974 

I understand from the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries that the Harbours and Foreshores section of Marine 
normally handles the attached matter. Could you please 
arrange for a reply to be sent to Mr Simpson by them. 

SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT 



r,-, -

, 

~ E.D.R. Simpson, 
impson Transport Ltd., 

Post Office, 
COROGLEN. 

Dear r Simpson, 

22 February 1974 

I refer to your letter of 19 Februnr,y to th 
inister of Agriculture isheries, regarding your 

application for a permit to cart approximately 250 yards 
of sand per month from Kuaotunu Beach to ercury B y 
Readymix Ltd, itiang. 

The inister h s sk d the Director-Gener 1 of 
Agriculture & isheries if he would examine the matters 
contained in your letter and reply further to you. 

Yours faithfully, 

Private 

D.G.A.F. 

Referred " 



· ,PHONE: WHENUAKITEi 707 COROGLEN 

E. D. R. SIMPSON 
CONTRACTOR AND CARRIER 

SIMPSON TRANSPORT LTD 
Post Off'ice, 
Coroglen. 

19th February, 1 974 • . 
, 

The Minister Of Agriculture & Fisheries, 
We llington. 

Dear Sirs, 

We would like to apply for a permit to cart approximately 
250 yards of sand per month from Kuaotunu Beach to Mercury Bay 
Readymix Ltd, Wili tianga. 

We intend tendering for the 'SuppJ.y & Deliver' contract, 
and would like to know if a permit is available if we get the 
contract. 

Yours faithfully, 

SIMPSON TRANSPORT lTl) 

/~~:---

FILE 
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